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of good luck, trould prevent gan-
grene or death of the tissue. This
was due, not only to the damage
to the blood vessels by the frost-
bite but also to the tendency of
the blood to clot in the damaged
parts even after they had been
thawed out, thus stopping circu-
lation.

Today, however, a recently-discover- ed

drug called heparin has
given us a wonderfully successful
method of dealing with such in-
juries. Dicoumarol might also be
used. Heparin has the effect of
slowing down the clotting of the
blood; thus circulation to the af

heparin treatment. For exampU,
the legs of animals were frozen.
If the heparin was not i employed,,
the legs became gangrenous, bul
when the heparin was used, even
a slight degree of gangrene wai
unusual.

Human volunteers were expos
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utes. to dry ice on the skin. Th i
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was not used, beeeme gangren-ous- .
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heparin, continued for six daysj,
prevented any loss of tissues, and
even when treatment was delayed
for twenty-fo- ur hours. Jt was alt
most as effective. j

It is important,, therefore, that
the tissues be kept at room terru-peratu- re

before the heparin treat-
ment is started, and during the
treatment, since keeping the body
either too warm or too cold bej-for- .e

the heparin is injected mar
cause even more, damage to thjs
affected parts than the frostbite
did. ;f r
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is also very important that dur-
ing this time the affected part be
kept at normal room temperature.
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ly susceptible to infection; hence,
the parts must be kept dressed
under sterile conditions with pre-
cautions much the same as those
used in the treatment of burns.
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