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China in Collapse -

We are witnessing the Chinese dragon in
death throes. Tientsin has fallen to the com-
munists. Nanking is threatened. Chiang'’s situa-
tion seems hopeless. The conditions laid down
by the communists for peace foretell a ruthless
purge of “war criminals” and “reactionaries.”

What has happened has been not so much a
victpry-at-arms for the communists as utter
collapse and demoralization among the nation-
alists. The attempt at stabilization by introduc-
tion of the gold yuan erucified the Chinese with
any wealth at all. Chiang, long revered as a
symbol of Chinese unity, lost his hold on the
people who now forsake him and his faithless
Koumintang associates.

The picture is not pleasing to Americans. As
the San Francisco Chronicle says:

I China falls, the core of Asia will be in the
Boviet fold; American-octupied Japan and Okinawa
and the American-oriented Philippines will be iso-
lated bases. India and the ay States will be
flanked and overshadowed by the Soviet empire.
The great and useful bases and harbors of China
itself will be available to Soviet troops, Soviet sub-
marines, Soviet aircraft.

There seems nothing we can do in the present
debacle, nothing but await. some order to
emerge. But we should not of our own motion
sever our ties with China. Our connections have
been tod many and too close and maintained
for too long a time for us to cut them summar-
ily. There remains the possibility that even a
red China will want to continue to do business
with the United States. Chinese communism
may become indigenous, adulterated with a
Chinese nationalissm which will give it a meas-
ure of independence even from Moscow.

Ahe United States has suffered a major de-
feat in its policy in China. In diplomacy as in
war a deféat requires a readjustment of policy
and reso and strategy. That we must be
prepared to make in the orient for protection of
American interests under changed conditions.

Does Rule Change Make -

Speaker a Czar!

What was hailed as a geat reform—the curb-
ing of the power of the house rules committee
—rmay not prove to be the boon to good legis-

. lation as was indicated at first. While final pow-
-er now shifts to the house majority, due to the
mechanics of conducting house business the re-
sult may be the enhancing of the power of the
speaker.

The change adopted when the congress as-
sembled this month gives the chairman of any
committee, after the rules committee has sat on
a bill for 21 days, the right to move oh the floor
that the bill be brought out for house action. If
on the vote a majority support him, then the
bill comes before the house.

That looks simple. The rules committee can
no longer bottle up a bill if the house really
wants to have it come up for passage. The pro-
cedyre looks simple too; and no one can quarrel
with majority rule of the body.

Where the theory may fall short in practice
iz that the chairman may be prevented from
making the motion to take a bill from the rule
«committee. That is a summary action, inviting
reprisals from the powerful rules committee,

and no chairman will make the motion unless
he .is under powerful pressure or feels very
strongly on a measure. Then it is the custom
for a member, if he is to make a motion of any
significance, to advise the speaker of it in ad-
vance. That gives the speaker warning. He can
invoke pressures to keep the rebellious chair-
man from making his motion. And as a last re-
sort he can simply fail to recognize the chair-
man when he rises. He will be looking the other
way, and he will be completely deaf when the
shouting chairman cries “Mr. Speaker.”

Thus the benefit of the rule change may be
lost.

It may not be that such high-handed tacties
will be employed; but when the lines are drawn
the speaker can be quite arbitrary. As a mat-

" ter of fact he has to be now just to keep the

machinery of the house running so it will ac-
complish anything. Discussing this matter Wil-
liams 8. White writes, in the New York Times:

The wheel, in all reality, has turned very nearly
full circle toward the old days of “czarism"—in. the
hands of the speaker. }

Pedestrian Rights .

An increasing carelessness in regard to cross-
street traffic lanes in Salem already has led to
accident and injuries, and warrants a sharp
‘check-up-by city police.

Particularly on Court street in the statehouse
area has the hazard become painfully apparent.
Hundreds of persons have augmented the pe-
destrian traffic during legislature, and even the
normal peak-hour traffic has brought more than -
one Narrow escape.

Pedestrians have the right-of-way particu-
larly in marked lanes, no matter the time of day
@r night. Too many times lately it has happened
that one motorist will stop at the lane only teo
have another swerve and pass him while the
pedestrian leaps to avoid being struck.

If common courtesy does not suffice to bring

{Continued from page 1)

a more orderly recognition of pedestrian rights,
it should be kept in mind that the motorist is
liable for whatever damage accrues to his negli-
gence,

— -
_—

Mac Epley, our newspaper country cousin,
says in his column in the Klamath Falls Herald
and News that it's colder in Salem at 15 above
than at KF at 15 below. And Mac sat through
the inauguration at the statehouse Monday too,
when it was so hot the politicans almost started
to run. That’s just home town loyalty gone to

The Oregon City Enterprise front pages an
editorial on Sen. Dick Neuberger's bill to estab-
lish a junijor college in Multnomah county. The
OCE wants the bill stretched 10 to 15 miles,
well, as far as Oregon City at least. But not as
far as Salem. To borrow Sam Goldwyn’s phrase,
“include us out.”

The town of Colma, Calif. levies no property
tax. It gollects $1 per funeral. That income with
collections from business licenses, meets the
town's expenses. That's one place where the old
adage has double force, that a person can't es-
cape death AND taxes.

Defense Budget Poses Hard Problem

. By Stewart Alsop
WASHINGTON, Jan. 17—The

Eurddcnt's budget poses a simple
t fateful question
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Reference is made to the 1937

commanding
the 82nd brigade of the division,
succeeded in crossing the Nis-
qually river, defended by an
army commanded by Brig. Gen.
George C. Marshall, then com-
manding the 5th regiment at
Vancouver Barracks.

But the main story, the great
story, is that of the 41st division
in the war in the Pacific. This
division fought the American
army'’s way up the ladder of the
South Pacific from Australia to
the Philippines; and was prepar-
ing for the invasion of Japan
when the war ended. The division
went through perhaps the longest
and hardest fighting of any army
division. One of its campaigns,
that of New Guinea, was 76 days
in duration.

Victory was won the hard way
from the time the 163rd regiment
was flown into action in the win-

ample, McCartney writes:
erything went wrong during the
landing at Nassau bay.”
capture of Biak island—*“Bloody
Biak”, the author calls t—was a
tough assignment Cliffs perfor-
ated with caves in which the Japs
hid overloocked the narrow
beach. The airfield which were
the objectives lay on the-plateau
behind the ecliffs. Onily after
hard fighting and the arrival of

has been prepared, for it sup-
plies In text and in pictures and
maps and drawings an authentic
record of the service of a great
outfit. As one who observed the
expansion of our national guard
in 1939-1940, and the training of
this division at Fort Lewis im
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At Salem
Schools...

By James Cooke

HIGH

Wallace Carson and Dorothy
Swigazi will be nominees for the
office of student body president
at final elections Friday. They
were named Monday during pri-
mary elections which eliminated

Other candidates elected to run
on the final ballot are vice presi-
dent, David Rhoten and Caroline
Seay; secretary, Michael Deeney
and Barbara Klunder; treasurer,
Nadine Gilman and Marjorie Lit-
tle; sergeant-at-arms, Ray Cook
and Don Davis; yell king, Jerry
Agnew and Harold Grimm; song
queen, Othelene Lee and Deolly
O'Neil.

All candidates will speak at an
assembly Friday morning before
the final election.

Ann Gibbens to Speak ’

Ann Gibbens ,Salem high school
junior who made the recent “Week
End with Music” trip to New York
City, will speak at a Leslie Girl's
league assembly Wednesday.

ENGLEWOOD SCHOOL

“Any Morning in Room 6, a
story about good bocks, was pre-
sented at an Englewood assem-
bly by students in Mrs. Pearl
Cleaver's third grade class.

A quiz contest named “Cut It
Short” was given by sixth grade
students on an Englewood radio
program. Successful contestants
received certificates.

PARRISH JUNIOR HIGH

Eight candidates are currently
leading the Parrish Sweetheart in
the preliminary round. Latest re-
sults as announced by the Parrish

grade; Derald Knittel and Jackie
Jones, eighth grade; Bob Nopp and

A long-standing need for reve-
nue for the county's “orphan”
roads has existed. Dedicated roads

Naval Reservists

Begin Sea Cruise

Three members of the Salem
naval reserve unit are aboard the
USS Tucson, which left Seattle,
Wash , last Saturday for a two-
weeks cruise to San Francisco,
Calif.,, and return. .

The men are BM Henry J. Schi-
menek, Salem route 8, box B80;
CMDCA Fredrick C. Sheffe, 240
N. 15th st, and SA Philip M. Win-
ters, 560 N. Winter st.

The next cruise, which also will
include members of the local unit,
will be from February 12 to 25
aboard the USS Ouakland.

Beverly Young, seventh grade
candidates.

Two students are chosen by each
class as their candidate for the
final balloting ,with the winner to
be announced in the Valentine is-
sue of the Periscope.

Literary Guidepost

the Macedonian.

It was a comic-opera affair, as
the author points out, and in
fact it furnished immortal lines
for serious musie: “Don’t give up
the ship,” “We have met the
enemy and they are ours,” and
Miller's brave “I'll try, Sir" at
Lundy’s Lane. “The Star Spangl-
ed Banner” was indeed set to

we were entangled be-
cause of a European war, though
we forgot that at the time of
World War | the book makes a
first-rate story.

Safety Va’ive
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such coopgration undesirable fire
conditions would increase and
result in heavy losses, especially
in the industrial and mercantile
districts. Property owners and

many cases the interior construe-
tion of buildings, with much
added sprinkler protection, re-

sulting in tively few
fires in these districts during

A satisfactory fire loss rattio
cannot be attained over night.
The merchants of Salemm have
spending their efforts and

i

January 18

Note that shiny mew
department where
billing is done is al-
most completed down
at the new Stevens &
Son Jewelry Store.
Can’t say it ever
struck me this way be-~
fore, but it looks like
it will be almost a
pleasure to walk up to
that counter. (Each
thing I do seems bet-
ter than the last —
is everybody that

good?)

building department has effici-
ently performed its duties, and
has seen to it that repairs and

materials
which definitely prevent the
rapid spread of fire, thus making
it more possible for the fire de-
partment to do their part in
maintaining the present gratify-
ing status of fire losses.

We deeply appreciate the free-
dom of opportunity that Mr,
Franzen has given us to deal hon-

estly with the public in this pro-

gram.
Capt. Ben Faught
Chief of the Bureau of
Fire Prevention.

Wastle Sawdust at River -
To the Editor:

Recently a considerable quan-
tity of really excellent sawdust
has been dumped behind the
REID MURDOCH CANNING
CO.,, near the river. With the
first rains this will of course all
wash away down the Willamette.

Officer Bowman of the Salem
city police department has ad-

~th RONALD
COLMAN

“Mystery of Room 323"

Hear Merle Oberon’s :

Favorite Story -
“Petter Ibbetson™ |

KSLM-KGW
Frocanted by
PORTLAND GEMERAL
ELECTRIC COMPANY

CLOSING OUT

Entire Plumbing Stock
To Go at Big Discount
Some Items at Wholesale
Fixtures, Water Heaters, Fittings, Pipe

W. A. SKEWIS CO.

1390 Madison, in Rear




