Letter b

NEW YORK—I was in Philadel-

Monday to attend a meeting 0,5

board of “Presbyterian Life,
the publication of the Presbyterian
church which is now just a year
old. 1 was one of the committee
named to launch the magazine and
am still on its board. The experi-
ence has been an interesting one.
Launching a magazine, even un-
der church auspices is by no means
easy. The board meetings are
strenuous affairs, under compul-
sion to decide many important mat-
ters in limited time,

J My associates on the board come
from various parts of the country,
most of them laymen. One man, J.
B. Crutchfield of Pittsburgh, is
president of the American Fruit
Growers, with interests in the sou-
thern Oregon pear belt and in the
apple growing sections of Wash-
ington as well as in other parts
of the country. One man is a col-

dent: one woman is wife
of the president of another col-
lege; another woman a former na-

§

tional head of the P-TA. One mem-
ber is in charge of public relations
for of couniry’s largest

. The contacts with
are stimulating, even
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. Population was at an all - time
at the Oregon State peniten
tiary today. '
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North A alliance by a
to one margin. The action
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House Kills Vet P

ension--By One-Vote Margi

Disputes
Shackle

Session

House, Senate

Dispute ‘Who's
Slowing Who’

By Lester F. Cour |
Staff Writer, The Statesman f

Sharp differences over old age |
pensions and racing meets slowed |
down the Oregon legislature
Thursday, threatening to make the |
1949 session the longest In
tory.

At the same time, a rift be-|
tween the house and senate over
“who's murdering ' our bills” |
promised to bog down progress
still further as the lawmakers
wound up their T4th day — only
10 days short of the record 84-day
session in 1947,

A joint ways and means sub-
committee Thursday divided 5§ to 3
over provisions of ‘the proposed
$50-a-month old age pension writ-
ten by the house welfare com-
mittee.

Five commitiee members be-
lieve the state should have prior
claim on any real property left
by deceased pensioners.

Puis $5,000 Limit

Three members favor the bill
written by the welfare committe
which bars state claims on
erty valued at less than ,000.
the state could

dates. :

The committee action came af-
ter the house sent the group’s race
meet bill back to committee for

his-‘

senate developed Thursday momn-
ing when Sen. Allan Carson, Sa-
lem, charged that numerous bills
approved unanimously in the sen-
ate were being buried In house
committees. Sena charged that
one committee has failed to act
on more than 100 bills. Others
said the house was deliberately
passing its own bills, refusing to
act on the senate’s and then charg-
ing the senate with holding up
adjournment.

The house voted to permit mar-
ried couples to continue splitting
their incomes for state income tax
purposes after the repealed com-
munity property law expires. The
bill now goes to

Sent to the governor 3 the
house were senate-approved bills
allowing the board of control to
send Oregon's criminals to a
women'’s r : in California
and permitting officials of Hill-
crest School for Girls to return
incorrigible girls to jurisdiction of
the courts,

Drivers’ License Bill

The house killed a bill which
would have boasted drivers’ lic-
ense fees to $5, earmarking the
additional funds for county and
city roads. :
Also passed in the house and
sent to the senate were bills ap-
propriating $22500 to buy addi-
tional for the state heat-
ing plant at 13th 'and Ferry streets:
increas from $4.500 to $5,000
salary of district
judges of Marion, Lane and Clack-
amas counties; ., abolishing the
post-war readjustment and devel-
opment commission.
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Baldock Blasts Bill to Bar City Road Projects

C*ost Bf Lﬁvin*g D;op Wipes Out i94§’s éoo;t

Food Prices
Reduced 23 %
Last Month

WASHINGTON, March 4 (P
The cost of living has dropped for
the fifth month in a row, and vir-
tually all of the Increase that oc-
curred in 1948 has now been wip-
ed out, government figures show-
ed today.

The bureau of labor statistics
reported that its consumers’ price
index declined 1.1 per- cent be-
tl:un January 15 and February

index figure on February
15 was 169 per cent of the 1935-
39 average. It was 27 per ecent
above June 1946, when OPA con-
trols were abandoned, and 71 per
cent higher than the pre-war level
of August 1939,

The substantial cuts in food pri-
ces between January and Febru-
ary sent the index on that class
of items down 2.5 per cent.

There were smaller declines for
clothing and house furnishings. As
a result of the three the index,
which represents the retail ces
of goods and services t by
moderate income families in large
cities, took one of its deepest de-
scents for one month since the
war,

The food index on February 18

was 190.7 per cent of the 1935-39
average, 8 per cent below the July
1948 peak. It was 2% per ecént
lower than a year ago and 37
cent above the June 1946

Sue Barnes
Salem Cherry
Fete Princess

SALEM PRECIFPITATION
(Bept. 1 to March 125)
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LONDON, March 24 — The Mes-

Las: Year

This Year
36 96 e

Average
30.34
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Ton of Dynamite Blasts Rock at Croisan ()
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hard rock after more than
south of Balem. Behind

Bulganin Removed as
Russian Military Chief

LONDON, March 24—(#)-The Soviet Union announced tonight that
Marshal Alexander M. Vasilevsky, 49, has succeeded Marshal Nik-
olai A. Bulganin as minister of the armed forces - - the highest mili-

tary t in all of Russia.

is was the first big change In soviet military leadership since
Prime Minister Stalin stepped down as minister of the armed forces

* *

*

cow radlo announced tonight
Marshal Nikolal A, Bulganin
(abeve), has been sweceeded by
Marshal Alexander M. Vasilev-
sky as minister of the armed
forces of the Soviet Union.

T-H REPEAL ADVANCES
WASHINGTON, March 24 -(

President Truman's bill to r

the Taft-Hartley act won 13-10

approval by the house labor com-

mittee today and headed toward

‘an early debate In the house.

in 1947 and appointed Bulganin to

administrator, Bulganin will pre-
‘nmbly keep his dputy premier-

Pp.

Into the post of minister of the
armed forces comes a relatively
young man who has carved out a
distinguished career in soviet mil-
ftary annals. Vasilevsky was dep-
uty minister under Bulganin and
therefore is closely associated with
the workings of office.

Smelt Run Hits
Sandy River

PORTLAND, Ore.,, March 24-
(#)-The long-awaited amelt run
reached the Sandy river tonight,
gignalling a sure-to-follow stam-
pede of Portlanders to the river
banks 15 miles east of here.

Licenses entitling the holder to
25 pounds of fish per day are sold
at the scene for 50 cents. Last year
32,170 were sold in the few days
of the run.

Hungarian Government Qusts Two Americans
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China Ship Hits
Pirate Mine;
Casualties High

CANTON, Friday, March 25-(P)
Authorities estimated more than

plosion oeccurred.

(A dispatech from Nong Kong
said there were 000 passengers
aboard.)

The injured were being brought
to Canton.

It was believed here that the
mine was laid by pirates after the
owners refused %o pay extortion
money.

The explosion eccurred In Eliot
passage, six miles &ast of Canton.
The Orient is a ship of 1,200 tons.

Senator Walsh
Acting Governor

Senate President Williamm Walsh,
Coos Bay, took over as Oregon's
chief executive Thursday while
Gov. Douglas McKay s in Poca-
tello, Idaho, attending a Columbia
basin Inte?agency committee
mee A
Sen. Dean Walker, Indepen-
dence, presided over the senate in
Waish’s place. Governor McKay
will return to Salem today.

TRUMAN BUCKLES DOWN

WASHINGTON, March 24 -()
President Truman today swept his
April calendar clear of all out-
of-town engagement and announ-
ced a daylight-to-dark work
schedule, apparently aimed main-
ly at tting his legislative pro-
gram rough congress.

RAISE FOR CITY WORKERS
PORTLAND, March 24-(A)-City
here will get a §5
monthly pay boost start July 1.
Ormond R. Bean, city finance
commissioner, said it will cost
taxpayers about $188,000 annu-
ally.
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ssweez-z Salem Absent at

Delegates From

Senate Hearing
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road is
completed. It also would delay Sa~
000 y

the cities Is s0o bad that they are
strapped so that they can't do
much of anything on their roads
and streets.”
Would Change Sysiem

Baldock said the bill would
force the highway commission to
do away with its system of allo-
cating money equally o the state’s
five highway districts. he
said, would cause spendlnLnl the
Portiand district's money other
péctions of the state.

¥. M. Hathaway, Portland mo-
tel owner, the bill be-
cause he owns a motel on
boulevard, from where
traffic would be diverted to

The Oregon Farm Buresu fed-
eration also supported the bill, as-
serting that .all should be
spent on farm-to-market roads.

National VFW
Commander to
Talk in Salem

Lyall T. Beggs, national com-
mander in chief of the Veterans

of Foreign Wars, will?-k-tl
district meeting of posts in

‘| Salem, Saturday, April 9, it was

announced Thursday, night.

Subject of his talk will be an-
nounced later.

Begge will install new officers
of the district’s eight posis at the
meeting which will be held in the
VFW hall. It will be open to the
public, The Marion and Meadow-
lark posts will be hosts,

Mr. Rush Fined
- For Speeding

Salem police say a name doesn't
mean a thing to them, but Kim
Earl Rush, Portland, was fined $15
in municipal court Thursday for—
that's right, speeding.

Arresting officers said Rush
was rushing out North Capitol
street at 45 miles per hour when
arrested early Thursday morning.

QUAKE AT GRANTS PASS

GRANTS PASS, March 24-()-
A light earth tremor, felt over a
considerable area today, caused no
damage here. It was recorded at
12:55 p. m. Many persons teleph-
oned in reporis.

DALLAS, March 24 -(Special)-
huge re-appraisal program in-
volving all real estate in Polk
was recommended to the
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Polk County Assessor Advises
Overall Re-Appraisal Prog-am
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Rankin
Concedes
Fight Los

Recount of Votes
Sends Measure
Into Oblivion

By Morgan Reynolds
WASHINGTON, March 24
In a final jittery flip-flop ball
the house today killed the Ran
veterans' pension bill — by a
vote margin,

Ironically, the death stroke
administered on the Initiative
a World War II veteran.

The sudden end to Rep. J
E. Rankin's efforts to® put
his multi-billion dollar
climaxed three days of
some debate du which
house members changed th
votes five times before shelvi
the bill,

On the showdown the tall
208 to 207 to send the
legislation back to the v
committee for “further stud
(Reps. Norblad, Ellsworth
Stockman voted to shelve the
Rep. )Anltll favored the

“That kills this legislation
congress,” Rankin said,

Rankin confident
his pension

- —

———— ”

reached the age of 85,
gardless of their financial

welgh
even its aut
could scarcely recognize it. '

It was a combat veteran, R
Olin E. Teague, of

Teague moved to strike out
measure's enacting clause — 1t
vital part of bill which would
it into effect If enacted.

The motion lost on a stand
vote, 160 to 158.
But Teague demanded a telle
vote, and when the members :
marched down the asisles, 1t

count was 171 to 168 In favor.

The Texan then asked the he

to send the bill back to the o

mittee.

Tense, Confused Mament .
This brought the most !

and conf moment of all &
the lawmakers made public th!
decision in a roll-call vote. Und
similar circumstances two d
earlier they had wvoted off
record to shelve the bill,
changed their minds on the
call test.

As the count was In
two Pennsylvania democ
Reps. Barreit and Granha
changed their votes to the
with the Rankin bill foes,
On the Associated Press :
sheet these switches changed

unofficial total from 209 to

Acting S ker John -
mack ({)-MP-:) on his own |
tiative immediately ordered a
count.
When the last name had b
called and the votes counted
with no changes - they add
up to 208 to 207 — In favor |
Teague's motion to shelve the bi
It was the closest wvole
major bill in the house sing
Aug. 12, 1941. That was when, &
another one-vote margin, the law«
makers approved extension of
draft law.

Jane W yman, II |
Olivier Capture
Movie Oscars

HOLLYWOOD, March 24
“Hamlet,” which William

i

best actor, for art direction, 1 }
decoration and costume design. it 2
Lovely Jane Wyman won '
feminine award for her plain

m.ll:’dutmh"-l

“Hamlet” Is the first Bri
picture to win this country's
award.




