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Tito and the Greeks

Is Marshal Tite washed clean of his previous sins because
he thumbed his nose at the Kremlin? It seeéms some apologists
for the Yugoslav dictator would now clasp him to their bosoms
as a freedom-loving democrat; Dr. Wayne Vucinich, history pro-
fessor ‘&t Stanford, is among those who now urge the United
States to rush material aid to Tito. ;

Vucinich served with the American OSS as a contact man
with anti-nazi agents in Yugoslavia during the war and he told
a San Francisco audience last week that, with American sup-
port, the reconversion of Yugoslavia from extreme Marxism to
moderate socialism and agrarian democracy may be effected.

Maybe. But reports from the Balkans as 'well as from Gn_eece
and Turkey show that Tito's troubles with  Moscow have lijtle
to do with any political recanting on his part. An Associated

* Press story from Turkey may provide a ¢lue to what really
happened. _ - '

The report quotes sources “which have proved accurate in
the past.” Abeut five weeks ago, the story goes, General Markos
Vafiades, Greek communist guerrilla leader, worried about Greek
government victories, turned to Tito for help. The secretary-
general of the Greek communist party hurried to Belgrade to
negotiate a deal; it was agreed that in return for Yugoslav mili-
tary aid, the communists would cede Macedonia to Yugoslavia.

Bulgaria, who had been looking for a slice of Greek terri-
tory herself, was not pleased by this turm of events, so Sofia
began making overtures toward resumption of normal relations
with Greece. These dog-eat-dog actions by -Soviet satellites, ini-
tiated without Moscow knowledge or approval, are what prompt-
ed the Cominform's spanking of Tito, the press dispatch says.

, This story sounds plausible, though Ankara is not a very
reliable source, in view of Tito's known territorial aspirations.
The assumption that communists in Yugoslavia and Bulgaria
are not adverse to doing some imperialistic grabbing if they can
get away with it is also not unreasonable; Whether or not the
report is accurate, thé possibility of just siuch a situation in the
Balkans behooves eager Americans to be mbre skeptical of Tito’s
motives before they embrace him as a prodigal democrat and
kill the fatted calf for his benefit, The fact that thieves fall out
does not make them honest men. :

American aid to a Yugoslavia which wants to stand on its
own feet may be good tactics. But such action should not be
undertaken under the delusion that the Yugoslav communists
will become lily-pure overnight.
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Wallace on Wages, Prices

Just before the curtain gees up on the New party show at
Philadelphia's convention hall, Henry Wallace calls on the old
parties to repeal the draft, provide a minimum wage of “at least”
$1 an hour and reduce prices to the levels of 1946. Leaving draft
repeal out of it we'd say to raise wages and reduce prices (by
government fiat) would be a neat trick if' it could be managed.

It is possible by law to impose a minmimum wage to apply
in the now broadened field of interstate commerce—the wage
average is now well above $1 an hour. But how cag govern-
ment roll back prices to 1948 levels and still keep goods coming?
And if it can do that, why stop at 19467 If lower prices are what
we want let's go back to 1939. Then why stop at 19397 Why not
go on back to 1933 when Mr. Wallace stepped onto the stage,
at the call of Franklin Roosevelt, and started slaughtering little
pigs to increase prices? '

Economic history offers no hope of very long success at

. fixing prices by government order, in a country as large as this,
except under the emergency of war. Government policies have
their effect on prices; and right now high prites are in large
measure due to huge government borrowing and spending which
culminated in the war, to government-imposed low interest rates
and easy credit. Wallace's call to provide adequate housing,
undoubtedly at government expense, would have an immediate

JAnflationary effect. '

Pzople make a mistake when they run to government for
cure for al ills and satisfaction for all their wants. Two years
ago Mr. Wallace was crying for government to furnish jobs to
insure employment for 60,000,000 persons. The last figure we
read was that employment is now about 61,500,000.

There is one subject on which Mr. Wallace has kept silent:
the situation in Berlin. What does he think of that? Probably
that if he could go to Moscow amd talk it over with Uncle Joe
everything would be okeh. It surely would—for Uncle Joe.

A West Virginia couple who were awarded a $7,300 radio
prize Saturday on one of the current scattermoney programs
have turned the gift down. Too many phone calls, too much
disturbance since their “good fortune” became known. They
want no more of it, preferring quiet domestic bliss to tive notoriety
of unearned fortune. Hats off to this sensible couple! They de-
serve a prize for their good sense! '

Alitﬂedpvnymildcwonahopvinci)dptmupﬂnpﬂﬂ.
The bad infestation this year has lifted the price nearly 20 cents
a pound. Nature has its own way of preventing some surpluses.

Not all the south is unreconstructed. A federal judge in
Charleston, South Carolina, has issued an injunction which forces
the democratic party to peérmit negroes to register as democrats.
Party rolls, he ruled, are open to persons eligible to vote with-
out discrimination because of race or religion. Progress in the

e %outh in combatting race prejudice seems slow, but is is coming.
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Somewhat earlier than usual the tuna boats are arriving
at Astoria with good catches of fish. Thé Astorian-Budget says
that optimism prevails over the prospect of, its being a good
tuna year. Since the fish sell at high ptices (up to $600 s ton
last year) a good season means much for local prosperity. Tuna
are particularly popular for salads; but on our own scale of
values tuna salad ranks just under potato.

Best news out of Greece is that General Markos, the rebel
chieftain, has offered to begin peace negotiations. The govern-
ment’s answer is that the way to begin is to surrender uncon-
ditionally. The flare-up between Yugoslavia and Russia and
Albania may have dried up the support Markos got from across

would cause the west to heave a sigh of relief.

Harry Truman lived down the odds against a vice-president
who became president winning nomination to succeed himself.
Previously only Theodore Roosevelt and Calvin Coolidge had
made that grade; and they were subsequeatly
who failed “included John Tyler who succeeded William Henry
Harrison in 1841, Millard Fillmore, who followed Zachary Taylor,
1850, and Andrew Johnson, who became president after Abraham
Lincoln’s death in 1865. "3 : |
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Prices of butter and eggs are climbing. The latter should
‘trecall the fate of Humpty Dumpty, one of the most famous of
the tribe. ' i _
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the border. Peace in Greece plus real reform in its government :
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Danger Seen
in Increasing
Kremlin Fear

By Joseph and Stewarti Alsep
WASHINGTON, July 19—It is
too soon to say that the great
imposing structure of Soviet
power in Europe has really begun
to crack. Yet as

the secret re- . oo

ports drift in §
from Europe,
the evidence
mounts daily

are d e sperately
afraid that the
structure which
they have so
painfully erected
will one day ™
come crashing ¢

about their
heads. This fear is,clearly reflect-
ed in the frantic manner in which
the screws are being tightened
wherever the Kremlin has the

Moscow by the

i e - war,

: transformed the
Czech army into a Kremlin in-
strumentality. He was rewarded
after the Moscow-engineered
coup last winter with the min-
istry of defense in the new cabi-
net.

But somewhere along the line
he must have blundered — per-
haps he did not deal harshly
enough with the anti-Russian
demonstrators during the recent
Sokol celebrations. At any rate,
he is now on a “protracted leave
of absence,” and he is “not avail-1
able for correspondence.” It is
considered exceedingly d ful
that his leave of absence will
soon end.

Purge Being Ordered

Yet the unfortunate Svoboda
is only the first and smallest of
the Czech communist fish to be
caught in the Moscow net. Re-
ports from sources heretofore
completely reliable indicate that
a full scale purge of Czech com-
munist leaders has been ordered
by Moscow, to take place within
the next six weeks. Tough Com-
munist President Klement Gott-
wald is reported to be a marked
man. So are Foreign Minister
Vliado Klementis and Premier
Anton Zapotocki. '

Gottwald, Klementis and Zapo-
tocki have been good commun-
ists and obedient servants of tha
Kremlin. But they have been
politicians and, as politicians
must, have been guilty of ap-
pealing to the national feeling
of the Czech electorate. They
have been known as “moderates,”
tainted with western jideas —
Klementis has even been known
to make jokes. The terror which
they have imposed since they
seized power with Moscow’s help
has been moderate, almost & po-
lite, terror.

Traitor to Be Rewarded

Now they are to be consigned
to outer darkness and the terror
in Czechoslovakia is to follow the
grim Soviet pattern. Their power
will ‘be inherited largely by Ru-
dolf Slanski, secretary -
of the party, a ruthless
rator wholly subservient to
cow, and Zdenek Fierlinger. Fier-
linger, a short, shifty-eyed
is a former leader of the
democrats and a former ambassa-
dor to Moscow. He betrayed both
his party and his country to the
Kremlin, and he Is
ceive his reward.

Clearly, this purge, like others
which are getting undér way in
other satellite counfries, is moti-
vated by fear in the Kremlin—
fear that the cancer of Tito

now to re-

public submis-
Sion was an admirable example
of “Marxist democratic auto-
criticism.”

2 5t L83 A A F e

estival

Court Visits.

- : -

——

- —

Residents Protest
Junk Yard Permit

4 to
a junk yard asbout three miles
south of Salem near the junction
of the Pacific highway and South
1:%‘:&:1&“ charged that
such a yard “gmniu 2 nuisance™
is unsightly and depreciates the
value of surrounding properties.
They also contend that there are

not adequate roadways at the en-
trance of the yard.

truce proposal and has been
sharply rebuked by cominform
emissary Zachariades for his
pains. The exact status of Markos
is not known, but there is no
doubt that already Tito's defec-
tion has made the American job
in Greece much easier. A similar
split hds occurred in crucial
Trieste, with a pro- and anti-Tito
group at daggers drawn.

Before Italian communist lead-
er Palmiro Togliatti was shot,
measures were taken to make
sure that the Tito cancer did-not
also spread to Italy. In a scene
which closely paralleled the dis-
ciplining of Maurice Thaorez,
first reported Iin this-space, Tog-
liatti was brought to heel. Early
this month at a secret meeting
of the top Italian communist
leadership, and in the presence
of Russian and Polish emissar-
jes, Togliatti was aecused of “na-
tionalism.” and a number of sub-

He was charged with having
failed to predict the communist
electoral failure to the Kremlin
and with being himself respon-
sible for that failure.

Kremlin’s Lash Stings

confessfon of sins,

ly disgusted with the ex-
hibition, loudly booed his speech.
Togliatti severely rebuked them,
asserting that his

Thus, all over Europe, the ser-
vants of the Kremlin are feeling

E
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° | with worries: floods in the river

was pure-bred swine. High feed
costs have retarded hog-growing |
in Oregon, so this farmer raises |
strawberries, has some cows, sells |
some hay to provide with pro-
ceeds of hog sales a comfortable
living for his family.

Around Woodburn one expects
to see berries in cultivation, and
at the farm visited there they
were, big, fat boysenberries. The
prune crop was poor but a field
of enions grown for seed looked
thrifty and clean.

Farming is the mest complicated
business there is nowadays. It has
been highly rewarding for a good
many years, but it still is loaded

bottoms, wireworms, unseasonable
weather. One thing was an eye-
opener on this trip and that is
the dependence of farmers on use
of fertilizer. Instead of being just
an occasional soil tonic fertilizer is
a regular soil ration where full
production is wanted.

Chemicals for weed-killers are
also in common use. One farmer
used a weed-killer on his com
field in place of the last cultiva-
tion. All this adds to operating
expense, but the results seem to
warrant the outlay.

many calls following the explo-
sion but no one seemed to be able
to account for the exact location
of it. The explosion was reported
to be feit as far south as the south
city limits.

Investigating police said that
they could find no trace of any
damage but thought from the de-
scription of the blast that it may
have been dynamite.

Bail Increased
In Larceny Case

Richard Abney, Jefferson route
1, charged with larceny failed
to furnish an  increased $5,000
bail in Silverton justice court
Monday and was returned to
Marion county jail to await a
30 hearing. "-'

Abney, who was
with the rob-
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Safety Valve
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ment “red squad,” sccusing it of
“attacking labor and progressive
organizations.”

Active Here

Larcenies from autos and an
auto theft reported over the week
end continued to keep city and
state police busy. =

Two women's coats wrre re-

missing Saturday night by

i

£

2
2

e
both
their car parked
of Union street.
. % wire recorder
reported that 17
was removed from his car parked
at a service station at Bush and
Commertial streets Saturday
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