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More Money for Public Assistance

The state public welfare commission last
week made public its appeal to the state emer-
gency board for additicfial funds for public as-
sistance during the winter months., The esti-
mated requirements rangé from $850,000 to
$1,000,000. The money would come, according
to the press report, from unexpended balances
earmarked for the public welfare commissi

" Presumably this money is needed prin
ly for what is called géneral -assistance why
simply is car@ of the destitute. So much at
tion and emphasis has been given to old age
assistance that the public has little conception

" of the needs of those underi65 who are poor and
out of work. We have many suchipersons and
families. It is for them primarily that the money
is asked. : 3

While industrial employment gives some
promise of beingsquite stable in the months im-
mediately ahead (barring prolonged bad weath-
er) unemployment will still be high, even
though lumber mills run more steadily than in

" 1949. For the labor population has grown both

by immigration and by the increase coming from
‘schools as youngsters mature. Against these

gains would have to be subtracted the number -

of deaths and those retiring from employment
to get the total labor force. It is however larger
than ever, so unless employment increasés there
is bound to be considerable distress.

Then it is true that many who would be
classed as casual laborers or farm workers did
not earn as much money during 1949 as in pre-
vious years. Harvest periods were short, as in

Canneries held their runs down to avoid

rstocking. Youth bad more trouble finding -

and so run short of money they need in
going to schdol. b
A few weeks ago the writer atiended a con-
ference of heads of local welfare agencies. The
common report was greater demand for help.
=Each agency had to report its ability to give
assistance was limited. (If our Community Chest
fund had been raised they would have had more
money). So the only agency to turn to is the
public welfare t. And from our know-
ledge of conditions we can see where additional
for general assistance,

" has refused to sell its properties in the city,

electric and water for sums offered by the city;
so the city- will have to construct its own dis-

- tribution system, '

The city will have the advantage of a power
supply from Bonneville, at low rates, and not
have to construct any generating facilities. On

the other hand construction costs for distribu-
tion lines will be heavy, and its bonds, issued
as revenue bonds only, draw 4 per cent interest,
which is quite a high charge for money either
for private or public utilities. Facing competi-
tion from the established utility the city will
not be able to offer very substantial cuts in
power rates initially,

Up at The Dalles the county PUD has built
lines in the heart of the city and is doing busi-
ness in competition with the private company,
That again is wasteful competition.

1f a city wants to go into the power business
that is its privilege, though with electric rates
as low as they are in the northwest the attrac-
tion seems limited. The presSures are political
rather than economic., Where a city or'a utility
district does vote for public ownership of elec-
tric distribution it seems both fair and economi-
cally wise to purchase the existing system. The
municipality always has the power of condem~

#nation which it can resort to if agreement is not
reached by negotiation.

Two electric systems in cities like Spring-
field and The Dalles are foolish, involving
wasteful duplication of plant and overhead ex-
penses. The consumers pay in the end. But why
precipitate the controversy for slight possible
advantage by voting for public ownership in the
first place?

Jailing ‘the Parents

Albany is following Eugene in endcting an
ordinance fixing parental responsibility for
juvenile delinquency. The neglectful parent may
be fined up to $250 or sentenced to jail under
‘;Qe ordinance, 4

It is a common saying that the jparents are
the ones really to blame when kids go wrong.
Often they are. Few young people prepare for
marriage or for parenthood by any study of the
responsibilities they will assume in those rela-
tionships, Perhaps the surprising thing is that
children turn out as well as they do.

But delinquency among juveniles isn’t con-
fined to those whose parents are ignorant or
neglectful or indifferent. Many a mother and
many a father grieve their hearts out over their
wayward children. They try to discipline and

train them, but seemingly without success. So

neither Albany or Eugene will stop boys and
Erl_s irom getting into trouble merely by jail-
g their parents. In fact such penalties should

be invoked only in cases where the evidence of

parental responsibility for the child's delin-
guency is clear. -

After putting the boot on employers not to dis-
criminate in their hirings the state couldn't
very well hold color bars for guard enrollment.
The new order of the governor and the adjutant
general should not cause any protest in Oregon.
Race relations here are not badly strained.

—_—

President Truman will give his “state of the
union” message to congress on Wednesday, Al-

lynremi]:tothisl“ﬁmgetndhhlua
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viedom in 1949, passingiBing Crosby who held
the spot for fiye years. Shows how it pays to
behmqywhenymmmkepeoplcthinkyw
are funny. :

By James D. White Even the prom American writien either with or without

AP Foreign News Analyst recognition of the United States the “aid” of Russia and red
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan, 1-(#-" of Indonesia is not the air- China — and made to stick?
Uncle Sam’s toughest job abroad tion it might seem. What it be worth if it
this year lies in Asia. ndonesians are new at running can't be made o stick?
Europe, compared to the their own affairs and their These are some of the ques-
Orient, is relatively stable. It is country is in bad shape from the tions that U. S. policy planners
%moﬂhﬂ;‘ want m,myunorcolathwlr, mdsttrywmt:. the

change i world markets. coming year, trying
ﬁmmhr!mdmm Red attack both the merits of each situation
Wlthmubouttom— theBnDalnturmi’nrnnchln- against the cold war and internal

Asia are coming { t at Jakarte Siooges of irseng '
on are toward the ernment a as o : answers proba
surface. These decisions, colonial rialism. eo:;ethh year Hﬁl:bvmt‘:%
through success or failure, ean $o . States is not to lose out in Asia
affect world history for genera-  That brings us to the core of Asia is restless,
tions to come. the problem of making an Amer- mmmmn
Decisions will come hard for a ican policy for'Asia. In the end may not know where it's headed
number of reasons. Asia is a no policy will work unless it im- ' but it's on its way. :
jungle of dilemmas. Every time E-H tics more than what ! )
the arguments m‘g‘ﬂ Asiatics in a choosy mood. 3
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of action in a certain line of They hate anything to do wi Be“er Enghsh
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among the nations, but can it be

BACK ON THE “WAGON”

for welfare agencies.,
In short, I think the forces of
deflation will gather strength as
the year advances; but that in
itself brings counterweighting

benefits: lower costs, lower

. China will
continue to be a conundrum. It
is doubtful if the reds will try

nomic condition will remain
pinched but no crisis is in sigh
for 1950. Labor will win the
mlnl..ng elections.

Domestic Polities will be ' in
degree stage play for the
November elections. The admin-
istration will concentrate on its
long list of uncompleted proj-
ects, making the

i

elected, the next legislature will
Hhave a republican majerity.

The pressure of higher taxes
will put brakes on ventures into

Agriculture will again prove
rewarding h not on the lib-
eral basls of fhe war years. Farm
labor will be abundant and
farm wage rates lower.

Consiruetlon, locally and across
the country will continue in large
volume at relatively stable cost
levels. This will sustain the lum-
ber market which is the chief
industrial support to Oregon’s
economy. Great public works in
the northwest will provide jobs
and stimulate business. In Sa-
lem the big projects in sight are
the highway office building, the
courthouse, apartment houses.

Vital: Decline in marriage,
birth and divorce rates for 1950.

Summary: Measured by what
we call normal, whatever that is,
1950 will be a good year in Sa-
lem and across the nation, for
business, industry, railroads, ag-
riculture. But it will require
prudent management and hard
work to assure profits, for the
profit margin Is steadily -be
whittled. Persons on wages a
fixed incomes will gain advan-
take through lowering of the cost
of living.

ket traders. An  early-in-the-
year plunge would have paid off
well at the year-end.

I did say that the long wave of
inflation had crested and was
starting to flatten out, that no
deep trough was in sight for
1949, Correct, ’

That organized workers would
have higher wage scales but

 there would be more unemploy-

ment. Correct.
That farmers would have a
good year, but “more risk on
specialty crops.” Correct.
That there would be

That congress would pass a
bigger budget and levy higher
taxes. 50-50. No excess profits
tax—correct. State legislature to
finance bigger budget by dipping
into surplus jncome taxes—cor-
rect.

That thé cold war would con-
tinue but not get hotter. Wrong
first half of year (Berlin block-
ade); correct last half,

Punchline for 1950: Use your
own noodle; in your own affairs
you should be smarter than any-
one else.
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GRIN AND BEAR IT

Bv Lichty
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Henry Turns
Swami to Tell
Man’s Future
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Man, in 1950, will continue t
seek a leader. By a leader, man
means one whom he can trust,
completely and absolutely.
he can follow, not blindly, but
with his eyes open, knowing that

There isnt such a leader alive

?

by such things as_ Jefferson. Day
dinners and a tments that
will help the party rather than
the country.

Churchill. A
great man, but a great man only
when fit his own
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Your Health

By Dr, Herman N. Bundensen,

M. D,
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came familiar to many families
during the war when the arm-
ed services found it necessary to
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You have never read about
anyone else quite like him. Na-
he “eceentric, mi i
was origina
wholesome, ; and on this

dingion, has Tavish

follow.” y:

Don't tell me that I am in-
dulging in wishful thinking
when I talk abotit such a leader.

Iqﬂcmme.

Corporations
Say Business
Tp Get Better
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ing and they
be able to go home in about
10 days. “Home” Is a Aly
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