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THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY
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Member of the Associated Press
The Amsociated Press is entitied oxciusively to the wse for republi-
cation ¢f all -the local news printed in this newspaper, &s well as all
AP news dispsiches.

Pacifie States’ Growth

The astonishing thing in the report of the census bureau
giving :population estimates for 1947 is Californja’s 9,812,000
population. All knew the state was growing, but that near-ten
million Sigure puts it ahead of Ohio and Illingis and less than a
million behind Pennsylvania. New York still leads with over
14,000,000,

Oregon in percentage gain ran a close second to California,
with 41.8 per cent increase over 1940 against California’s 42.1.
Washington had a gain of 35.8 per cent to bring its population
to 2,357;900. Oregon had 1,545,000. This brings the total for the
Pacific states to 13,714,000. Still ahead of it are the middle
Atlantic group of states, the north central, the south Atlantic,
and the west south central.

The -gain in the west is due to more births than deaths and
to migration from other states. In general the high plains states

Jost populstion: Nebraska, North and South Dakota and Mon- | &8
tana. Also losers were Arkansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, Okla- |}

homa and West Virginia. .The trend clearly continues to be
from ‘the rural states to the industrial states.

The figures confirm what we already know as to local
growth {though the postoffice estimate of over 50,000 for Salem

still seems high.) We know too what this growth means in |

the way of new homes and businesses: the evidences are in plain
sight. What has happened is that the westward migration which
was pretty well stopped by the first world war has got under

way again with greater volume, as though to catch up for the |body

delayed movement of the past gquarter century.

One may ask: What will all these people do? From ap-
pearancethey seem to be doing very well by themselves. Actually
they are doing what their forerunners did from 1842 onward:
settling in the region and finding occupation. Many are bringing
‘a nest-egg of capital with them. They are buying homes, farms,
tracts. Phey are setting up or buying out businesses. They are
finding employment. Growth nourishes growth.

With this enlarged population which gives every promise of
further .imcrease the west will steadily emerge from a colonial
status. Lack of market was always the complaint of the manu-
facturer who was urged to locate in the west. The ratio of popu-
lation to area is still low in the west; but a population of 133§
million people with gelatively high incomes is a sizeable market
in itself. It puts a diminuendo on the old complaint of lack of
market.

There will be a growing self-sufficiency in the west, not

“only as to goods but as to services and brains and institutions.

We'll still ship in quantities of manufactures; but we'll be ship-
ping out more all the time. And there will be less dependence
on eastern universities and medical centers and money markets.
The west will supply a larger proportion of its cultural as well
as economic needs. There is no ground for early fear however
that it will become provincial.

Already the west has feit growing pains — in schools,
housing, transportation, power. But it is moving to expand its
facilities to care for the newcomers and those who are destined
to follow. We must synchronize gur plant expansion to keep up
with this growth. But that does not mean we should telescope
in a few years work that safely may be spread over a longer
term. And yielding to the temptation to overbuild will bring
disaster in the future as it always has in the past.

Quo Video

Living in Oregon in 1948, A. T. (After Television), is like
living here a hundred years ago (before railroads). Then the
settlers were isolated from civilization and talked wistfully about
the iron tracks. Now the natives talk as hopefully about video.

This marvelous new toy is suitable alike for children (story
hours and “Small Fry Club”) and adults (sports: wrestling,
boxing, baseball, political conventions; culture: concerts, operas,
the theatre entertainment: vaudeville with different colored face-
paint). By January 1, 1949, A. T., there will be 85 television
stations in 42 cities in 28 states sending pictures to 910,000
vido sets watched by 66,868,100 enchanted people and some
bored dogs.

The cheapest television receiving set costs $104 plus installa-
tion and repair charges but Mr. Jones, the fellow you have
to keep up with, usually has the $2,500 variety. Gold-plating is
extra, we suppose. Television, unlike bounicy AM radio waves,
travels a straight line, believing that to be the shortest distance
between two points. Mr. Einstein knows better, but then, he
probably lives on a curve and doesn’t have $2,500.

The average station can send pictures for 60 miles, but not
over hill and" dale. That requires airplanes which pick up a
program and shower it down on an area 525 miles in di-
ameter. They say eight Stratovision planes could provide a
coast-to-coast network — something to imipress the fellow still
awed when he gets a Portland station clearly on his crystal
set. Anyway, the nationwide network won't be here until
1855, at least, .

All sour grapes aside, it must be pointed out that video
doesn’t tome in color yet — just plain black and white like news-
papers. Furthermore, television has “ghosts” and “bobbles”
and other accidental devices to produce eye-strain. In addition,
once you get a television set, the whole neighborhood beats
& path to your living room and sprinkies ashes on the rug and
keeps the kids awake,

Besides, Irving Kolodin in the Saturday Review of Litera-
ture said, “Television today is a fascinating study for anyone
with the kind of curiosity that includes, say, reading the Con-
gressional Record from cover to cover. It combines the same
. ise of better things with a rather hopeless kind of dis-
content for what exists at the moment.”

Whatever its faults, television is progress, they say, and
we feel its hot breath on our mecks already. In a few months
Oregon, too, will be bathed in the flickering light of the video
screen. But while we may, let's get our kicks out of
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Cormick
Illinois’ Sen. C. Wayland (Curly)
Brooks, one of the colonel’'s most

obedient creatures. The survey
paints a dark picture of the
Brooks political future. Paul

Douglas, Brooks' democratic op-
ponent, is popular and an effec-
tive campaigner. But the real rea-
son why Brooks is in trouble is
believed to be a growing weari-
ness in Illinois with the pastures,
the policies and the politicians of
the seif-assured colonel.

Ball No Zig-Zagger

Sen. Joseph Ball of Minnesota
is in like case. Ball also h:)u:
strong opponent in Minnea
Mayor Hubert Humphrey. But
Ball's major weakness is the fact
that he has consistently =zigged
when he should have zagged. He
zigged when he supported Frank
lin Roose?elt in 1944, thus alienat-
ing every regular republican in
his home state. Having built up
a reputation as a liberal, he then
, making ome of
the most reactionary records in
the senate. He has thus shaken off
both liberal and conservative sup-
port, as a dog shakes water off
its back. And both the republican
survey and local polls show that
he is in bad political trouble.

The Brooks and Ball cases are
of course complicated by the Wal-
lace third party. The egregious
Elmer Benson has been propelled
forward to run against Humphrey,
and Douglas will also have Wal-
lace opposition, although both
men have virtually spotless lib-
eral records. However, it is inter-
esting that the strategists in the
camp of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey,
who are far frém political nin-
compoops, are inclined largely to
discount the Wallace vote in the
coming campaign, except in a few
local situations.

Other Shaky Senators

Other shaky republicans are
Sen. Chapman Revercomb of West
Virginia, Sen. Edward V. Robert-
son of Wyoming and Rep. Ross
Rizley of Oklahoma, who is bid-
ding for a senate seat. The pom-
pous Revercomb is opposed by
former Sen. Matthew Mansfield
an oratorical left-wing
defending Hop-
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For Progressive

(Story also

and Charles M. Fantz of Silverton
county representative in the state

is a resident of the
gressional district (Brightwood
but filed for congress from the
third district.

Presidential electors, besides
Church, who are pledged to sup-
port Henry A. Wallace for presi-
dent and Glen Taylor for vice
president, are Nick Chaivoe, James
S. Fantzz, Thomas G. Moore,
Vaughn S. Albertson and Nels Pe-
terson, all of Portland.

James R. Canon, Portland dem-
ocrat, was endorsed for state sen-
ator, 13th district, Multnomah
county.

Nominees for state representa-
tive, 5th district, Multnofnah coun-
ty, includes Estus H. Curry, Dor-
othy V. Paul Lehmann,
Thomas G. Moore and Francis J.
Murnane, all of Portland. Endorse-
ments for state representatives
from the 5th district are Robert
W. Canon, Michael Loring and Ho-
mer L. Owen, Portland, all demo-
cratic nominees.

Another state representative
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Church, Woleott, Fantz Backed

Salem area men backed by the
include A. M. Church of Salem, for presidential elector
Wolcott of Yamhill county for first district representative

Those| Fljers Entertained

Party Ballot

on page 1)

new progressive party in Oregon
Theodore
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Four Salem Police

By Reno Officials

Four members of the Salap:
police aerial patrol ] :

Salem from Reno, Nev., ihe
week end, after a good
will trip to the Nevada
city, where they were greeted by
the mayor, city manager and
chief of

The four Salemm officers,

ard Skinner, Joseph
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Body Returned
Here for Rites
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