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“Peace im Our Time” Again?

During the summer and fall 10 years ago it was the Munich
crisis that had the world holding its breath. Today it is Berlin.
And it is the disposition of the Berlin problem that will show
how well the lesson of Munich was learned.

Hitler's policy of aggression was made plain long before
Munich. He outlined 1t in “Mein Kempf” and the German arm-
aments program and military emphasis pointed to war. In 1837
he told his generals that Austria and Czechoslovakia were first

on the list, At the same time, Sir Stafford Cripps in England wu]

telling British workers to stop making munitions. But when the
nazi minority in Czechoslovakia began to demand a tie-up with
Gemany, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain saw that
European peace was being threatened. : .
Czechoslovakia had a treaty of military alliance with France

and France had similar agreements with Russia. France was

divided and weak, and Britain, though uncommitted, would be
called upon to aid her old ally. So Chamberlain decided the best
way to avert war was to persuade the Czechs to surrender by
weakening French willingness to help the Czechs. Although Hit-
ler's estimage of her importance indicated that Czechoslovakia
might be the keynote to the defense of Europe, Chamberlain per-
suaded himself that it was “a small, far-off country”—not worth
& war.

It was not 1n him to feel otherwise, H. R. Trevor-Roper, the
Oxford historian and authority on the nazi, writes in the New
York Times magazine. Chamberlain was a complacent, narrow-
minded and obstinate man of limited intelligence. He was prim-
arily a business man and his outlook was entirely provincial. He
had no understanding of history or of humanity. Chamberlain
simply did not believe that Hitler was fundamentally different
from himself, and his love of peace was genuine, emotional, al-
most mystical. And whenever evidence contradicted his illu-
sions, Chamberlain simply ignored it. He was, in short, a sort
of British Henry Wallace.

Chambeslain’s crime was not his failure to solve a problem
too complex for a man of his stature; his crime was his refusal
to face facts. And that, says Trevor-Roper is Munich's lesson
for us:

“We must b= warned by Chamberlain’s example. In world
politics there are no short cuts, no personal triamphs; probiems
must be understood, not simplified, and mystical faith is no sub-
stitute for calculating reasoning. Above all, it is certain that an
aggressor can never be appeased. A t has never suc-
ceeded in history. .From the debris of (Chamberlain's) disaster
we may extract some comfort only if we can be sure that Munich
was the final end of appeasement.”

Whether or not a “get tough” policy with Hitler would have

stymied his territorial ambitions will never be known. But it has
been established beyond doubt, Trevor-Roper notes, that a group
of German generals led by the chief of the general staff were
preparing a military coup to overthrow Hitler in protest against
his policy of aggression. When Chamberlain ignored their mes-
sage to stand firm and surrendered, Hitler’s path was clear.

Gum: Last Stronghold of the Nickel

A former vice-president became famous by declaring after
the first world war that what the country needed was a return
to the five-cent cigar. The five-cent cigar did return to be sure;
but it has gone up in smoke long since. But one thing we do have
to give use and respectability to the nickel is the package of

chewing gum. It still retails, the pack of five sticks, for five cents. |
course. He was right, and his

And according to Philip K. Wrigley, who turns out a lot of the
stuff for people to chew on, the price is going to stay at five
cents.

How do they ao it? How do they meet the rising costs of la-
bor and materials and still produce gum for a nickel a package?
Big volume accounts for their ability to hold costs down. Amer-
icans chewed 19 billion sticks of gum; this year the consumption
is expected to hit 21 billion sticks (bigger market for Oregon
mint oil).

Another way they kicked inflation was to substitute synthe-
tics for chicle. For 50 years chicle, which is a sticky milk-like
fluid exuded from a tree that grows in Mexico and Guatemala,
was used as the base for gum—what you keep chewing on after
the sugar is exhausted. In 1946 Mexico nationalized the chicle
industry and shot the price up from pre-war 35c a pound and
1945 price of 75¢c a pound to $1.25 a pound. Then the gum mak-
ers turned to the chemists who come up with a substitute. The
Wall Street Journal describes it thus:

The synthetic bases include synthetic resins and synthetic rub-
ber. The leading resin is polyinyl-acetate, a cousin of vinylite which
goes into shower curtains and phonograph records. It's made of pet-
roleum gas and synthetic acetic acid. Another ingredient is micro-
crystalline wax, which is a type of parrafine wax derived from pet-
roleum and looks and feels like bees-wax.

So that is what you are chew as you masticate chewing
gum. We've seen cartoons of irate persons biting phongraph rec-
ords—if they had just kept on chewing they would have calm-
ed down. For Mr. Wrigley is quoted as saying this about chew-
ing gum:

There’s a lot of nervous iension today. People are worrying about
the draft. Russia and what’s going to happen in Palestine. The more
nervous people get the more gum they chew.

With ample supplies of petroleum and sugar the gum-chew-
ers lot should be a happy one. They do not know they are chew-
ing a close relative of the modern tire, though it tastes like it
after the working over. They can still do it, for a nickel—and
where else can you get such enduring satisfaction?

Weak Textile Market

The price of meat has gotten all the publicity, but prices
cotton goods deserve a little attention. They bas stepped off
escalator. In such cottons as unfinished prints are at
cents a yard compared with 38 cents formerly. Because of
ing demand some cotton mills have shut down or reduced
working hours. They do this rather than rediice the price of
finished product. That habit of manufacturers brings complain
that it interferes with the law of supply and demand. Actually
it usually is merely deferring the adjustment, or would if the

Shorter hours in production mean that less cotton is con-
sumed. This would bring cotton prices down were it not for gov-
ernment guarantees of 92% per cent parity for cotton. Despite
this prices are sensitive %o demand; and i g brief shutdown dos-
n't bring in orders manufacturers will start chiseling their prices.
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the odds seemed hardly better
than even that Greece could be
saved. Almost three-quarters of
the land area of Greece was dom-
inated by the guerrillas, backed
by the Russian satellite states and
commanded by communist Gen-
eral Markos Vafiades.

Within the last two weeks Mar-
kos has fled to Albania. His
mountain stronghold in the Gram-~
mos area has been cut off. A
great deal of immensely diffi-
cult mopping up remains to be
done. But one thing is clear.
Short of war between west and
east, there is not the slightest
chance that Greece will fall with-
in the soviet sphere of domina-
tion.

The Greek army has done the
fighting, using British and Amer-
fcan arms. But American Lieut.
Gen. James A. Van Fleet and his
300 American officers can take
a good deal of the credit for pull-
ing the Greek army out of the
lethargy and defeatism’into which
it had sunk since its magnificent
showing against Mussolini's le-
gions. Van Fleet is a former foot-
ball coach, and he has employed
much the same methods for in-
stilling the old team spirit in the
disspirited Greek soldiers as he
used in his football days.

Oddly enovgh, this peculiarly
American technique seems to have
worked wonders.

Formed War Strategy

The strategy was also largely
of Van Fleet’s conception. He
used a two-pronged attack along
the Albanian border to cut the
guerrillas off from their satellite
supply bases. It was Van Fleet's
assessment that his strategy must
foree the satellites either to join
the civil war overtly or to aban-
don Markos, and that the satel-
lites would choose the second

setrategy is now succeeding.

This success is the most im-
portant consequence of the Amer-
ican effort in Greece, but it is not
the only one. Last winter the Greek
government was in chaos and
the Greek economy was suffer-
ing from galloping inflation. More
than three years since the end of
the war, reconstruction of the
war-ravaged country had hardly
started. The American mission,
headed by Governor Dwight Gris-
wold, was still green at its strange
task and had hardly begun to
function.

Officials Reorganized

Already, the Greek government
has been quietly reorganized. As
a start, 8,000 of Greece's under-
paid and exceedingly purchasable
civil servants have beemn

government remarkable for its
corruption and inefficiency, has
been restaffed from top to bot-

is slowly being forced back on an
even keel. The Greek budget is
balanced. Currency in circulation
is being steadly reduced. The dis-
astrous inflation has been stopped
dead in its tracks.
While the civil war
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PROBATE COURT
Gabrielle Clark estate: Report of
sale of real property filed.

John K. Snyder estate: Order
appoints Paul J. Snyder as ad-
ministrator de bonis.

Margaret Alguire guardian-
ship: Final decree approves final
account and closes guardianship.

Mrs. C. E. Moffitt estate: Order
approves final account and distri-
bution.

James Michels guardianship:
Account of guardian filed.

Fred W. Rieck estate: Order
sets administrator’s bond at $100.

F. H. Taylor estate: Order ap-
points Eula Henderson as estate
administratrix. ,

Albert N. Moores estate: Order
sets September 21 as date for
hearing on final account.

MUNICIPAL COURT

George Boise McGee, 631 N. |
Winter st., failure to yield right|
of way to motor vehicle, fined
$7.50.

Harold L. Sawyer, Silverton. vi-
gl:ﬂlon of basic rule, posted $7.50

Rabert C. Rouse, Salem route 7,
violation of basic rule, fined $5.

Gordon V. Sutton, Eugene, void
driver's license, posted $5 ball.

Charles H. Lawrence, Salem
route B, violstion of basic rule,
posted $750 bail.

Lorene Boehmer, Salem route 4,
faflure to stop, posted $2.50 bail.

CIRCUIT COURT

Hazel Stiles, administratrix of
Richard Denis Stiles estate. vs
Harold and Floyd Duncan®' Suit
seeks $10,000 in damages for
Stiles’ death in auto - pedestrian
accident at State and Cottage
streets, Salem, June 28, 1948.

Erwin E. Batterman vs Henry
D. Palmer, Dick L. Orey and oth-
ers: Plaintiff files reply to Orey's
answer,

M. Baker vs Montgomery Ward
& Co., and Wavne Parker: De-
fendant Parker files motion seek-
ing to have court determine
whether plaintiff’s suit is attempt-
ing to proceed on theory of false
arrest or alleged malicious prose-

damage to plaintiff’s
accident September 18,

Jeanette Percival Jones: Divorce
decree granted to plaintiff give-
ing defendani custody of minor
child, $75 a month for child’s sup-
portt.lnd $10,000 property settle-
men
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liminary examination and bound
over to grand jury. Held in lieu
of $1,000 bail.

Dorothy Cartney, 225 Holly-
wood ave. charged with receiv-

ing, possessing and having stolen

property; preliminary examination
set for August 19. Held in lieu
of $1,000 bail

Thomas Edward Mcintee, Gates,
charged with larceny in a build-
ing; preliminary examination set
for August 26. Held in lieu of
of $1,000 bail

Clifton Baity, 650 Marion st
charged with non-support; pre-
set for Septem
ber 27. Posted $500 bail.

Ralph Garforth, Independence,
driving without operator's permit,
fined $10 and costs.

Juan Partible, Salem route 7,
failure to provide license;
pleaded guilty, fined $20 and
costs.

Steve Junior Ludington, Salem,
passing on a curve with insuffi-
cient vision, fined $5 and costs.

Pauline Helen Fox, 838 Breys
ave., parking on a highway, fined
$5 and costs.

Robert Dale Hawkins, 2750 S.
High st, driving without opera-
tor's permit, fined $1 and costs.

Merritt Richard Griffin, Port-
land, driving without headlights,
fined $5 and costs.

MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATIONS

Maurice Dorgan, jr., 20, logger,
Scotts Mills and Gloria Westberg,
21, domestic, Molalla,

Dale L. construction
worker, 545 Hood st., and Mabel
Smith, clerk, 1100 Oak st, both

of em. e
Stanley R. 20, pack-
ing house worker, and Elaine
Boldt, 19, cannery worker, both
of 475 S. 25th st, Salem. -
Silverton Justice Court
SILVERTON — Justice court
cases reported Wednesday by Alf
O. Nelson, judge, were Christo-

pher Herigstad, reckless driving
with liquor involved, fined $200
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The danger looms that every
thing now will be labeled “top se-
cret,” that underlings and over-
lings will be tight-lipped and the
fountains of information dried up.
Even the cocktail parties may be-
come sober so the columnists will
lose their sources of “important
stories now revealed for the first
time."”

It may be that information will
“go underground” and what we
get will be rumor, suspicion, mis-
information. Official Wuhi.n!tm
would be full of “flying discs.

* It is easy to overdo our secrecy.
A democratic government cannot
function with its officialdom be-
hind an iron curtain. We can bet-
ter risk the release of information
| o a punative enemy than deny it
to our own people. Truth has al-
ways been the handmalden of
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