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you sold off all the property in Indiana, farms,
factories, houses the sum realized would be $3
billion short of meeting the debt.

That mathematics is screwy. If the debt is ap-

portioned on a per capita basis the credit should
be good. That is, Indiana citizens and institu-
tions shouid be credited with holding $7 billion
of the government's ; bonds and certificates of
debt. That would cancel out their share of the
debt, and leave their $4 billion dollars worth of
property clear.

However it is a fallacy to say that the nation-
al debt is of no consequence because "we owe
it to ourselves. The credits and debits may bal-
ance for the country as a whole, but not for In-

dividuals. The pattern of bond ownership is dif-
ferent from the pattern of taxation.

This remains true, that a high debt makes
necessary high taxes. If the debt keeps on
mounting, then with a slump in revenues it is
easy to slide onto printing press money the
last stage of inflation.

The radio speaker was wrong in' his compari-
son, but correct in posting a warning against
increasing the debt or incurring treasury defi-
cits. ;

U.S. Prods Dutch to Declare
for Indonese

Pr6gress Against Specific Diseases .

The number of cases of venereal disease re-

ported in Oregon has declined steadily since the
war years. The comparison is given in the latest
bulletin of the state board of health:

Number of Cases for Year
1948 1947 Av. 1943447

Gonorrhea 1,365 1,967 3.043
Syphilis 1,142 1,435 1.694

Th& decline is easily understandable. During
the war normal living in homes and communi-
ties was. disturbed. Thousands of men were as-

sembled In army camps and naval stations, un-

der the regimentation of military life. Recrea-
tion naturally took a more radical character, for
restraints of home and home institutions were
lacking.

Diligent effort was made to drive put com-
mercialized vice, but the incidence of venereal
disease mounted. It is gratifying now to see the
reverse, tendency set in, as conditions revert to
normal.

Somehow we are losing ground in the battle
gainst tuberculosis however. There were 841

cases reported for 1948, only six fewer than lor
1947; but the number was 107 greater than in
the years 1943-4- 7. Our population is larger, but
with better health habits the cases of tubercular
Infection should have kept on going down. It
may be that the practice of general screening is
showing up more cases which are thus caught
In initial stages. The figures prove then. that the
screening is a good thing, also that we still have

war on to wipe out the bacteria which pro-
duce tuberculosis.

Prompt Self-Rul- e

By John M.
WASHINGTON, Jan. )-The United Stated prodded The Neth-

erlands government today to prove by prompt, specific actions Its de4
clared intention to grant self rule to the people of Indonesia.

Undersecretary of State Lovett made the U. S. views known In a
letter addressed to CIO President Philip Murray. Murray had written;
Secretary Marshall last month praising American steps to end what the
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That big snowstorm in the high plains east of
the Rockies certainly will help the grain yield
next summer. The acreage planted to winter
wheat is at record levels. The crop forecast used
an estimate of only 15.7 bushels of wheat per
acre. The heavy snows insuring moisture in the
growing season will force a revision upward.
The 1948 yield was 17 bushels and 1947 18.4
bushels. If the latter figure is duplicated in 1949
we'll have wheat running out of our ears. With
the 90 per cent guarantee which holds through
1949 the growers will be in the money.

At Salem Schools
By James Cooke

Statesman School Correspondent

WEST SALEM JUNIOR HIGH
of junior high and elementary

classes at the West Salem school was completed this
week following the remodeling and new addition
added to the school since the work started last sum-
mer.

The junior high classes and the two first grade
classes will occupy the new addition.

A good many fires are reported in the papers,
fortunately few of them in the Salem vicinity
(business of rapping on wood). Cold weather

JTork Wanted!
Families are hungry in Salem today, because

the breadwinner is out of a job. You can read
about it in a news story on another page.

This is the slack season in employment. Farm
work is at a minimum the cold weather holds
tip construction work Canneries have little work
at this time of year. Jobs are scarce in industry.
The blow falls hard on those who have no re-
serves, who may have no credit with the uh--
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Toastmasters
Speech Contest
Finalists Listed

Six finalists to participate in
the January 27 speech contest of
the Capital Toastmasters club were
announced at the club meeting
Thursday night.

The winners of weekly contests
during the past six weeks include
Elmer Amundson, E. A. Brad-fiel- d,

Stearns Cushing. Robert
Forkner, William Taw and Wayne
Smith.

Top man in the final contest
wil compete in the area speech
coqftest to be held late in Febr-
uary for members of Toastmaster
clubs in Salem, Corvallis and Al-
bany. Finalist in this group will
be eligible to vie in the district
contest slated for' Bend in April
and in the final international
speech tournament next summer.

Queen sngel fish have bright
powdery-blu- e bddies and golden-yello- w

fins.

should spur householders to exercise every pre-- 'j
caution to prevent fires. Guard against over-
heated stoves or flues; keep litter away from
fires; put screens in front of fireplaces when
persons are not about. At night check to see. that
furnaces and fireplaces are safe. Loss of life,
property damage from fires can usually be
averted by vigilance.

ers with no friends or relatives nearby to help
them outl .

--The load is falling heavily on the public wel-
fare commission; but its funds are limited. :

So the appeal is made for jobs for men and
women out of work. It's the first time in years
an appeal has been made; but the need for those
In poor circumstances is acute.

The plea is for local people to find jobs for
these who are" needy cleaning out the bale- -,

ment, or the attic; cutting wood; yard or garden
work as soon as weather permits.

Call the employment office and report any
work you may have. ,

Those who think the highway department
sticks; to its mistakes will be interested to learn
that ii, changed its mind on a relocation of High-
way 101 out of .Astoria, and is adopting a route
recommended by the city of .Warrenton. So may-
be Salem will get its bridge at Division street. Literary GuidepostCalifornia's hangover from the last election is
a hundred million dollar pension increase that
has legislators and leaders in that rich state
groggy. One Assemblyman introduced a bill to
raise the sales tax from 2Vi to 3 per cent, which
seems to be the easiest way, to raise the money.

Smudgepots in the orange belt are giving a
black eye to southern California's tourist charms.

Burden of National Debt
A speaker on radio Town Hall the other night,

W impress his auditors with the size of the iia-tio- nal

debt, said that Indiana's share (presum-
ably on a per capita basis) is $7 billion; but if

Photosynthesis Clearing

Hlghtower

as far south as San Jose, Calif,
Also in California for' the holl

days were Mr, and Mrs. Carl Mor--I
rison and daughter, Rita. They Vis- -t
ited his sister in Bakersfield and
friends, in Los Angeles. v J

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Moore re--l
turned last week from three week's!
visit in California with his parents
and relatives of Mrs. Moore.

Firearms LaW
Enforment
Due in County

j Marlon County District Attor
ney Edward O. Stadter, Jr., Indi-
cated' Thursday that the law reg
ulating licensing of firearms deal-
ers will be enforced mora' strict-
ly throughout the county. j

The Marion county court In
structed Stadter to investigate ap-
plication of the statute . after. Tir-e-

ceivmg tne request irom sn
j Stadter pointed out that

arms reguiauons have been en-
forced in cities, but not generally
in rural areas of the county. Ther
law 'requires that permits be is-
sued by the chief of police in ci-

ties and the sheriff in county areas
whenever pistols or sidearms are
purchased from dealers or private
parties. ,s hi

Records must be kept of jail
transactions involving ' firearms
which might be used as concealed
weapons. All sidearms must be
registered either with a city po-
lice department or the sheriffs
office. f;
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Mighty disappointed today.
Went down to help Portland
Wbs Company hang the new
mass doors on The Stevens
trod Son Jewelry Emporium.
But they weren't ready. As

t

luck would Lav tL though,
I found the fellows front Wed
ton-Brow-n who are doing the-Uechic-

work and gay
ihem a hand. Showed them
how to placs (ho spotlights
(xnd how to set tho wiring for

Strango how
Mm people appreciate your

somsflxnos. Do you
realise,' I haven't heard a
Word from Sid Stevens. May
be ho Intonds to surprise
with the presidency or
thing?

labor official called Dutch "aggres
sion" in the East Indies.

Lovett declared that peace in
the strife-tor- n Asiatic islands will
be impossible "unless the trust and
cooperation of the Indonesian peo
ple, including the republican eie
ments which have been in the van
of t" e nationalist government, are
enlisted."
Concrete Demonstration'

Therefore, he said, the United
States hopes that The Netherlands
government will "make concrete
demonstration of its intention to
satisfy the legitimate aspirations
of the Indonesians for self rule and
to organize an Indonesian govern-
ment in which all parries may seek
and obtain representation in ac-

cordance with their popular fol- -
lowings, through the exercise of
free, democratic processes. .

While Lovett defined the Amer-
ican position in general terms in
his letter to Murray, officials at
the state department said that the
same views had been forcefully
expressed to the Netherlands gov-
ernment directly.
Action on 3 Lines

What the United States wants,
these informants said, is action
along three main lines to bring
about conditions in which it will
be possible to resume negotiations
for Indonesisn independence.
These are:

1. An immediate and completely
effective cease-fir- e order to all
Dutch troops.

2. Unconditional release of all
leaders of the Idnonesian republic

3. Withdrawal of Netherlands
troops from territory occupied
since the Dutch started their "po-
lice action" against the Indonesi-
ans December 18.

Lovett told Murray that one of
the main interests of the United
States in seeking to aid the Indone-
sian republic lies in the non-commu-

character of that native
movement He said the republican
government had "resolutely taken
action against and eliminated a
communist revolt against its auth-
ority engineered by Moscow-traine- d

and disciplined communist ag-

ents."

Silverton Chest
Directors Meeting
Called for Jan. 11

stt .VERTON. Jan. 6 Alt O.
Nelson, president of the Silverton
rnmmunitr chest, has called a
joint meeting of the budget com
mittee and the board of directors
for January 11 at 8 p. m. at uie
ohamhor of comerce rooms in the
Washington Irving building. Funds
from the 1948 campaign wxu oe
allocated and 10 candidates will be
nominated to the board of direct-
ors to fill the places of those whose
terms expire. A meeting of he
entire community chest member
ship is called for January 18.

Board members whose terms ex-

pire are Thora Ares tad, George
Manolis. Oscar Overlund. Bessie
Porter, Zona Rutherford Alf O.
Nelson, Lois Riches, Helen Wies-ne- r,

Lewis Melby and E. O. Royer.
Holdover members are R. G. Al
ien, Earl J. Adams, Clifford Aim
quist, Tom Anderson, Marie Blun--
deU, Mrs. P. L. Brown, A. J. CiarK,
Jeannette Coomler. C. H. Dicker- -
son R. A. Fish, Mrs. August Herr,
Alfred Jensen, Olum Larson, Mrs.
Carl Lorenzen,! Irene Moseng,
Mrs. John Myers, Hannah Olson,
Olaf Paulson, jr., Helen Sher-
wood and Dr. A, L. V. Smith.

Keizer Families Take
California Vacations

KEIZER Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Greenwood, Roberta, Bonnie and
Richard returned this week from

vacation and sight seeing trip

Income Tax Dehxras
PREP ABED

Elmer M. Amundson
Tax Consultant ':

Experienced Service
Ph. er 3-5-

ges n. mh

WICKED WATER, by MacKin-la- y
Kantor (Random House;

$2.75)
Back in the days when cattle-

men were having to fight for
their open ranges. Bus. Crow,
apparently on his way to no-
where in particular except a
spot on lending-librar- y shelves,
rides into Pearl City and tethers
his horse in front of the Glad
Hand saloon.

He is "sullen and dark of
face," meaning presumably that
he has a dark face; and his
eyes "carried deep inside them
a constant and futile asking for
mercy, which is merely to say
he was not all bad.

A little boy, Willie Stiver,
playing with a sling-sho- t, hap-
pens to nick the newcomer in
the knee, and gets his face slap-
ped for it. As if that doesnt
prove he is tough, he tells the
protesting menfoiks in the bar-
room that be has killed 67 men.
His fellow-drinke- rs are sudden-
ly reminded that, if they hire a
hard-boil- ed hombre like this one,
they may be able to clear out
the small settlers who are inter- -

.ST-

Almost every room in the
school has a different color, com-
pleting the unique
plan. The cafeteria is now pink
and burnt orange, the music room
and the library are canary yel-
low, the teachers' lounge is pink.
The remaining class rooms are
now a sea-aq- ua shade.

PAKRISH JUNIOR- - HIGH
Six students have been chosen

as "honor door conductors" fof'
their "good conduct and faithful!-hes- s

to their duty" during their
work this semester as door con-
ductors. They were selected from
a group of 24 whose duty it is to
direct traffic through the doors,
t Thev are Marv Lou Znmwalt
ban Seamster, Judy Burdette.

I fering wth their business.
; So they approach him in as
j devious a way as can be ar- -i
ranged either to cover up their
tracks or to carry on a story,
through a Mattie MacLaird, Glad
Hand glad-hand- er, and money
left in a billiard table pocket,
and a conference at pistol-poin- t,

and a voice resounding from a
tin bucket in order to disguise it.

So the novel goes on, with
homesteaders shot all over the
place, and Mattie reforming and
unreforming, and Bus elaborate-
ly pretending to be what he
isn't yet all the while Bus wan-
dering around glowering at the
world, and finally a U. S. mar-
shal on a Busman's holiday "com-
ing to Pearl Qity to try to solve
murders about which there is no
mystery at all. The title has to
do with one of the things which
infuriates Bus: The sound of
trickling water J . . there's an
old melodrama in which the
killer was infuriated with just
about as much reason by the
sight of a poker.

This is certainly about a killer,
however, and it will slay you.

a

:X

giving his age and ether details fee

Larry Sharp, Darwyn Hiebert
and Garry Fergueson.

"January Jamboree is the
theme of the Y-Te- en party to be
held January 8 at the YWCA from
7:30 to 10 p.m. It will be a girl
date-bo-y affair with refreshments
to follow the dancing. Calendars
and "snow" will feature the deco-
rations.

A survey, requested by the Sa-
lem police department, is now
being taken by Boys' League rep-
resentatives checking on students
who drive cars or motor bikes
to schooL Students will register
Thursday and Friday in their
home rooms.

All phone calls by students will
now be made with the pay phone
recently installed in the girls' en
trance on Capitol street. The phone
was installed to relieve conges
tion around the office phone.

Pair Plead Guilty
To Cljeck Passing

Two Stayton youths pleaded
guilty to passing bad checks when
they appeared in Marion county
circuit court Thursday and both
were continued for pre-senten- ce

investigation.
The two are Rich-

ard Dale Nienke and Robert
Youngs. Both are charged with
writing a forged check and Youngs
also faces a second similar charge
of obtaining property by false pre-
tenses.

The boys are charged with cash-
ing forged checks at two Salem
banks and Youngs is charged with
passing one at a local department
store.

YOUTH OFF CRITICAL LIST
DALLAS, Jan. 6 - (Special) --

Kent Ruby, Dallas youth who was
struck by a car Monday, is im-
proving according to hospital at-
tendants. His condition had re-
mained critical until today.
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wemnded la the Negev fighting.
the first Israel

Mystery of
By Stewart Alsop

WASHINGTON, Jan.
thing is now going on quietly andi.
virtually without public notice
in California which may in the
long run overshadow in imporT

i "iim "" i tance the current
excitements i n
Washington. Of-
ficials of the at- -.

omic energy
commission warn; that the "ifs"

' should be em-
phasized.I But
they agree that
the experiments
being carried on

J ' ' in.California un--
1 Mrwart AUop der auspices

of the commission could lead to
political and economic conse-
quences as overwhelming as
those which have resulted from

- .the invention of the atomic bomb
Itself.

4eBe m. l--l a: i ; i n
periments are designed to
achieve sounds remarkably like
the scientific counterpart of Lil
Antler's famous Shmoo. For the
scientists are trying to find
wave in mntrnl nr t Hitiilint
the mysterious process of photo
synthesis, on which the whole

"
cycle of life on earth depends.
Success would mean nothing less
than the capability of artificial-
ly producing unlimited quanti-
ties of food to feed an increas-
ingly starvation - threatened
world. And already the scien-
tists know enough to assert that
success, although not certain, is
now seriously possible.

Photoynthesis is, of course, the
process by which plants are en-
abled to store the energy of the
sun in the form of energy-givi- ng

foods. Although the general the-
ory has been familiar to schoo- l-

. children for years, no one has
ever realty understood the pro-
cess in detail.

Now, however, a radioactive
byproduct of atomic energy,
called Carbon 14, has provided
a tool through--, which the dark
mysteries of the process may be
traced. Using tt radioactive

tool, two scientists. Dr. Melvin
Calvin and Dr. Andrew Benson,
working for the atomic energy
commission in the University of
California, have already made
startling progress. ' !

Indeed, according to Dr. Cal-
vin, the point has already been
reached where the whole myster-
ious photosynthetic process can
be controlled in simple water
organisms like the algae. In Oth-
er words it is now known to be
a perfectly practical matter to
"farm the sea" by forcing such
humble and highly inedible or-
ganisms as seaweed to produce
great quantities of fat or pro-
teins or carbohydrates or what
you will.

In this country, such a project
is still no more than a gleam in
the eyes of Doctors Calvin and
Benson and a few others. But the-Britis- h

government, in-jt- s deter-
mined attack on its food short-
age problem, has actually estab-
lished a pilot laboratory in Trin-id- ed

to test the possibilities of
farming the sea.

While this sea - faring pro-
ject is remarkable enough. Dr.
Calvin is convinced as a con- -,
sequence of his researches with
Carbon 14 that even! more is
theoretically possible. In the
words of sthat usually sober
journal, "The London Econo-
mist," "When all the details of
the chemical reaction are known,
it should be possible to set up
industrial factories not unlike
many modern chemical plants, to
produce by artificial photosyn-
thesis the carbohydrates, sugars,
proteins and fuels the world so
badly needs.

In other words, the green plant
would simply be by-pass- ed en-
tirely. Artificial photosynthesis
in factory would reproduce the
process whereby the sugar cane,
for example, transforms carbon
dioxide gas and water into su-
gar. Using sunlight and a few ba-
sic chemicals, food $ factories
would turn out food in what-
ever quantity might be desired

in the same way that Detroit
turns out automobiles.

Calvin and his fellow scien-
tists talk of this head - spin-
ning idea as a perfectly serious
theoretical possibility. But here,
of course, a warning is neces-
sary. Mass artificial production
of food is theoretically possible
in the same sens that the at-
omic bomb was theoretically
possible before the Manhattan
District came into existence. A
somewhat comparable national
effort would be necessary be-
fore artificial food production
entered the realm of the practi-
cal at any time in the near fu-
ture. Calvin guesses and it is
of course merely an informed
guess that with such an ef-
fort the trick might be turned in
four or five years.

All this may seem at first
blush far removed from the po-
litical field. Yet it is pretty ob-
vious that the political conse-
quences of the little - noticed
experiments of Dr. Calvin and
his colleagues could be down-
right staggering. It is. to be sure,
unlikely that fats produced from
pond scum and mass - produced
artificial proteins will soon re-
place creamery butter and good
steaks. But the success of the ex-
periments could hardly fail to
have some very curious effects
on the domestic and world ec-
onomy.

Moreover, the international
political significance can hard-
ly be exaggerated. A good case
can be made for the thesis that
food Js what a good part of in-
ternational politics is ail about.
It isnt difficult to Imagine how
the hand of the United States
would be strengthened in, say,
China and India, If Dr. Calvin's
food factories were a fact, and
not a theory. Regrettable though
ft may be, the experiments of
one Dr. Calvin in these days
may more deeply influence the
political future of the world than
whole months of oratory and ma-
neuver by whole squadrons of
politicians and diplomats.

(Copyright. 1S4S. New York Herald
Tribune, lac.)
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r I RST ISRAEL CENSUS-- A bearded, orthodox Jew.
signs a paper ta Tel Avtv


