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“Pie in the Sky”

President Truman's liberal helping of income
«$12,000 per family (A.D. 2000)—in his mes-
sage to congress last week was just part of the
Pollyanna line the administration seems to be
taking up. Skies are rosy, and here’s your slice,
come 1950 and much, much more in the year
2000. Stick around and see,

In the past the president hasn’t proven him-
self very competent as an economic expert, ex-
pert that is in selecting ideas from his stable of
advisers. At the war's end he thought things
were coming down in a crash, so he tossed over-
board numerous price controls, encouraged wage
4nereases and called for price decreases, only to
see both shoot higher. And he called for legis-
lation to provide 60,000,000 jobs which Henry
Mallace said we should have to avert painful
unemployment. Congress held out on such legis-
Jation—and the job lists swelled considerably
beyond the 60,000,000.

A year ago Mr. Truman was full of fears of
inflation. He asked for controls and more con-
trols, controls over prices and credits, extension
of rent control, ete. But while he was speaking
the forces of deflation were building up and let-
ting wind out of prices. When summer came the
federal reserve board was ready to relax some
of its credit controls in the desire to buoy busi-
ness.

Looking at Truman's misses in economic fore-
easting previously the public might very well
conclude that his pie in the sky is just baloney.

America’s Kicked-Around Class

There's been a lot of lamentation about the
decline and fall of the middle class in Europe.
The ascendancy of socialism has been blamed
en it, and vice versa.

In America, 100, the middle class is the most
kicked-around class, says Dorothy Thompson, in
the January Ladies Home Journal. What hap-
pened in Europe when the top and bottom
squeezed the middle to death can happen here,
too. Writes the columnist: ’

Ze¥This middle class, by nature, training and
' profession composed of the strongest individual-
Ists and supporyfrs of democracy, should never
bave to doubt the promises of democracy and

should be among the first to benefit from ijts

performance.” But is it? No.

Instead, “the salaried man and the self-em-
ployed professional pay through the nose in the
usually limited years when their earnings may
be high.” Government taxes bite a big chunk
out of his paycheck. (In Portland there’s a tax
en professional workers.) He can't expect any
old-age security from existing social-security
schemes, He can be fired at random; his wage
I8 whatever he as an individual can command.
He gets no subsidies, like the farmers. He can’t
negbtiate for pensions the way union members
ean. All he has is that rugged individualism.
And you can’t buy bricks for the chimney with
that.

As a result, says Dorothy, “we shall have a
fear-ridden middle class, driven into yes-man
servility, into cutthroat inner-office competition
and into . . . stomach ulcers . . . excessive drink-
fng . .."” Not only is this unfortunate cuss driv-
en to drink; what's worse, he's driven to organ-
fee. “Abstractly,” Miss Thompson doesn’t like
the idea of teachers’ unions or of a newspaper

. But “sheer brutal reality” is forcing the
ization of the white collar man.

What to do? Miss Thompson backs the pro-
gram suggested by the New York City bar as-
sociation. It urges that members of the poor,
neglected middle class be allowed to set aside
& certain amount of their income to be invested

in government bonds, as an emergency and pen-

sion fund. The investment would be tax-free
unless it was drawn upon and thereby became
part of the income. The scheme would assure
sale of U. S. bonds and help give the salaried
worker some security.

Prospects of this program appear pretty shad-
owy. The government is going to look after its
own—/{armers and labor—{irst. (The white col-
Jar"man is probably a republican, anyway, and
who cares about them?)

So the middle class is going to have to keep
its own nose above water without much help

from government life preservers. People will 3

continue to expect the salaried man to help pay
for union-workers' pensions and for old-age and
welfare-benefits for others. At the same time he
is supposed to put something away for his own
rainy day. About all he can do for himself right
now is buy what insurance he can afford from
private companies and put a nickel a week in
the piggy bank. Nobody's going to do it for him,

Maybe his best security would be to go to
vocational school and learn some useful trade.
Coal mining, maybe. :

Remember the Maine

The Flying Arrow incident illustrates what
might have happened if things were reversed
and the U. S. had decided to continue aiding
Chiang Kai-Shek.

As it is, the Flying Arrow, an American
freighter, was trying to run merchandise to com-
munist-held Shanghai through the nationalist
blockade. Nationalist forces fired upon and dis-
abled the freighter.

Suppose, instead, a U. S. freighter had tried
to run a communist blockade in an attempt to
get war material to the nationalists. And was
sunk by communist fire. Or suppose a ship car-
rying guns and ammunition to the communists
had ignored a U. S. cannon ball fired across her
bow. And was sunk by American seamen.

The Flying Arrow business, unpleasant though
it is, is not going to precipitate a war; it will
merely serve as a warning to shippers that the
normal hazards of the China Sea have been in-
creased. It will also make Chiang Kai-Shelk
more unpopular in this country—which is okay
with the U. S. state department. But if Amer-
ican sailors lost their lives by communist action,
U. S. publi¢c opinion would be clamoring for
revenge. Remember the Maine?

(Thus we are somewhat relieved to learn that
the 300 U. S.-made army tanks and armored
cars purchased by the nationalists are being
shipped to Formosa aboard a Turkish freighter.)

Members of the Eugene High school band
which went to Alaska for a concert tour thought
Willamette valley's freezing temperatures were
pretty warm. It was 30 below zero when they
were in Skagway ... Might as well be spring
here, huh?

The American freighter “Flying Arrow” at-
tempted to run the blockade near Shanghai
against the advice of the U. S, state department.
It was shelled and disabled. Now it wants the
state department to help it out of that kettle of
fish . . . Just like the kid told not to touch the
hot stove: “Mommy, I got burned!”

“Furniture to Hold” says a market report.
Good news for the bulky individuals who have
had reason to lose faith in chairs and bedsteads.

People dressed in loose white clothes have
the best chance of surviving atomic flash burns,
a government announcement says. Would a
shroud do?

Defense Double-talk ‘Grave Scandal’
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Rus;sians Use
U. N.tolnsure
Tiesin China

By J. M. Roberts, jr.
AP Foreign - Affairs Analyst

The Soviet Union Is using the
United Nations security council
to make big medicine with the
Chinese communists.

That's about the only profit to

seen for the reds in Jacob
Malik’s walkout.

It seems obvious that with
spreading recognition of the Pei-

ing regime — five council mem-

rs already have done it — thut
nationalist China is on the way
out as a member. Malik is ty-
ing up the council now over an
issue on which he alreddy stood
to win by default, perhaps with-
in a few weeks. %
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But, despite Mao Tze-tung's
otestations of comradeship with
oscow, there are issues to be
settled there, too. The American
state department has informa-
tion leading it to believe that
Mao has trouble with nationalism

tes stands to
the issue is

The United S
lose either way w

‘finally decided. The U. S, dele-

gation continues to hold that
such questions are procedural
and not subject to veto, thereby
weakening the position of Chiang
Kai-shek's representative. But
if and when the seven votes
against the nationalists are se-
cured, as expected, the U. 8. will
be in the pesition of doing bus-
iness in the U. N. with a govern-

Due to the death of Mrs
McLemere's father and her
subsequent iliness, there will
be ne HENRY McLEMORE
columns for Thursday er Fri-
day of this week.

ment which it refuses to recog-
nize individually.

That is likely to continue for
the few months which the state
department expects the Chiang
government on Formosa to last.
If the nationalists surprise with
signs of more permanent tenure,
say beyond six months, then the
matter of recognition will have
to be reconsidered.

The U. S., basically, seems to
be trying for time in whi:h
something will happen to help
her drive a wedge between the
Chinese communists and Mos-
cow. Manchuria is the chief peg
for this hope. In the meantime,
Washington seems prepared to
accept whatever equivocal pos-
ition may result from the security
council argument,

Better English

By D. C. Willlame

1. What is wrong with this
sentence? *“I want to make an
especial announcement.”

2. What is the correct pronun-
ciation of “gum arabic”?

3. Which one of these words
is misspelled? Ptomain, tonnage,
tonneau, tonsorial.

4. What does the word “hetero-
dox” mean?
5. What is a word beginning

with commp that meaps “‘self-re-
proach for wrongdoing™?

ANSWERS

1. It is better to say, “I want
fo make a speecial announce-
ment.” 2. Pronounce second word
ar-a-bik, first a as in at, second
2 as in ask unstressed, | as in
it, and accent first syllable. 3.
Ptomaine. 4. Differing from some
acknowledged standard, as the
Bible; not orthodox. “The min-
ister’s heterodox opinions antag-
onized the elders of the church.”
5. Compunction.

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty

Your Health

By Dr. Hermman N. Bundensen,
M. D.

SOME diseases seem to occur
only in  epidemic form. They
seldom attack one or a few in-
dividuals, but spread rapidly
through a whole community.

One of these is known as epi-
demic pleurodynia. A recent out-
break shows that in nearly every
instance several members of a
family were afflicted at the
same time and, in some cases,
all were stricken within a week.

This disease is no respecter of
ages, the oldest patient in the
group studied being 59, the
youngest three years old. Never-
theless, it seems to have a pref-
erence for younger people, since
8 out of 10 of these patients were
under 30 years of age.

L B

The condition starts suddenly
with a pain in the chest, various-
ly described as “stabbing,” knife-
like,” or * like a vise” around
the lower ribs. In the outbreak
mentioned, the pain occurred in
attacks, the patient being com-
pletely free from the pain be-
tween the attacks. The pain was
made worse by deep breathing
and in some cases by yawning
or talking or walking.

A number of the patients
found they were able to lie com-
fortably on their abdomen. In
most of the cases, the pain af-
fected the chest alone, but, in
a number of other instances, the
abdomen was also involved. The
cnest pain was always felt over
&ckl‘ower ribs, in both front and

blood early in the sickness, al-
though a reduction in a number
of cells was noted in some of the
patients after several days.

The symptoms in some cases
were like those of severe influ-
enza.

L B

Thus far, the exact cause of
this condition has not been de-
termined. It may possibly be due
to an infection with a virus.

might be offered to local public
ownership \ agencies. Perhaps
new PUD moves may be ini-
tiated to pick up the ta_, ends
of the system: Astoria, Pendle-

What SEC is
the sale by private negotiation
rather than by bidding, also the
commissions offered to Myers.
A sale of PP&L to PGE would
require the approval of the city
of Portland and of the Oregon
public utilities commissioner.

This would leave Washingt
Water Power and Portland Gas
& Coke companies dangling on
the AP&P hook; but means
would be found soon to dispose
of them.

It looks like a callous business
deal on the part of AP&P. Hold-
ing the common stock of PP&L
its concern is to get as much
money out of it as it can. Like
the owners of Puget Sourd Pow-
er & Light it is ready to quit
fighting public ownership—for a
price. Presidents McKee and
Robinson of PP&L and WWP
have had hopes that their com-
panies would be allowed to con-
tinue as private corporations,
but their counsel evidently has
been ignored by Presidert Aller
of AP&P.

Locally we have no direct con-
cern in the matter, but if the
deal goes through the system will
be flung to the
four winds as it were, with little
regard paid to interests of locali-
ties or of emploves of the com-
pany. The western public is
caught in the machinations of
Wall street and the politicians,
The “children of light” are prov-
ing themselves adept in the
methods of the children of dark-
ness.

Hollywood
on Parade

By Gene Handsaker

my

I saw *“The Fallen Idol’ themother
night. Pretty good show. First
movie I'd seen in six months”™
On living in Hollywood: *“I
wouldn’'t know what to do with

myself if I lived here ;all the
Walter lives in a redwood

house he built in 1932 at 6,700
feet altitude in the San Bernard-
ino mountains, 100 miles away.
Seven bedrooms, 30-by-60 foot
living room, big

Monday Philadelphia.”
Said Gale, by then weary:
thanks.” Now freelancing
hopes for a good part, which she
rates. Tis B on, Tex.,
beauty is one Hollywoodian who
has never gone Hollywood . . .
Her husband, Lee Bonnell, who
switched from acting two years
ago, has a thriving insurance
business. “Mostly life policies,”
he explains; “usually there's just
one claim” . . .

literary life by an author who,
having written “The Proper
Bostonians,” should know what
the literary life is.

Bill Devereux does publicity
for Hathaway, publisher; an ed-
itor decides that some columns
by Mitchell Hickok of Copper
City, Ariz., will make a book;
somebody important who knows
Hickok also knows Hathaway
and hopes Hathaway will do
right by the young man; Hath-
away passes the word on to
who on a trip west visits the
ault{aor in hl:l;&tlniehabiut.

looks a hopeless
to fit out his author in a 10-
gallon hat and try to make out
that he's related to Wild Bil
Hickok. But Hickok in New
York proves uncooperative. He
is not related to Wild Bill, he
says; a 10-gallon hat to him is
nothing but a souvenir: a cock-
tail party attended by the right
people isn't so important as a
bus ride out of which he can
get a story for the paper back
home; and as for blowing his
own horn, he doesn't have a
horn.
~_ Thanks to a fistfight in the
Pennsylvania station, Hickok
gets a front page story and pic-
ture. From then on, when pub-
licity-minded Bill wins a round

programs, publishing,
publicity and crities . . . I par-
who

ticularly enjoyed the critic

mL is a 't‘omi; which I re-
spect, thanks restraint, its
consistency and its general per-
Ung?u.“nbut a nti‘uhwhich I
can amusing; it not the
funniest satire of the decade.
Just why a bright jidea imtelli-
gently developed doesn't arouse
laughter I'm not sure; it's either
too close to the truth, or not
close enough. The take-offs

before a joint Tri-Y and Hi-Y as-
sembly on the topic “Should I Go
to College?™ e

GRANT SCHOOL
Mary Wood is the newly elected

seniative to the student counecil.
Council representatives are: Ken-
dall Ayres, Mike Carol

Allen, Marilyn Tate, Robert Me-
Donald, Darrell Clemens, Nancy
Denton, Sharon Pessinger, Robert

Wood, Douglas Simmons, Peggy
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