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Threat of Coastwise Strike

The outlook for shipping on this coast isn't good. After mak-
ing concessions as to hiring hall control as were made on the
east coast and on wages the employers thought the dispute with
longshoremen was on the way to a solution. But the Harry
Bridges outfit upsets the applecart so unless last minute negoti-
ations produce agreement the workers will go on strike Septem-
ber 2.

Then at Coos Bay another outbreak of jurisdictional trouble
between the CIO and AFL has shut down the port and one saw-
mill and threatens to spread to San Francisco. The CIO long-
shoremen refuse to work the cargo on a ship with an AFL crew,
claiming the below-decks crew should be CIO. They posted pick-
ets about the dock and the mill and tied things up.

It is recalled that Coos Bay was caught in a similar squeeze

.lyurertwoqothatpnnlnedowatiomthen!ora_@mg
time. Since the mills there depend so much on the water haul,
this inter-union fight may force curtailment of their operations

A sirike or a tieup because of union controversy on this coast
would be damaging. It would cripple lumber mills and interrupt
the export of wheat. The huge crop in the interior should be
moved out rapidly to have room at country elevators for grain
now piled outdoors. If no ships call the big export flow will
stop, backing up grain clear tg the country elevators. The in-
terior suffers when shipping is tied up.

The coastwise and intercoastal shipping business has had
tough going since the wear. The heavy increase in expenses h_u
made the business unprofitable except to lines fortunately sit-
uated. Joe Carson, member of the maritime commission, was on
the coast recently looking into shipping conditions to see what
needed to be done to revive use of this form of transportation.
Heavier costs now will add to the difficulty in restoring ocean
shipping to prewar proportions.

One may wonder whether Bridges really wants a settlement.
He was irked at the injunction under the Taft-Hartley law
which held up their strike. His union refuses to vote at NLRB
direction on proposals for a new contract. Maybe Bridges doesn’t
want to have his men loading goods for Europe under the Mar-
shall plan. A few years ago he announced a platform of no more
strikes, but that isn't his tune today.

On the east coast a settlement was arrived at which continues
the union control of the hiring hall pending a supreme court

«decision. So the shipping business there will continue. Bridges
runs his own show out here however and may put the freeze on
west coast shipping, come Thursday.

White State Cars

Announcement by Secretary of State Newbry that cars of
his department will hereafter bé. painted white revives memo-
ries of the time when the state highway patrol was under the
jurisdiction of the state department. Secretary Hal Hoss had
them painted white. When the patrol was merged into the new
state police system set up under Gov. Julias Meier they were
put back in conventional dark colors.

Editor Green of the Ashland Tidings, commienting on the late
snnouncement, express his hope that the state police cars again
be painted white. He says their distinctive color had an immedi-
ate effect in controlling speed on highways—motorists watched
for the white cars and watched their pace when one was in
sight. The reasoning probably works in reverse: when no white
car was in sight the motorists proceeded to burn up the road.

The white coloring of the state department cars now will
have a soothing effect: no arrests are in sight. We worder though
if these distinctively painted vehicles will, like all the literature
emanting from the office carry the name of the secretary of
state. What a billboard a white car would make.

Bringing Home Not Bacon But a Trophy

What's going on here?

. Last Wednesday Gardner Knapp at Rotary club held up a
trophy showing what passed for a gold-plated salmon leaping
out of the water. He said it was provided by the Salem chamber
of commerce for the mayors’ fishing derby at Ilwaco; and made
some uncomplimentary remarks about Mayor Bob Elfstrom’s
fishing ability.

Now comes the report that Mayor Elfstrom caught the big-
gest salmon at the Ilwaco derby and won the trophy. He caught
a 38% Ib. fish while the Longview mayor got a 37-pounder.
With the modesty of the perfect host Mayor Howerton of Ilwaco
caught none.

Knapp will insist, we are sure, that Elfstrom’s salmon was
tied to a stake. Knowing both we will not know whose fish
story to believe.

Anyhow it is something that the trophy comes back to SBa-
lem. .

b —— - — |
Seme Always Unhappy

Oregon City is governed by a city commission composed of
a mayor and two commissioners, who employ a city manager to
serve as the active executive. The Enterprise reports that peti-
tions are being circulated to submit to voters a proposed change
in the city charter to provide for a board of aldermen of six
members to be elected from the several wards of the city. The
office of manager would be retained.

Singular, isn’t it, that just when Salem is asked to vote on
a proposal to change from a system of mayor and seven coun-

cilmen to a commission form with three members, Oregon City |

is considering just the reverse. The similarity ends in this, how-
ever, that the Salem proposal would presumably abolirh the of«
fice manager while that in Oregon City provides for its con-
tinuance. ;

Perhaps it sums up to this: some people are never satisfied.

Wrong Place for Pickets

Admittedly it is afiti-climax -for men to be registering again
for the draft. The emotional stimulus that attended registration
4n 1940 is lacking. We thought we had done the job thoroughly
and folk have no taste for another war.

are venting their spleen in the wrong direction.
e ——

Where Short Corn Grows?
A plant geneticist says he has succeeded in breeding
- of corn whose height is cut from 14 feet to 6 feet. This will be
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Korea amount to between $200
and $300 million a year. The army
can ill afford the 24,000 troops
now on garrison duty in Korea.

And from the standpoint of
straight military strategy, Oki-
nawa and the Japanese islands
are positions of equal, if not
greater value.

These are practical considera-
tions of -high importance. They
are not very frankly admitted,
however. A good many of the
responsible policy makers even

Korea regime of Dr. Syngman
Rhee will be able to maintain
its independence after all. Cer-
tain measures to this end are be-
ing taken. Before the final evac-
uation, for example, the Ameri-
can garrison will recruit and
train a South Korean constabu-
lary of 40,000 men or more. When
the American garrison departs,
it will leave its arms behind.
And the South Koreans may -
military mission.
Mere Gestures

But the facts show that these
measures are mere gestures,
which one suspects are primar-
ily designed to save face. The
South Korean government is rela-
tively feeble and troubled by a
serious problem of communist in-
filtration. In north Korea the

With the exception of one small
power plant, their entire power
supply comes from north Korea.
Obviously no government can
sustain jtself against a strong
rival government which controls

rea if and when it chooses, with-
out moving a single Russian sol-
er.

dier.
Political Effect

Then if one digs deeper Into
of the Korean
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power and equipment, Schmidt in Sliverton, l
UP.Tm said that at one time recently 8 s -
“there wasn't a single store check- | Boe Emplo’a’ M.
. ed the entire night north of State : R
an immediate, disastrous psycho- . . | street because one prowl car was Wif 2 Y
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the forces of resistance to com- two were immobilized for such g
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Asia. Particularly, this will be s was busy chasing a stolen car, iy | |
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national government of General- on warrants and scouring | ing airplane company 8-
issimo Chiang Kai-shek is peri- m M&rubmmm&mmmw' = Sr
lously close to collapse. A $500,000 bond issue election scheduled for September 3 in the an automobile.” CAA tonight as for six |
Yet this politico-psychological | Turner-Aumsville union high school district 8 has been postponed, Schmidt, who said he liked po- | days on a flight - iy
factor was only slightly weighed | the school board Monday. lice work immensely, declared | 1o Seattls in a e
in the Korean decision, and for Because of validation proceedings now going on in Marion county | that “by far the majority of uni- | gined plane.
a very simple cause. circuit court, the board ordered the election already posted to | formed men in the Salem police| Aboard the
Not in Korea only, but in|be to are fine ’:'

China, Burma, Malaya, Siam,
Indo-China, the Netherlands In-
dies and the Philippines, the local
communist are hard at
work in the open. Their armed
efforts in China, Burma and

from the petty wvanity,
folly and crass disregard for ob-
vious American interests, which
characterized American Asiatie

prevailing atmosphers of
defeatism, when such deci-
sions are quite likely to preju-
any future attempt to turn

sity, Salem, was reelected
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