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The Archaeologist’s Shovel Uncovers Old Sites

Through the digging of a trained archaeologist what is
believed to have been the site of the fort of the Lewis and Clark
expedition erected on its arrival at the mouth of the Columbia
has been located at Astoria. The evidence was meagre, chiefly
a stone pit or fireplace, but that with other data seemed con-
vincing to the Clatsop County Historical society which spon-
sored the search. :

The archaeologist who did the excavating was Louis R.
Caywood, with the National Park service. The June number of
the Orégén Historical Quarterly contains an article by him
reporting his work in determining the location and extent of
the buildings at the Hudson's Bay company trading post at
Vancouver. The same issue contains another article by Thomas
R. Garth, also with the park service, giving an account of his
.excavation at Waiilatpu, the site of the Whitman mission near
Walla Walla,

The tools of the archaeologist are simple——a shovel, a trowel,
a broom; but before he starts he must have all the knowledge
he can get about what he is looking for. In the case of Fort
Vancouver there is much literature extant descriptive of the
buildings, and -even photographs, for the fort was occupied by
the army after the tenure of the Hudson's Bay company expired.

Obtaining from these sources a general knowledge of the
layout of the trading post Caywood proceeded with his excava=
tions and was richly rewarded. He found under the overlay
of earth, Douglas fir stumps of the piling which formed the
stockade wall; also the stone foundation for the powder maga-
gine which had been laid with mortar made of coral from
Hawaii, carried probably as ballast by vessels that called at
Fort Vancouver; and the location of other major buildings.

Numerous artifacts were found: parts of beaver traps, pieceg

ef china and pottery, broken glass and bottles, beads used for
trade with the Indians, fragments of clay pipes, covers for
pomade jars and for jars containing cold cream and shaving
eream! The items recovered show that Dr. McLoughlin and his
eompany lived like English gentlemen. The author quotes the
eriticism of Sir George Simpson, head of the company, on the
huge cost to the company of providing the “large quantities of
Luxuries and European provisions.”

The excavation at Waiilatpu was more difficult. The details
eof the Whitman mission were preity well dg ted in reports
and letters to the American Board of Com ioners for Foreign

“)iissions. The buildings however were of adobe construction.
After the massacre in 1847 Indians set fire to the buildings.
The elements in time reduced the adobe walls to their native
earth. However it was possible to determine the outline of the
buildings: and to trace through the several levels the history
ef the site’s occupation.

The artifacts located were less rich than those at Fort
Vancouver—Dr. Marcus and Narcissa Whitman lived far more
simply than the chief factor of the great Hudson's Bay company.
Among items recovered were harness buckles (in 1843 horses
had begun to draw wagons over the Oregon trail), a grub hoe,
square nails, school slates and pencils, fragments of chinaware
and pottery.

One may wonder why this work was not done years ago,
when evidences were more abundant and testimony of informed
persons was available. Those who lived at the time were familiar
with locations and satisfied merely with markers to identify
Important spots. Then there was no organization and there were
mo funds available for very thorough work in this ifield. The
project at Fort Vancouver was prompted by the intention of
the war departmient to abandon Vancouver Barracks and sell
the ground. An act of congress saved the. site of the old fort
and put it under the park service where {t will remain as a
mational monument,

We have a past rich in history. We need to cultivate interest
in that history and to preserve sites where events of significance
have transpired. In this work the trained archaeologist plays
& necessary ‘role.
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Long-Ago Communists _

A whole colony of communists once flourished only about
24 miles from Salem and Stewart Holbrook tells .about the
Aurqgra settlers in an article in the July American Mercury.

Aged Oregonians still living remember the colony as a
happy and p settlement but after the leader, William
Keil, died unexpect&lly the community was legally liquidated
and [ts members began to live like their more conventional
Willamette valley neighbors. :

The Aurora group was one of many little settlements that
flourished during the 1840's, It was an era of experiment in
the United States, Holbrook says, and communal living was part
of the yeasting. There were Perfectionists in Vermont and New
York, Shakers, Hutterites, Swedish communities in Illinois, Zoar
Separatists in Ohio, and of course Brook Farm, probably the
best known of the Fourier experiments. None of these move-
ments had any truck with Karl Marx and they had nothing
in common with modern communism: they were variations of
Christian communism and most of them were convinced- they
had found the one true way to live Biblical teachings.

William Keil, unsatisfied with Lutherans and German
Methodists, invented his own organization after the teachings
of the Rappites who lived in Harmony, Indiana. Keil's followers
settled in Bethel, Missouri, and then made a six-months-long
trek to Oregon and a new promised land.

The little community of Aurora was known for its thrifty

and everyone worked for the good of the whole, with Keil as
the autocratic leader. The settlers had a sawmill, gristrpill, dis-
tillery and made furniture, woolen cloth and other articles for
sale. For a while all went well, but the children began to grow.
apart from the old customs; they wanted to speak English and
live as Americans. By the time Keil died in 1877, the Aurora
" experiment was dying too.
left

- ton for this reason. : ’
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(Continued from page 1)
may bring economic health and
cripple the black market.

The exchange of notes between
the western capitals and Moscow
has been bootless except for the
record. The next move probably
will be to lay the issue before
{he United Nations. There Russia
has a veto power but cannot stop
open discussion. If the situation
remains as_it now is we may
lock for a reference of the Ber-
lin matter to the of UN
when it convenes in in
September.

It is very doubtful if our gov-
ernment will attempt to send

and the resort to United Nations
before it unlimbers its guns. The
military moves now, such as the
muster of B-29s, is for moral ef-
fect to restrain Russia from loose-
trigger work.

There is no mistaking the fact
that the Berlin situation is grim
and highly explosive. General
Clay however seems to be keep-
ing a tight grip on himseifl and
on his command, suffering the
tension without blowing up. Dif-
ficult though the problem is it is
not impossible of peaceful solu-
tion. Some way must be found to
relieve the immediate crisis, and
continued effort must be made
to resolve the longer-term con-
troversy. But we must not make
of Berlin another Munish.

Legion’s Post
Sets Officer
Election Date

Election of officers and commit-
teemen will take place at a meet-
ing Monday night of American Le-
gion, Capital post 9, at the post’s
South Commercial street head-
quarters.

The meeting is slated to -start
at 8 o'clock. C. V. Richardson, who
has retired after 11 years’ service
as post chaplain, will be awarded
a diamond pin. Richardson re-
signed his duties because of ill
health.

Charles Huggins is the sole can-
didate for commander to succeed
Lawrence Osterman. Other nomi-
nees include Sephus Starr,
vice commander; John Kerrick,
second vice commander; James
Turnbull, adjutant; Chet Zumwalt,
finance officer; the Rev. George
Swift, chaplain; A. G, Worthing-
ton and James Garvin, sergeant-
at-arms; Marion Lamb, quarter-
master (reelect), and Irl McSher-
ry, historian (reelect).

Conrad Paulson and Hans Hof-
stetter are contestants for the sin-
gle opening on the building com-
mittee. Candidates for five posi-
tions on the executive commitiece
include four incumbents, Oster-
man, Rex Kimmell, Claude Mar-
tin and Ray Bassett, and Dave
Hoss, Harry Caldwell, E. A. Van-
deneynde, Walter Kirk, George
Manning, Merle Travis, Al Feilen
and Eugene Laird. Brazier Small,
incumbent, will not run again.

The post also will elect 13 dele-
gates and their alternates to the
Oregon department legion conven-
tion at Astoria, September 15 to 18.

Judge Walker
Assigned Trials

South of Salem

Increasing difficulty in obtain-
ing tap water, especially from
4 to 10 am., was reported Satur-
day by customers of the Salem
Heights water district in the
South 12th street-Pacific highway
area.

The Statesman received several
phone calls asking whether it
would not be feasible to bar
sprinkling pending installation of
additional valves allowing more
water into the system.

Directors of the district several
days ago asked residents to sprin-
kle sparingly so that no custom-
ers would be completely cut off.

Record Tax Levy Sent
L To County Assessor

Marion county court Saturday
signed and sent to the county
assessor the 1847-48 record tax

levy of $1,163,275 approved by
the county budget committee
recently.

The record levy includes $963,.-
278 which comes within the 6
per cent limitation and $200,000
levy for the proposed new county

The
Safety Valve

Spot for Cannen
To the Editor:

You know I have an earnest
desire to help solve Salem's prob-
lems. I note that the city council
sgems stymied on the location for
the big cannon recently bestowed
upon us by the army, so I sug-
gest that it be placed in the
middle of the crossing of North
Summer and Hood streets, not
only to honor this select neigh-
borhood but to give pause to the
crazy speeders who have select-
ed that crossing as their favorite
place for crashes. (Had another
one yesterday.) Efforts to have
Summer street made a stop street

ting tired of having autos try
to climb my front porch. I be-
lieve that cannon would prove to
be an efficient deterrent.

A. M. Church.

By Lichty

-‘\

| trouble spot—rather to his convic-
tion that we are living In a danger-

have been unavailing. I am get- | the

Carlton Savage, Key Planner
In U.S. Department of State,
Urges Calm Faith in Future

By Marguerile Wright
Staff Writer, The Statesman
Americans must learn to meet the recurring crises of these
troubled times with equanimity, because the cleavage between the
two worlds of communism and democracy is so deep that we must
steel ourselves to situations like that in Berlin today.
This is part of the message Carlton Savage, Salem native who,
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at 50, is executive secretary of the state deparument’s policy planning |

staff, would give his audiences if
he had time to appear before the
local groups who reguested his
lectures.

The tall, tanned diplomat, whose
parents live in Waconda, was
grand marshal of Salem's Cherry-
land parade Thursday and is visit-
ing his sister, Mrs. Bryan Good-
enough, 257 8. Winter st.

War Net Inevitable

There is always danger of war,
Savage continued In an interview
Friday, but war is not inevitable.
He said Secretary of State Mar-
shall was completely sincere in
saying the situation was “very,
very serious” but that he was not
necessarily referring to a specific

ous era.
It would not be realistic to ex-
pect an early permanent solution
to the many complex problems the
United States and the world must
face, Carlion Savage believes.
Germany, Palestine, Trieste, Ja-
pan, are all poten-
tial battlegrounds but Savage
maintains emphatically that, with
intelligence, courage and strength,
both . moral and material, the
Umfited States can avoid war.
Commends Public Opinlon

He has no doubt there is a
long, hard ahead but he |
has much in the Amer-
ican people.

L is

United States had best support |
that coalition of democratic nl-:
tions. He does no consider such
agreements as “power-politics” but
rather as regional arrangements
within the framework of the

United Nations.

Savage, a graduate of Salem
high school in 1916, and ef the
University of Oregon in 1821, and
once an employe of the U.S. for-
est service in the Cascade moun-
tains, still considers his residence
:‘ni’()rego] - n the outstanding time of

ife.

“There is a serenity about the
mountain country that is good for
the mind and the soul,” he said,
“l have had no vacation for the
past two hectic years and I know
the problems that now seem in-
surmountable will seem capable
of solution after my fishing trip
in the solitude of the upper Mc- |
Kenzie,” ‘

IMPROVING IN HOSPITAL
MT. ANGEL—Joha Griesenauer
reported improving at the Vet-

erans’ hospital in Portland where

he has been confined for medical
treatment.

Now In Ouwr
NEW LOCATION

at
562 STATE STREET

(Opposite the Courthouse)
BECKE & WADSWORTH, Insurance
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