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will make the motion unless
powerful pressure or feels very
measure. Then it is the custom

he is to make a motion of any
advise the speaker of it in ad-

vance. the speaker warning. He can
to keep the rebellious chair-

man his motion. And as a last re-

sort fail to recognize the chair-
man He will be looking the other

be completely deaf when the
cries "Mr. Speaker,"
of the rule change may be
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and no chairman
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from making
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way, and he will
shouting chairman

Thus the benefit
lost.
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will be employed;
the speaker can

of fact he
machinery of the

anything.
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The wheel, in
full circle toward

that such high-hand- ed tactics
but when the lines are drawn

be quite arbitrary. As a mat-
ter has to be now just to keep the

house running so it will ac-
complish Discussing this matter Wil-
liams writes, in the New York Times:

all reality, has turned very nearly

China fn Collapse
We arc witnessing the Chinese dragon in

death throes. Tientsin has fallen to the com-

munists. Nanking is threatened. Chiang's situa-
tion seems hopeless. The conditions laid down
by the communists for peace foretell a ruthless
purge of "war criminals" and "reactionaries."

What has happened has been not so much a
victory-at-ar-ms for tha communists as utter
collapse and demoralization among the nation-
alists. The attempt at stabilization by introduc-
tion of the gold yuan crucified the Chines with
any wealth at all. Chiang, long revered as a
symbol of Chinese unity, lost his hold oh the
people who now forsak him and his faithless
Koumintang associates.

The picture is not pleasing to Americans. As
'the San Francisco Chronicle says:

If China talis, thai core of Asia win be in the
Soviet fold; American-occupi- ed Japan and Okinawa
and the American-oriente- d Philippines will be iso-

lated bases. India and the Malay States will be
flanked and overshadowed by the Soviet empire.
The great and useful bases and harbors of China
itself will be available to Soviet troops, Soviet sub-
marines, Soviet aircraft

There seems nothing we can do in the present
debacle, nothing but await-som- e order 1 to
emerge. But we should not of our own motion

. sever our ties with China. Our connections have
been too many and too close and maintained
for too long a time foris to cut them summar-
ily. There remains the possibility that even a
red China will want to continue to do business
with the United Stales., Chinese communism
may become indigenous, adulterated with a
Chinese nationalism which will give it a meas-
ure of independence even from Moscow.

JThe United States has suffered a major de-

feat in its policy in China. In diplomacy as in
war a defeat requires a readjustment of policy
and resources and strategy. That we must be
prepared to make in the orient for protection of
American interests under changed conditions.

hands of the speaker.

Pedestrian Rights
An increasing carelessness in regard to cross-stre- et

traffic lanes in Salem already has led "to
: accident land injuries, and warrants a sharp

check-up-j- by city police. J
Particularly on Court street in the statehouse

area has the hazard become painfully apparent.
Hundreds of persons have augmented the pe--

; destrian traffic during legislature, and even the
normal peak-ho- ur traffic has brought more than '
one narrow escape. '

Pedestrians have the right-of-w- ay particu-
larly in marked lanes, no matter the time of day

jOr night. Too many times lately it has happened
(hat one motorist will stop at the lane only to
have another swerve and pass him while the
pedestrian leaps to avoid being struck.

If common courtesy does not suffice to bring
a more orderly recognition of pedestrian rights,
it should be kept in mind that the motorist is
liable for whatever damage .accrues to his

Road Building
Aid Proposed

At Salem
Schools .

By James Cooke
totttmu School Corftpoadtnf

iary ox American Telephone and
Telegraph. Left many nuzzles in
the readers mind. One might par--
uauy conoemn public monopoly
but to be even doubtful as to the
undesirability of private monop
oly that is another matter entire-
ly. For the company involved has
its economic roots spread so far
ana wide that its influence is cer
tainly in the realm of being call
ed "powerful." Dissolution will
not result in price change alone,
that is only one facet of the
whole issue of any monoDolis
tic practice. Rather it will bring
about drastic and yet quite
neaithy changes in- - many related
and unrelated industries that you
xauea to mention, industries
which are mere cogs in gigantic
economic forces. For inherent in
monopoly of any description Is
that concern's deside to selfishly
maintain, protect and jealously
guard its vested interests in such
a manner that is quite apart
from the basic tenets of democ-
racy in business. It will always
be assumed that industry exists
lor and serves the public good
and to reconcile public good and
welfare with any monopolistic
practice is a Distant falsehood,
Unfortunately the government
has a Jbard case on its hands.

M. AXESON
1106 3rd St,

West Salem, Ore
e

Merchants Get Credit
Far Lew Fire
To the Editor:

During the past year there.
--nas been much favorable com-
ment on. Salem's fine record as
to fire losses. Of course it is
pleasant to us to hear the usual
comment that "we now have a
better fire department," and we
hope they merit that conclusion.
But there are several factors in-
volved in a low fire waste for
any city, and of these the most
important is cooperation by citi-
zens, since it is they who pay the
expense and do the job. Without
such cooperation undesirable fire
conditions would increase and
result in heavy losses. esDeciallv
in the Industrial and mercantile
districts. Property owners and
occupants in these districts have
given their full cooperation in
preventing' fires by spending
large sums of money in chang-
ing their equipment, and in
many cases the interior construc-
tion of buildings, with much
added sprinkler protection, re-
sulting in comparatively few
fires in these districts during
1V40.

A satisfactory fire loss rattio
cannot be attained over night
The merchants ett Km1m kmieen spending their efforts and
money for over three years to
bring about this favorable condi
tion, and continued efforts will be
required to maintain it The
building department has effici
ently performed its duties, and
has seen to it that repairs and
new construction have been done
with fire resisting materials
which definitely prevent the
rapid spread of fire, thus making
it more possible for the fire de
partment to do their part in
maintaining the present gratify
ing status of fire losses.

We deeply appreciate the free
dom of opportunity that Mr.
Franzen has given us to deal hon
estly with the public in this pro
gram.

Capt. Ben Faught
Chief of the Bureau of
Fire Prevention.

Waste Sawdust at River
To the Editor:

Recently a considerable quan
tity of really excellent sawdust
has been dumped behind the
REED MURDOCH CANNING
CO., near the river. With the
first rains this will of course all
wash away down the Willamette.

Officer Bowman of the Salem
city police department has ad
vised,' however, and perhaps
wisely, that before any reclama-
tion hauling is begun, a "clear-
ance first should be obtained.
Were the clearance obtained Im
mediately (before a rise in the
river) any number of Salem
families could be attended inso
far as fuel goes. If you find
it inexpedient to cheek upon this
yourself, perhaps someone else
could be persuaded to do so. (Mr.
Batty Cooper would be a fine
man for the job, inasmuch as he
is often at the river checking
anyway.)

Now to moralize for a mo-
ment: Certain known facts and
knowledge are rather hard to
correlate on occasion. For in
stance, why should Americans be
so inordinately wasteful of such
a commodity as fueL particularly
at a time like this. Surely it Is
not concomitant with smart liv--
ing and smart thinking.

Julian Wallace Graham
PO Box 754

The tiniest hummingbird Is
known as Helena's hummingbird
of Cuba and is between two and
one-quart- er and two and one-ha- lf
inches in length.

Mac Epley, our newspaper country cousin,
says in his column in the Klamath Falls Herald
and News that it's colder in Salem at 15 above
than at KF at IS below. And Mac sat through
the inauguration at the statehouse Monday too,
when it was so hot the politicans almost started
to run. That's just home town loyalty gone to
seed.
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Note that shiny new
department where
billing is done is al-

most completed down
at the new Stevens 4
Son Jewelry Store.
Can't say it ever
struck me this way be-

fore, but it looks like
it will be almost 4
pleasure to walk up to
that counter. (Each
thing I do seems bet-

ter than the last j--is

everybody that
good?)

'
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Does Rule Change Make 0
Speaker a Czar!

What was hailed as a geat reform the curb-
ing of the, power of the house rules committee

may not prove to be the boon to good legis-
lation as was indicated at first. While final pow-
er now shifts to the house majority, due to the
mechanics of conducting house business the re-

sult max be the enhancing of the power of the
speaker.

The change adopted when the congress as-

sembled this month gives the chairman of any
committee, after the rules committee has sat on

bill for 21 days, the right to move oh the floor
that the bill be brought out for house action. If
on the vote a majority support him, then the
bill comes before the house.

That looks simple. The rules committee can
no longer bottle up a bill if the house really
wants to have it. come up for passage. The pro-
cedure looks simple too; and no one can quarrel
with majority rule of the body.

"Where the theory may fall short in practice
Ss that the chairman may be prevented from
making the motion to take ar bill from the rule
committee. That is a summary; action, inviting

--reprisals from the powerful rules committee,

The Oregon City Enterprise front pages an
editorial on Sen. Dick Neuberger's bill to estab-
lish a junior college in Multnomah county. The
OCE wants the bill stretched 10 to IS miles,
well, as far as Oregon City at least. But not as
far as Salem. To borrow Sam Goldwyn's phrase,
"include us out."

LESLIE JUNIOR HIGH
Wallace Carson and Dorothy

Swigaxt will be nominees for the
office of student body president
at final elections Friday. They
were named Monday during pri
mary elections which eliminated
Helen Booth and Jim Humphrey
from the candidacy.

Other candidates elected to run
on the final ballot are vice presi-
dent, David Rhoten and Caroline
Seay; secretary, Michael Deeney
and Barbara Khinder; treasurer,
Nadine Gilman and Marjorie Lit-
tle; sergesnt-at-arm- s, Ray Cook
and Don Davis; yell king, Jerry
Agnew and Harold Grimm; song
queen, Othelene Lee and Dolly
CNett.

All candidates will speak at an
assembly Friday morning before
the final election.
Ann Globe as te Speak

Ann Gibbens .Salem high school
junior who made the recent "Week
End with Music" trip to New York
City, will spesk at a Leslie Girl's
league assembly Wednesday.

ENGLEWOOD SCHOOL-"An-

Morning in Room 6," a
story about good books, was pre?
sented at an Englewood assem-
bly by students in Mrs. Pearl
Cleaver's third grade class.

A quiz contest named "Cut It
Short' was given by sixth grade
students on an Englewood radio
program. Successful contestants
received certificates.

PAREISH JUNIOR HIGH
Eight candidates are currently

leading the Parrish Sweetheart in
the preliminary round. Latest re-
sults as announced by the Parrish
Periscope staff are Gordon Dom-moga- la,

Ted Henry, Jim Knapp
and Carol Thompson of the ninth
grade; Derald Knittel and Jackie
Jones, eighth grade; Bob Nopp and

The town of Colma, Calif, levies no property
tax. It collects $1 per funeral. That income with
collections from business licenses, meets the
town's expenses. That's one place where the old
adage ha double force, that a person can't es-

cape death AND taxes.

A rough draft of a legislative
oil lto finance the cost of improv-
ing dedicated or public roads is
being prepared by Marlon County
Judge Grant Murphy this week.

A long-standi- ng need for reve
nue for the county's "orphan"
roads has existed. Dedicated roads
are those which have been laid
out when new residential areas
are platted. Because of their num-
ber they cannot all be accepted
and placed on the county's regu
lar road program. As a result they
go without improvments.

These roads usually occur in
areas immediately adjacent to
cities, such as in the Cherry ave-
nue area just north of Salem.
Judge Murphy's proposal is to
assess properties abutting roads
to be unproved. His suggestion, he
said, will be. presented to the leg
ilative interim committee on high
ways.

Naval Reservists
Begin Sea Cruise

Three members of the Salem
naval reserve unit are aboard the
USS Tucson, which left Seattle,
Wash., last Saturday for a two- -
weeks cruise to San Francisco,
Calif-- and return.

The men are BM Henry J. Schi
menek, Salem route 8, box 80;
CMDCA Fredrick C. Sheffe, 249
N. 15th st, and SA Philip M Win
ters. 560 N. Winter st.

The next cruise, which also will
include members of the local unit,
will be from February 12 to 23
aboard the USS Oakland.

Beverly Young, seventh grade
candidates.

Two students are chosen by each
class as their candidate for the
final balloting .with the winner to
be announced in the Valentine is
sue of the Periscope.

the Macedonian.
I It was a comic-ope- ra affair, as
the author points out, and in
fact it furnished immortal lines
for serious music: "Don't give up
the ship." "We have met the
enemy and they are ours," and
Miller's brave "111 try. Sir" at
Lundy's Lane. "The Star Spangl-
ed Banner" was indeed set to
music

But It was a modern war,
Beirno concludes, the first in
which we were entangled be-
cause of a European war, though
we forgot that at the time of
World War I the book makes a
first-ra- te story.

the old days of "czarism" in, ther

war are virtually synonymous,
this means a reduction of 2S
per cent in American offensive
power.

a a
This reduction in American

power will save the taxpayers
something over a billion dollars.
To maintain present air strength,
and achieve the seventy-grou- p
target in 1932 would require an
air force appropriation this year
of about tS billion, as against
the proposed appropriation .of
$4.0 billion. But is the saving
worth the price?

A strategic air force is, of
course, no substitute for an army
and navy. To be sure, the fact
that the three services have slic-
ed the budget pie into almost
equal slices gives rise to an ob-
vious suspicion. That is that the
slicing was done, not by means
of an objective assessment of
strategic needs, but by the simple
method described in Kenneth
Graham's "The Wind in the Wil-
lows; "A pistol for the rat, a
pistol for the mole, a pistol for
the toad and a pistol for the bad-
ger.' This suspicion suggests an
area of useful congressional in-
quiry.

Yet even if the suspicion is
justified the fact remains that
the army plans an essential role
in the developing strategic con-
cept which calls for holding a
rearmed Western Europe in case
of attack by the Red army.
Moreover, if this whole concept
is not to fall to the ground, the
navy most be enabled to make
the great effort to surmount that
Schnorkel submarines. But above
Schnorkel submarine. But above
aH else, the congress must seri-
ously Inquire whether a reduc-
tion of American strategic bomb-
ing capacity does not imperil the
whole precarious balance of po-
wer between the Soviet union
and the Western world. On that
balance, more than on anything
else, the peace of the world de-
pends. Peace in these times is not
cheap, but it is great deal
cheaper than war.

Defense Budget Poses Hard Problem

TO7
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(Continued from page 1)

also a politician of great talents
when the needs of his beloved
division demanded political lev
erage.

Reference is made to the 1937
maneuvers when Brig. Gen.
Thomas XL Rilea, commanding
the 82nd brigade of the division.
succeeded in crossing the Nis-qua- lly

river, defended by an
army commanded by Brig. Gen.
George C. Marshall, then com-
manding the 5th regiment at
Vancouver Barracks.

But the main story the great
story, is that of the 41st division
in the war in the Pacific. This
division fought the American
army's way up the ladder of the
South Pacific from Australia to
the Philippines; and was prepar-
ing for the invasion of Japan
when the war ended. The division
went through perhaps the longest
and hardest fighting of any army
division. One of its campaigns,
that of New Guinea, was 78 days
in duration.

Victory was won the hard way
from the time the 163rd regiment
was flown into acUon in the win-
ter of 1942-4- 3 to the time of mop-
ping up on Mindanao. For ex-
ample, McCartney writes: "Ev-
erything went wrong during the
landing at Nassau bay." And the
capture of Biak inland "Bloody
Biak, the author calls ft was a
tough assignment. Cliffs perfor-
ated with caves in which the Japa
hid overlooked the narrow
beach. The airfield which were
the objectives lay on the plateau
behind the cliffs. Only after
hard fighting and the arrival of
reinforcements was victory as-

sured. The delay cost MaJ. Gen.
Horace H. Fuller, who had suc-
ceeded White, command of tha
operation and of the division.

After Biak came Palawan,
Zamboanga and Mindanao in
the southern Philippines. At
tile time of Japan's surrender
the division was preparing for
its ninth invasion and "would
have hit at the very heart ef
the enemy homeland. Spared
this fighting, it was trans-
ported to Japan in the fall of
1943 and served as part of the
army of occupation until the end
of the year when it was deacti-
vated and the division troop
were returned to the homeland.

It is fortunate that this history
has been prepared, for it sup-
plies in text and in pictures and
maps and drawings an authentic
record of the service of a great
outfit. As cm who observed the
expansion of our national guard
in 1939-19- 40, and the training of
this division at Fort Lewis in
1940-19- 42 the history baa had
special interest to me.

The sacrifices of the men who
won the war have been some-
what obscured in the contentiona
and disillusionment of the post-
war period. This history calls
sharply to mind the exertions our
soldiers made, the sufferings
from disease, tike physical hard-- --

ships to the heat aad the Jun-
gles. It lists too the names ef
the men who gave their lives in
their country's service. As one
puts down the book the sobering
thought comes that we should an
work harder to preserve the
peace and security these men la-
bored to obtain.

The sword-bear- er hummingbird
has a bill almost five inches long

longer than the rest of its body.
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Literary Guidepost

Br Stewart Alsep
WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 The

?resident's budget poses a simple
ut fateful question which the

congress is now called upon to
answer. The question is this: Is
it wise for the :i i
United States
now to reduce
decisively its.offensivestrength, in the
one area in
which thiscountry is clear-
ly capable rot
real superiori
ty ever its only 1 J.TM)tntlmI a n mm A

my 7 Obvious- - rewJnaly this is about as Important a
question as any which confronts
the congress. x
Jerhere has been much sound
fury about the defense budg-
et, and there will be much more.
But the essential facts are simple
enough, and they should be fully
understood.

Whether "with 10 divisions or
12, the American army cannot
in peacetime approach anything
like numerical equality with the
vast Red army. Moreover, the
Soviet union and tits satellites,
are even now virtually isolated"

--economically from the rest of the
world and no one supposes that

--a naval blockade would have' any
decisive effect in case of war.

Thus, aa Winston Churchill has
pointed out, the real balance ofpower between the Soviet union
and the non-Sov- iet world rests
on the fact that the American

Jong-ran- g strategic air force is
believe capable of delivering
atomic bombs to the industrial
heart ef the Soviet union. That

jis the one element which balan-
ces Russian superiority on the
ground and Russian invulnerabil-
ity from the see.

This is, basically, the reason-
ing which led the congress last
spring to authorize the organiza-
tion of a seventy-grou- p air-for- ce.

This reasoning; eg course.
h5ed on one assumption that

uii w. war ua

long-ran- ge bombers could in fact
reach their targets.

I

Since this capability has often
been questioned, certain k facts
should be emphasized. First, the
new, immensely long-ran- ge B-3- 8,'

destined to become the basic
weapon of the strategic air force,
has been criticized for slowness
and vulnerability. In fact; ac-
cording to air force experts, the
B--38 has now proved fully 23
per cent better in range, bomb
load and speed than was original-
ly anticipated !

Second, as regards range, it
is obviously highly unlikely that
potential American air bases in
England, the Middle East and the
Far East would, an fall simul-
taneously to the Red army in ease
of war. But even if this were to
happen, the B-2-6, according to
undoubted authority, could : now
take off from Maine or Alaska,
and by refueling in the; air,
could reach the 'main industrial
targets in the Soviet union' and
return. "Finally, the most exacting
experiments, including maneu-
vers over heavily defended Eng-
land, have convinced the men
who would have to do thai job
that the necessary targets could
be reached with no more than a
10 per cent combat loss, and pro-
bably with considerably less,

A further fact should be un-
derstood. The air force does not
and cannot consist exclusively of
long-ran- ge strategic bombers.
There must be sufficient fighter
strength to defend the continental
United States. : There must be
fighter defense for bases abroad.
And there must be fighter land
short-ran- ge bomber support for
the arm.

Thus the seventy-grou- p pro-
gram allowed for only, 20 long-ran- ge

bomber groups. Of the 4
groups to which the air force is
reduced in the 'budget, only a
slightly higher proportion, per-
haps fifteen groups, can con-
sist of strategic bosnbers. Since
the strategic air sorce and; the
American power: to take the of-
fensive Immediately la case at

I

THE WAX OF 1111, by Francis
Beirne (Dutton; $3)

Just ' at the time when, ac-
cording to the old doggerel. Na-
poleon marched his men up the
hill and then marched them down
'again, Britain and America got
into a war which amounted to
about tiie same futile maneuver
repeated and repeated during a
couple of years.

Beginning at the moment
when it might have been avoid-
ed, and dosing in confusion as
"Old Hickory" won the battles
of New Orleans, it was a war br
which Americans made fools as
well as heroes of themselves.

We once had two generals tn
the same command. Our militia
was rarely so spoiling for a

, fight that it neglected to quit In
the very heat of battle if Its
short enlistments ended then. A
lieutenant colonel was bluffed
into surrendering to a British
lieutenant with only half as big
a force. An officer destroyed
1300.000 worth- - of naval supplies
that would not after all have
been captured. When the Brit-
ish advanced on Washington,
President Madison pecked two
pistols and rode out dauntlessly
to battle, and Secretary of State
Monroe served as scout. A U. S.
ship was captured after its crew,
guzzling wine seized aboard a
prize, went on an all-nig- ht binge.

Yet at sea we made our finest
showing. Though the Const! ra-
tion, becalmed, had to be towed
out ef enemy reach by its men
put out in long boats, she sur-
vived to whip the Guerriere; the
Wasp took the measure of the
Frolic, and the United States ef
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