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Washington—America’s Rathole

When they talk about “cleaning up Washing-
ton” they—whether they are congressmen or
constituents—usually mean the government,
But an article in the February Woman's Home
Companion that labels Washington a “disgrace
t6 the nation” means the nation's capital,

Often cited as the most beautiful city in
America, Washington, D. C. evokes postcard
pictures and newsreel views of stately white
buildings, clean, wide avenues and expanse® of
green lawn around monuments that dot the
nation’s shrine. Underneath the marble carpet,
however, Washington is a hellhole. .

The gleaming dome of the cdpitol presides
over the worst slums in the country. A few
blocks from the Hill, filthy. shanties lean crazi-

« %y against each other along mud alleys. They

are the rotten cores.of city blocks which look
clean and respectable from the streets. Here
families sleep 12 to a room becauge body heat is
the only heat they have. Outdoor privies sub-
stitute for plumbing and a single outdoor faucet
provides water for many families. Rats are so
ablindant that mothers have to guard their
sleeping babies with sticks to beat off the in-
vaders; of course, once in a while the rats get
to the children, anyway, and gnaw at their
fingers and toes. Half the capital’s dwellings are
substandard. :

Lincoln—the man who freed the slaves—in
his marble monument sits brooding over Wash-
ington, the Jim Crow city where negroes like
Ralph Bunch are not allowed in the classier
restaurants. The colored population in this ci-
tadel of democracy is forced into separate
schools, cafes, theatres—and into the squalid
slums.

Washington's only city hospital, Gallinger, is
s0 horribly overcrowded, understaffed and un-
equipped that the AMA won’t approve it and
medical students go there because nowhere else
will they find such unheard-of cases.-

Why don't they do something? “They?” The
people in Washington? Well, they can't write
#p their congressman because they have none.
They can't protest to the mayor because there
fsn't any. Washington is run by commissioners
and congress acts as a sort of board of alder-
men. Every sewer ordinance, garbage disposal
plan and license for junk dealers in Washington
has to be passed on by congress—a congress too
busy worrying about Yugoslavia, Formosa and
the folks in the home district to take much in-
terest in a building or sanitary code for a city
of disenfranchised Americans. Washingtonians
can't vote, so, like aliens or convicts or the in-
sane, their opinions don't count for much.

Since whatever is done to end the Washing-
ton disgrace is up to congress, it's up to the
American people who want to be proud of their
capital to start needling for action. Congress
should responsibility for the District of
Colum over to the residents.

What’s Up in Berlin? ;

Headlines saying that the U. S. has “backed
down in Berlin” make American ears prick up.
With charges that the United States.backed out
of Asia still ringing in the air, people are apt to
be sensitive about reports of any concessigns to
Russis—especially in Berlin where the airlift
became a symbol of America’'s “get tough” or
‘ptand up to the Russians” policy.

The current incident seems to be minor in it-
self but it has ominous undertones. What hap-
pened, evidently, is this:

Last year the Russians vacated mgst of a large
office building in the*U. S. zone. It used to be
headquarters for the Reichsbahn which is still

Germany through the Soviet zone into Berlin,
The building still contains the railway’'s main
telephone switchboard, operated by the Rus-
sians. It also contained 600 unused offices.

The Berlin city government needed office
space and it could see no reason why it should
not use those 600 offices. So, with American
permission, the police simply took over the va-
cant parts of the building on behalf of the Berlin
government, This immediately became a Rus-
sian excuse for slowing down the trains. Rail-
way operation was cut to one-eighth the nor-
mal capacity.

This was necessary, the Russians said, due to
“technical difficulties.” It was “technical diffi-
culties” in 1948 which started the blockade,
grew into a crisis and ended with the successful
airlift. Are these new “technical -difficulties”
the beginning of more Soviet muscle-flexing?
Are they the starting bell to another round over
who'’s to control Berlin?

Just last week General Maxwell Taylor told
some visiting American newspaper editors that
the Berlin blockade never has ended. He said
the west zones have been kept isolated and their
industry hobbled by economic conditions for
which the Russians are directly responsible,
Taylor probably interpreted the railroad slow=-
down as an attempt to tighten the screws again
under the flimsy pretext that German occupa-

tion of the office building interfered with the °

RR signal system.

Now he has ordered the Germans out of the
building and turned it back to the railway oper-
ators. Maybe that's “backing down.” Maybe it is
a strategic retreat. It means the next move is up
to the Soviet; it forces them to show what they
are up to. Without that excuse they have no
reason to continue the transportation slowdown.
The question is whether they’ll come up with
another excuse. If they do, look out for more
trouble in Berlin.

-
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The army has announced that it is ending
race segregation. Henceforth all white units will
be open to qualified negro soldiers, all army
service schools will admit negroes, and the 10
per cent racial quota system will be dropped.
Evidently colored troops will also| mess and
bunk with their white comrades-in-arms. The
navy and air force have for some time permitted
integration of negroes in those branches, but the
change-over was gradual. In the army, it will
have to be gradual, 100, although it is high time
discrimination in the services was ended. Negro
troops served with distinction in World War II
and the enemy’s bullets and bombs were no re-

specters of color.
. b — -

A news report from Richland 'says that ovir

'5600 jobless workers have poured into the tri-

city area there looking for work on the Hanford
atomic energy works, but the major hirings will
not start until April. These are not just casual
laborers but include many in various skilled
and semi-skilled trades. They present a ser-
ious problem in housing and subsistence. That
they have gone in such numbers shows lack of
employment elsewhere, Prhy for an early
spring so job opportunities will open up.

To support the price of raisins the govern
ment bought up a lot of raisins, and to keep
them off the market arranged to have them fed
to hogs. Now it has to buy pork to keep up
the price of hogs. And what will it feed the
pork to?

The postoffice depariment rules that the Hol-
lywood “falsies” bathmat is obscene. Maybe the
PO can win this case dn points,
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Chinese ‘Fiasco’ Blamed on Evasions

By Joseph and Siewart Alsop
WASHINGTON, Jan. 23 — The

know about the other recommen-

paratus and their armies. They
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Henry Knows
Butterfly
From Moth

By Henry MeLemoroe

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla, Jan.
23 — When a man gets as little
malil as I do he opens everything.

Bills, even,
with those little
Cellophan
peepholes in
the front door,
of the enve-

lopes.

So, this bright
January morn-
ing, 1 tore at a
letter as if it

‘What's
butterfly and & moth?’
would you answer?”

L] . »

the moth. There are more moths
in our house than in any other

home in the world. Open a
closet and six full divisions of
moths will move on to the at-
tack. And six more will start a
ﬂz‘l’;;kl.ng movement.

L ] L L

All of my suits look like bad-
ly-cut, marked down sieves. I
spent just short of $73,000 last
year on mothballs and flakes
alone.

Here's a definition, Merriam:
Butterflies stay out of doors, are
pretty, are collected, are pres-
sed, are mounted, and like to
flap around flowers.

Moths are monsters that eat
like mad in my house. And if
the young boy or girl who comes
tearing over here after school

doesn’'t like my answer, just tell
him that I didn't ask him.

After the moth and butterfly
question the letter from Merriam

this one: *. . . your favor-
te radio commentator says
something about ‘Inflationary

Gap.! Would you know just ex-
ICJI what he is talking about?”
a = »

That made me madder.

(Distributed by .
McNaught Syndicate, Inec.)

SEEIIS
TO INE

(Continued from page 1.)

15 per cent on passenger tickets,
20 per cent on furs, etc., and 25
per cent on long distance tele-
phone and telegraph bills. These
*are burdensome on business. It
seems to be pretty generally
agreed they should be reduced,
and there is ground for belief
that with reduction the actual
loss to the treasury will not be
very great because of resulting
stimulus in business.

The principal argument will be
over raising any tax rates, even
on corporations or on estates.
Stockholders in corporations are
sharply critical of double taxa-
tion now. The company pays a
stiff rate on its earnings, and
then stockholders pay individual
taxes on the dividends they re-
ceive. This double burden is rec-
ognized as unjust because indi-
viduals, partnerships and cooper-
atives escape the corporation tax;
but the government has been in
such need of money that it has
not been willing to end or lighten
the extra load.

The president suggests smooth-
ing out the high rate that obtains
on incomes

corporate between
$25,000 and $50,000, putting it at
38 per cent instead of the present
-ndrmt.mwmm
v on over $50,000.
But if this is done rates will have
to be raised somewhere else to
compensate for the loss.
laws do need

start: The president’s is a mini-

Your Hea

o v o« Hritten by -
Dr. Herman N.
Bundensen, M.D.
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THERF are a number of di-
seases associated with this or

that occupation. One of these is
silicosis, which develops in
people, such as miners and sand-
blasters, whose work forces
them o remain for long periods
of time in a dusty or sandy en-
vironment. The habitual breath-
ing of air which is saturated
with fine particles of sand or
coal brings about changes in the
lungs and eventually results in
the formation of scar tissue,

Nevertheless, such people can
live comfortably to old age and
engage in vigorous activities if
only they take the care needed
to avoid infections, as detailed
below.

L I

As a rule, people with silico-
sis do not feel any bad effects
from the condition until they
reach 45 or 50 years of age. Then
they may notice some shortness
of breath. Their endurance be-
comes less, and they are unable
to work as hard as previously.

It is unfortunate that, in this
disorder, symptons are not no-
ticed by the patient until the
lung disorder is quite far ad-
vanced

Those with solicosis must take
special care to get rid of any in-
fection in the body, such as may
be located in the teeth, sinuses,
tonsils, or elsewhere in the body.
Decayed teeth should be repair-
ed or removed, sinuses treated,
and, when colds occur, special
care must be given. These pa-
tients must guard also against

overeating and should be en-
couraged to ex.er.ca:o.

When the symptoms become -
more pronounced, these workers
should avoid exhaustion of any
type. Chronie bronchitis or in-
flammation of the tubes in the
lungs is often the cause of dis-
ability in these persons. The in-
flammation results in swelling
of the tissues and the formation
of a thick mucous discharge. A
severe and persistent cough de-

velops, which is uncomfortable
and harassing.

Pneumonia seems to develop
easily in these workers and, un-
less they are promptly treated
with penicillin and similar prep-
arations and the giving of oxy-
gen, the pneumonia may be fatal
or permanently disabling.

It would also appear that tu-
beculosis develops frequently
in persons with silicosis, and it
is curable orfly if detected early,

Of course, every possible ef-
fort should be made to prevent
the development of silicosis, bu
should it occur, those aff
should be given continuous medi-
cal care,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

N. N.: Is it all right to inhale
salt water to treat a common
cold?

Answer: I am not aware of any
scientific experimentation to
prove that such treatment is ef-
fective, though at times irrigat-
ing or douching the nasal cavi-
ties by this means is good treat-
ment for a cold in which there
is an accumulation of secretion.

(Copyrigit, 1850, King Features)

Hollywood

On Parade

By Gene Handsaker

HOLLYWOOD—It tock a conk
on the head for Jane Cowl to
get over her 32-year apathy to
movie-acting and Hollywood. In
1917, she starred in a movie at
Fort Lee, N.J. Elephants in the
cast swished their tails through
her powder boxes. A chained ape
snarled and snapped at her. She
was rescued just in time from a
burning-theatre scene. The pic-
ture was “dreadful” (says Miss
Cowl) and she was “awful.”

“The experience was enough to

sour a saint,” this famous lady of

the stage adds, ‘and I'm no saint.”
And as for Hollywood, she says:

“l was here many times in
plays, and I used to feel I could-
n't get out of this place fast
enough. I imagined I felt a kind
of poisonous rivalry among its
people.

Last year Miss Cowl was at the
La Jolla Playhouse south of here,
directing and acting in a play for
Gregory Peck. A station-wagon
door flew open one afternocon,
throwing Miss Cowl to the pave-
ment and giving her a concus-
sion. She managed to go through
with the play but recuperated
later at the home of Jane Mur-
fin, near Hollywood. Miss Mur-
fin was Miss Cowl's collaborator

covered “a warmth, peace, -
nity, and delightful —
which I hadn't realized were
here.” She told me she was re-

does she like Jane Cowl on the
:ﬂr;m? “I still say I'm awe-
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‘Mike’ Elliott
Defies Recall,
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the old saw, ; s dation that the president recall ism when no Russian expert be- The Merriams can solicit my LONDON -(INS)- A doctor or J"“"I Is war veteran. Actually he was
“Oh what a | Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell from lieved it possible. business, but they don’t have the Ppsychologist is not needed to diag- t is the duty of congress to h never in college, was discharged
tale wo I his China- command, and replace  Davies' policy was simply to right to hint that after 43 years nose whether two people are in give most diligent attention to the ane as from. the marines before the war,
oy e Stillwell with Gen. Albert C. promote Tito-ism in by I don’t know the difference be- love. This the opinion of Judge country's fiscal problems. In sim- and was never taken back.
weave, when W Moy offering American aid to the tween a butterfly and a moth! Fraser Harrison, who during a Ple language this means to re-| LA PAZ, Bolivia, Jan. 23 ~(#)-| Elliott has & theory about that.
once we Rrac- eyt . e Chinese communists, and%thus * If anyone on earth knows recent divorce hearing added: duce expenses to a level that can | Searchers arriving at the scene of | He says the recall, being a special
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he 'l simo Chiang’s bitterest enemy, in a policy that involved heavy moth lovers as the true home of drunk.” make such corrections in tax |sons aboard the craft had perish-|the next general election, they
state depart- favor of the man who later be- risks. But it was also a 5 x levies as seem warranted (such |ed. Twenty-eight soldiers and|win put him back In office, Elliott
ment white e .Chiang’s ly respectable policy. . It Jooks GRIN AND BEAR IT B hch“ as reducing excise taxes) and to |four crewmen were aboard the| says
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story with like It clearly proves, however, that policy, than to have no policy, at tter ngllsh CLEAR LAKE — Clear Lake have gone on record in favor of
. frankness. Some, Wallace had not become the cap-  all. extension unit met last week at|“falsies.” The kind of false fronts
the have therefore tried , ., " /" i1e communists in 1944.  The real history of the loss of By D. C. Williams the home of Mrs. A. A. Eichelber- (wanted are to be on stores and
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