Benson Leads Prison
Trail; Tells of Sleeping Near Prison Annex

By Lester F. Cour
mwmnmtumn

Haggard and dejected after = rutile, three-month flight from

police, Convict Willlam P. Benson

led prison officials and newmen | he

over the wooded escape trail taken by himself and John O. Pinson
May 30 in a desperate break from the Oregon state prison.

The 44-year-old desperado, handcuffed and led on a chain, un-
folded an amazing story as he retraced the route leading from the

the prison to Turner, 6 miles
southeast of Salem.

Benson, serving five years for
armed robbery in Portland, re-|
vealed that he and Pinson un-|
knowingly rested within sight Ofl
the prison annex a short time af-
ter their early-morning escape.
The same day, he said, they slept
within a few feet of prison con-|
victs cutting wood on a tract about |
one mile south of the prison farm. |
Story Changed ; !

But the voluble convict with a|
Texas drawl again changed hisl
story concerning the pair's flight |
to Portland and steadfastly main-
tained that Pinson, convicted mur-
derer serving life s buried near
Kellogg, ldaho., dead from gun-
shot wounds ineurred in the es-
cape.

Benson, captured in Columbus,
Ohio, September 5 after attempt-
ing sulcide by swallowing ppison.[
was unable to lead officers to
Pinson's grave early this week on
the return trip to the Oregon pri-
son. Warden George Alexanrlerl
and other prison officials indicated |
Thursday they believe Pinson Is |
still alive.

Talks Freely

Benson talked freely Thursday.
telling how he and Pinson sawed
their way out of the “bullpen” |
about 1 a.m., May 30, scaling the |
25-foot east wall in a hall of gun
fire from a guard tower. He
contends Pinson- Incurred the fa-
tal shoulder wound In the flight.

“] hurt both of my feet when
I jumped from the wall,” Benson |
continued, “and from then on they
practically killed me.” Both men
were barefooted.

Benson led Guard Captain Ells-
worth Herder, Guard Don Johnson
and newsmen from the peniten-
tiary south through the state for-|
estry buildings. He sald they stop- |
ped momentarily in Mill creek be-
tween the buildings and South|
25th street to the west side of the
Salem airport.

Lay Near Annex

Here, the men headed east to- |
ward Turner on roads near the[
Southern Pacific railroad track
unti]l reaching a hill in back of the
prison annex, four miles south-
east of Salem. Weary and foot-
sore, the fugitives lay near the an-
nex for an hour before hobbling
along the right-of-way to a small |
mill about six miles west of Tur-
ner.

“There was a beehive near the
mill”, Benson told reporters, “and
that caused me a lot more trouble, |
I got stung in about 20 places |
trying to get some honey. We
were awful hungry.”

Benson showed how he and Pin-
son walked across the tracks al
few hundred feet from the mill
and bedded down for hiding out
Monday. He said they could see
convicts cutting wood about 50|
feet away. He led officers to the|
spot where they fashioned slip-
ers from a strip of tin with a|
knife In an attempt to alleviate |
their cut and aching feet :

Herder found the tin slippers
and asked Benson why they hadn't
worn them. “They just wouldn't
work; they were worse than no-
thing," the convict replied.
Walked te Turmer

The barefooted pair walked to
Turner Monday night securing
bandages for Pinson's wounds,
clothes for both and shoes for
Pinson from the Turner sawmill,
according to Benson. They slept
near the mill pond Monday night
and In a field east of Turner Tues-
day. |
At this int Benson's story |
changed radically from the one|
given prison officials on his ar-
rival in Salem Tuesday. The con-
vict told Warden Alexander he and
Pinson crossed the Willamette |
river at Salem by floating to West |
Saiem on a log, and then had pro-
ceeded to Portland.

Boarded Freight Train

Thursday, however, Benson told
newsmen they had boarded =
freight train at Turner Tuesday
night, getting off at Albany.

He said they stayed In Albany
until Sunday when they boarded
a freight train for 'Portland. He|
said they stole two .38 calibre re-
volvers and a pair of shoes from
a cabin near Albany during their
siay.

Benson said he and Pinson stay-
ed in Portland three days, two at
a hotel and one in a rooming
house on East Burnside stmt.|
“The Japanese owner of the room- |
ing house got eveing us suspici-
ously,” Benson told the reporters,
*“s0 we moved out fast.™

The escape trail, according to
Benson, then led to Seattle, Ellen-

sburg, Yakima and Spokane. He
sald they boarded a bus at Spo-
kane and had been or the road on-
ly a few hours when Pinson be-
came ill from his infected shoul-
der wound.

Says Pinson Died

“We got off the bus then,” he
said. “I think we were near Kel-
logg, Idaho, and I think it was a-
bout two weeks after the break.
I went into town twice for food
and bandages. The second time
I came back Pinson didn't re-
cognize me. He died that night
(about June 7) and I buried him
with a shovel I stole from a mill
up the road.”

Benson sald he then traveled
by bus and freight trains to the
east. He told of taking two trips
to Canada from Detroit, Mich. The
customs officers “were nice to me,”
he stated. “They just asked me
where ] was going just like every-
body else.”

Refuses to Answer
He refused to answer questions

Order Backs
Symington’s
Refusal to Talk

WASHINGTON, Bept. 22-(P)-
Navy Secretary Matthews tonight
countermanded a navy court's de-
mand that Air Secretary Syming-
ton appear in person to tell what
he knows of the B-38 bomber
“smear” campaign.

Matthews stepped into the row
after Symington gave a fast brush
off to the request of a three-man
board of admirals that he appear
before the court.

Matthews directed the admirals
to make “no further effort” to get
Symington to testify.

20 MEXICANS ARRESTED
PORTLAND, Sept. 22-(#)-The
immigration service today deport-
ed 20 Mexicans, who were arrest-
ed recently while working on rail-
road and logging jobs in Klamath
county. They were charged with
Illegal residence in this country.

| Loblk: andiLekrs

By A. C. Gordon

Look and Learn—Feature page..

1. What s the world’'s most
valuable autograph?

2, Which are the two largest
state capital cities in the U. 8.7

3. Whose name appears last on
the list of credits at the beginning
of every motion picture?

4. In which state is situated the
largest known mass of pure iron
in the world?

5. What are the first and last
Books of the Blble?

ANSWERS

1. That of William Shakespeare,
who left only two or three signa-
tures, each worth more than a
million dollars.

2, Boston, Mass,, and India-
napolis, Ind.

3. The director’s namae.

4. Missouri; Iron Mountain.

8. Genesis and Revelation.

Salem
Obituaries

ROTH

Mrs., Henrietta Roth, late resident at
927 N. Church st., In Newton. Kan.,
September 21, at the age of B4 years
Surviving are three daughters, Mrs.
Dorothea Stark, Salem: Mrs. Anne
Jose, Des Moines, Iowa; and Mrs. lda
Zuercher, Whitewater, Kan.; five sons,
the Rev. Theodore Roth, John and
Will Roth all of Whitewater, Kan.;

Emanuel Roth, Arlington, Kan.: 34
randchildren and 21 great-grandchil-
ren. Services will be held Monday,
September 26, at 2 p.m. at the Bethel
Baptist church with the Rev. J, F.
Olthoff officiating. Interment at Lee

| Miszsion cemetery under direction of

the Clough-Barrick thapel.

ALBIN

Mrs Lois M. Albin, at her home at
2085 Raynor st.. September 22, at the
age of 45 years. Surviving are the wid-
ower, Guy H. Albin, Salem; a daugh-
ter, Doris M. Albin, Salem; and her
mother, Mrs. Minnle E. Melyin, Salem.
Services will be held Satutday, Sep-
tember 24 at 10 am. at the Clough-
Barrick chapel with the Rev. Seth
Huntington officiating. Interment in
City View cemetery.

ZURLINDEN

Steve William Zurlinden, at the fam-
ily residence at 2214 N. 4th st Septem-
ber 22, at the age of 23 years. Surviv-
ing mre the parenis, Mr. and Mrs.
George Zurlinden, Salem; a brother,
George Zurlinden, jr., Salem: and two
sisters. Mrs Ruth Moore and Mrs.
Dorothy DuBoise, both of Salem. Mem-
ber of Salem lodge 338, BPOE, and a
corporal In the marine corps reserve.

| Services will be held Monday, Sep-
| tember 38, at 2:30 at the Howell-Ed-

wards chapel with the Rev., Dudley
Strain officiating.

Breithaupts

‘Guards Over Escape

Dave Roth, Moundfidge, Kan.; and"

;
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Recaptured conviet Willlam P, Benson, handcuffed In the fer as

© e retraced his siate prison escape route, is pictured Th y dis-
playing & pair of crude tin slippers which he fashioned with a knife
last Memorial day, shortly after he and John O. Pinson, convieted
murderer, escaped. On his left is Ellsworth Herder, guard eaptain at
the prison, and en the right Guard Don Johnson. The guards found
the crude slippers In the woods near the prison farm annex, about
five miles southeast of Salem, where the men hid out the day of
their escape. (Statesman pheto).

FRIDAY'S BROADCASTS

Pacific Standard Time
Kilocyeles: RSLM 1390, KOCO 1490, KOIN 970. KGW 620. KEX 1190

HOUR 00:00 00:15 00:30 00:45
KSLM _— ——— | 1
KOCO

522’3 Hodge Podee [odge Peire , Mocaw Tous Boire Dok

. L] e #8 ,  [Kneass News [H e Podge

KEX_ Early Bird Early Bird Early Bird Dm, mr:
KSLM Morn. News Timekeeper [March Time |News
KOCO |IKOCO Klock [KOCO Klock
KOIN KOIN Klock [INews INews Fred Beck
KGW Farm Time iFarm Time iold 8 ews
KEX News Bend Box Hazen Show Time Tempos
ESLM . News |Breakfast GangMusic Top Trades
KOCO Tex Ritter ewf & Sports [Top o Ilornln('ﬂza:
KOIN User News rt Baker * [Moore Show |Moore Show
EGwW Musie usic Riders Sage Bam Hayes
KEX Time Tempos |Arzonsky Z. Manners [Riders of Sage

Special

KSLM Barg. Counter Rise & Shine Sons Ploneers .ﬂomu::
8‘000 King's Crusad's/[King's Crusad’s//West Melodies 1Wildw’ Chureh

K1 Powns Sy, o Woid vgiee mreed 904

HEADQUARTEKS
LET HM OUT. GO
MUGG

PcaLinG cag 27, co 1o

P S. NUMBER 10 AND PICK

UP A BOXER DOG WHO'S

CREATING A DISTURBANCE.
THIS IS URCENT. THAT /]

WATER BUGS SKATIN'ON THE
WATER - FROGS HIGH-DIVIN FROM THE
ROCKS-BIRDS SINGIN' IN THE TREE
BUTTERFLIES DANCIN' AROUND- THE
SUN SHININ' DOWN ON THE WHOLE
SHOW JUST LIKE A GREAT GOLDEN

AN IF YOU DON'T MAKE ¥
NO NOISE, YOU KiIN WATCH

A LITTLE COUNTRY CARNIVA
JUST LIKE ATINY

"ALL YOU KIN HEAR IS TINY
LITTLE NOISES - IF YOU

LISTEN REAL HARD,YOU
KIN HEAR THE BROOK
SINGIN' A HAPPY,

PLAYIN' AT THE CARNIVAL -

SPOTLIGHT—

UMM AND JUST
SMELL TWIS AIR,

WELL, WELL, FOLKS, WELCOME TO LATIN
AMERICA, T'M BARSTAIN: CERTAINLY A
PRIVILESE TO MEET A FELLOW EN-
PLOYEE OF FRONTIER Q.

BET

FIMAGINE THET CRITTER
SNEEZIN' IN HERE | WHY ...
THET'S PLUMB UNSANITARY!

=gl'ﬂ Vuu%uc \q?:c News g rL
on up Second Cu ! Jack Berch neass News
KEX ge:ﬁ'l Clud JB'kﬁl Club’ ‘kisp Club B'kfst Club
ESLM N.W. News IQuiz Club |Pastor’s Call (Waltz Time
KOCO galndy Time Melodv Time Stars Sing J. C. Thomas
EOIN Warren Aunt Jenny H. Trent Gal Sunday
EGW House Party ouse Party rine Band Marine Band
EEX M. Bedell |Stars Today opicana ‘Melody
KSLM News iGospel Singer [Perry Como anllz Serenade
KOCO N.W. News [Mem. Music Tune Time 88 Kevs
KOIN Big Sister [(Ma Perkins |Dr. Malone Guiding Light
KGW grchntr. rchestra hildren . L. Lawton
KEX . Malone G. Drake ; [True Story True Story
KSLM Ladies First Ladies First Fueﬂl for Day IQueen a Day
KOCO Music Mart usic Mart Jan Garber Varieties
KOIN News [Come Get It N. Drake Brighter Day
KGW Dble. Nothing Dhle., Nothing [Kneass Newa |Light World
KEX B. Crocker [News |Baukhage INancy Craig
KSLM Top Trades {News N.W. News IBob Eberly
KOCO H'wood Musie Hollyw'd Music News |Ted Dale
KOIN Mrs. Burton P. Mason right & Light'Air-Flo
KGW: Life Beautiful Road of Life epper Family Happiness
KEX Northwest Northwest ¥ West [Kay West
KSLM Tell Neighbor Johnson Fam. |Reveries |Bing Sings
KOCOo Melodies Melodies | Melodies Melodies
KOIN Alr Newspaper/ Air Newspaper Music Please ITunefully Yrs.
KGW B'Stage Wife Stella Dallas L. Jones Widder Brown
KEX B'kist Holly'd B'kfst Holly'd Acres Meet Menjous
KSLM The Storm [The Storm Musie Music
KOCO Melodies Melodies Melodies Melodies
2!01!! Art Kirkham Meet Missus Meet Misses Robert Lewis
EGW Girl Marries Portia Plain Bill Page Farrell
KEX Surprise Pkg. |Surprise Pkg. ([Bride Groom (Bride & Groom
ESLM Say Music I.Sl{ Musie News |Song of Times
KOCoO Melodies Melodies Melodies Melodies
3 KOIN Robert Lewis |Robert Lewis |[Robert Lewis [Robert Lewis
KGW Welcome T ars (Welcome T'rirs lAunt Mary Love & Learn
KEX Be Seated Be Seated ° Add-a-Line |Add-a-Line

EOCO Movie Time . {losopher Bedlam
KOIN Curt Massey . !Little Show Club 15 |E4. R. Murrow
[Kaltenborn

KSLM Fulton Lewis E‘h Hemingway Iﬂeh;nd Story (INews
Bedlam
4 ews
ukon chli'ge [Yukon chl'ge

KGW Woman unny Side
KEX Squirrel Cage . Iquin'd Cage

5 KSLM  B-Bar-B'Ranch |B-Bar-B Ranch /Curly Bradley Curly Bradley

KOCO Rhythm Ranch Rhythm lhnchl!!u::gl Crosby Eu.;‘mm News

KOIN K. Manning ulah .C untley
EKGW Orchestra Piano Peterson
KEX S$pors IHome Editioh ‘Romances IRomance
KSLm Gab. Heater . W News & Hunt |Fish & Hunt
KOCOo Candle t le Light [News Fish taster
KOIN Leave to Joan P'fuw to Joan [Breakfast Breakfast
KEGW Webster Says ebster Says |Father Knows ather Knows
Elmer Davis The Sheriff The Sherift

Tips [Music Cisco Kid |Cisco Kid
KOCO Pat O'Brien IMusi¢ Jackpot [Eve Knight |3 Yard Line

KOIN Young Love foung Love Igiil Husband My Husband |

KGW Dr. 1Q. Dr. 1.Q. Stern Rhythm
KEX Heinle Band Hetnie Band [Your FBL Your FB.I

8 KSLM Straight ArrowStraight Arrow!Meet Band IMeet Band

KOCO H. S. Foothall |H. S. Football H. §. Football . 8. Football
EOIN L. Thomas mith Show |Goldbergs dbergs

KGW Sinatra World News Tree Grows [Tree Grows
KEX Fat Man (Fat Man [Western Skies |Western Skies
KSLM News Newsreel IMusie Music
KOCO H. §. Foothall < H. 8. Football |H. S. Football [News |
KOIN § Suar Final gmrh Bands Parade [Bands Parade
EGW News Sports Page |Bi‘ Town Big Town
KEX Richf'd ReporiIntermezzo Hour IConcert Hour
KSLM Fulion Lewis |[Local News News Music
EOCO Theatre [Theatre ; Musie Music
KOIN Serenade You & w::r hestra Orchestra
EGW Sam Hayes Wax M [Wax Museum [Wax Museum

KEX Concert Hour oncert Hour Tomor'w Mem. /Tomorrow Mem
KSLM Traveler Traveler |Orch. jOrch.

KOCO Nocturne Nocturne Nocturne INocturne

KOIN ——— - — —_

EGW — - S —

EEX —0u l— —— —_—

. dren’s Thester; 500 On the Upbeat:

KOAC—550 k.c.—10.00 am. The N
10:18 Especially w 2 5350 550 Sports Club; 6§00 The News;

E
'S
7

Loge 1998 Wbt Dusary Poalbiams
Wor it Bogios Bawrwd
¢ — Pt boord by Koy Fowom Grd ve

AT DSCORCING WASTEBASKETS,
TRANSPAZENTIIING WINDOWS, ;
AND ERASING FLOORS .

USE YOUR CLEANUP
SQUAD OVER AT

"ORCANIZATION UNIT
NUMBER ONE™




