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Water as a Forest-land “Crop” f

“Our forest lands provide the major part ef the 20 million
acre-feet average annual flow in the Willamette river. They
furnish the water capital on which our agriculture and industry !

draw.” :

So writes William E. Bullard, of the Pacific Northwest
Forest and Range Experiment station in a 'highly informative

article on “Study of Relation of Forests to Water Supply Needed”
in the June issue of Oregon Business Review.

We usually think of the forests as supplying timber and !
providing a place for recreation. Bullard points out that w?ter.
is another annual “crop” of the forest lands.!For instance, rain-

fall in the Willamette valley averages 40 inches a year, in the

forest-covered mountains 80 inches. The latter fills the streams

and provides underground waters for human use.-

So far comparatively little study has been given to the
connection between forests and water supply. The question has
been raised whether cutting of forests increases the flood hazards,
but little effort has been made to get the right janswer. Here
are other areas of ignorance, according to Bullard:

“For this region we do not know the specific effects of a
given cutting system on the snow pack, although it has been
found elsewhere that forest thinning can incréase the snow storage
as much as 50 per cent. We do not know what plants are the
best to use here in erosion control, though we know some that
have been highly successful in other places. We do not know the
comparative value of different kinds of vegetation in conserving
soil moisture, which bears on whether or not we should let water-
shed slopes be clear cut, and if so by what pattern. We know

very littie about interception of rainfall by trees and brush, or
about sedimentation rates in our streams, or:about a variety of

other pertinent matters.”

As/we reflect on this we begin to see our upland forests
in a new light. They are not merely stands of timber awaiting
the woodsman's axe and saw. They are not just green oceans
restful to the eye and inviting to the vacationer. They are reser-
voirs of water and snow, much of which will work a way to
the settled valleys below. How to maintain or increase storage
eapacity. how to regulate the runoff to avert disutrm.n floods,
how to reduce erosion and the excess of sedimentation these
become problems for the patient scientist ‘to work on.

- In some regions thinning the forest cover will increase the
snow storage as much as 50 per cent. Think how important that
is in conserving water resources for use for domestie, irriga-
tion and power generation purposes—and reducing flood damage.
Again, if denudation of mountain slopes speeds the rumoff and
facreases erosion how valuable it would be to advance the
normal reforestation by plantings.

We come to see that the mountains and forests must be
governed by wise policies of conservation, that private opera-
tions must be regulated in the broad public interest. The forests
are not trees alone. They are water—and floods and irrigated
fields and busy kilowatts and buoyant keels and agile trout and
beverage and cleansing.

Writing the Democratic Platform

The aemocrats will need their smoothest phrase-makers to
earpenter a platform that will satisfy the southern conservatives
and the northern radicals. The skill and the prestige of Franklin
Roosevelt sufficed to preserve at election time the uneasy alli-
ance of the CIO and the unreconstructed southerners. With Roose-
welt missing the breach becomes almost irgpassable.

Civil rights is thB greatest source of division. Northern ne-
groes and lone Aubrey Williams of Atlanta have appeared before
the platform commitiee to insist that the democrats endorse

the positive stand of President Truman for legislation to pro—[

tect minority groups (negroes) in their rights as citizens and
individuals. The southern office-holders however oppose such
legislation with bitterness and do not want it approved in the
democratic platform. The suggestion is made that the statement
in the 1944 platform be brushed off and used again. That would
satisfv neither side but would prebably prevent a deepening of
the cleavage at the convention. '

Another spot of contention is on the Taft-Hartley law.
President Truman vetoed it; the labor affiljates of the democratic
party abhor it. It is hard to see how the convention can nomi-
mate Truman and fail to denounce this law. Yet the fact is that
a majority of democrats in congress voted for it. How can the
smooth platform-writers resolve this problem?

Actually the platforms are not of tremendous signficance.
Few people base their votes on what the platforms say; and
few of those elected to office on such platforms take them literally
when they discharge their duties. Republicans used to taunt
the democrats for their disregard of their 1932 platform with
its pledges of economy and sound currency.s

Like campaign oratory platforms are in large degree politi-
sal rodomentade, distinguished more for sound than for sense.

Movies under the Stars

Salem’s first drive-in theatre is in operation and those who
wisit it out of curiosity find out the arrangements for exhibiting
pictures to people in automobiles works out very well. About
the only disadvantage at this season is the long twilight which
delays start of the showing.

. A Hollywood report to the Wall Street Journal says that

these outdoor shows have prospered hecause they tapped a
mew market, particularly young married folk who can bundle
the kids in their car and go to the movies, sparing the expense
of a baby-sitter. Invalids too are listed among the customers.
Sales at the snack bars also contribute ta profits,
. Just how well the business will fare in the winter season
s a question, but the owners of the logal drive-in plan year-
reund operation, so they must think it will pay; and they have
the Portland experience as a guide. -

Solomon was only partly right: there is something new
under the stars. !
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(GRIN AND BEAR IT . "By Lickty o Candidates

“] must say I admire the President . . . HE'S one politician

The PLAINLY MARKED prices in our
displey reom give essuronce that
you'll be asked to pay no mere for
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(Continued from page 1)

(violin, cello, piano) who are in-
ternationally famous, Ezio Pinza,
operatic basso, Marina Koshetz
and Kathryn Oaks, soprano, Jean
Handzlik, comtralto, Walter Mie-
sen, tenor. Assistant Conductor
for the Sunday afternoon concert
is Miss Jeanette Scott, violinist,
well known in Salem, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Scott.

this

There is every reason why
undertaking should succeed. The
northwest appreciates fine music;
the summer climate at Hood River
is well suited to outdbor perform-
ances, the city is convenient to
population centers. With proper
direction and support this festival
may become the northwest coun-
terpart of the Berkshire event.
(It is quite premature to call it an
“American Salzburg”). Other sum-
mer music festivals which have
flourished are the Central City,
Colorado, festival, Green Mountain
festival at Middlebury, Vermont;
and others at Brevard, North Car-
olina, Chautauqua, N.Y. Char-
lottesville, Va. Last year the Uni-
versity of Oregon sponsored an
Oregon festival of contemporary
music,

Some communities have rodeos
and roundups for mass entertain-
ment. Other communities go in for
other things. Ashland features its
season of Shakespearean plays,
Portland its Rose festival, Salem
its Cherryland festival which
comes this week. Hood River's

For Salem Top

unique offering of a summer mu-
sic festival should enlist support
from music lovers all over the
northwest.

Air Shipments

Month Record

The extensive June air activity
in Salem prompted by {flooding
of Portland's Columbia airport led
to a record month’s air express
shipment of 17,633 poundt from
Salem, it was reported Saturday
by W. A Link, Railway Express
agent here. :

Link said the volume of air ex-
press compared with a 2,800 pound
average for shipments in preceding
months this year. In number of
shipments, the total of 463 in June
was more than double the June,
1947, total of 205 shipments.

Link credited air express as
playing a large part in Portland
recovery from flood effects, stat-
ing, “Thousans of pounds of ty-
phaid serum and other medicines
W flown to Salem and then
transported by Railway Express

Pacific to emergency
relief stations in Portland.” He
said much of the express in June
was in chicks, machine parts, dogs
and cats.

YMCA Camp Activities
Full Despite Weather

whe's siicking by the administration . . ." -

[Stated Monday

Second Concert
For Salein Band

Maurice Brennen's Salem muni-

Monday at 8 m. in Willson
park. There be no Thursday
concert because of the band’s
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...AND CHEVROLET
LOW PRICES
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the first only low-priced car with the envle
able by Fisher. It's the first and only low-
priced car with the triple safety-protection of
Fisher Unisteel Body-Construction, the
Knee-Action Ride and Positive-Action Hydraulie
Brakes. i |

And yet, despite the fact that CHEVROLET et
AND ONLY CHEVROLET IS FIRST o offer .
;ﬂt}mmpt.dwdb'*m il
ing, it holds an even greater pri

FIRST in Value...

LWAYS THE VALUE-LEADER . ..
All\ny'theﬁntdwiceofpeoplcwlwwnnt
the finest at lowest cost . . . Chevrolet's value-
leadership is now so outstanding that men and
women everywhere are deciding it's more than
ever the preferred investment in its field!

Not only does Chevrolet stand out as the first
and only low-priced car with all the following
. major advances which comprise the soundest and
best in modern motoring . . . not only does it
offer all these major advantages of Big-Car ' gives you even more vakie
quality at lowest prices . . . but it offers them at comparison with other
prices that are now definitely and decisively  at any previos time in Chevrolet
lower than those of any other car that even That is why more MEE
remotely approaches it in quality! &myo&uﬁ. '

It’s the first and only low-priced car with the
Ride. It's the first and only low-priced car with
a world’s champion Valve-in-Head Engine. It's  is

FIRST in Big-Car
Quality at Lowest
Prices ...
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FIRST in Registrations
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m from the im:::lhte responsibilities of parenthood and{ -
‘ oungsters get valuable experience of camp life: some |FISH ON THE MAIN DECK
mtquaintance with pature and training in group living. Summer L
camps ::é really big business. New .
dotted thic with summer camps fi
from the hoktl’md crowded cities.
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with boys and girls
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[? Facing a record corn crop and a hear-record wheat crop
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