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Houses and Labor Costs
The International Woodworker complains

_about the high cost of housing:
“Maybe some will realize now that a man earn-
ing from $1,500 to $2,500 per year cannot afford to

pay $10,000 for a home.” )
The Woodworker, which is the publication of

yA—CIO concludes:

“Let's get a house In the price range for the work-
ing stift®™

True enough. cost of new houses his gane
beyond the reach of the worker with a $1,500-
$2.500 income (though the numbers in that in-
come braciket have been growing smaller and
smaller). But the Woodworker w;ll have to ad-
mit that the doubling of wages has boosted the
cost of housebuilding. In some materials, lum-
ber for example, the price increase has been at
a higher rate than the wage increase; but the
lumber price is levelling off or going down, but
wages In bulldmg trades are going up and de-
mands are coming for increases for wood work-
ers. ;
In another respect lower prices for homes are
defeated by exactions of labor organizations.
Unions are hostile to prefab jobs; they help im-
pose conditions in building codes which run up
eosts; their splitting of jurisdictions adds to cost.

It's a bad circle, to be sure. The wage in-
ereases for carpenter and plumbers, which they
feel they deserve, run up the cost of housing
for the printer, the cannery worker and the
millhand. The way many workers solve their
housing problem is to build a house themselves.
They may be “scabbing” on their fellow-union-

but they use their days off in housebuild-

ing—often getting a friend who is a union plum-
ber or bricklayer to lend a hand on his day off.

Things ought to be in balance, of course, so
that decent housing will be within reach of all
families; and they will get into better balance:
there is a better prospect for building costs to
decline than wages. For those in the lowest wage
group, some form of government subvention
svidently must be worked out.

—

Language Oddities

Phrases get frozen'into common speech, and
remain long after their original meaning is lost.
For example there #s the relic in Mother Goose
“with all his might and main.” Remember the
“wondrous wise”” man (who wasn’'t wise at all)
who “with all his might and main” jumped back
into the bramble bush and scratched his eyes
In again? Well, the word “main" used to mean
“strength,” and had that sense when the phrase
was coined, a meaning now absolete.

Then there's .the phrase “spit and image.”
Bometimes it appears “spittin’ image” which is
wrong. The word “spit” used to mean “likeness,”
@ meaning it lost long ago, but the phrase em-
ploying it livn on.

An Over-all Hnghway Problem

There may be many an explanation as to why
Oregon’s traffic has increased so much more
than California's and Washington's, but the fig-
ures still add up fo the necessity for a lot of

‘" repair and maintenance for this state.

State Engineer Baldock says Oregon travel
fncrease in the last vear is 11 per cent,“*Califor-
nia's 2.2 pe cent, Washington 2.9 per cent. The
figures may be used as propaganda in the forth=
eoming legislative battle for more highway

revenues, but disregarding that aspect they are
well porthy of note.

Oregon’'s has proportionately outgained all
state’'s in estimated population; it has attracted
innumerable new industries—and it also is in
the muiddle so far as coast-wide traffic is con-
cerned. These and other factors probably are
intertwined in any accurate explanation of the
travel gain.

But regardless of cause, it should be kept in
mind that city streets and county roads bear a
proportionate travel load and that their needs
are keeping pace with those of inter-city high-
way. The travel figures show an over-all prob-
lem.
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When a policeman really wants to wax liter-
ary, he can out-Shakespeare Shakespeare. We'll
bet nothing the bank can say will bring a more
brilliant hue to that San Francisco teller's face
than a police inspector's comment: “I await a
rash of bank holdups as soon as word gets out
that a defenseless, middle-aged, dumpy woman
held,up a bank (for $2666) with no other wea-
pon than a (threatening) piece of paper.”

Bishop Dagwell of Portland scolds the papers
for not warning the people about the dangers
in some of the measures to be voted on or the
frailties of some of the candidates. Others con-
demn the papers when they do speak out, and
claim they have lost influence with the voters.
And when an editor does write a piece about a
candidate he may get sued for libel. It's a dog's
life, this editor Isusiness.

To Bend go the congratula‘lions of her sister
cities everywhere. The central Oregon town, for
the third consecutive year, went without a traf-
fic fatality. We don’'t know whether to credit
Bend laws, traffic direction, enforcement or
public cooperation, but there may be something
there that other cities could well emulate. May
the record continue!

A Detroit woman went to bed with what she
thought was a cold and lo and behold a baby
arrived. We do not believe, however, that all
cold viruses end as happily. Sometimes just the
doctor arrives.

—

Non-Jack Benny fans will chortle over the
bite the taxgatherer says he will take in Ben-
ny's sale of himself to CBS. Out of the $2,260,~-
000 that CBS pays, Uncle Sam will take $1,740,-
200. The old penny-pincher will have some-
thing to cry about now.

“Money, Money Is Chief Worry of the Legis-
lature” runs a headline in an Oregon daily. Lack
of money is what worries Joe Doakes, as the
Christmas bills roll in.

—————————

One of these child evangelists, a five-year-
old this time, performed a wedding ceremony
the other day. Yes, it was in southern California
— Long Beach.

- - - = 4

Soon ready for quiz programs: Who was the
last republican candidate for president? And
the last republican to be elected president?

—

Now, as we were saying before we made that
silly h'lrew Year's resolution—it didn’t last long,
did it

Plea for UMT Almed at Foreign Ears

By J. M. lohfﬁ.k
AP Toreign Affairs Analyst

WASHINGTON, Jan. § —(#)-

pressure
training, probably is thinking as:
much of the nation’s diplomatie

position as of the military. posal

The U. S., during 1949, un- envoy
doubtedly will renew its efforts wup again.
to ease tension with Russia, even Smi

if only for the record. We are
moving already for a new ap-
proach to the problem of a peace

in mind.

th's successor may be chosen
specifically with such a project

This would not be a I:ttenin‘

of American policy.

The firm policy, however, al-
ways has had an open door
through which the administra-
tion watches for even the faintest
signs that Russia might be will-
ing to enter into & comity of na-
tions. If she ever puts hand to
the knocker she will be almost
dragged into the house.

But the president seems to be
well aware that, under present
circumstances, every olive
branch is likely to be interpreted
by the Russians as a sign of

Lfterary Guidepost

weakness. Only the present poli-
cy of Western re-arming, eco-
nomically, politically and milita-
rilly, will provide an atmosphere

Longing

home, the one carrying over some
of his Jewishness and the other
some of her Gentilism, Albert,
who resents vainly his strange
fundamental resemblance to his
admirable father, is Kieve's puz-
zled, earnest, sympathetic hero.

some inheritance yet
unwilling to deny its nobler

parts, he symbolizes miserably

ties, and the problem of-hu blood
lies always in the

in which negotiations can be
condurcted safely.

Adoption of universal train-
ing simultaneously with new ap-
proaches for a settlement would
be like saying to Russia that she
can do business with us if she
wants to do so honestly, but that
there will be no forced sale.

to escape his trouble- . =

ble and The president also may con-
sider universal training as a good
answer to any Russian “peace
offensive,” which many observ-
ers expect her to renew this
year.

Russia knows as well as any-
one else that the most dangerous
period for the democracies will

ance that peace is here and pre-
paredness is unnecessary.

may try to disarm the West by
sly approaches, quiet the war
fears which are the greatest spurs
to the present era of Western co-
operation, and thereby weaken
the anti-communist forces for

The blg, strong man can ignore
insuits and threats, and can at-

stage. Yet tempt to appease his critics with-
and, while -out having his courage quéstion-
were good ed or his position endangered.

Only the weak must fight.

.come with any general accept- S.

ETERNAL "TRlANGLE'

Unions to Back Plan for Salem
Labor-Management Committee

By Conrad G. Prange

Etaff Writer, The Statesman

An attempt to establish a Salem labor-management committes and
increased efforts to organize non-union workers here will be major

projects of organized labor in the Salem area this coming year.
Special projectl to organize retail store workers and state employes
will be placed in motion this vear, according to Herbert E. Barker,

Barker urges a local labor-
management committee. A city of
Salem’'s growth needs one, he says.
It could be modeled after the
Portland pattern and would be re-
ferred to in disputes which could
not be settled in any other way.
To Preserve Relations

“Main object of our efforts this
year,” Barker said, “will be to pre-
serve the excellent labor-manage-
ment relations in this area. On
this score Salem ranks high on the
west coast for having the fewest
worker-employer disputes of any
city of comparable size.”

Barker attributed the good feel-
ing to “better labor representa-
tion” and to the growing realiza-
tion on the part of union leaders
that good relations with manage-
ment s essential to progress in the
labor movement.

“Barring a brief one-day restau-
rant walkout and the current state-
wide strike against Pacific Fruit
and Produce company, Salem did
not have a single major strike in
1948. “We would like very much
to continue that record,” Barker
declared.

Membership Increases

“Organized labor in this area
has increased to well over 10,000
members,” Barker reported. This
figure often touches nearly 15,000
in the spring and summer seasons
when seasonal *industries are go-
ing full blast.

Major problems facing Salem

Industrial Safety
Lectures Planned
At Oregon State

Members of the State Industrial
Accident staff, for the
third consecutive year, will- pre-
sent a series of lectures on indus-
trial safety during the winter term
to students enrclled in the indus-
trial engineering course at Oregon
State college.

Dates are: January 11, “Eco-
nomics of accident prevention”
Charles F. Bollinger; January 13,
““Accident cause analysis,” Robert
M. Evenden; January 18, “Accident
investigation,” George Hewitt;
January 21, “Safety inspections,”
R. B. Jones; January 25, “Machine
safeguarding,” Paul E. Gurske:
February 8, *“Codes and ‘code
structure,” James Grady; Febru-
ary 135, “Electrical safety,” R. D.
Smith; February 22, “Occupation-
al disease,” Paul Giever; March 1,
“Safety statistics,” J. B. Avison.

Plumbers Move
To New Location

Moving eight blocks south, the
Decatur and Maerz plumbing firm
has occupied new quarters at 970
Commercial

The new 30 by 70-foot store
has space greatly increased over
its former site at 173 S. Commer-
cial st. It had been there since
February, 1945. The firm was
formed in 1942, although both
Vernon Decatur and Edwin Maerz,
the owners, have worked in Salem
for several

Modern ligh and store fix-
tures are especially designed for

. dise.

proper of the merchan-
# to Decatur

executive secgetary of the Salem Central Trades and Labor council.

undens now include a lack of com-
petent apprentices and education
of the general public of the aims
and operating programs of t.hc la-
bor movement.

“Apprentices are needed in al-
most all crafts,” Barker said.
“Trained personnel benefit the
union because it is easier to secure
benefits for them and they do bet-
ter work for their employers.”

A special need, Barker indicated,
is*An improved training course for
apprentices. “The actual training
program is set up and working but
;t bd?es not seem to be doing the
ob."

“One fault is a lack of proper
supervision of on-the-job trainees
in some instances,” he  -revealed.
“This year should see changes
which will provide ful-time super-
visors for such trainees.”

While wunion membership in

1948 here increased about 15 per |

cent over 1947 the administrative
staff at the labor temple also has
nearly tripled in the past se\.eral
years, Barker said.

To take care of these added

business agents, union secretanes|

and other personnel the labor
temple is undergoing an expan-
sion program which will ultimate-
ly double the building’s present
10 offices. )

PROBATE COURT

John C. Hadden estate: Final ac-
count hearing set for February 8.

John Rickman estate: Order set-
tles estate.

Charles August Cole estate: Or-
der settles estate.

Frances M. Smith estate: Order
authorizes settlement of claim.

Ruby B. Young Todd estate: Fi-
nal decree settles estate.

CIRCUIT COURT

W. R. Newmyer and Lela R.
Newmyer vs. Will Lux and Mar-
garet Lux: Suit seeks to collect
$1,381 allegedly paid out by plain-
tiffs to care for leased land.

Donald Jeffries vs. John George
Wurster: Order dismisses suit with
prejudice but without costs.

Lillian M. King wvs. Abner J.
Dunn: Suit to quiet plaintiff’s title
to real property.

Frances I. Hooper vs. Dan C.
Weitzel: Suit seeks to collect $11,-
226 for injuries and damages al-
legedly occurring in an automobile
accident when plaintiff was a pas-
senger of auto allegedly driven by
defendant.

Sylvia F. DeWitt vs. George Al-
bert DeWitt: Suit for divorce
charging cruel and inhuman treat-
ment asks for custody of a minor
child and $50 per month support
money. Mamed Sept. 22 1934, at
Troy, Kan.

MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATIONS

Felix J. Koffler, 27, truck driv-
er, and Rose Maxrie Lang, 18, clerk,
both of Woodburn.

William Joseph Werner, 31 log-
ger, Molalla, and Barbara Joy
Hunter, 21, domestic, Stevensville,
Mont.

MUNICIPAL COURT

Edgar Amos Bush, 3195 Silver-
ton rd., driving wtuh intoxicated,
fined 3250.

Rierson Appointed
Educator in County
Health Department

Francis Rierson has been ap-
pointed health educator In the
Marion ecounty department of
health, Dr. Willard J. Stone, coun-
ty health officer, reported Wednes-

day.
Rierson, formerly with the Uni-
versity of W n department

of health and physical education,
succeeds Mrs. Eleanor Fletcher,
who had been “loaned” to the de-
pariment from the state board of
health, Dr. Stone said.

Rierson is married and lives
with his wife and iwo children at
970 N. Church =st.

|Army Board Plans Hearings on
Columbia, Willamette Project

‘nuboardofunginmofﬂnmwmboldlmdm
hearings in the northwest in the period January 31—February 4,
the report of the division engineer on the developmen
bhrimmdlhtributaﬂu.()mhurlng’ will be held in Portland at
mmmummwmﬁmﬁmm-mmbm

the Multnomah hotel on February

their attitude toward the engineer’s
report. The notice of the hearings
carries the recommendation that
those appearing present their
views in writing in triplicate and
give a brief oral summary at the
open hearing. Dates of other hear-
ings are: January 31, Spokane;
Feb. 1, Seattle; Feb. 4, ‘Boise.

The engineer’s report was pub-
lished on November 8. Since then,
by direction of the president army
engineers and engineers of the
reclamation bureau have been
woraing to reconcile their reports
so a single program may be pre-
sented to the congress. The Wil-
lamette valley Project is included
in the engineer's report.

The board, which reviews all
plans and survey reports of the
corps of engineers prior to their
submission to congress, is com-
posed of the following engineer
officers:

Maj. Gen. R. C. Crawford, dep-
uty chief of engineers and presl-
dent of the board, Washington,
D. C.; Maj. Gen. Joseph C. Me-
haffey, former governor of the
Panama Canal and now division
engineer, Ohlo river division, Cin-
cinnati; Col. Mason J. Young, di-
vision engineer, South Atlantic
division, Atlanta; Col. Clark Kitt-
rell, division engineer, Upper
Mississippir Calley division, St.
Louls; Col. Henry Hutchings, jr.,
division engineer, Southwestern
division, Dallas; Col. Wayne 8.
Moore, resident member of the
board, Washington, D. C., and Col.

Salmon Census

Third Highest

PORTLAND, - Jan. 5-(#)-The
number of salmon mounting Bon-
neville dam fish ladders last year
was the third highest since count-
ing began in 1938, the army en-
gineers said today.

Counters tabulated 697,877 sal-
mon crossing the ladders. Only in
::40 and in 1947 were more count-

There were 410,555 Chinooks;
139,062 steelhead; 131541 blue-
backs; 4081 silvehs; 3638 chums
and two humpbacks.

Neuner to Open
Statehouse Office

Attorney General George Neu-
ner announced Wednesday he
would establish a branch office in
the state capitol building Monday
for the duration of the 1949 legis-
lature. Deputy Attorney General
Rex Kimmell will be in charge.

Neuner said he had received
more than 125 requests to prepare
bills for the coming legislature.
Most of these requests came from
state departments and legislators.

O (.
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James H. Stra divisgion engl-
g. New England division, Bos-

Clvﬂim engineers from Wash-
ington, D. C., who will participate
in the board hearings are: George
L. Beard, Harold Kelso, Henry G. .
Kuyl, Samuel H. Gale, Charles H.
McManus, J. Ben W . and H.
S. Middlemiss, public reporter,

Diary of
A Sidewalk

Superiniendent

Condensed Statement of Condition

of

WILLAMETTE VALLEY BANK

Salem, Oregon

As of December 31,

1948

ASSETS
* Loans and Discounts ... ___ .. $ 534,318.88
U. 8. Government Securities ... 454,097.03
Other Securities ... caiaing 159,372.13
Cash, Cash Items and Bahneu wltl Othcr Bul.kl 220,420.59
Other Assets . 29,043.42
Total Assels A 5 i S AR = S e $1,397,252.03
LIABILITIES
Demiand DePoshts ..o i $ 918,488.89
" Time Deposits .. 391,568.45
Other Liabilities _.__ . ____ 7,676.30
Total Liabilities . ... .. cerrresmmisaenatiolatbenalasteses $1,317,733.64
Capital Accounts ... ... . SR S AP s o P 79,518.39
Total Liabilities & Capital ... . . e, $1,397,252.08
B Comparative Figures on Total Deposits

December 31, 1947 . . $ ,297,942.76
December 31, 1848 . ... .. ... ... $1,310,057.34

WILLAMETTE VALLEY BANK

Salem’s Independent Bank

1990 Fairgrounds Road
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

"Phone 3-9281




