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“No Favor Sways Us, No Fear Shall Awe™
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher
Member of the Assosiated Press
The Assecisied Press is catitied emclusively to the mee for republl-

eation of all the local mews printed in this newspaper, as well as all
AF news dispaiches.

“Wheat, Wheat, Wheat”

One of the better novels published about the turn of the
century was “The Pit” by Frank Norris, It was a story about
the old Chisago board of trade, the “old” board before trading
was regimented by the government, when big traders like
Leiter and Jim Patton ran their corners in grains, when trading
was ruthless and batties were finish fights. The hero of the
novel was a “bull” who cornered the wheat market, only just
when he had his corner just about completed wheat started
flooding in from everywhere. The rolling in of “wheat, wheat,
wheat” broke his corner and ruined the trader—with the re-
covery of his wile’s love serving as the compensating factor to
give the story the conventional happy ending.

Something of that fictional experience seems to have oe-
curred lately in the wheat market in Chicago where prices of
futures have fallen nearly 50c a bushel since the peak of $3.11
in January. Where has the wheat come from? From farms and
warehouses all over the wheat-growing sections. Farmers, many
of them, had tried to be smart. They hald a lot of grain over
to 1948 so as to avoid paying a high income tax. After the turn
of the year they began to sell and markets weakened.

Also estimates of domestic consumption went awry largely
because of the falling off in use of wheat for feeding livestoek
Under government pressures wheat-for-food was cut down
sharply by poultrymen and livestock growers. The high price
also discouraged feeding, for pouring $3 wheat into meat animals
is pretty risky business. The wheat thus conserved came on
the market too.

But the future pospect also had its effect. The great south-
west showed improving crop conditions after the severs fall
drouth. Much heawier plantings were reported in states east
of the Mississippi and north of the Ohio, regions which produce
more wheat than the public realizes. Then the heavy winter
snows gave protection to winter wheat and assurance of good
moisture for spring growing. World prospects are also more
favorable than a year ago.

Agsin, the fMlood of “wheat, wheat, wheat” broke the mar-
ket. and the scenes in the board of trade were somewhat remi-
niscent of the old days when the wheat pit was a jungle and
its rules, aside from its simple rules of trade and settlement
were the rules of the jungle.

The market break however can be over-played. The world
s still hungry for bread There are mouths for every grain of
wheat that can be grown. Lacking are the buying power and
the means of rtation. Farmers still need to grow grain
—and statesmen and economists need to see how it cam be
distributed to meet the hunger of the world.

“Plow that Broke the Plains’’

Speaking of wheat and the need for its continued produe-
tion one might refer to the important part played by the lands
in the high plains country—western Kansas and Nebraska, and
the Dakotss, and eastern Colorado. Wyeming and Montana.
A dozen years ago the government had a movie made, ‘entitled
“The Plow that Broke the Plains.” It showed the havoc wrought
by wind in that light soil area—fences and roads drifted full
of dust-banks, homes abandoned. The scenes were those of
utter desolation—the reversion of land to desert. The moral
was obvious: the sod should never have been broken; the lands
should be restored to grazing.

Well, if adventurous farmers had net violated this presch-
ment of the soil conservators there would have been much
more hunger in the world than there has been the past several
years. Ugder the temptation of high prices farmers—maybe thay
were only speculative, suit-case farmers, went back into the
short-grass country, end seeded wheat. They gambled on the
weather—and won. Abundant rains kept the soil from blowing,
made the seed to sprout and the stalks to grow and produce
great guantities of wheat. The experts were confounded, though
they doubtless fersist in the view that the land will revert
to desert if cultivation is continued.

Much hag been learned however about tillage methods in
light solls. The plow is pretty much in the discard. Light culti-
vators or discs stir the soil, leaving as much straw, trash and
clods on top as possible to retard blowing. Tractors permit
faster work when the soil conditions are just right.

It is too early to say whether the high plains are per-
manently reclaimed for cropping; but the whole world has
benefitied by the wheat turned off of the acres once used as
warning scenes in “The Plow that Broke the Plains.”
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State Parks
The Astorian-Budget is critical of the state highway com-

mission for giving Clatsop county citizens the “brush-off” with
reference to acquisition of old Fort Stevens as a state park
There may have been some mixup regarding a hearing on the
question, though the commission is usually exceedingly tolerant
in giving audience to individuals and groups. As for taking
over Fort Stevens as a state park the commission lately extend-
ed ilse!f to scquire Tillamook head in Clatsop county for a
park and undoubtedly felt that was all it could do in that area
at the present time.

Fort Stevens would be an interesting acquisition but would
call for considerable expenditure by way of maintenance. With
the very urgemt demand for modernizing the highway system
the commission feels it must conserve its funds and not go in
too heavily on parks because of the continuing expenses in-
volved. They are mot unmindful of opportunities as their recent
scquisition of Tillamnook head and taking over of Silver Falls
recreational areas proves.

Perhaps Clatsop county could take over Fort Stevens and

maintain it as & county park. That would be legal.
p—

Taxicab Ordinance

A pending city ordinance will provide improved regula-
tions for taxicabs Meters are required which will show pas-
sengers the amount of their fare, thus preventing overcharging.
A solution ls offered for the vexing question of taxi-stands.
Instead of barrimg taxis from downtown stands the council can
issue permits to cab owners covering special spots. Prior approval
of owner or tenant of the business in front of the proposed

stand is required; and the cab-owner must pay the city $10 a|l

month if his stand is within the parking meter district or $28
a year ! outside. :

This seems a reasonable solution to the issue. Cabs should
have a regular parking spot for the convenience of patroms;
and the permit systemn will prevent unseemiy scrambie of com-
petiloss for the same space.

The ordinance deserves to be adopted. If it doesm’t work
outl im practice then it may be altered.

—_—

German workmen have been striking, allegedly for bigger
food rations. At the same time the British occupation comman-
der offers British troops to German state governments to enforce
food collections from German farmers. This presents a poor
picture w Amervicans who are being taxed to contribute food-
stuffs for Germans and others. The foreign black markets are
fed by supplies frem farms, the producers evidently feeling
little obligation te give succor to their famished countrymen.
The European bereakdown is moral as well as physical; and
moral as well as phywsical recovery is needed to restote health.
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Taxistands in BSalem™s down-
town district which for more than
a year have been a subject of
will be at

proposals for taxi and city bus
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street block except at bus or tra
terminals; writitan consent
taxistand by oeccupant
floor of facing

Wl’ owner or
such occupant or by

155

revoke permit at any time with-
out notice.
Another bill Before the coun-
cil would raise an additional
$8.500 in fees from Portland Gen-
Electric Co. City Manager J.

A. Fish had protested 1o
council that no assurance was
being givem property owners

Year’s First 2
Filings Made

tric

Salem General hospi cam-
oy % . ﬂ*nmtnﬂ:
MOORE—To Mr. and Mrs. An- I am nominated and elected,
hld.lntu.iﬂl.l.lln ll"in-mﬁlﬂl‘-:.“dm
son, Saturday, February 7, at ve time official court
lem General hospital mww:
HOWE—To Mr. and Mrs. Ceeil Mﬁhm"’mh
?.nncw..nnx.cmu'u&.mu terms of budget
son, Saturday, February 7, money available. Depriving peo-
Salem Memorial hospital dm:--inmnnehl:_l
Mllm——'rbllr.nndln.. mm the public is
son, Saturday, February 7, at Sa- -ﬂl“
lem Memorial hospital

SHERMAN—To Mr. and Mrs.
Sid Sherman, 1130 E Rural ave,, a
son, Suynday, February 1, st Sa-
lem Memorial hospital

The first known reference to cot-
ton is in Hindu literature of about
1500 B.C.

Farm Loans
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Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin

of New York City
Recently Returmed Frem a« World Tour
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Church

Tuseday. § pm.

First

Monday, 7190 pm. -
SPEAKING ON

“A HEARTENING CHURCH IN A
DISHEARTENED WORLD”

Don‘t Miss This World-Renowned Lectures
and Minister

Englewood FTA

Lays Plans for
School Carnival

Englewood PTA is making
plans for a school carnival to be
held February 27 at 7 o'clock to
raise funds to improve the school
library, to purchase a movie
jector and assist in the

of a recording machine.

named at a recent are

Ray Cates, Dorethy X
Jim Sherman

E. C. Melvin Propp, Pete

McCaffery, Tom Armstrong Lor-

en Fred. Floyd

o m. Leon

Perry, E. B. Braught and Joe L.

Scouts, Bluebirds

and Camp Girls will assist.

School Officials
Elect Albany
Man President

Harry Harvie of Albapy was
elected president of the Western
Oregon ion Elementary School
Principals’ association at an all-
day conference at Bush school
Saturday.

Harvie succeeds Mathilda Gilles,

who
er officers were
Martin of Newport, vice president,
and Rose Haldeman of Eugene,
secretary.

The association brought out re-

trict

Englewood school principal; Rose
Haldeman, principal of Eugene's
Whiteaker school;* Amo DeBer-
nardis, Portland diréctor of vis-
ual aids; Mrs. Dorotha Massey, Sa-
lem, state director of physical ed-
ucation and Har-y Johnson, direc-
tor of Salem public schools cur-
riculum.

Teachers from Marion, Polk,
Benton, Coos, Douglas, Lane, Linn

nnd Llnooln ﬂountlcl ‘“
conference.
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Ewing & Sholseth
Tax Consultants
235 Se.
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Exclusive at Brown’s

time to remember those

dear to you it's a natural desire to B>~ a

want a gift that will express the
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your heart
~ of hearts




