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How About Our Own Spies? '
Dowdy Klizabeth Bentley is no Mata Harl or Mme. de Littke

)

or Magda Lupescu or Radiant Jade, but the current spy hunt|!

in Washingten will probably go down in the history of escpionage
as one of the all-time sensations.

One reason is that the United States is an infant when it
comes to the cloak and dagger trade. There were Tories in the
Revolutionary war and dissenters in the War of 1812 and the
Civil war had its Copperheads. World War I spy stories still
make good thrillers. But modern total espionage (for total war)
begins its history in 1932 when Hitler tock over in Germany and
in Washington will probably go down in history of espionage
counterespionage system and not even any proper laws agginst
spying.

America, not imperialistic and in no need of industrial spies,
simply had the domestic secret service and the FBI which takes
on spy cases only at the request of army and navy intelligence
—mainly just paper organizations at the time. Yet Russian
agents have been at work in this country since the Bolshevik
scare after World War 1 and the work of Nazi and Japanese
operatives preparatory to World War II is now generally known.
The United States did not wake up until 1936 when it was found
that Japamese “fishing” boats off Alaska were taking pictures

and soundings, and U. S. navy secrets were being sold to Japa- |

nese officials by an ex-yeoman. Between 1933 and 1938, 12 spies
working for Japan, Germany or Russia were caught and con-
victed.
Still, -the country was hardly aware of the extent of foreign
penetration, and many Americans, some unwittingly, aided the
fascists. In 1939 there were 800 anti-communists, anti-Catholics,
anti-Semetic, anti-negro and pro-Nazi organizations in the coun-
try, all loocsely held together by Fritz Kuhn's Bund. One of them
was the Ulira-American group in Portland, Oregon. Father
Coughlin, William Dudley Pelley and “Reverend” Gerald Winrod
were the outstanding collaborators. Their dupes were often iso-
Jationists. Even Oregon’s Senator Rufus Holman inserted in
March, 1941, in the Congressional Record the entire text of a
document defending Hitler's system and read a speech in con-
gress written by Nazi “ghosts.”™

Britain and France, who take spying for granted, were
caught off guard by World War II in Latin America and .the
Nazi espionage machine, cooperating with Spanish Falangists,
was ready to roll in Mexico City. The first American blow
Against the Nazi system here was the June, 1941, closing of all
24 German consulates and information centers, The first major
defeat of the German spy system was the trap arranged by the
British secret service into which Rudolph Hess flew, thinking
that he was to direct an uprising from Scotland.

In 1941 the first American foreign espionage and sabotage
system was organized as the Office of Strategic Services. Accord-
ing to Stewart Alsop, ex-OSS parachutist, some of the American
amateurs were ‘“constantly tripping on the cloaks and sticking
themseives with their daggers,” but soon an efficient and im-
mensely useful organization for spying and aid to resistance
groups in occupied countries was built.

Partly because the FBI and the army’s G-2 intelligence
eorps did not want peacetime competition, OSS went out of
existence October, 1945. Its research and analysis branch was
absorbed by the state department and the army got the cloak
and dagger unit.

Now, after Canada’s experience with spies and our own
Red scare, it appears that getting rid of OSS was a mistake.
The FBI is not an international network and G-2 activities are
also limited. Although OSS, in four actiob-packed years, could
not develop the smooth machinery the British intelligence is
renowned for, it did, at least, build a foundation and provide
excellent training for personnel. No matter how distasteful
intrigue and espionage may be to traditionally above-board
Americans, it would be naive to assume that information-gath-
ering on our side is not necessary. Certainly it seems that a small,
well-integrated civilian intelligence group on an international
scale would do better in the espionage and counterspying field
than any amateur congressional investigating committee with one
eye on elections.

Battle of the Budget

“Deficit financing” says President Truman.

“ "Tain't 30,"*!!**!!” say Republican Senators Millikin and
Bridges.

And the Battle of the Budget is on.

Usually a budget battle relates primarily to the bulge in
expenditures, a sort of Battle of the Bulge. This time the battle
is over the GOP tax cut of $4,500,000,000. President Truman points
his finger at that and says it will be to blame, if as he expects a
deficit of $1,500,000,000 shows up June 30 next.

As far as appropriations go, the congress chopped off about
three billion from the president's requests. But Mr. Truman
says large deficiencies will have to be met with supplementary
sppropriations.

The debate can go on and on. Certainly no dollars-and-sense
answer can be had before the election.

It seems quite obvious that the Truman attack on the
balance sheet drawn up by congress is part of his campaign
against the 80th congress. So his charges need to be given an
appropriate discount for campaign oratory. _

This newspaper doubts if any deficit of as much as a billion
dollars shows up next June 30. The year is proving a prosperous
one which gives assurance of heavy tax collections next year

house. Fortunately,
helped the redoubtable chairman
of the house appropriations com-

mittee in a difficult primary.
Dewey called Taber and pleaded
with him for a genmerous compro-
mise, basing his appeal on old
friendship and political expedi-
ency. And these arguments won
Taber's consent to the appropria-
tion bill that was finally passed.

Intervenes on 2 Issues

This was, of course, at the con-
clusion of the regular session.
Prior to the special session, Dewey
rejected a by Sen. Rob-
ert AL Taft that he intervene with
the house leadership against the
real estate lobby, and in favor of
the full Taft - Ellender - Wagner
housing bill. He then decided to
intervene on two other issues—
the $85 million loan for construc-
tion of the United Nations head-

session.

republicans in congress.
Pleas Unavailing

Dewey himself only called Rev-
smcomb after the senate leader-

Taft's crony, Rep. Brazilla Car-
the able
for Ten-
nessee senatorship with the aid of
the Neanderthal Boss Ed Crump.

These incidents do not estab-
lish a patiern, but they do sug-

gest a problem. The lem is
simply, who is to be boss, Dewey
or the congress?

Tough Problem Faced

Sen. Wallace White as senate maj-
ority leader. The chief candidates

replace White are Sen. Kenneth
Wherry of Nebraska, who has been
actively canvassing for support,
and Senator Taft, the real work-
senate
far been
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“y got & from a Tecipe column, dear! . . . It's called: “Puesdays

| The Safety Valve

Says Stassea and Morss
Crew

up-
per house. Since he and Stassen

are taking orders that leaves fhe
GOP still where it was 16 years
ago, an old-guard-controlled party
like the one which Roosevelt

for them to put out. Up until he
came into Oregon and told the
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Body of Ex-Salem
Man Returned for
Service at Pasco

The body of Joseph Kelly Mat-
teson, former Salem man killed in
Levte Oct. 23, 1044,
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