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AnEpoch Now 100 Years Old:
Oregon Becomes
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JOSEPH LANE
First Territorial Governor

These three men figured heavily in the establishing of Oregon as an integral part of the Uniled Stales

a century age. The area became
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From the diary of Pres. James

Polk:

KWednendny. 12th July, 1848—I
learn that after much discussion
today, the senate agreed to a res-
olution referring the Oregon bill
mﬁm of territorial gov-
ernment in California and New
Mexico to a select commiitee of
eight members . . The object
was to see if a proposition of com-
promise upon the subject of sla-
very in these territories could be
agreed upon.

Friday, 28th July, 1848 - 1learn-
ed in the afternoon that the house
of representatives had, by a ma-
jority of 15 votes, laid on the ta-
ble the bill, passed by the senate

California and New Mexico. Ire-
gard this vote of the house as
most unfortunate
pult of leaving the slavery gues-
tion sn open one, to be agitated
by ambitious political aspirants
and gamblers and their friends,
will be to produce an organization
of parties upon geographical lines,
which must prove dangerous to

the harmony if not the existence |

of the Union itself . . .

Monday, 8th August, 1848 - The
cabinet met at the usugl hour . ..
1 informed them that from pres-
ent appearances in congress no
bills would be passed establishing
territorial governments in New
Mexico and

(Continued on Editorial Page)

Woodburn Stores
To Close for Burial

Of War Veteran

WOODBURN, Aug. 12 — Al
Woodburn stores and business
houses will be closed Friday from
2 to 2:30 p.m. during the funeral

of Pfc

months ago agreed to close up
during the funerals of Woodburn,
service men killed overseas and
whose bodies were returned here
for burial.

Burial will be in Belle Passi cem-
etery following services at Ringo
chapel at 2 pm.

Animal Crackers
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‘in relstion to the | Texas and Oregon to which, Polk said, the United States had “clear

!sharply than the territorial issue alone. When the legislators were
on yesterday morning, to compro- | considering the Oregon question a century ago, the issue of equality |
mise the slavery question as it re- | for the negro-—as now—was hotter than Washington in August. It
lates to the organization of terri-| brought on the filibuster by southern senators against the Oregon
torial governments in Oregon, | bill—one of the south’s first moves in the direction of secession.

The re-| Thomas H. Benton of Missouri and Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois.

1 way betwéen Oregon and the States.
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J. QUINN THORNTON
Oregon Supreme Court

Today’s Centennial

Recalls Long Fight

(Editor's mote: A century ago today comngress passed the bill that
made Oregom a territory of the Unmited States. It was an occasion for
great celebration by the settlers in the Willamette valley. And tomorrew
the 100th anmniversary of the date Presidemt Polk affixed his signature
to the bill will be observed with special ceremonies at Oregon City, the
territorial capital, and elsewhere. August 13 and 14 mark the climax of
this, Oregon’'s centennial year.)

By Marguerite Wittwer Wright
Staff Writer, The Statesman
Sometimes presidential campaign promises come true: Oregon
became a territory of the United States a hundred years ago today
partly because a hangdful of settlers in the Willamette wvalley took
seriously the political oratory of Candidate James Polk.
The deémocratic platform in 1844 championed the acquisition of

and unquestionable title.” “Fifty-four Forty or Fight” was the chal-
lenging slo that helped Polk into office but, while the United States
completed ° Texas annexation at the cost of war with Mexico,
Oregon was temporarily forgotten.

Some histgrians fay Oregon was .included in the democratic plank
mainly as & sop fo northern abolitionists who figured Texas would be
a slave state and who wanted to add a free area to keep the balance.
Then, after the election, politicians deemed it convenient to neglect
the western country because the slavery issue was getting warm.

Slavery Question Hampers Oregon Decision

It was, in fact, the slavery question that divided congress more

Able congressmen like Jefferson Davis and Andrew P. Butler
were bitterly 'opposed to their pro-Oregon colleagues, especially

There was even falk of dueling but the confident Oregon faction was |
content to doze in eloakrooms while Gen. Henry Foote of Missouri
talked from Saturday morning, Aug. 12, 1848, until 8 a.m. the next
day, when the south yielded to a vote and Oregon became a territory.

The president signed the bill August 14, 1848.

Actually, the little communities in the Willamette valley were
rather well off in 1847 when they began to agitate for territorial
status. The provisional government was satisfactory; it met the
pressing need .for laws and political organization and Gov. George
Abernethy, though unpopular among some cliques, was an able
administrator.

Senate Inaction Causes Disappointment

The treaz with England resolving the boundary dispute had
been signed the year before and there was no longer fear of war
with the Britigh, California was secured and buying Oregon produce.
Crops were abundant and the health of the'colony was excellent.
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The Oregon Stcteaman, Sclem, Oregon, Friday. August 13, 1948

West Repels
Red Invasions
Of Berlin Zone

MOSCOW, Aug. 12.-(#)-United
States, British and French diplo-
mats talked today with Soviet
Foreign Minister V., M. Molotov in
the fifth of a series of Kremlin
conferences on the Berlin crisis
and other east-west differences.

The session lasted for two hours
and forty-five minutes. When it
was over, U. S. Ambassador Wal-
ter Bedell Smith said: “We are
still without any econclusions.”

Upon leaving the fortress-like
seat of the soviet government,
Smith, British special envoy Frank
Roberts and French Ambassador
Yves Chataigneau went to the
American embassy to discuss the
communications they will send to
their home capitals.

Neo Sign of End

There is no sign that the nego-
tiations with the Russians are
nearing an end. Asked by a news-
man if there would be more con-
ferences, Smith replied: *“We
never know that, but I do think
so.”

BERLIN, Aug 12.-(#)-United
States and British military police
turned back two Russian invasions
of western-occupied sectors of
Berlin today without resorting to
violence.

The incidents added to the ten-
sion existing in this soviet-block-
a_ed city.

In both the Berlin boundary in-
Russian - controlled
forces claimed they crossed the
lines in pursuit of black market
operators.

‘Harassing Tacties’

Charles C. Bond, assistant chief
of the American military govern-
ment's public safety branch, said
he suspected the border fora
were “just ha tactics.” He
said it also was likely the Russians
were looking for deserters from
the soviet army.

The incident which brought in-
teggention from U. S™military po-
lice occurred in the American-oc-
cupied borough of Kreuzberg. Ac-
cording to American officials 30
Russian military police and 30
soviet-controlled German police

| crossed the boundary to round up

Germans living in the American
sector and search houses. The
American police forced them
back across the line.

Climbers Seek
To Add 24 Feet

To Mt. Rainier

SEATTLE, Aug. 12 -(#- Four
Seattle mountain - stretchers are
scheduled to leave town today
to make Mount Rainier 24 feet
taller. .

“Make our mountain the- sec-
ond highest in the country or
bust,” they said as made
for the country’s fourth highest

But the 10,000 to 12,000 setftlers were not content. Earlier, in|peak

1847, the house of representatives passed a bill creating the Oregon
territory but the senate failed to act. Oregon heard the unwelcome
news from the immigration trains that fall and the pettlers’ dis-
appointment was keen. o _

That wasn't all that alled them, however. They were worried
about the 1 condition of land titles and the disposition of the
Indians. The agent congress had appointed turned out to be
worse than none and the two official postmasters, one at Astoria and
one at Oregon City, were not adequate. Specifically, the settlers
wanted recognition of the provisional government's legislative and
judicial acts, grants of land for settlers and schools, a mail service,
a pilot boat and buoys in the Columbia, a naval station and a high-

Settlers Object to Secret Appointment

So, while: other groups were talking of sending memorials to
Washington, Governor Abernethy, on the advice of a few prominent
settlers and the Methodist mission (and with their financial backing),
dispatched Supreme Judge J. Quinn Thornton of Salem as an un-
official envoy to Washington .The judge left secretly in October, just
before the Whitman massacre, travelling to the nation's capital by sea,
and arrived there in May, 1848,

Meanwhile, many settlers disapproved the method whereby Aber-
#ethy had appointed Thornton, whom some ponsidered a sissy because
of the fuss he had made about hardships on the Applegate trail,

;

After California’s Mount Whit-
ney (14,495 feet) and two Colo-
rado peaks, Rainier at 14,408 feet
comes first. Colorado’s Mount
Elbert stands 14431 feet and

418.

Chiropractor C. A. Mittun
plans to correct this humiliation
speedily, however. He will lead

thought their representative should have been elected, But when |bert needs some rocks on its
jolly Joseph Meek, one of their own kind, left the Willamette valley | head, too
In Tighting Infigne, (he Good wishes of the peonie rode with b Citv
ni people
The effect of these two men on Capitol Hill was electric. Thornton, Ol'egon ty Opem
dignified, self-respecting, scholarly, sincere and utterly devoid of Activities -

humor, wiis most successful ‘working behind the scenes.

Meek Oregon’s Most Effective Lobbyist
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. Washington “dirty, ragged lousy”™

of it. A distant relative of the president, Meek was
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reeches. Meek

Mount Massive looms up at 14.-|figh
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, August 16, at the
kel Bollman ®hapel in Dallas.
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Ambush Near
Dallas Fatal
To Fred Baley

DALLAS, Ore., Aug. 12-(Spe-
cial to The Statesman)- A fam-
ily feud over a forthcoming mar-
riage led to gun-fire, viclent
death and a murder charge to-
day.

Dead was Fred Baley, 49, route
2, box 300A, Dallas.

Injured and in the hespital
charged with Baley's slaying was
Amos Sooter, 40, route 2, box
222% Dallas.

As reconstructed in reports of
Deputy Sheriff Tony Neufeldt,
the eventis appeared to be these:

Baley and his wife, lda, were
veritably ambushed between 7
and 7:15 this morning as they
drove their 1935 Chevrolet pick-
up toward Dallas on the East
Pioneer loop road about four
miles northwest of the city off
the Ellendale highway.

Ten slugs from a 12-guage
eight of them in a moon-shaped
pattern just back of Baley's
head. The pickup overturned as
Baley slumped, fatally Injured.
Mrs. Baley escaped with cuts and
bruises, and went for aid to the
nearby home of Lawrence Rock-
ford.

Able to Drive Car
Meanwhile, Baley's
turned the
but while suffering from head
and scalp wounds as a result he
still was asble to drive a 1936
Chevrolet flatbed truck from
nearby bushes, and

killer had

shotgun tore into the pickup,|;

shotgun on himself, |

concealing
proceeded to Dallas. The killer,
according to Investigators, was|
Sooter, who was found iIn front
of Sheriff T. B. Hooker's office
by Miss Delores Smith, a ,deputy[
tax collector, and G. F. McBes,

fore 7:30 am.
Sooter was covered with blood
from head wounds. He was quot-
ed as telling Miss Smith that
he had just shot a man and)|
wanted to see the sheriff. Miss
Smith then summoned Deputy
Neufeldt, who asked her to call
an ambulance for Sooter and then
went to the scene of the tragedy
after receiving a call from Sher-
iff Hooker regarding It
Followed Quarrels
The shooting followed about 10
days of violent quarreling be-
tween Sooter and his wife and
the Baleys over the forthcoming
marriage of John Allen Sooter,
19, to Mary Louise Day, 18, fos-
ter daughter of the in-
vestigators said. Sooter jected
to the marriage, which was to
have taken place today, accord-
ing to sheriff's reports.
Divorce papers filed Wednes-
day by Mrs. Sooter charged that
Sooter had beaten her about the
head with a rifle about 10 days
ago. At that time she and her
four sons went to live with the
Baleys. A week ago, Baley drove
Mrs. Sooter to the Sooter Mbame
a

Dallas T ery, was born
3, 1899, tt‘nr?oﬂh Platte, Neb., the
gson.of William and Cora Baley.

Slaying, Suicide Attempt

Injured Man Goes to Sheriff
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Ames Sooter, 40, Dallas route 2, box 22214 Is pictured in Dallas city
hospital with Polk County Sheriff T. B. Hooker (right) whe filed a
first degree murder charge against Scoter following fatal sholgun

shooting of Fred Baley, Dallas route 2,
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ov Asks Samarin ‘Freed’

Family Feud Climaxed by
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