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Taking over Britain’s Policing

Russia protesis the anchoring of American war vessels in
Mediterranean waters. It protests the proposed reactivating of
an airplane landing field in North Africa for use of United
States planes. It accuses the Unitgd States of imperialistic ac-
tions in Iran—military missions, supplying of military equip-
ment, ete. And of course Russia has long denounced America's
extension of ald to Greece and Turkey. In rejoinder the state
department says the Russian complaints about Iran are false
or distorted, that calling of war vessels at ports of friendly
nations is entirely proper., with consent of the power visited,
and that we are within our rights in reopening the airfield near
Tripoli since no dispesiton has been made of the former Italian
colonies.

One can understand how Russia would be sensitive about
our military moves in the eastern hemisphere. How would
Americans react if Russia were getting bases in South America
and was subsidizing some government in Central America and
had a fleet cruising in the Carribean sea?

Our prime national interest is protection of a line to the
ollfields of the middle east, which again is irritating to the Rus-
sians who covet the same oil. The fact is that the United States
has taken over the role formerly played by the British navy, that
of policing the lanes of the world. Britain can no longer carry
this load, but since it is an axiom of politics that a vacuum
invites some power to fill it the United States steps into the
British shoes lest some other power (Russia) move in first.

This is costly business, and no mistake. But at the moment
there seems no other alternative. Making the world our beat
increases our exposure but it may serve also to avert crises that
lead to war. We let the British navy do the chore for decades;
now the job falls to us, whether we like it or not.
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Green Boards, Hmmm . ..

Sometimes one wonders just where progress ends and screwy
ideas begin. Take this Oklahoma outcry against blackboards in
schools, for instance. In fact, take it out and drown it, for all
of us,

Right straight from the oil fields comes a sudden deter-
mination of a school business manager to paint blackboards
green or white. He says blackboards are hard on the eyes. It
fan't clear whether he's an oculist, an artist or a point sales-
man. in addition to his job of kegping books, but he's for progress
and good eyesight.

Meost blackboards now made are a midnight blue, which
passes for black very well. So we haven't quarreled with that,
though we haven't noticed that the modern generation can do
any better fractions or parse a sentence any more accurately
on the new paimt job. But greenboards!’

Already most of the sentimental phases are a thing of the
past insefar as Will D. Cobb's venerated “School Days” of 1907
is concerned. These aren't exactly "“Golden Rule days.” The
“hickery stick” Is all too passe. “Queens in calico” now must
have the New Look, and the "barefoot boy'' denotes more poverty
than health, in many cases So what's left?

Well, thare's the phrase. "And you wrote on my slate, ‘I
love you, Joe'.” And the slate wasn't green or white or orchid
or flesh or russet. It was, in fact, slate-color. And when it
wasn't washed loe thoreoughly the chalk letters were not too
sasy w0 read. So now what” Slates probably will be beige, and
no one will ever sing sbout them.

That leaves sne last line in the poem which Gus Edwards
put to music so swingingly — "When we were a couple of kids."

Well, maybe children will survive apple-green blackboards
and stay kids but sometimes we wonder. A little more of the
world-that-was slips away with the blackboards. But if such
progress actually does help eyesight, we'll bury the nostalgia

in the same grave with the little red schoolhouse.
— |

St. Lawrence Seaway

The senate has been engaged in a prolonged debate over
the revived Bt. Lawrence waterway project. This program
which bas been before the United States and Canada for many
years and up In congress at intervals for several years past
invelves the deepening of the channel of the St. Lawrence river
to a 27-foot depth and the development of hydro-electric energy
from power plants along that stream.

The principal support for the plan comes from the inland
midwest and the Creat Lakes states. They see in this seaway
an improved outlet to the ocean and to world markets. Other
advocates are those in northern New York and New England
who want the electric power which now is going to waste.

The objectors are many and powerful. The railroads fight
ft because they lear loss of tonnage. Port cities like New York
and New Orleans are strongly opposed because they fear a
diversion of tonnage from their docks. And of course established |
power interests resist public power development.

Objectors brought up a new angle in the late debate, and
that was the huge cost, estimated at near three-quarters of a
billion dollars. The benefits, they say, would never compensate
for this great outiay

The project has had big names among its endorsers: Presi-
denis Hoover and Roosevelt and Governor Dewey have sup-
ported the program. But the measures to get it going have never
been approved by congress. The senate has refused to ratify
the 1932 treaty with Canada to authorize the project: and now
there seems little likelihood that congress will approve the
legislation auwtherizing it as a federal project.

The navigation gains are limited by the seasonal closing
of the river by ice; but it would seem that eventually the river
will be harnessed to generators because of the increasing de-
mand fer power and light. The issue will come up again in the
future

Editorial Comment

FURLED LEAVES
any doubt about the temperatures we have been
experiencing, the thermometer readings could have been roughly
checked by walching the rhododendrons.
Rhododendrona, both the native and  imperied varieties, are
sansitive teo tempersture. Their leathery evergreen |eaves normally

have & slight under-curi st the edges, almost imperceptible in spring
and summer. Bring on the first heavy frosts of autumn, hewever,
and those ieaves to droop and furl their
were starting to wi )
jleaveas curl tightly.
and curied to a thumb's diametar. F
been clurled and t down
Moumain ich belongs
the Heaths, also shwiaks from the cold, but |
same way, nor does i droop. It is a
have, shwough the centuries, taken
lower hush, the laurel is more often protected b
Sull mumbler members of the same family, such as
smowberry and checkerberry, take their winter weather snuggled to
the ground and protected rather thoroughly by the
& natural blanket of 'nsulstion. Rake the snow from
dead of winter and their evergreen leaves look as bright and
¢hilled as will the first week In April.
. It's the big members of the family, the rhododendrons. that have
o stand up and take what! winter brings. But they don't do it without
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eringing, In thelr own way —New York Times.

Bean Growers Association

Elects Ligg

ett of Lebanon

As President at Salem Meet

By Lillie

L. Madsea

Farm Editor, The Sistesman

E R
State Bean

of Lebanon was slected presidemt of the Oregom
association at its annugl meeting held at the

Salem Chamber of Commmerce rooms Friday. James Rear of Eugene
was made vice president snd Harold Elbert of Salem, secretary-

treasurer. J. H Tompkins of

Dayton, presided.
An incentive payment system, similar to he one used by J.

J. Keudell of Aumsville, 0o re-
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Demand Over Bupply

©. E Snider, former president
of the Northwest Canners, speak,
er on the afternocon program, said
that the demand for Blue Lake
beans had so far exceeded sup-
ply. Even when the poorer, so-
called “standard grade” had a
surplus, he continued, the Bilue
Lakes were still in demand. Mr.
Snider said that the market was
“very good and sustained” but that
processors shouid get more for the
goods because of the raise in price
on cans and cases “which the can-
ners cannot continue to absorb.”
Mr. Snider did not anticipate any
shortage of farm labor and very
little if any increase in the wage
scale.

Charles Martin, Salem, out-
going secretary, reporied that the
national acreage of beans was 88 -
000 with Oregon’s 4,400 acres
Oregon topped all other bean-
growing states in tonnage produc-
tion per scre at an average of

52 with California at 5 tons to
the acre. Indiana's production per
acre was the national low st one-
half ton. y
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Building up sofl, controlling dis-
ease, and the relation of the for-
mer to the latter were featured
in the momrming discussion session.
The majority of the growers re-

in recent years. H. L. Pearcy,
lemn, advocated paying more atten-
tion to cause than cure of disease
and felt that if the soil were built
up properly there would be less
trouble. He advocated cover crop-
ping and fertilization.

Keith Colburg of Dayton ex-
| pressed the opinion that not suf-
| ficient attention was being paid to
| the minor elements in soil which
“have in recent yeirs been proved
of such Importance to health.”
| To Seek Legisiation

Following Mr. Colburg's talk,
the growers voted to ask the next
legislature to make it compulsory
for manufacturers of fertilization
[to place complete contents of
Itheir product on tags on each
bag, giving the percentages pres-
ent of not only the major ele-
ments, as s now done, but the
minor as well

Others speaking on the subject
included Carl Robertson, Truman
Chase and E L. Cox, all of Eu-
gene.

Growers were present from
Eugene, Portland, Woodburn,
McMinnville, Dayton, Salem, Polk
county and the Aumsville-Stay-

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty
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“Fm Just crncy sbowt this

Ous, Jee and Eddie

have all degiared it's OUR song!™

PROBATE COURT

lceli M. Dunn guardianship es-
tate: Order approving annual ac-
count of guardian.

Alice H. Page conservatorship:
Order authorizes comservator to
exercise rights to purchase stock.

H. M. Sechier estate: Hearing
on final account set for March 15.

Ira F. Baker estate: Hearing set
for March 29 on final account and
on ication to determine whe-
MMMICM'M:OI'M

ts will to probate, appoints
Pioneer Trust Co. as administra-
ttviththcwﬂlam:.dlndm

MARRIAGE
APPLICATIONS

Donald Lee Ettner, 30, carpen-
ter, route 2, box 39, and A'Delma
Jane Lake, 19, telephone operator,
1584 Ferry st., both of Salem.

Philip Willig, 19, assistant the-
atre manager, 200 Elma ave, and
Lois Young, 19, office clerk, 340
N. Liberty st., both of Salem.

Charles K. Mills, legal, student,
2053 Virginia st., and Frances Pur-
due Tycer, legal, saleslady, 425 N.
Winter st., both of Salem.

Albert E. Porter, 25, cabinet
maker, route 8, box 1050, and
Hannah Conveerse, 20, clerk, 494
University st., both of Salem.

Frank L. Woodrum, 22, plumber,
Turner route 1, and Pauline M.
Asher, 20, waitress, Oregon City.

CIRCUIT COURT

Ralph E Williams and Harry
L. Hart, doing business as Wil-
liams and Hart, vs. Fred Scharer
and others: Complaint asks judg-
ment of $2,180 in settlement of
advances on hop contracts, alleg-
ed not to have been repaid.

T. Jack Kundert vs. Ernest
Radke: Answer filed by defendant.

Boots-Tate Co., vs. Glen E. Dry-
den and Mrs. Marian B. Skow
Dryden: Complaint asks’' judgment
of $923 in settlement of alleged
unpaid promissory note.

Laura McPhee vi. Elmer R.
Stauffer and Anna N. Stauffer:
Amended complaint filed.

Lillian V. Green vs. George Al-
bert Green: Decree of divorce
awards custody of minor child to
plaintiff.

DISTRICT COURT

Richard Eoff, 1180 Oak st,
charged with assault with intent
to kill, being armed with a dan-
gerous weapon, given additional
24 hours to p

Merrill Eugene Amort, 2020 N.
18th st., no wehicle license, fined
$8 and costs.

Chariie W. Gray, Lyons, hauling
logs without permit, fined $30
and costs. :

John West, Salem route 3, no
operator’s license, fined $5 and

MUNICIPAL COURT ;

Foster Hagy, 1500 N. 18th st
charged with failure to
posted

right-of-way to
o g i
Nl!oll:lu't O. Smith, 3798 N. River

-y ml reverse ‘ﬂl‘ﬂ, M.d
$2.50 bail
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Columnists Willing to Take Bet
ERP Compromise in Near Future

By Joseph and Stewari Alsop
WASHINGTON, Feb. 8—Astute
political bettors could do wosrse
than get a little money down on

Secretary Marshall would chime
in with his approval. Then, after

to the new congress for a defici-
ency appropriation.

only a long shot).

Negotiations have actually been
started by Sen. Vandenberg; all
parties to the negotiations have
nearly equal bargaining power. [t
is to everyone's interest that the
negotiations should succeed.

The bargaining power of the
state department is the least ap-
parent because it is long-range.
None the less, it is entirely clear

not been materially impaired.
motive is to safeguard

“This is the absolute
best 1 can do,” the department
must accept what he says. But
Vandenberg also possesses bar-

gaining power with men like Rob-
ert A. Taft, who do not as yet
understand the political dynamite
with which they are playing
abroad. But they clearly under-
stand the danger at home of a
party split on a big issue in an
election year, They have signified
this understanding by indicating
already that any compromise that
will save their faces will be en-
tirely to their tastes. Finally, the
bargaining power of the isclation-
ists derives from the fact that
in the present chaotic, lackadaisi-
cal congress, they can do ERP ex-
ceedingly serious damage if they
have a mind to.

It can be stated that these
down-to-earth considerations have
already been reviewed by Sen.
Vandenberg and Sec. Marshall's
representatives. The likelihood of
compromise now turns on one sim-
ple question. Can Sen. Vandenberg
be reasonably sure of prompt, af-
firmative congressional action on
any plan he and Marshall’'s men
work out? If he can offer this
assurance, the betting will change

The
Safety Valve

LETTERS FROM STATESMAN
READERS

BUS SERVICE ON D STREET
To the Bditor:

it'u h-n' on D st. between Park
ave. and Lancaster dr., We got up
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at once there were the headlights!
We saw them just in time o avaoid
an accident such as happened there
last week.
Mrs. G. 8.
3450 D Bt.

K. L. Fosterto
Head Optimists

Kenneth L. Foster was elected
president of Salem’'s new Opti-
mist club which ¢hose permanent
officers for its first year at a
luncheon in the Marion hotel
Friday noon. Foster s assistant
district manager for Prudential
Life Insurance Co.'s Salem area.

Other officers elected were
Sidney Jary, firs vice president;
Dr. Harold Poole, second vice
president; Ben Valdez;, secretary,
and Willard Friesen, treasurer,
Merle Ward, appointed member-
ship committee chairman, an-
nounced that inquiries about na-
ture of the new service organiza-

in boys'
telephon-

tion which specializes
work may be made by
ing 26041 or 7746,

The new club will meet
next Friday noon and
plans for a charter night dinner
at 7:30 p.m. in the Marion hotel,
when featured '
Lucien

i pays, both in
and

in hoolth, e be
seve thet the e

mrm
get is the finest
m..l“

rhat the glasses
you woar are the
sorvest proserip-
tion. Giwsses for
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