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“No Favor Sways Us, No Fear Shall Awe”
From Firsi Statesman, March 18, 1851
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The Associated Press is eniitled exciusively to the wse for republi-
catien of all the local news printed in this newspaper, as well as all
—_ AP pews dispaiches. ¥ . .
.Steel and the Future of Industry

New price lists on steel distributed in this territory show
increases of 60c to $1.00 per hundred, due to the abolishing of
the basing point price system. This was recently announced by
the steel companies following a supreme court decision in a
cement company case. To illustrate:The former Portland whole-
sale price on steel plate was $5.70 per hundred. Now it is $6.30.
That is an increase of nearly 11 per-.cent. Previously this much
~freight was absorbed by the steel mill.

This increase doesn't take into account the mill price in-
crease of around 50c a hundred announced by U. S. Steel last
week, as offset to higher coal and labor charges. Between the
two, consumers of steel and steel products in this region will
really be pinched. Since steel is basic to modern jndustry—
" fabrication, construction, transportation—its pricing has a most
important effect on the whole economy.

The real sad news, however, is that the outlook for the
future is for still higher prices for steel, even if there is no change
in wage or freight charges, due to the reduction in our supplies
of cheap iron ore. The yawning red throats of the blast furnaces
already have used up 80 per cent of the rich ores of the Mesabi
range in northern Minoesota. In another 15 years those ores will
be used up if the present rate of steel production is maintained
and we continue to rely on the Mesabi for 80 per cent of our
requirements. Some companies are turning to the old iron mining
region of the Adirondacks in northern New York where the ore
is rich but has to be mined from deep tunnels—not by open pit
mining as on the Mesabi.

Even if other domestic sources were known, it is quite
improbable that the ores could be handled as economically as
those of northern Minnesota. Those who have visited Duluth
and the mining region have seen the biggest scale mining opera-
tion in the world. Giant shovels, after stripping the overburden,
fill the ore cars which move downgrade in long trains to the
ore docks at Duluth. There the ore is discharged into the great
whaleboat ore carriers of the Great Lakes for transport to steel
mills at Gary, Ind., Cleveland and other points along the lakes
or for the short rail haul to Pittsburgh or Youngstown. The
abundant coals of the Appalachian range permit the cheap con-

version of iron ore into pigs and then into Steel. The major part |

'y
SEEIIS

papers, is expected to present a
British viewpeint. Insofar as there
is a debatable thesis it will prob-
ably be over the question of whe-
ther we should move at once to-
ward world federation or stick
with fhe looser UN type of organ-
ization.

The meeting is held under the
auspices of the Eugene Council on
World Affairs which has been do-
ing some real study of the problem
of world relations.

Once again, as with the famous
Dewey-Stassen debate last May in
Portland, the nation’s ears will be
attuned to Oregon. The discussion
Monday night will be held in Mc-
Arthur court. If you can't attend,
plan to listen on KEX - Tuesday
night at 8:30.

New Group to
Boost Army

Service Role

A civilian military manpower
committee, designed to boost en-
listments in the regular U. 8.
army, will hold an organizational

Purpose of the group is to aid

of America’'s heavy industry is built in this industrial block{amy and air force recruiters and

between fhe Alleghenies and the Mississippi; and the Great Lakes
and the Ohio River. The consumption of the ores on which the
steel mills depend may work a real revolution in American
industry

Seeing the day when the Mesabi no longer can furnish the
ore needed. some iron mining companies are investigating tacon-
ite, arf iron-bearing rock of which there are large quantities
in northern Minnesgta. Th> ores preserrtly mined are derived
from taconite whose silicon was leached out through long geo-
logical periods. To ge! iron ore out of taconite it is necessary
to grind the rock to a fine powder and then separate the ore
by the magnetic or flotation process. Just this month a pilot
plant bhegan operating in Aurora, Minn, to test these processes
for reducing taconite to iron ore. If it is successful, mining com-
panies will have to invest hundreds of millions of dollars in
the immediate region to do what nature did for them when it
laid out the iron ranges of northern Minnesota. According to
“Business Week,” tremendous quantities of water (obtainable
from Lake Superior) will be needed and great amounts of power
which are not now in sight.

Still other sources for iron ore are referred to in an article
by Marvin Barloon in Harper's magazine for last August. He
mentions that Bethlehem Steel now gets ore for its Maryland
plant from Chile and Venezuela. Then he adds:

“The only known ores of high quality and great abundance
are those of Labrador and Itabira., Brazil. These are both difficult
of access. But the standards of good ore location will become less
exacling as the Messabi range plays out.” ' ’

Barloon reasons that reliance on these sources will bring
the steel mills to the seaboard, with the Chesapeake and Mobilé
bay regions pu-i’erreg, If congress does not legalize the basing

‘@point system there may be wider dispersal of steel manufacturing.

The United States and all the world are -hungry for steel.
Rearmament is taking more steel—and getting it from indus-
trial users. The substitutes—aluminum, plastics—do not seem
to relieve the demand. The ptesent boom will come to an end,
but such is the world need for steel that there is slim chance
for any collapse in operations of steel mills. All the factors
seem to point to higher costs for steel over the longer term. And
the major factor is the exhaustion of our rich patrimony in the
Mesabi. .

Luxuries on the Farm

Before the war the city folks used to kind of make fun
of the farmer, in a good natured way. They thought his outdoor
plumbing, underground water-cooled vegetable bins and high-
topped Model T were quaint. And they didn’'t think much about
their share of the blame for his low standard of living.

Today the tables are definitely turned. High food prices
that are raising hob with urbanite budgets are just what the
farmer needed to bring his living standards up to that of-his
apariment-housed customers.

It is not uncommon today to see a flashy 1949 model sedan
pulling a two-wheel trailer loaded with milk cans. That's be-
cause the farmer only has to sell four head of cattle to buy that
smart roadster. In 1940 the same car cost 14 units of beef on
the hoof. Before the war, a farmer had to sell a ten-acre crop
of corn to buy a radio-phonograph; this year he can get a nice
console model for four acres, according fo an NEA newschart.
> The farmer’s wife used to do her laundry in tubs on the
back porch; it would have cost her husband 11 acres of wheat
to buy a washing machine. Today she can help him harvest
the caneberries while her new automatic washer does the over-
alls—it cost a five-acre crop. And five hogs will net the price
of a fine big refrigerator—theé same glorified icebox that cost
the price of 20 fat porkers in 1940.

Three of the five public land offices being eliminated by
the department of the interior are in Oregon: Roseburg, The
Dalles, Lakeview. The Portland office will serve the whole state.
The offices long ago outlived their usefulness as the public lands
were disposed of or withdrawn from entry. The offices afforded
political plums for dispersal to the minor political chieftains.
That was why they were continued long after the homesteading
day had virtually ended.

Another straw revealing wind direction in Europe is the
statement of the secretary-general of Italy’s socialist party that
the Popular Front alliance of and communists no long-
er exists. Losing their socialist will weaken the commu-
nist party. As for the socialists, in nearly all countries they seem
to have fallen between two stools—the right and the left.
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A grain desler at Mt. Vernon, Wash., advertises: “Grain
Prices ' Are Dropping; You Can Depend on Us to Follow the
Market.” The smart dealer is one who moves ahead of the market.
*®  Cowboys and cowgirls are coming to Corvallis, says the G-T:
but to stage a stampede, not attend a cow college.

cooperating organizations to pub-
licize the role of the peacetime
army and air force.

Seven local groups to be repre-
sented are American Legion posts

!9, 149 and 136, Elks, Eagles, Ki-

!wanis and Salem Lions club,
Junior Chamber of Commerce
and a faculty member of Salem
high school. .
Citizens named to the commit-
tee include Mayor Robert EIf-
strom, chairman, Robert R.
Boardman, Mrs. James W. Mott,
H. - C. Saalfeld, W. H. Baillie,
Marion County Judge Grant Mur-
phy, Coll. Eugene Foster and Rex

meeting Wednesday night at the §
chamber of commerce at 8 o’clock. |.

GRIN AND BEAR IT

'By Lichty
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“The campalgn has hit a snag, Senator . .
pointing with pride to¢ YOUR record . . .

. your opponent is now

Oregon’'s highway construction
program for each of the fiscal
yeéars 1950 and 1951 will involve
spproximately $13.320,000, based
on federal aid funds appropriated

by the last congress and state
matching contributi State
Highway Engineer R. H. Baldock

ways there will be available for
each of the two years $5,600,000
of which $3,330,000 involves fed-
eral funds and $12,270,000 state
matching funds. Allocated for fed-
eral aid secondary highways is
$2,275,000 of federal funds and
$1,525,000 of state matching mon-

ey. The total for federal urban
highways is $1,200,000, of which |
the federal government has pro-
vided $720,000
$480,000.

Forest highway federal
aggregate $2,720,000.

Of the total funds for each year
the federal
$0.045,000 and the state $4275,-
000.

These amounts of federal mon-'
ey, Baldock said, represent Ore-
gon’s share in the total federal
authorizations of $450,000,000 per
year for federal aid highways and
$20,000,000 per year for {orest

funds

and the state_

governmenti provides I

$13,320,000 Appropriated for -
1950-51 State Highway Budget

highways. Baldock said moneys
for federal aid primary highways
are apportioned among the states
one-third in proportion to total
population, one-third based on
area and onme-third in proportion
to post road mileage.

Funds for federal secondary
highways are based one-third in
proportion to rural population,
one-third area and one-third on
road mileage. Urban area appro-
priations are apportioned among
the states in proportion to popu-
lation residing in the cities hav-
ing populations greater than 5-
000. Forest highway moneys, Bal-
dock said, are apportioned among
the states according to the area
and value of national forest land
owned by the federal government.

Fegieral funds for the first two
years covered in the authoriza-
tions will be available to the states
contracting by January 1,
Funds for the second year should
be av ble for contracting early
inJ ry, 1950,

Work on which the three clas-

ses of federal aid funds are to be |

used will be contracted and super-
vised by the state highway com-
iS8i under forest

The
Safety Valve

MADISON L. JONES,

A century of plain living and
high thinking! A noble man who
leaves his mark on his generation
and on hundreds of generations
to follow! Reverently,

Florence Matthes,
Salem, Ore.

The Ivan Martins of Salem, Mass.
To the Editor:

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Martin and
their sons, Ivan, jr. and Stearns,
of Salem, Mass.,, who were guests
of Cherryland for a day, are now
in Alaska continuing an extend-
ed wvacation. They will return to
their home in the east by way of
Banff and the Canadian Pacific.

Mr. Martin in bringing to Sa-
lem greetings and the good will
of his home city was admirably
qualified as such representative.
He is an official and substan-
tially interested in a departrnen}
chain store operating in severa
New England states; a baard
member of the Salem, Mass,
Chamber of Commerce; a Rotar-
ian, and interested in many civic
enterprises. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Martin are college graduates,
Mrs. Martin having been a teach-
er of speech. The courtesy and
entertainment given our guests
by Mayor Elfstrom. Sidney Stev-
ens, Clay Cochran, the Cherrians,
police escort and many other
citizens were. deeply appreciated.

From the time the Martin fam-

moment. After Mr.
spoken briefly over the radio in
the afternoon, he and his family
enjoyed a sight-seeing trip in-
cluding Silver Creek falls. They
had never seen a hop field, nor
a prune tree. They were amazed
at the extent and Bize of our
timber and our mountains and

on a precipice above the falls
locking out over the view
of virgin landscape breathed
deeply of the refreshing sir and
said to me, “Such an experience
as this makes one feel glad that
he is an American — one can not
fully realize the uty, the big-
ness and  freedom of our Amer-
jca and the happiness that is ours
to enjoy until he has éxperienced
:ﬁ'mx -’
While our

trip
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o be with us,
R
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CIRCUIT COURT
Norma Jean Jones, by Clyde J. Jones,
rdian, vi. George James Mann and
ry L. Mann: Order allows judgment
for plaintiff for #1800 on compromise
settlement in asuto-bicycle accident
Aug. 30, 1M

PROBATE COURT
John T. Jones estate: Order appoints

Hanmhy as appraisers.
Erma L. Farrell guardianship estate:
Order approves final account and re-

leases lan.
Geraldine Ann Unrein fanship
estate: Cerhart W. Unre inted
jan of estate consisting an un-
ted claim and cause of action
for damages Wilfred A. MicDon-
ald, ar out of alleged Injujries to
ward on 2.
MARRIAGE LICENSBE
APPLICATIONS R
John . Toule 5, & -
rie L. b‘-::;tz-. both of Sa-
lem

Earl Brix Fenston, 26, MD., San
and Barbara Jean

Francisco, e
Tucker, 25, nurse, Salem.
DISTRICT COUR

-]

240 Mable st
Coomes Johnsom, Salem route 6. Irvin
Salem route 5; -

caster dr charged sratel
{ . o
with having operators lNoense, $5

: Publie Ioe'.rd.q Ry

A. B. Hinz, Harley Libby and Mack Dal

MUNICIPAL COURT

Everett W, Hendrick, Hood River,
violation of st sign, ed $10 bail.

Sebastian A. 'ord, viola-
tion of basic fined $25, $10 re-
mitted.

Willlam G. Chatham, Drain. viola-
Unﬂu"gt basic rule, fined §235, $10 re-
m :

st., violation of basic
bail.

Liberty Residents

Visiting in Ontario
LIBERTY — *Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Kaminga, Jane, David and

Rodney are visiting Mr. and Mrs.
Bill Flagel in Ontario, Ore. Mrs.

Tule, posted $10
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Area Announced

New rent adjustment regula-
landlord

| A

‘New Member on

Landlords who believe they are
operating at a loss may, under the The FLADNLY MARKED prices i sur
and rent act of 1948, pe- disploy reom give ewursnce that
tiummeam rent office for “due you'll be asked 1o pay me more for
mtim‘" "““h*

Woodrow W. Purkett, 208 W. Miller |

Flagel is the former Myma Ka- |
minga. N
Mrs. Sarah Baker and h

.M= daughter, Mrs. Albert Kent, are
vhlilting in Montreal, Can.

r.

Billy

and
and

Mrs.
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Diamonds Reset in a New Mounting While You Wait
' THE COST IS MODERATE

ALL WORK IS DONE IN OUR OWN

Your Old Jewelry Can Be Repaired and
Restored to its Former Beauty and
Usetulness |
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Let us design a new piece of jewelry or i old.
can overlay her wedding ring with yellow or white gold or, a et
bination of both. You will be surprised how little the cost,
:;:r-ny budget your payments without interest or cam




