the benefit of mlnklni, is a guestion of tre-
mendous social, political and historic sige
niﬂunu._ Also significant, howewver, is the fact

tives of 59 United Nations began working
toward a fuller realization of the ideals pro-
claimed in the unpre-

cedented Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights,

In many ways 1949 was

a year of troubles and of

fear and worry, like the

other years since World

War II ended in 1045.

But ' several events and

trends made 1949 a more

dispute in Kashmir; action on the future
of the former I colonies by the U.N.
General Assembly.

Some day, the year 1949 may be regarded

-theotlncwen.lt d be an
era of growing m,mdunﬁnn;?itlimately,
perhaps, leading to catastrophe—or an era
of increasing international cooperation in all
fields of human concern. Whichever it is, the
successes or failures of the United Nations

The devaluation of the British pound and
subsequent devaluation of 26 other curren-
cies, for example, was an event which re-

flected significant changes

in the traditional patterns’

of world trade. But these
devaluations were effect-
ed in agreement with a
UN.-afffliated Specialized
Agency, the International
Monetary Fund.

In- the political field,
one of the major events

was the conflict between .

Yugoslavia, itself a Com-
munist state, and the Soviet Union. But one
of the most intense moments in this contro-
versy was played before’the UN. General
Assembly in New York, when Yugoslavia
wias elected to the Security Council over
Soyiet opposition. The Chinese Civil war,
directly affecting about one-fifth of the human
race, was also brought to U.N,, when repre-
sentatives of China's Nationalist government
charged the USSR with having aided the
Chinefe Communist armies.

The<year was also the one in which the At-
lantic Pact was signed—

a pact which, its mem-

bers declared, in debates

at U.N,, was purely de-
fensive and would
strengthen collective se-
curity in conformity with
the U.N. Charter, while
its opponents denounced

the establishment of an Interngtional Clear-
ing House for such commodities as food; and
a series of loans from the International Bank
to aid various nations on long-range projects
of economie development.

Thus a review of the major international
event, of the year becomes, almost awtomati-
cally, a review of events under the United
Nations flag, mirroring the extent to which
the world’s hope for peace and a better life
are increasingly becoming dependent upon a
flourishing United Nations.
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