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by major communist and nation-
alist forces which may determine
the immediste future of the Chi-
nese government.

Chinese otl'iml circles displayed
considerable joptimism that a head-
on clash wguld at least tempo-
rarily stabilize the situation. Well
informed foreign military quar-
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Salaries for State Engineers

Engineers in the employ of the State of Ore-
gon have an organization. Its committee has
made a study of engineers’ salaries and embod-
fed its findings in a report. The summary is that
these salaries are below those of other public
bodies on this coast and below sums needed to
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our own OSC engineering school are leaving the
state in-large numbers because of more attrac-
tive openings elsewhere.

The present wage for engineer’s aide is $200
to $245 a month. Recommended in this report is
starting $235-$259 with salary for final grade in
this classification $264 to $288. For civil engi-
neer, first grade, the present salary is $270 to
$340. Recommended is $328-$355, advancing to
$318-$355. For top grade of engineer the present
salary is $520-$620 per month. Recommended is
$850-3715 for starting, advancing to $752-$889,
Increase in the salary of the chief engineer of
the highway department from $8400 a year to
$12,000 also is recommnded.

It is not enough to point out that Oregon sal-
aries are lower than those in Washington and
California. That situation prevails in virtually
all professions and in many crafts. On the other
hand, living costs are lower here than in both
other states AND Oregon imposes no sales tax.

Nevertheless, Oregon must advance its sal-
" aries for trained engineers, and doubtless the
new budget makes such provision. They carry a
great responsibility and deserve good compensa-

for maintaining farm prosperity. It relates to
arbitrary period (1910-1914) base for computa=-
tion. It gives no account to technological im-
provements in farming—power machinery, im=
proved seed strains, use of fertilizer, weedkiller,
etc. Thus, the measure is too rigid and unrealis-
tic.

With this guarantee the farmer is inclined to
grow all the wheat he can instead of some other
crop which may be needed more but has no price
insurance. The sliding scale was devised to put
brakes on overproduction. The only other alter-
native is acreage control, which is not very sat-
isfactory.

To criticize the old parity law is not to invite
or to welcome farm depression. The national
grange favors flexible supports. Actually, of
course, the wheatgrowers of eastern Oregon
have enjoyed wonderful prosperity for many
years and are well able to stand a lower price.
If they still insist on government price props
they ought to permit the old formula to be re-
vised in the light of present conditions.

Status of Test-tube Babies

The status of babies conceived by artificial
means has arisen in English courts of law. It
also will create a problem for ecclesiasts to re-
solve. Legislative bodies may be asked to pass
laws to define such status. In fact two measures
are up for consideration in the British commons.
Here, indeed, is something not envisioned in the
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is, indeed, though vir-
tually all of the disclosures
lately made relate to a time ten
years ago when the commies
were hobnobbing with new deal-
ers. However, Americans may as
well know the facts of life and
understand that trading in docu-
ments is a very old and not
uncommon business. How do you
suppose Washington correspon-
dents get so much inside infor-
mation — often being able to
quote verbatim from confiden-

“The total obligations for Sep-
tember for the program were
$3,636,236.00.” The letter of in-
formation received by me was
signed by Mrs. Kath Mal-
strom, director, with lt—i“
of Gov. Mon C. Wallgren also
on the heading.

“It Seems To Me"” that these
figures should be slightly en-
lightening on the actual cost of
the proposed pension.

I am 71 years of age and 1|
don't get old age assistance al-
though neither I nor my hus-
band have had any income since
1940 — a long time. We were
teachers but we received less
wages than grade school teach-
ers receive today.

We are not even eligible for
the teachers' retirement fund,
but I do believe “If one of you
say unto them depart in peace;
be ye warmed and filled. Not-
withstanding ye give them mnot
those things which are needful
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in Nanking t'rom Hankow was an-
other cause for easing the recent
black gloom of Chinese officials.
This brought to some 75000 the
number of effectives holding the
Yangtize river defenses before the
capital

Red Gen. Chen YI was reported
moving an 6 estimated 125,000
troops into position to block the
southward miarch of three govern-

garrison,
with some 110,000 effective com-
htmm‘ium.mm
;:' th. 'I'hn.lmh popares
sou army group
was on the west flank, the second
army group pn the east, with the
13th army group holding the rear
guard.

Sales in Detroit
Hotel Charged

Burdette Younge, Detroit hotel
operator, and two hotel employes
were arraigned in Marion county
district court/ Saturday on charges
of selling Mquor at the hotel
without a permit.

The three were arrested Friday
night by state liquor inspectors
who said they purchased a bottle
from the trio. Charged besides
Younge are Margaret Haich and
Joe L. Cottori, Each of the accus-
ed posted $250 bail, and all were
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cularly poor talent can be very costly. It is the
end cost of our bridges. and highways that
counts, not the fraction represented by.salaries
of engineers. To attract and hold able men the

state must make its salary offers adequate.

How Much Parity?

Eastern Oregon wheatgrowers want parity
maintained at the legal 90 per cent parity. They
got a lift when Fred Entermille, assistant direc-
tor of the department of agriculture grain
branch, said the administration intends to ask
for “high loan rates” and government assistance
fn providing storage facilities. Jnference drawn
from his address at the Condon meeting of the
E. O. Wheat league is that the adminisfration

would seek to retain the 90 per cent level

borne him a child by means of artificial insem-
ination, her husband being the donor of the
sperm. The court referred to the child as illegiti-
mate, much to the surprise of many legal and
other authorities.

Presumably, test-tube babies would fall inte
four groups: Offspring of a couple lawfully mar-
ried: offspring of a married woman and a man
not her husband, where the latter assented to
the insemination; offspring of a married woman
and a man not her husband, the latter ignorant
of or not assenting to the insemination; offspring
of an unmarried woman and a man. Laws even-
tually will have to be passed fixing the legiti-
macy and inheritance rights of these groups.

So far as is known, no court cases regarding
test-tube babies have come up in this country;

much Inside information from
other countries as they can. All
this is the business of an inter-
national underworld.

The value of many of these
confidential documents is doubt-
ful. After all, our government
has relatively few vital secrets.
We publish the size of our army
and navy, give full information
about our financial budget, re-
port progress in military inven-
tions. As far as policies go they
are quite fluid. Roosevelt said
once our foreign policy was on
a 24-hour basis, and that con-
dition has prevailed under Tru-
man. A document on policy
valid today may be waste paper
tomorrow.

Nevertheless. any sign of leak-
age in the state department calls
for renewed vigilance. We do

government shares in the cost
of the Washington old age as-
sistance program which it would
not do under the Dunne bill
as written. Also, the latter de-
clared eligible women at age
60, while the Washington law
conforms to the federal standard
of age 63.
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Comment
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FRATERNITY LEADERSHIP

The fraternities and sororities
of United States colleges and

tent to kill fpllowing a fight in
the Detroit Hotel November 13. |

Friday am attempt to oust|
Younge from the hotel property
was made in legal action insti-
tuted in Marion county -circuit
court in Salem. A suit seeking
possession of the hotel premises
was filed by Mrs. Hilma E. Dickie,
owner of thq building. [
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