3
;.

- Aawm -
ez

@reaon@P Stafesman
“No Favor Sways Us, No Fear Shall Awe”

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher

The Assecialed Press Is entitled exclusively to the mse for republl-
eation of all the Jocal mews prinied in this newspaper, as well as all
AP news dispatches. .
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. Is Boycott So Bad?

We note with interest and arched eyebrows that the Western
Livestock Journal of Portland has blamed consumer boycotts on
meat on “politicians and big city newspapers.” It has gone on to
say that “nice old ladies,” also in big cities, are being encourag-
ed to carry on such boycotts, although why they shouldn’t be is
not made clear. ' .

What the Livestock Journal seems to- suggest—at least to a
newspaper which is neither “big city"” nor a proponent of boy-
cotis—is that the press and public figures who have urged buy-
ers’ strikes, etc., against high meat prices are doing something
which in seme obscure way is irregular, exceptional and unjusti-
fied by conditions which confront every meat customer. It seems
to attribute an element of pure cussedness to anybody who would
recoil at paying a full buck for a pound of tired brisket (as hap-
pens in the stores of Chicago, New York, Washington and like
places daily), and to imply that such a person is the victim of
demogogues or the lackey press. "

Not.so, Every merchant, meat dealer or purveyor of five car-
at diameadls—knows that if he raises his prices too high, his cus-
tomers will refuse to buy. In effect, they boycott his product. He
may even have his prices so high that nobody will buy from
him, Then e has a mass boycoit, and he needs to look for anoth-
er occupation.

That is precisely what is happening in meat markets in other
parts in the country; not, happily, in Oregon as yet. The red stuff
in the ceelers simply costs too much. It is not the dealer’'s fault,
necessarily; or the packer's, or the stock grower’s. All have high
casts to contend with, and a greedy market to supply. It is simply
that a combination of economic circumstances have forced thg
© price of meat so high Lthat many customers feel forced to with-

draw from-the market, and are convinced that the only way in| !

which the price of meat can be reduced for themselves and their
neighbors is by letting the entire meat industry know that their
product is unsalable at the prices asked. There is nothing un-
American or exceptional or demogogic about this: it is simply
the law of supply and demand at work, with demand saying “no”
to supply. The alternative would have been government price-
fixing and rationing long since as President Truman more or

Jess diffidently asked, and that would almost certainly have|

meant instant shortages in the butcher shops, and a sudden, nox-

Sous flowering of all the black and grey markets in the country.| Sep

The Livestock Journal goes on to note that the campaign
against high meat prices, “if successful,” would turn attention to
all high-priced commodities and bring on “a major depression.”
Well, it wouldn't be a bad idea at all if a great deal of attention
twere paid to all high-priced commodities, with a view to alter-
ing the conditions whch have made them such. That it would
mecemearily bripg on “a major depression,” is highly question-
able. That it would stimulate a healthy readjustment in the pric-
ing of consumer goods in general is rather more likely, and earn-
estly to be hoped. .. Meanwhile, don’t blame the nice old ladies.
They can't help it if they like to eat 50-cent beefsteak. We all do.

How to Walk Up a Hill

Mountain-climbing tragedies, like airplane crashes a short
time ago, are becoming all too common. Throughout the summer
there have been reports up and down the coast of sudden and
violent death in the peaks and crevasses of the west's outstand-
ing scenic attractions. The stories of happy-go-lucky jaunts that
ended in “no survivors” are legion.

Mountaineering is more than good clean sport. It is danger-
ous and beautiful and habit-forming; its fans, if they live long
enough, become addicts who gladly pay the price of physical
stamina, courage and technical know-how that the more seduc-
tive ranges demand.

Evidently, however, some would-be conquerers of the lonely
crags and icy fastnesses act as though mountain-climbing was
merely an overgrown hiking trip. It is much easier to talk about
the inspiration of superlative scenery and the exhilerating thin
air at 10,000 feet than it is to cover many miles of lava, shale,
jce and granite. What looks from the valley like a short, easily
negotiable trail often turns out to include scaling perpendicular
“chimneys” with the use of rope and ax. And getting down is
as laborious as the ascent; most climbers don’t just sit on their
canteen and slide.

Since mountaineering is becoming an increasingly popular:
pastime in this country, it is good to know that a school to teach
the safe rules of the game has been established at Grand Teton
national park in Wyoming. It is the only institution of its kind
this side of the Alps and is operated by two guides who have 40
years of climbing experience in the Alps, Rockies and Himalayas
between them. Courses begin with instruction on how to walk
up a hill and end with field trips using overnight camping equip-
ment at 11,000 feet or the upper saddle of Grand Teton moun:
At would seem that people who wouldn’t dream of deep-sea
diving without the proper equipment or instruction, would have
sense enough to take the same precautions before attempting to
hike up Three-Fingered Jack or the North Sister. The only way
an amateur mountaineer ever becomes an expert is to develop
early a healthy respect for the impersonal cruelty of the moun-
tains,

The Masaryk Case
The current issue of the Saturday Evening Post contains an

interesting article by O. Henry Brandon, an English journalist
on “Was Masaryk Murdered?” It is based on the report given
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rather dull but by no means Marx-
ist bock by Philip Wylie, was
confiscated.

Nothing more happened until
January. Despite repeated re-
quests for a decision, permission
for Brown to marry Mrs. Smith
was still withheld. Then, on Jan-

uary

was presented with an “interroga-
tory,” consisting of some 21 ques-
tions,

Some of these questions are

with “persons you
connected with labor activities and

labor

Zone"; whether she had “exchang-
ed views on political, government-
al, or international subjects with

persons
versity of Panama"; and whether

tember, Brown’s locker ‘was
searched in his presence, his per-
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‘Smoke-Filled Room’

PESCHEL — To Mr. and . Mrs.
Louis A. Peschel, 1745 Mill st,

papers were read, and a
a son, Wednesday, August 18, at
hospital.

of “Generation of Vipers,” a

MANGERS — To Mr. and Mrs.
Robert H. Mangers, 1715 N. Win-
ter st, a son, Thursday, August
19, st Salem General hospital

RATHSAM —To Mr. and Mrs
M. R. Rathsam 337§ Livingston
st., a son, Thursday, August 19,
at Salem General hospital

WOOD-—To Mr. and Mrs. Jos-

30 of this year, Mrs. Smith

know to be
leadership in the Canal

connected with the Uni-

or literature the gov-|at Salem Memorial
ernment of the USSR.”
Intellectuals Suspected
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anceship with four individuals.
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ifornia. Mrs.
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had, she said,

Faye
- | Liechty, both da-um;ths?i‘. by the state commission in its Sa-

M rs. Si;elhammer, 70, Dies
Following Five-Y ear Illness

Ada Pearl 8§ , 10, of 850 N. 17th st, wife of John F.
Steelhammer, sr., died Wednesday at the residence following an ill-
ness of five years which became serious during the past week.

She was Born at 7 Ore., the daughter of William A. and
Rose Hughes Taylor, a family. She came with her
parents to the community east of Salemn at the age of six

first
Jerman in the early part of the

century. Jerman died in 1924 and a
in 1927 she arried Mr. Steelham- t
mer. The couple resided in the

Silverton area until 1942 when

| Daughters of the Nile. _

Surviving besides the husband| Hearing on the discharge case of
gfe stepsons, John F. Steelham- | Mrs. Julia Eaton, Portland, will be
mer, jr., and Carl G. S *| the first of its type ever handled

o|of Salem; three sisters, Mrs |, 4. Oregon state civil service

ley, Calif.; and three grandchil- | employment with the state public
Funeral services will be held at | for alleged activity detrimental to

commission. The case will be heard

of “ | lem offices next Wednesday.
Virgil G. Txrhrgg Mrs. Eaton sismissed £

welfare commisgion in Portland
Barrick chapel Satur- the organization, to the state and
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tember 2.
Glenn Edward Lukinbeal, 440
N. l4th st, no driver's license,
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