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Strasbourg and United Europe

Today statesmen will assemble in Strasbourg
to djscuss the subject of a federation of western
Europe. Since the*war the formation of a United
States of Europe has received thoughtful con-
sideration by leaders from Britain to Italy. Now
it is passing from the stage of conversation to
that of action.

Not that the Strasbourg meeting will frame
a constitution for a USE. It will begin more
modestly .~ For instance it will propose an in-
temationg passport for Europe. The matter

of patent rights in different countries will be

discussed, and other topics of common interest.

European unification has not proceeded as fast
#s was hoped when the Marshall plan was
sdopted. " Little progress his been made toward
economic coordination, largely because of Bri-
tain's currency overvaluation. Even American
pressure applied by Paul Hoffman and W. Aver-
ell Harriman has not accomplished much more
than encouragement of interchange of goods.
But the idea is there and the need for unity is
growing more apparent.

Strasbourg, itself a symbol of the need of
unity, is a fifting place for this gathering. Prin-
cipal city of Alsace-Lorraine it has seen flags
and laws and loyalties change five times within
memory of living man. France, then Germany
“in- 1870, then France in 1918, then Germany in
1940, then France again in 1944 exercised sover-
eignty in Strashourg. Tired of being the shuttle
.of a loom that weaves no final pattern, Stras-
‘bourg surely would welcome an organization
of Europe that might give it freedom and secur-
ity. Those who assemble there today surely
will breathe an atmosphere favorable to their
design.
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Trading Stock? \

The administration has assented to revision
of the arms aid bill by pulling out the “blank
check” power given the president to distribute
aid at will and send military forces about the
world on his own decision. Secretaries ‘Acheson
and Johnson presented the draft of the new bill
to the senate foreign relations committee last
week, wher Senator Conally, chairman,
beamed mdmnthc new bill had won “a very
favorable reaction” from members of the com-
mittee. Senators Vandenberg and Dulles were
not so buoyant.

Why was the first bill written and offered
as it was? Did the administration think that
congress would pass it without reading its
text?
in peacetime vest so much er i the hands
of the pregident? Surely they did. Then why
that draft?

Was the objectable matter included simply as
trading stock? Knowing that congress is jea-
lous of its prerogatives and maintains a studied
attitude of suspicion toward the executive de-
partment, the White House or the state depart-
ment may have figured it was wise to include
this matter as bait for congressional wrath, and
then when it was excited {o make the gesture
of concession and agree to its deletion. In this
way, they may have figured, congress. could
claim a great victory. Meantime attention would
be distracted from the core of the bill, au-
thorization of arms aid to the amount df $1,450,-
000,000 as initial installment for rearmament
of western Europe. That would sail through
with lidtle objection.

All this comment is pure specultation. But
it is difficult to see why the administration
would even ask for such a broad grant of power
as the first draft of this bill contained. So
sulpicion arises that it mayv been included for
trading purposes. They know how to play pol-
ftics in Washington the same as at state legis-

latures.
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Rent Decontrol

Governor McKay has approved rent decontrol
for Ashlamd, Eugene and Salem. The federal
authorities have approved decontrol for the
first and presumably will follow through on
the later recommendations on the other two
cities. The federal law runs out in less than a
year, unless it is extended, which seems doubt-
ful: so the effect of decontrol is merely to anti-
cipate by several months the winding up of such
wartime exercise of authority.

There are the usual two sides to the question,
but with controls lifted on virtually every other
ftem it is getting time to wind up restrictions
on rentalss Rent control has developed many
ssyurdities, although without doubt it did re-
strain landlords from profiteering in times of
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Didn't they know that gress wouldn't,

critical housing shortages in cities. That con-
dition is fast being relieved.. .

Still missing
or the cheap rent. Missing also are cheap food,
clothing, fuel, automoibles and appliances. It
is significant however that there are fewer
evictions for non-payment of rental during the
current period of inflation, even in decontrolled
areas than there are when rents are low
deflation holds sway. . -

The country has to plunge off the diving
board some time. The present extension of
rent control should be the last.

“Treasure Mountain”

Many people have dug for buried treasure
at Treasure Cove at the foot of Neah-kah-nie
niountain on the Tillamook county coast, fruit-
lessly, wasting their time and effort and money.
But Mrs. Evelyn Sibley Lampman has dug there
and come up with treasure. What she has done
is to make Neah-kah-nie the setting and the
legend of the buried treasure part of the pilot
of a story, now published in book form: Treasure
Mountain (Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $2.50).

It is a book for janiors, but older people fam-
iliar with the locale and with the legend will
find it of interest.
are a l4-year-old boy and his younger sister,
Indian children, who go from Chemawa Indian
school to spend thé summer with an old great-
aunt at Nehalem. Something of Indian lore,
much of the natural scene and the ways of Mo-
ther Nature are woven into ‘the narrative: and
there is the infusion of the modern (cars, high-
ways, taxes) to link the tale with the present.

The book is illustrated by Richard Bennett.
A previous book by the same author is “Crazy
Creek.”
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Sheriff Mike Elliott of Multnomah county
hasa beat a retreat. He has restored to his posi-
tion, with back pay, Stanley MacDonald, chief
of the bureau of identification. We hope he
permits MacDonald to_resume his service to
other cities and counties for the solution of grave
crimes, because he is one of the ablest men
engaged in scientific criminology in the country.
Details as to compensation and payment for a
few feet of film are insignificant compared with
the importance ?f his service. They can be
worked out with {fairness to all parties. Other

agencies using MacDonald's services are ready
to pay for the same.

—_— -

The airforce has given up as impractical
schémes to make rain. Preventing rain may be
of equal impertance in weather control for
military action. If.it hadn't rained before the
battle of Waterloo Napoleon would have led
firm ground for his cavalry and probably would
have won the battle. In the battle of the bulge
in 1047 lifting of the clouds permitted the air-
force to loose clouds of planes to strafe and
break up the German formations.  Man still has
far to go to dictate to the maker of the weather.

The draft law is suspended at present and
will expire by limitation next June 25th. Un-
less some emergency arises it will not be re-
newed. Voluntary enlistments are sufficient
to maintain military personnel. Many a young
chap disappointed in getting a job on leaving
school, turns in at a recruiting office and signs

up. The army, airforce and navy and marines

really have something to offer to/young men
wanting either temporary employment or a
career.
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Legionnaires and their families seemed to
enjoy their stay in Salem for the annual con-
vention. Weather was good for all outdoor
events. Salem posts proved excellent hosts and
the convention of the Legion and the Auxiliary
moved off smoothly. Come again in '59.

Los Angeles is paying a price for its indus-
trialization. Besides smog it is getting foul
odors which said to emanate from refineries and
earth-bound by the smog. Salem has its paper-
mill odor, but that is sulphur which we know
is “purifying.”

With all the warning against talking ourselves
into a business slump the Wall Street Journal
comes up with an apt characterization: “Psycho-
somatic Depressions.”

The department of state has published its
“white paper” on U. S.-China relations. While
rocks, this time not in Hollywood but in Italy.
it shows a deficit it is not printed in red.

' By Clarke Beach
AP Foreign Affairs Anaivst )
WASHINGTON, Aug, 7-#-
Many Americans who have made

quick tours of Europe this sum-
mer say they don't see why there
is any further need for Marsh-
all plan mid. .

The cities look prospercus and
normal, they said. And they
are right. This reporter also
just returned from a hurried spin
through London, Paris, Rome,

dard of Living Still Low

being aided by the
covery program (ERP), taken als
together, have not only brought
their industrial production rate
up to prewar levels — in the first
quarter of 1949 they exceeded the
1938 annual rate by 15 par cent.

of what Americans spend. The
annual consumption expenditures
per person in this country this
year is about $1,300. In 1839 it
was about $800.

re-

what you learned about wages
in Paris. A skilled mechanic

Nice and Athens. Business is lyzed. Yet prices are high. Relative-
brisk everywhere. The shops The first thing you learn is that Parisians have
_are full of The retaur- the a Furopean's level of never in their lives been able
anis have ty of good food living is still far below the pre- to afford a seat at the Folies Ber-
except in London. You see few war level. The annual per capita gere ($3.50). They can't eat iw
beggars an the streets. An Am- consumption in the ERP coun- the good restaurants, where the
erican with a reasonable amount services check seldom amounfs to less

. of money gets a general each persom for, expres- than $3"to $4 a person.
impression of gaiety and econ- sed in terms of 1949 dollars — As for industrial production,
omic normalcy. was $325 in 1948. In 1938 it was -the 15th cent rise is still
“How about industrial produc- $394. far level at which they
tion”™ ome asks offiicals of the || ®|® '® must produce if they are to re-
economic cooperation administra- It has risen a little since 1947, store prewar economic conditions.
. fion (ECA). when it was $302. ECA hopes (The rate of industrial produc-
Al to get it up to $393 by 1952. Then tion in the has risen about

The answer is that the nations it will still be only a fraction 66 per cent 1938.)

to be sure is the' “cheap house"™ .

The principal characters

# These figures remind you of’

Bull Elephant
Hiding Near
Johannesburg

By Heaoery McLemere
JOHANNESBURG, South Af-
rica, Aug. T7—Honestly, there

seems to -be no limit to what 1

will do for my readers.

Here I am, sitting in a hotel
room, writing a column when, all
_around me for miles and miles
and miles, is
land that s
loaded with
gold Loaded
with more go'd
than there is
anywhere else
in the world.

If 1 weren't
such a con-
scientious cuss
you know
where I would
be, don't you?
Mclemore - Somewhepe out
in the suburbs of Johannesburg,
whacking away at the ground
with a pickax in search of a few
nuggets to take care of me when
my hair is gray, my back is bent,
and my fingers are no longer
able to reck away at a Reming-
ton portable.

I got in here only a few hours
ago, the Pan American Clipper
“Wayfarer” having put me down
after a 17-hour flight from Da-
kar. You don't have to be in
Johannesburg but a few minutes
before you are copiscious of gold

and more gold.
- L]

As you drive in from the air-
port you see rising on both sides
of the road the mammoth gold
mine dumps, bleak monuments
to the glistening metal that lies
beneath this city. These dumps,

» writes James Lodge in his admir-
able guide to Johannesburg, are
considered unsightly by some
South Africans, but to most of
the citizens they are as much a
part of Johannesburg as the
Pyramids are of Cairo, the Arc
de Triomphe of and the
Statue of Liberty of New York.

Crossing and re-crossing the
airport road are the railway lines
of the mines, with diminutive
engines pulling cars heaped with
_the gold-laden ore. It doesn't
glisten. In fact, it is wvery
homely ore, being of a dull gray
color, something on the order of
granite paving blocks. But
tucked away in it is the stuff for
which men have slaved and
fought for centuries. .

- L . L]

Johannesburg has to be seen
to be believed. Sixty years ago
there was nothing here but the
brush, and the only traffic was
that of wild animals and primi-
tive bushmen.

Today it is a city of skyscrap-
ers, shops and hotels as modern
as any to be found in any city
in the world. Millionaires are a
dime a dozen, and their magnifi-
sent homes are a match for any
you care to mame. Sixty years
sago there wasn't a
within 300 miles. Now Johan-
nesburg has a $3,000,000 railroad
station, from which super-mod-
ern trains come and go by the
score each day. .

L .

Thousands of residents re-
member when land along Eloff
Street, the Fifth Avenue of Jo-
hannesburg, was considered so
worthless that it was given away.
Row — well, you better have a
gld mine of your own to buy

off Street property.

This is the biggest, newest,
cleanest city in the world.

It is winter here now, and the
climate is just about perfect. It
is scarcely cool encugh for a
light topcoat in the mornings and
evenings, and midday is strictly
good enough for any chamber
of commerce secretary. -

Modern as Johanrdesburg is,
there was a notice in the morn-
ing paper advising picnickers to
stay away from a favorite picnic

as a bull elephant had
been seen there and was known
to be hiding in the woods near-

by.

Better English

By D. C. Williams

1. What is wrong with thig
sentence? “We saw them in
New York some weeks sinece.”

2. What is the correct pronun-
ciation of “permit” (noun and

verb)?
3. Which one of these words!

“WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF IT, WATSON?”

is misspelled? Hilarity, hygene,!

hieroglyphic.

4. What does the word “des-
picable” mean?

5. What is a word beginning
with se that means “to examine

closely™?
ANSWERS

1. Say, “some weeks ago.”
2. Accent noun on first syllable,
verb on last syllable. 3. Hygiene.
4. Fit or deserving to be despis-
ed; contemptible. “He was a man
of despicable character.” 5. Scru-
tinize,

T

SEEITS
TO INE

(Continued from page one)

middle of a hot summer, but
says that “sooner or later the
men and women on Capitol hill
will have to face the fact that
their duties are steadily grow-
ing more complicated and that
some thinking and some plan-
ning will be required to meet
the resulting demands.”

I doubt if congress as present-
ly constituted ever will act of
its own motion. It may yield to
a strong executive or expedite
its work in the face of an acute
crisis, but the iron boot of tra-

WASHINGTON, Aug 7-{#)ySe
tonight they are trying to help the
contracts without feeling he needs

already at work on legislation.

Just before throwing the in-
quiry open to the public in hear-
ings beginning tomorrow, Hoey
declared in a policy statement that
abuses and improper Influences
won't be tolerated in government
contract letting.

The subcommittee set out to
check whether favoritism has fig-
ured in activities of agents who
help get contracts for others.

Recognizing the problem of the
businessmant in coping with the
maze of government agencies,
| Hoey said:
| *“The subcommittee wants to
| acknowledge at the beginning that
business both. large and small is
entitled to legitimate represénta-
tion in dealing with the govern-
ment. .

Critical of Practices

“We are not critical of the pgac-
tice itself but merely of some of
the abuses which occur in the
;practice and it is these abuses

‘5 Percenter’ Probers Seek to
End Federal Buying Abuses

By Marvin L. Arrowsmith

nate “five percenter” probers said
small businessman get government

“a peddler of influence.”
“One of the asims of the subcommittee,” Chairman Hoey (D-NC)
said, “is to attempt to improve methods™ of government buying. It is

4 Drown as

o
Car Drops into
- L ] L ]

Columbia River

ENTIAT, Wash, Aug. 9 <{#)-
Four people drowned here this
afternoon when a car carrying six
people drove off the end of a ferry
into the waters of the Columbia
river,

The dead: Oscar R. Wiker, Man-
son, Wash., driver of the car; Mrs.

Oscar Wiker, Manson: Mrs. Har-
vey C, Petrie, 57, of Louisville,

35, Richmond, Ind.
The two who escaped were

Ind.; and Mrs. Inez Slatter, Pon-

| which the subcommittee hopes to
| curtail.

tiac, Mich.,, who crawled out of a

| window to safety.
“In some considerable measure, |

‘ businessmen, especially small bus- |

According to eyewitnesses, Wik-
er was driving. He approached

dition and seniority is too strong. j inessmen, due to réd tape and ‘he | the ferry from a steep bank, and
It will take a real political up- | inherent bigness of present day when midway on the boat deck

heaval to reform the functign-
ing of the congress. ;

Wild Dogs Spread Fear
In Northern Greenland

COPENHAGEN-{(# - The
Greenland commission of the Dan-
ish parliament, which will wisit
Greenland this summer, has been
warned not {o go there unarmed.

An official announcement called
on the members t¢ take big wood-
en clubs with them. The authori-
ties are not afraid of hostile
Greenlanders, but of wild dogs
in the northernmost settlements.

GRIN AND BEAR I

T By Lichty

government gsometimes feel
must hire a peddler of influence
in desperation.

Te Improve Methods

“One of the aims of the sub- |
committee is to attempt to im-
prove methods of procurement and
to make it easier especially for
the small businessmen to do bus-
iness with the government.”

The subcommittee, he said, has
a bill in tentative form aimed at
correcting the situation.

Secretary of Defense Johnson
will be the lead-off witness at
hearings expected to last at least
two weeks. The subcommittiee has
| asked Johnson to outline what the
| military establishment is doing
lconceming the activities of com-

mission men in helping get con-
tracts for a fee, often five percent.

The secretary will be followed
to the witness stand by Paul
Grindle, Massachusetts furniture
manufacturer whose statements
touched off the investigation which
quickly led to the suspension of
two army major generals.

'Takes Swimming |

;Lessons with
7 Grandchildren

ATLANTA, Aug. 7 - (# - For
most of her 54 years Mrs, Clarence
Wallace had wanted to swim.

But somehow she hadn't found
time, even when her six children
were learning.

Now she is taking her (first
lessons in a city swimming pool
—along with her seven grandchil-

It hasn't been hard she says;
explaining: {

Iney | the attendent motioned him to |
|stop. But the car kept on going, |

smashed through a guard chain,
teetered momentarily on the ramp,
and toppled into 12 feet of water.

Black bears are fond ‘otlx&mots.
nuts, berries, and fruit, but will
also eat flesh and fish.

Ind.; and Miss Clemting Petrie,

Fredericka Petrie, 28, Louisville, |

|Mac Return to
Testify on Bill

By Oliver W. deWelf
WASHINGTON, Aug. 7 ~#)> <
Senator Knowland (R-Calif) to-
day called for the *i te™
return from Japan of General
Douglas MacArthur to testify on
the foreign arms aid program.

Knowland and 12 other sena-
| tors are trying to get $1775,000,000
of the proposed $1.450,000,000
fund earmarked for military aid
to noncommunist China,

Knowland also requested that
Vice Admiral Oscar C. Badger,
commander of the US. naval
forces in the China area, be re-
turned with the Far Eastern ar-
| my chief to testify before the sen-
ate’s foreign relations and armed
services committees, b
To Open Hearings

The committees open their joint
hearings tomorrow with Secretary
of State Acheson as the first wit-
ness on the bill intended to cool
off any Russian aggressive jdeas.

The house foreign affairs com-
mittee has some 13 witnesses lin-
ed up on the same bill including
Brig. Gen. Bonner Fellers, a for-
mer MacArthur aide.

The controversial measure now
contains $1,160,000.000 for North
Atlantic pact nations; $261,000,000
for Greece and Turkey, and $27,-
000,000 for Irah, Korea and the

Philippines.
Amount Said Too Large
Many lawmakers argue the

overall amount is too large,
Knowland is a member of the
armed services group and author
of the plan to set aside $175,-
000,000 of the arms bill for China.
Knowland, writing to Acheson
and Defense Secretary Johnson,
observed that the joint U.S. chiels
of staff will not have time to make
the same kind of a survey in the
Far East that they have been
making in Europe.
In view of this, he *“strongly
urged” the two secretaries to or-
der back MacArthur and Badger
to testify *“on the Far Eastern
phases of a problem which is
global in character.”
The joint chiefs—General Omar
Bradley, Admiral Louis Denfeld
and General Hoyt Vandenberg —
are due to report on their Euro-
pean trip to the combined com-
mittees Wednesday.

P-40 PILOT KILLED

RENTON, Wash., Aug. 7-(#)-An
unlicensed army surplus P-40
fighter plane carried its pilot to
a fiery death today when it falter-
ed during a takeoff, struck a util-
ity pole and crashed in flames near
the high school football field. The
victim was Harvey B. Gerlach,
28, Seattle, a Boeing airplane
company employe who recently

purchased the single-engined craft
in Canada.

Tele-fun

by Warren Goodrich

,.

|
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*"That professer! No wonder

henever getsany calls.”’., You

may miss important calls if the

telephone is left off the hook...
| Pacific Telephone.

. VALLEY

{ V--
375 Cenier SL L

WHERE THERE'S S
THERE'S HIGHER COST /

— e E—— —

MOKE

® All pision rings replaced

with new Genuine Ford
‘Rings

® Cazbon cleaned from cylin-

der heads '

® Clean- and adiust spark

plugs :

©® Inspect bearings |
lllwqhd-hullgddl
installed :

@ Change oil
Wi USE OMLY GENUVINE FORD PARTS
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