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War Games

Whenever the wyfr-worrymongers need ned
scare-reports with which to turn grey the hair
of their listeners, they view with renewed alarm
that Russia is moving troops westward and en-
gaging in war maneuvers.

C. L. Sulzberger, the New York Times’' in-
trepid correspondent in Paris, dashes some cold
ter in the face of these “hot war™ rumors.
"‘&)espite a lot of belligerent talk before United
Nations, there appears to be no material sign
that actual hostilities may break out, he says.
There is no indication that the Russian bloc dur-
ing the past weeks has taken any major steps
preparing for an imminent war. There seems to
be “no suspicious military movements, no ac-
cumulation of transport in strategic areas, no
unusual preparation of supply depots|. . . no sud-
den assembly of military materials in potential

Jumping-off points.”

The buzzing and harassing of air lift planes
by Russian Yak fighters is merely the familiar
Russian nuisance tactics carried into the air.
They are disagreeable and possibly dangerous,
but they are nevertheless in the actions-short-
of-war category.

The “gradually accumulative long-range de-
fensive preparations” of every nation economi-
cally able to stockpile military supplies are not
new or unusual. Except during the semi-fake
periods of disarmament, nations have always
felt the best insurance for peace was adequate
defense in case of war.

Rearmament, stockpiling of supplies, training
of troops and other long-range preparations by
Russia, Britain, France, the United States and

r nations, therefore, can be regarded as nor-
mal for a critical political period.

They do not, by themselves, mean war—any
more than our own current war maneuvers—
Operation Combine:III—in Florida mean war.
Football practice games don’t count in the con-
ference totals, either.

Food Costs Pass the Peak?

Some decline in food prices, particularly
meats, is reported. This confounds the experts
who predicted a price rise in meats this fall, as
growers used the abundant corn crop to feed
out their stock.

What has brought the price down is the op-
eration of the law of supply and demand. When
the price got higher than consumens felt they
could afford to pay they reduced their buying.
The buyers’ strike agitation had its effect.
Housewives became more price conscious and
bunted for bargains.

An easing of food costs would lower pressures
for wage increases. Employed workers are
hearty eaters and sensitive to food prices. Bar-
ring unforeseen upsets it looks as though living
eosts have passd their peak, though the descent
@s far as averages go will be slow, retarded by
goyernment price supports and high operating
eosts of food processors and distributors.

Slot Machine Racket

Governor Warren's crime commission comes
Bp with a report that the slot machine racketeers

were all set to organize 22 cities for their busi-
ness, using 308 business outlets. The promoters
were said to be assuring their agents of protec-
tion from the attorney general's office. That
charge is the basis for indictments in one of the
counties.

What happens in California happens here,
too, except that in this state the attorney gen-
eral, George Neuner, is a foe of the slot machine
bandits. Consequently, they are trying to defeat
him in the coming election. The gambling in-
terests are backing Neuner's democratic oppon-
ent.

Actually, there has not been a real cleanup
in this state. In some cities the slots still operate
openly; and in Salem they operate in some so-
called clubs, with the legal approval of the dis-
trict attorney. A crime commission in Oregon
would have a fertile field for investigation if it
made a real probe into the ring that runs the
illegal gambling devices.

Gatch Named Commissioner

Admiral Tom Gatch is to be commended for
accepting the appointment as member of the
state liquor commission. His standing and record
give conviction to his promise:

“l was assured by the govermor the
liguor situation in Oregon is clean and I

can assure all hands that, by-the-eternal,
it's going to stay that way.”

Governor Hall will by this stroke restore
public confidence in the commission and in the
state’s control system which was badly shat-
tered in the late embroglio.

We express hope that Admiral Gatch will
not limit his tour of duty to the remaining
months in the Hall term but will continue to
serve in the new administration, for we feel
confident he will be wanted.

Senator Taft says that the government’s bud-
get for the current year will be balanced with
dn adequate margin left over, but not enough to

_ warrant tax cuts. They should come, he thinks,

in excise levies. Some of these levies, such as
those on communications and transportation, are
quite burdensome. Excise taxes on jewelry and

furs are very heavy, but they still belong in the
luxury class which is the favorite victim of tax-

gatherers. Perhaps we should be happy that no
tax increase impends, considering what we are
spending for European relief and rearmament.

Harry Truman says electing Dewey will lead
the country in a headlong dash toward another
depression. There is no proof Truman can read
a crystal ball with any degree of accuracy. He
foresaw a business bump in 1945-46 and urged
legislation for Henry Wallace's 60,000,000 jobs.
Congress balked—and now more than the 60,-
000,000 are employed. If a depression is coming,
and it may be, it will come whether Tom, (Dick)
or Harry is president.

A :Salem inventor claims to have discovered
how 'to get power out of water. The real dis-
covery however would Le to get power out of
the air (sunshine, wind). Air is the one element
in universal distribution over the earth.

lllinois Demos Push Formidable Slate

“October’s Nut Brown Ale!”

Your City
Government

By Joseph Alsop

CHICAGO, Oct. 6 — 1f Gov.
Thomas E. Dewey is the modern-
minded republican he claims to
be, he cannot much like many of
the coattail riders he is likely to
help re-elect this year. Dewey
is anything but non-partisan.
Yet one would think he might
actively prefer the democrats
here in Illinois, where the anci-
ent republican system of govern-
ment by blg'.—-r- - ;
businessmen
and little poli-
ticians has been
carried to such
a peculiar ex-
treme.

There is only
one big busi-¥
nessman, Col. ¥

R. Mc-
ormick,

the governor, h’ Ah’
and the repub-' ——
lican senator. The redoubtable
Colonel forcibly imposed the
brassy Sen. C. Wayland Brooks
on the Illincis republican organ-
fzation, which had the good taste
not to like the man. Brooks has
belonged to McCormick ever
since and still does. As for the
governor, Dwight Green, he was
originally the protege of Chi-
cago's other colonel, the late
Frank Knox. But Green also
belongs to McCormick now, as
the republican convention at
Philadelphia rather ludicrously
proved.

At Philadelphia, the naive
Dewey managers could not be-
lieve that the governor of a great
state, at the head of a delega-
tion of state payrollers, was not
the master of his soul. They
wanted to do a deal with Green.
The unhappy Green desperately
wanted the vice - presidential
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bert A. Taft and it was as

gh a little white in

a vaudeville dog-act

scut-

tled to the corner of the stage
to commit a nuisance. The ter-
rifying trainer cracked his terri-
ble whip. The little poodle ran
back to his place, put s paws
under its chin and pretended
nothing had happened. To the
bitter end, at McCormick’s word
of command, and despite his
yearnings for the vice-presiden-
tial nomination, Green stuck with
Taft's candidacy. It was the
strongest showing of

power in recent political history.
And no one can doubt that
GCreen at least has the virtue of
obedience.

Green's state administration
has little else to boast of, how-
ever. Its general flavor is best

suggested by the big campaign
issue centering around the Cen-
tralia mine disaster. A close con-
nection is publicly charged be-
tween this ghastly tragedy, the
peculiar immunity of the mines
to state inspection and certain
large payments into the war-
chests of the state republican or-
ganization. And these charges
have not been convincingly re-
futed.

The real irony of the situation
lies in Dewey's position, how-
ever. After bitterly opposing
Dewey at Philadeiphia, Colonel
McCormick is giving the merest
lip-service to Dewev’s candidacy.
Meanwhile, “The Chicago Tri-
bune” dailv flails Dewey's chief
foreign adviser, John Foster
Dulles, as a sinister leftist. Yet if
Dewey did not head the repub-
lican ticket, the two McCormick-
men, Governor Green and Sena-
tor Brooks, would be in grave
danger of defeat. With one hand,
Green and Brooks clutch Dew-
ev's coattails; in the other hand,
thev hold a dagger to stab Dewey
in the back later on.

The Illinois republicans need
Dewev’'s help for two reasons.
The Wallace party has been
ruled off the ballofk And the
democrats have nominated the
forceful, public-spirited Ad'al
Stevenson for the

and for the senatorship, the able,
progressive Paul Douglas. Ste-
venson is a rich man, bears an
honored Illinois name and will
attract many normally republican
voters, Douglas is a liberal pro-
fessor, served conspicuously well
in Chicago city politics, has a su-
perb war record and enjoys solid,
impassioned labor support. Both
are making energetic campaigns.
With all their differences, they
are exactly the sort of men the
democrats need if they are to
make a comeback.

The republicans are countering
the Stevenson-Douglas threat by
spending $20 for every $1 of
the democrats and by using some
pretty crude campaigning weap-
ons. Douglas, for example, Is
both a severely wounded Marine
veteran of the second war and
outstanding among American
progressives for his unyielding
fight against the communists.
Yet Rep. Fred Busbey, a minor
league “Curly” Brooks, is quar-
tering the state howling that
Douglas is a “red.™ This is only
one more instance of a dangerous
practice. (It will be impossible
to solve the serious communist
problem, {f the debate is to be
dominated by the mindless bel-
lowing of squalid hacks.)
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None the less, impartial ob-
servers of both parties concede
that Stevenson and Douglas have
a definite outside chance to de-
feat Green and Brooks. The polls
give Dewev a nine-point margin
over President Harry S. Truman
in INlnois. If 5 per cent of the
voters split their tickets—as a
good many are expected to do—
the McCormick-men will be
beaten.

More probably, of course, the
McCormick-men will win. But
this will only be because the
voters think Dewey is different
and does not mean government
by big businessmen and little
politicians. If the future proves
the contrary, the political conse-

quences are likely to be wvol-
canjc.
(C ’lﬂl. New York Herald

governorship, Tribune,

(Editer's note: Mayor Robert L. Fif-
strom of Salem, in 2 move to stress on
all residents that *“the city is a mu-
nicipal corporation. your ecorpora-
tion, and you are s stockholder<™
recently prepared a series of articles
on its government. Fxcerpts from the
articles will apnear from time to time
A3 A matter of public Information )

In the improved efficiency nf
its government. Salem has made
the pgreatest progress in the
past two wvears.

As an examnle, vonn now have
the maost efficient fire depart-
ment Salem has ever had. Un-
der a new chief. vour firemen
have been trained. A fireman
tnday is reauired bhv examina-
tion to know his job. and he
does. Your citv alco has more
and better fire-fierhting eouin-
ment. and it renders a better
brand of emergency service.

You may have nnticed the lit-
tle red truck that trails other
apparatus to all fires. If wvou
have had a fire at vour home,
you know the men on that truck
combrise the clean-up crew
which cleans up the mess in
your home after a fire. And
without charge.

Salem has four fire stations,
all well located. and In the
event of a fire, the program of
efficiency includes the shifting
of apparatus from one station
to another to provide for emer-
gency protection at all times.

Until about two years ago,
the city hall siren was sounded
each time a fire was reported.
That doesn't happen any more.
Except at the regular noon-hour
on week days, the city hall
siren is now used only as a sig-
nal for calling out all firemen
when there is a fire of such
proportions that it is felt they
are needed.

We have wmade similar im-
provements in the operation of
your police department.

The day of the two-fisted,
browbeating type of hard-boiled
cop. for example, is fading. We
have made many changes in the
Salem department and the ef-
fort to eliminate such officers
has been included. The qualify-
ing standards have been raised
and we are getting a new, more
intelligent type of officer.

We recognize that there is
still room for improvement and
we are going about the job in

Literary
Guidepost

By W. C. Rogers

MY GLORIOUS BROTHERS,
By Howard Fast (Little,
Brown; $2.75)

Two centuries before Christ
there lived in the little village
of Modin, half way between
Jerusalem and Joppa, the patri-
arch Mattathias and his five

(Continued from page 1)

real literary worth, would fall
under prohibition by this law.
Papers and magazines that car-
ried pictures of the horrors of
Dachau and Buchenwald could
not have circulated under such
a law. Paintings that really are
works of art could be denied
sale because they were “ob-
scene.”

The history of policing liter-
ature has uniformly been bad.
Enforcement officials are often
narrow-minded prudes; and
some of them are too stupid to
be able to judge literature. The
state will fall into a pit of 1its
own devising if it enacts this
Lynch law on publications.

What should be done. about
the naughty comic books?
Frankly 1 do not know. But I
do not want to see Oregon set
up a censorship covering litera-
ture and art just to screen out
the bad comics. There is such
a thing as responsibility of par-
ents for their children which
certainly includes scrutiny of
their reading material. As for
adults they should be able to
look after themselves without
having the state peer over their
shoulders to see what they are
reading.

an orderly, well-conceived plan.
As we said before, Salem is a
good place to live and we want
to make it even better.

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty
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sons, Judas, Eleazer, Jonathan,
John and Simon, who is narra-

tor for most of this stirring but |
by an|

uncontroversial novel
author who frequently is
center of controversy.
Antiochus Epiphanes, the King
of Kings, was determined to
exact the maximum taxes from!

his Jewish suebjects, and to in-|

the

flict upon them, who believed

in an invisible God, the greatest
indignities and humiliations; An-
tiochus" mercenaries set the
torch to their lowly towns, dese-
crated their holy altars, despoil-

ed their virgins, tortured and

slew their menfolks.

But the worm turned. Whenfl

one day Pericles, the king's
warden for Judeo. caught young
Jonathan, his brothers Judas and
Simon heard the child's terri-
fied scream and killed the de-
ﬁ_rnved overlord and his guards,

e was replaced by the ‘equally
vicious Apolles, but the fervor
of the brave sons was fired by
the example of their father, the
wisdom of Rabbi Ragesh, and
the misery of the liberty-loving
but enslaved peopl.e Ygu, Judas,
said the rabbi, shall be the|
Maccabee and lead the Jews to|
freedom.

Fast has recreated a historic|
period and a heroic people. His- |
torical novels of this quality are|

Safety Valve

The

has been carrying excerpts from
a report by Mayor Elfstrom on|
the city government. Within lim-
its of space its columns are open
to constructive analysis by com-
petent sources on any subject of
general interest.)

Wanis Space for Articles
To the Editor:

Have been following the ser-
jes of articles published in your |
paper which were written by
the mayor.

Your paper should be com-
mended for helping to educate
the public on city government.
Undoubtedly the citizens would
like to be enlightened on both
sides of important issues when
a change of the form of gov-
ernment is to be voted on at
the election in November.

You too, being a liberal mind-
ed paper would undoubtedly
welcome a constructive critical
analysis of manager form of
government and recommenda-
tions for improvement In city
management.

With this thought in mind
our committee will be glad to
submit facts and figures regard-
ing the two plans and also show
where some of the mayor's
statements are misleading and
do not give a true picture of
conditions.

Realizing that space is lim-
ited we will endeavor to con-
fine our statements to facts
which have a direet bearing on
the question involved. We would|
be glad to submit a series of |
articles such as the mayor has|
submitted, giving the other side
of the question.

Sincerely,

L. F. LeGarie
Chairman Citizens
Better Govt. Comm.

(Editor's note: The Statesman

Lecture Pending

GREAT FALLS, Mont -(.5-A
lecture was in order for his
three year old son when City
Fireman Walter L. Lehman re-
turned home from a tour of duty
at the station. Firemen were
summoned during the day to
put out a blaze started by the
boy playing with a cigaret light-
er. Lehman had to remain on
duty at the station, though,
while other firemen went to his
home to put out the flames.

MR. MOTORIST

Automobile Liability and Property Damage rates have been o
the increase as you will see when you receive your next billing.
Since this is general news, I think it enly proper to make the
annpuncement that this increase does NOT affect the FARM-
ERS INSURANCE GROUP to the same exient as it affecls
others, \ '

Comipare our current rates for $5,000/10,000 Liability and $5.000
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cost the first time only.

(10/20/5000 costs $1.40 more.) Ages 21 to 65 and we make ne
distinction in the yearly mileage or use of the automobile.

Wﬁnyutﬁymmtmbﬂﬂuhmhmmm
rates for all coverages. Cut your automobile insurance costs
with FARMERS, the West's leading Insurance carrier.

Phene 3-5661 for an agent to call on you or come Into the Dis-
triet Office at 466 Court St., Salem, Oregon.

BILL OSKO

466 Court St Ph. 3-5661

LOOK SMART
‘ BE SMART
BUY TOP QUALITY

CLOTHES
SAVE $10.00 AT

CLOTHES
SHOP

Josls UPSTAIRS

New 1948 and 1949
‘Fall and Winter

SlllTS
'l'opcoals

Made of the most expensive
100% wool worsted fabrics,
. Large selection of the most
| wanted solid colors, stripes
and mixtures.

phinlowrululnallonrhd

Regular $45.00 Regular $47.50
Suits and Topcoais | Suils and Topcoais
JOE'S PRICE JOE'S PRICE
$3500 | $3750
Regular $50.00 - Regular $55.00
Suits and Topcoals | Suiis and Topcoais

~ JOE'S PRICE JOE'S PRICE
3400 | 345
Regular $60.00 - $70.00 - $§72.50 and $75.00

Single and Double Breasied Suils

WITH VEST, ONE AND TWO-PANTS SUITS

. $50.00 - $55.00 - $60.00 - $62.50 . $65.00
SPORT COATS, SLACKS and PANTS

THE FINEST SELECTION IN TOWN
MADE OF THE FINEST 100% WOOL FABRICS

Sport Coals Slacks and Panis

Bolld colors and fancy
weaves, including Cardigan
;t,y.l.“mtl. regular $25.00 teo

_ Regular $11.95 to $21.50
Joe’s Upstairs Price JOE’S PRICES

$1750 | 58, S16"

CHELSON FINE FUR FELT HATS
JOE’'S NEW LOW PRICES

$5.00, $6.00, $7.50

OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT 'TIL 9 O’CLOCK

E's UPSTAIRS

442 STATB STREET

ABOVE MORKIS OPTICAL COMPANY
Look for the flashing meon sign
that reads save $10.00 above the entranes




