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Art and Political Guilt

Dr. Wilhelm Furtwaengler gave up hu en-
gagement as guest conductor of the Chicago
Symphony orchestra in the face of protests from
artists that they would not appear with the
orchestra under his baton. The objection of these
musical stars—Lily Pons, Vliadimir Horowitz,
A#thur Rubenstein, Gregor Piatigorsky — was
that Furtwaengler was conductor of the Berlin
Philharmonie in the days of Adolf Hitler's pow-
er and glory. Furtwaengler was cleared by a
German denazification court, but that did not
satisfy those who saw him as a minion of na-
tional socialism.

Furtwaengler is only one of several great per-
formers who faces ostracism in greater or less
degrete as a result of association with the nazi

* cause. Madame Kirsten Flagstad, one of the
world’s most famous opera singers, hasnot been
recalled to the Metropolitan and has met with
eriticism on her U.S. concert tour. The fault
attributed to her is that her husband was a col-
laborator with Quisling in Norway. Mme. Flag-
stad herself went home at the war’'s outbreak,
and stayed with her family; and says she gave
no concerts before the nazi bigwigs. .

Another artist caught in the purge is Walter
Gieseking, famous German pianist. Columns of
the New York Times and the Nation have been
devoted to attack and defense of Gieseking. He
too escaped any punishment in Germany, but
Delbert Clark, correspondent of the Times lod-
ged a serious complaint of his pro-Hitler activi-
ties. This has drawn vigorous replies from fri-

formances?

least.

&d{: in his defense.
phel Demos of Harvard in a letter to The
Nation poses the real gquestion: “Are we to con-
demn a cultural work because the character of
its author is bad?”

This question is by no means new, thoigh
rarely before has politics been the basis of the
test. In the matter of morals the world has been
quite tolerant. Some may boycott the movies of
Charlie Chaplin and Erroll Flynn because of
their reported misconduct, but they still pros-
per, though “Fatty” Arbuckle went into dis-
grace after a sordid adventure. Rembrandt’s
painting are almost priceless, and only those who
know: details of his biography recall he slept
with his housekeeper. The novels of Charles
Dickens still sell, without regard to his extra-
martial indulgences. In fact it has seemed some-
times that genius could successfully claim im-
munity from the conventions of morality.

What then shall we say of the musicians who
basked in the favor of dictators like Hitler and
Mussolini? One precious example of personal
integrity is that of Arturo Toscanini who re-
signed as conductor of the orchestra at La Scala
opera house in Milan rather than play Musso-
lini’s anthem and left Italy. These others, Gie-
seking and Furtwaengler, were more complaint.
They fiddled while Hitler committed crimes on
WPvaster scale than did Nero. Shall we now wel-

to bark about.

come them to this county and reward them with
customary American liberality for their per-

The issue becomes acute in Hollywood where
motion pictures companies attempted a purge of
communists, including those who refused to tes-
tify before the house committee on unAmerican
activities. Some who would reject Gieseking
would' at the same time protect the Hollywood
reds in their employment. Confusing, to say the

As Demos found, the answer is not clear, It is
hard to divorce the artist from the person, the
musician from the pawn of Hitler. It is true that
David played the harp before Saul, Bach was
choirmaster to a prince and Mendelssohn to
German kings though they were not of Hitler's
ilk. Perhaps we should let individuals answer
the question as they choose, by going to or stay-
ing away from concerts of these artists tainted
by association. This may make the artist a vic-
tim of prejudice, but since art is tied so closely
to feelings that can hardly be avoided. Time
though may act as solvent on bitterness and the
cause of art triumph over desire for punishment
of political offenders.

-

Community Property Law on Way Out

Probably the state community property law
will be repesled. It was passed in 1947 primarily
to help PDregon citizens save on their income
taxes. Now that the federal law permits division
on income as in community property states (like
California, Washington) the state law is not
needed for the purpose.

The community property law does give added
protection to the rights of married women. It is
a law requiring continued court construction
and complicates business transactions greatly,
but it does give a woman title to half the ac-
cumulations 8f the “community.”

A contributor to B. Mike's column in the Ogn
suggests the government provide free diaper
service. Now there’s a plank ready-made for
republicans who are hunting for a winning is-
sue. The GOP has failed to attract the young
voters but with free DS that vote would be
right in the laundry bag with the drawstring
pulled. It comes within 'the cradle-to-grave
security provision too.

—

Babies these days are born in all sorts of
places from taxicabs to hospitals. In San Jose
an expectant mother didn't make it to the ma-
ternity hospital in time. Her baby was born—
at a roadside boarding kennel! That's something

The mortality rate among chiefs of police is
higher than with college presidents. The one at
Forest Grove resigned; and the one at Florence
got fired. But always some one seems eager to
step into the ex-chief's shoes.

Reds Still Aided by Europe War Fear
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fo persuade Prime Minister Spa-
ak of Belgium, ps the most

of ropean leaders
an ideal candidate, to “be-
the head of the new O.EE.
. affer it has been reorganized.
In the second place, however,
must be added that a serious
fect is becoming apparent in
the famous “Mr. X" theory of
American policy. It will be re-
called that this theory was stated
l;& rh.j:i““mlrt:')[" article in “Foreign

= y Gegrge Kennan,
chief planning officer of the State
Department. Kennan that
the restoration of e Western
world to economic health would,
in effect, also solve the outstand-
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harmonies more intimate. The
band is louder, more vigorous
and stirs responses
more primitive and drowns out
ressions left by the orchestra.
Salem high A band, now
directed by E. Donald Jessop is
quite mature as an organization,
and it boomed its way triumph-
-antly through a well-chosen
program. Vernon Wiscarson, who
resigned as musical teacher and
director to sell instruments and
music, was invited to take over
the band for the *“Grandioso
March”. In .this five majorettes
of the band came out and twirl-
ed their batons with dash and
skill. (I'm sure “Stars in
Stripes” had nothing like that).
In this part of the program
Wayne Mercer gave two marim-
ba solos, accompanied on the
piano in one by Ann Gi
Salem's beautiful gift to
Philharmonic, who also played
oboe in orchestra and band.

The band really poured it on
in its closing number, Sousa’s
“Stars and Stripes Forever"” —
(not “stars in stripes forever™).
This familiar military march is
a sure antidote for pacifism; and
Jessop's players gave it the at-
tack anht;! boomAwhlich Sousa
wrote to it ld:lﬁl-ghl
glocked and three girl ers
stepped out to fife a passage. At
the end the brass stood up to
frame the woodwinds and bring
the number and the concert to
a grand finale. The audience
called for, and

Then everybody went
their hearts thawed out, smiles
on their faces. Only the money-

The
Safety Valve

Heat for Countiry
To the Editor:

It is cold here in rural areas!
Why not have this country warm-
ed up with some of that hot air
generated by legislatare?

To the Editor:

I read an article in the States-
man of Jan. 22nd of a plan to
divorce the welfare commission
from the liguor fund. If there
is any other way of doing it that
would not place too heavy =a
burden on the people I say, Glory,
let’s have it.

I favor the sales tax as they
have in California. It was turn-
ed down here three times in the
elections. I'm in favor of it if
no other means can be found.
1 think others will agree with
me. Let’s have it without having
to depend on the liquor fund.

Mrs. Rosie Albers Martin
205 N. Commercial st.

gatherer must have been sad, for
the crowd was small and his
charge was only 50c. The public
will get a chance to redeem
ftself however and to hear prob-
ably improved performances
when the orchestra gives its own
concert March 10th and the A
and B bands put on a festival
concert April 13th.

Music in the
is proving its worth. The start
made in the grades gives wal-
uable preparation for ensemble
work in high school. Over 800
students are doing work in in-
strumental music now. Concerts
like the one Friday night are
the training climax for the

groups and a gratifying reward
teachers and the

publie schools| here

Body of Marine
Due at Salem

The body of marine PFC Har-
ry Couchman killed at Peleliu,
Sept. 15, 1944, is to arrive in Sa-
lem tonight for burial.

Services will be Tuesday at 1:30
at Belcrest Memorial park, with
the marine corps in charge. The
body will be at Clough-Barrick
at 1 o'clock Tuesday.

Surviving are Couchman’s par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Couch-
man, 2011 S. Commercial st., and
his sister, Mrs. Mae Carter, also
of Salem.

Born in Sumas, Wash., in 1911,
he attended schools here, graduat-
ing from Parrish junior high school
and later attending high school in
Sumas. He was married in 1038
to Barbara Knapp, and enlisted
in April, 1942.

Honorary pall bearers will be
Wade Carter, Peery Buren, Elmer
Zamzoe, Virgil Moorhead, Jimmy
Stewart and Dallas Savage. i

McKay to Adﬂmss
U.S. Auto Dealers
In San Francisco

Gov. Douglas McKay is to leave
Monday night for San Francisco,
where on Tuesday he will address
the National Automobile Dealers
association.

The governor expects to return
early ' Wednesday. This
week’'s meeting of the board of
control, of which the governor is
chairman, will be Thursday in-
stead of Tuesday.

Governor M. y, for the sec-
ond Saturday during the current
legislative session, spent the en-
tire day In his offite receiving
callers and transacting state busi-
ness. He admitted that some of
the callers were job seekers or
called in the interest of other
applicants.’

Phone Service, Not Quakes, Their Worry

B e o T S
Otegon Food to Aid Europe . |
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Incorporate

Articles of Incorporation of the
North Salemm Business Association
were filed with the Marion county
clerk Saturday by officers of the
association.

The group was formed last year
and has been active in projects
involving the northern section of
Salem. of the organiza-
tion, according to the articles, is
to promote cooperation among
business and professional men and
women of north Salem, to main-
tain higher trade standards, to
correct trade abuses; to compile
information for members and to
ald members and the community.

Filing the articles of incorpora-
tion Saturday were Wallace H.
Bonesteele, president; Frank Cha-
tas, first vice president; James
Tindall, second vice president; A.
H. Flicker, secretary, and G. Car-
roll Meeks, treasurer.

Man Tells of
Passing $800
In Bad Checks

Karl C. Coonrad, held in Mar-
ion county jail on charges of
passing false checks, revealed
issuance of about $800 worth of
other bad checks since last No-
vember, Sheriff Denver Young
ported Saturday. v

In' a statement to Young the
former Salem resident said he

bad checks. in Eugene,
Cottage Grove, Junction City, Al-
bany, Corvallis, McMinnville,
Woodburn, Baker asti Bellingham,
Wash., the sheriff said.

Coonrad is slated to enter plea
in Marion county district court
Monday on two charges of issuing

Diary of
A Sidewalk
Superiniendent

January 23

What do I have to do
to get my picture on
the front page? Get
inaugurated or some-
thing? Everybody
knows the job I'm do-
ing at the New Stev-
ens and Son Jewelry
Store is a regular Bun-
yan Project. Fellows
inside will probably
get all the credit while
us brain workers just

stand, unnoticed.
Well, our satisfaction
is in a job well done.
I’m sure Sid Stevens
will agree with me on

that.

advised that Lane county also

Service, Lutheran World Relief and Catholic Rural Life sponsor the
CROP program. "

two bad checks here. He was ap-

prehended in Sea w

gor}h Salem t,m:.,h‘::.%' -

nl week. Linn county a placed

] IlSIIIeSS “hold” order oconrad and
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a warrant on him.
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HEIRLOOM
Damask Rese ... 2850
Heiress 22.50
Virginian . . . 2250

GORHAM
Butiereup .. ... 250
cmnh -.—uu...._..-.—....—._” {
Etruscan ... ... ... 25850
Fairfax 5.5
Greenbrier .. ... .. ... .. . 250850
King Edward ... 26.00
Melrose 33.25
Nocturn 28.00
Old French ... ... .. 2000
Strasbourg ... ... — N ]
Sovereign ... . .. 32.00
Hunt Club ... ... 26.25

"« TOWLE
Chippendale .............. RS0
Craftsman ... B | 6.
Cascade ... . 2600
French Provinelal ... 27.00
King Richrad ... ... 5300
Louls XIV ... . 26.00
Maderia 24.50
Old Lace ..o 24.50
Old Master ... ... ..25.78
Old Colondal . ... .. .. 2575
Old Mirror .......
Sliver Flutes ...
Siiver Flumes
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