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“Northwest Harvest™

As the Pacific northwest becomes aware that it is increas-
ingly in the national limelight, a subject for conjecture and
eriticismn, its people become more introspective.

Ovpe result of such regional stock-taking is “Northwest Har-
vest," ably edited by V. L. O. Chittick of Reed college (MacMil-
lan. 1948) in which 14 northwest writers discuss their stamping
grounds with a minimum of professional shop-talk or tourist-
pamphlet ballyhoo. No conclusions are drawn but the writery’
commentaries show discernment and acumen which should en-
courage more soul-searching by northwesterners—whether this
region is swept by “the common winds of the country” or auto-
trophic, in heritage and future. '

Stewart Holbrook is mainly concerned with the epie of
timber:

Our classic symbol is the man with an ax . . . Not all in the
northwest recognize the importance of timber in their lives, while
some, often our more elegant old women of both sexes, dislike
even the thought of such vulgar influence . . . (But) the lumber-
jack (has been) tamed all but out of recognition . . . He's a hus-
band, a mere didy-changer, a home-owner, a voter and a prole-
tariat . . . On the new-style lumberjack—some sort of industrial
researcher in chemistry and forestry—depends, in no small part,
the patlern of our life and times.

James Stevens finds a new regional folk-lore replacing Paul
Bunyan, the thunderbird and wobbly—a folk-say on power,
Hanford, Bonneville and Boeing, forgetting the land. He sees
the individual surrendering to the organized mass and ylelding
to the machine. But Ernest Haycox doesn’t agree:

The northwest man is a more open and optimistic animal
(with) considerable political starch . . literacy and individual
independence of action make the boss system impossible here . . .
We are not boisterous, bawdy extroverts. Our boiling point is
rather low and though we have a strong sense of communily spirit
we express this spirit quietly. We are, in some respects, split-
personality people . . It i1s typical of us that we are not easy
about (the momey spent for hard liquor) and to salve our con-
sclences we assign the money to relief and welfare purposes . . .
We advocate growth, yet we fear this growth. (The region ls)
spiritually not yel crystallized and physically not yet built.

Omn the other hand, Harold G. Merriam calls for more inde-
pendence of thought. deploring an unjustified lack of self-confi-
dence revealed in the turning to the east whenever the northwest
needs university presidents or instructors, in transplanted build-
ings that are “utterly alien to the region,” in waiting for eastern
approval before we acclaim northwest artists, in semi-colonial
dependence on eastern eccnomic backing, etc. Joseph Kinsey
Howurd expresses similar ideas in sharp words:

The people of the northwest have begun te nd themselves of
the destructive colonial tradition, the tradition that theirs is a
codnisy to which one comes to “clean up and get out™ This lives
on in the glant corporation wheat ranches which mine the soil
with no regard®for the next generation; it lives on among timber
piretes who spurn “sustained yield” practices . It lives on,
worst of all, in the defealism, the apathy, the downright cowardice
of the little Chambers of Commerce which heel to the command
of absentee landlords.

S0 it goes. In “Northwest Harvest” there is much apprecia-
tion for the historical heritage and potentialities of “this prom-
ised land,” but the criticiam, though sometimes stinging, con-
tinues 10 be constructive. Joseph B. Harrison rubs our noses in
northwest provincialhism:

“Only the setting 18 regional—life is not regional. Let's not
dwarf our people with our mountains and rivers . . . If we mere-
ly solace ourselves with regional fiddling while the world burns
we shall have, and presently, no regions to fiddle in . . . There
can be no health or freedom for the human race if it does not
put liself 10 the task of assuaging fear and hate and intoler-
ance

The book is a convincing argument that regionalism is not
encugh to give perspective and status to northwest culture
although there is undoubtedly room for better cuitural expres-
sion of northwest regionalism. Much of the criticism is valid, some
of it is pretty general. But there is unlimited raw material here,
the soil 18 fertile and the men who forged the plowshares have
only begun. The northwest's harvest is not yet in from the fields
—and, perhaps, our writers are too harsh with themselves.

Closure of Salmon Fishing on Coast

Jim Kelly, former Portland advertising man, now secretary
of the North Tillamook county chamber of commerce, called
up Sundav hot with Indignation over the game commission's
order closing the Nehalem, Wilson and Trask rivers to salmon
fishing from March | to September 15. Resort owners, said Kelly.
have $150.000 invested 1n boats and moorages and they will be
“put out of business” by the order. He threatened an initiative
petition 1o combine the game commission with the fish com-
mission

A commission spokesman defends the regulation. saying the

spring sa!mon runs in these streams had dwindled almost to the|

point of extinction. while Tillamook interesls counter with the

claim the escapement to upper nver in 1947 was greater than
for 20 years.

People around here like to go down to the coastal streams
and catch salmon. Thev want the opportunity to fish: but they
also want fish. If fishing conditions have deteriorated as badly
as the game commission believes then closure is the only alter-

native. giving the surviving stock opportunity to renew the runs. |

Unless conservation is practiced commercial inlerests serv-
ing the fishermen have only a short stay of life anyway. Perhaps
the commission is too drastic with its order, or it may be that the
order 1= belated.

Winter Trek on Skyline Trail

We ve been reading about the recurring blizzards with snow
and e and bitter cold weather 1n the country east of the Rocky
mountains, but out here all the snow we see is that on the crests
of the mountains. We are concerned however about how much
snow there 1s piled up 1In the mountains., So it is a matter of
interest to learn that a ground test i1s to be made all along the
Skyline trail of the Cascades under the direction of R. A. Work
of Medfo:d, in charge of snow surveys for the department of
agriculiure,

Mr. Work has kept the records for many years. basing his
estimales oif reports of observers at spols along the mountains.
This vear he ia undertaking to traverse the backbone of the
Cascades. traveling by Sno-Cat. The group will leave Ashland
March !9 and expect to reach Hood River April 3. They will
measure 3 snow courses en route.

On mvitation the National Geographic magazine has as-
signed a staff writer and photographer to accompany the party,
po we should get the story later in that magazine of what they
observe.

The Sno-Cat is a motorized sled especially developed for
travel in the Crater lake country. This is the first time that
travel the length of the Skyline trail in Oregon has been attempt-
ed at that season. The scientists will get information about snow
conditions; the journalists will get a story of the trip; and the
Sno-Cat makers will get a good test of their machine's perform-
ance. Mountain lovers will almost envy the snow party their
experience—unless blizzards strike in the high altitudes. -

In Hollywood Jackie Horner, 15-year-old girl pianist and
screen actress, refused to sit in a corner. Instead she went out
tb see the world and after an eight-day round in San Francisco
landed in newspapers and police hands. ‘
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“With meet of the television sets im bars, I think it pelitically wise
for me bo appear o be just ene of the bays!™
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To Gain Marshall Plan Support

nce Needed

By Joseph and Stewart Alsep
WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — In
the higher ranks of the admin-
istration, a debate of the most fag-
reaching import Is now in quiet
progress. Will the real facts of the
word situation at last be placed
before the country and the con-
gress, with all the almost irresist-
ible weight of Secretary Marshall's
authority?” Or will the opposition
to the European-Recovery pro-
gram be allowed to have its way,
for sheer lack of understanding
of the consequences®’ These are
the alternative courses now being
discussed

This debate
was precipitated
by rather belatad
preliminary
checks,’

|on Capitol
today. As of to- .
|day. action onjd

| ERP s likely to
be greatly delayed; the program
will probably be festooned with
unworkable restrictions, and the
amount appropriated is expected
to be cut to somewhers near the
| four billon dollar level advocated
by former President Hoover.

A final survey ls now being
| B made, so that the
b “# % most dependable
' data on the out-
'loock in congress
'may be laid be-

Marshall on
‘41 return from the
‘south. But the
- ‘results of this
survey are not
ikely to give
ew cause for
e tfor‘ the Ameri-
can policy-makers are discussing
|the choiee outlined above. There
is only one way to rescue ERP
|fr0m the effects of congressional
indifference That way 15 to
| arouse an adequate sense of ur-
| gency in congress and the country.
l':lullly, there is only one way to
arouse this semse of urgency. Sec-
|reury Marshall must at last tell
| congress and the couniry what are
the rea! motives of American
policy.
| Here there appears a strange
|anomaly, which the American
| policy-makers are free to confess.
|ln the great American decisions,
| trom the British loan down to
| ERP, moral, humanitarian and of
course economic molives have
}boen given due weight. But the
really impelling motives for every
one of these decisions have been
| motives of pure political and stra-
tegic self-interest.
Self-Interest Persuades

“We did all these things.,” one
of the wisest men in the govern-
ment remarked the other day,
“because if we hadn’t done them,
or had done even a little less, the
Soviels would have been able to
| carry out their program of expan-
sion and domination. [f the
| viets ever carry out their program,
we shall face a Europe and Asia in
Soviet hands, and we shall have
no cholce but to fight or to surren-
der ™

As anyone familiar with the
practical working of congress must
realize, self-interest is the great
| congressional persuader.
|  Yet these real motives of
American self-interest, which
would quickly convince congress,
have never been publicly con-
fessed or explained by President
| Truman or Secretary Bymes, or
Secretary Marshall, or anyone else
lin wsuthority. They have been
hinted at, or suggested by shadow-

ward in elaborate moral, human-
itarian or economic fancy dress,
with the real motives for it largely

suppressed.
Net Realistie
There are no exceptions to this
rule. The strong language of the

doubt passed the Greek-Turkish
aid bill. But President Truman's

So- |

rather grandilogquent defiance of
the advance of totalitarnianism con-
tained no mention of realistic
American interests. When Secre-
tary Marshall insisted upon
Greek-Turkish aid, he had in mind
only that Greece and Turkey were
the keys of the middle east, and
that comtrol of the middle east
would give the Soviets unchal-
lenged domination of Europe and

pointedly not stated by the presi-
dent. A calmer statement, contain-
ing the facts, would have been
more effective than the Truman
doctrine.

Again, the British loan was pre-
sented as a greal free-trade ges-
ture until the last moment, when
Secretary Byrnes had to make the
lhouse of representatives’ flesh
creep with Soviet horror tales. The
device worked. The loan passed
in a mood of hysteria. But if it
had been presented in sober hon-
esty at the start, the loan could
have passed iIn a mood of clear
understanding of American Iin-
leresis.

Facls Are Needed

In short, what is now proposed
is not to cry “woll,” as is rather
loftly asserted by the opponents of
plain speaking.

What is proposed is simply for
Secretary Marshall to make a full,
clear, plain statement of facts,
| which will only be alarming be-
cause the facts of the world situa-
tion are intensely alarming.

Those who advocate this course
admit that it has not been the
previous practice of American
diplomacy. But they point out that

ive than congress, Ernest
| Bevin's recent magnificent speech
to parliament was as strong and
straightforward as could be
wished. And they argue finally
|l.hal it is undemocratic to ask con-
gress for great decisions without
explaining the reasons for those
decisions.
econfront Secretary Marshall with
a choice between adoption of this
theory, or acceptance of a gutted
ERP

New York Herald Tribune, Ine.
Copvyright, 1948
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(Continued from page 1)

slight connection with political
liberalism. With government now
embarking on a broad scheme of
subsidizing scientific research in
which universities over the coun-
try will be used it is easy to see
how intolerable

making professors of science po-
litical suspects.

You cannot harness the thinking
of the questing mind. You can-
not say !o a man, dig deep into
the mysteries of the atom or of
cosmic energy but stick to that
field, ignore the problems in hu-
| man relationships, pay no atlen-

tion to current politics. In such an

atmosphere the mind becomes
sterile. The universily must be a
place where “the winds of intellec-
tual freedom blow.”

We have become more or less
victims of a fear-psychosis, which
in itself is pardlyzing. And if we
let that grip our scientific labora-

|

own strength. As Dr. Conant said:
“We must be realistic about activi-
ties of agents of foreign powers,
but at the same time be courage-
ous in our support’of the
our own creed, the maximaum
individual freedom.”

physicist and a Danish scientist.
We put this knowledge together
with two billion dollars and pro-
duced a bomb. The dollars are in-
sufficient without the brains
The mdhor.al&r frequently

Asia. These hard facts were rather |

Events seem likely to

conditions may |
become if government agents are

| A Russian Journal

By John Steinbeck
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tea. We had long since given up
coffee, because what coffee there

We stopped at a little
where fifty or sixty tiny children

were working in the tea field. And
Capa found a most beautiful_ little
girl with long curls and huge eyes,
and he wanted to photograph her,
but she became embarrassed, and
cried, and would not be comforted.
He photographed a little boy who
| cried too. Capa is the children's
friend.
The teacher said that the girl
was hard to comfort because she
| wae not a Georgian child, she was
a Ukrainian orphan who had been
adopted by a Georgian family, and
| she felt strange because she could
inol speak the language yet. And
| many of the Georgian families
| have adopted children from the
| destroyed areas, for this rich
country was not touched, and the
people feel a responsibility toward
the rest of the nation. Here and
there we stopped at little houses to
| visit, and I suppose one might say
| to snoop at the little houses of col-
lective farms, as opposed to the
| state farms. And they had their
gardens and their orchards about
them And in every place we ate,
we ate constantly: here a handful
of hazel-nuts, and here some coun-
try cheese and fresh black bread,

and here a pear just picked from
the tree over the house, and there
& bunch of grapes, and here a
glass of wine.

Eating Constantly

We seemed to be eating con-
stantly, and we could not refuse.
And we tasted Georgian wvodka,
which we do not recommend to
anyone, for it has a fuse in its tail.
It is a veritable rocket of a drink,
and our stomachs just couldn't take
it. Actually it is not vodka at all,
but what we used to call grapa,
that iswdistilled wine. That was
much too violent for us.

When our stomachs were begin-
ning to bulge with food, the man-
ager of the farm caught up with
us. He was a tall, straight, spare
man, in a partisan uniform and a
stiff cap. He asked us to stop by
his house for a bite to eat. God
help us! We explained through
Chmarsky, and another interpre-
ter, that about one more bite to
eat, and we would explode. It was
returned to us that it was only a
token bite, and that we would take
it as a great courtesy if we would
visit his house and have a glass of
wine with him.

We had just about begun to be-
lieve that Russia's secret weapon,
towards guests at least, is food. But
we surely could not refuse to have
a bite to eat, and a glass of wine.

And so we went with him to his
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fore BSecretary|although parliament s much more T4 the Editor:

| I wish to express my corrobora-
tive viewpoint with that of “Ethel
Bowes In last Friday's paper.

I have been embarrased more
|times than I can recall by new
| comers to Salem, stating that Sa-
lemn was made up of cligques, a
“satisfied tight little unit,” so to
speak. | even met an acquaintance
in Los Angeles during the years
'l resided there that “freely” ex-
pressed a viewpoint about Salem's
social ipactivity. This last was al-
most more than I could take. But
nevertheless I knew it was true.
I am writing this purely
spirit of constructive criticism. 1
sincerely wish that some of the
burned up energy within Salem
could join forces toward making
Salem a “spot” on the Pacific
coast known for its friendliness
and social cooperation.

Even in a big city you can be
made to feel at home and have the
epportunity to meet fine groups
'of people where many lasting
} friendships are made. This is how:
A public playground (or groups
of them as in a big city) could in-
| deed be a dismal pretense if good
instructors and management were
not employed and if they didn't
have a large community house
with many rooms with opportun-
ity for free instruction and ad-
vancement in the many activities
in which people are interested
namely: crafts, esthetic and bal-
rodém dancing and dances, well
|supervised , gymnasium, basket-
ball, vollayball, badmitten, in-
door and outdoor baseball, music
groups where old men down to 8
year olds sign up for orchestra]

applied by government buresu-

| crats or the FBI or military intel-
I ligence or the house committee on
subversive activities are far too
narrow 1o fit the cllmate of the
research laboratory or the univer-
sity campus. We ourselves will
find greater gain from the liberal
interchange of results of scientific
research than by erecting sound-
proof curtains about our labora-
tories.

in al

practice and give their musicals o
the public large recreation
rooms for the old men of the
checker brigade, ping pong rooms,
horseshoe and crogquet and lots of
tennis courts. Patio-like rooms —
inside, but resembling outdoors
with wood stoves for picnicking
in winter, a kitchen and inside
banquet room (sign up ahead and
clean up). In Los Angeles I saw
grandmas and grandchildren tap
dancing side by_side.

We have never had an attrac-
tive swimming plunge in Salem
and never one adequate in size or
equipment. A swimming plunge
for this city should be 250 feet
long and 50 feet wide with two
low boards and two 10-ft. high
boards, a high dive and a long
slide. This plunge should have an |
attractive wall all around with
beautiful shrubs and flowers
around and walk ways. Inside the
wall should be a wide deck all
areund the plunge with bright
colored outdoor furniture for the
bathers and an amphitheater
above on one side. (The wall en-
tirely around s0o no draughts).
There should be another large
round shallow pool for children,
and a round wading pool for
babies.

There should be a large auditor-
fum (free of course) to encourage
home talent of various kinds, to
give lectures to parents to en-
courage or teach good parent-
hood, held by educators, teachers
or others. PTA activity could be
developed more and other groups
brought together who were in-
terested in child welfare.

Such an elaborate and well
planned program might do more
than one might anticipate to solve
our child delinquency problem.
Money could be raised through
many different channels, benefit
entertainments, subscriptions and
many other ways. Salem is worth
it.

Sincerely,
Alma Watt Chessman

Much natural gas is odorless and |
has to be supplied with an odor

before being used by the public
because of the leakage dangers.

After dinner the hesis dance Geergian dances,

house, a neat little house on a hill
Still More Food

And we should have known.
There were more people standing
about on the neat clipped grass of
his door-yard than were justified
by a simple bite to eat and a glass
of wine. Two handsome girls came
out of the house with jugs of
water. They poured it over our
hands, we washed our faces and
hands. The girls held out white
towels embroidered in red for us to
dry ourselves.

And then we were invited to
step into the house. Through a
hall-w:;_l.:e went, and into a large
room. room was hung with
woven materials in brilliant col-
ors, some of the designs reminding
us almost of Indian blanketry. The
floor was covered with a kind of
matting, rather like Mexican
petate. It was the vision of the
table that nearly killed us. It was
about fourteen feet long, and it
was loaded with food, and there
were about twenty guesis. 1 think
it is the only meal or dinner we
ever attended where fried chicken
was an hors-d'oeuvre, and where
each hors-d'oevre was half a
chicken. It went from there to a
cold boiled chicken over “which
was poured a cold green sauce,
which was delicious with spices,
and sour cream.

Variety Limitless

And then there were cheese
sticks and tomato salads, and
Georgian pickles. And then there
was a savory stew of lamb, with
a thick, delicious sauce. And then
there was a kind of fried country
cheese. There were loaves of the
flat Georgian rye bread piled up
like poker-chips, and the center
of the table was loaded with fruit,
with grapes, and pears, and apples.
And the firightful thing about it
was that everything was delicious.
The flavors were all new, and we
wanted to taste all of themn. And
we were nearly dyi of over-
GAL 2 — A Russian Journal ...
eating. Cape who prides himself
on a thirty-two inch waist, and
who will not le? out his belt, no
matter what happens, was getting
a puffed look under the chin, and

| his eyes were slightly popped and
| blood-shot. And 1 feit that if I

could just go two or three days
without eating anything, I might

return to normal.
Problem Really Started
mb N “uvclzc:d to the

We were in
twenty guests, and we sat down.
And here our problem began. If
we did not eat, we were urged to
eat, and if we did eat our plates
were replenished instantly. And
meanwhile the decanters of local
wine were passed, and it was a de-
licious wine, light and full of fla-
vor, .and it probably saved our
lives. After a few glasses of wine,
the manager, our host, stood up,
and his wife came from the kitchen
and beside him, a black-eyed
handsome woman with a strong
face. The manager drank our
health, and drank the health of
the United States. And then he
appointed his best friend table-
master, and this we are told is an
old Georgian custom, that the host
appoints his friend the master of
speeches. And from then on no

tors Just About Bog Down With Food

toast may be made by anyone at
the table. If he wishes to propose
a toast, he must pass the word
the table-master, who is usually
chosen because of his ability
make speeches. Then the toast
made. by the table-master. This
saves the guests a great deal of
speaking.

Translation Confusing

The new table-master made

g

ing on this problem for a long,
time. It is very probable that he
did not know many of the diffi.
culties which stood in the way of
such an understanding, and weé
must admit that we do not know
them either.

Permitted to Answer _

Since we were foreigners, and
could not pass a written note to
the table-master, we were permit-
ted to answer his toast. And we
proposed a toast to the abolish-
ment of curtains of all kinds-—af
iron curtains, and nylen curtains,
and polilical curtains, and cur-
tains of falsehood, and curtains of
superstition. We suggested that
curtains were a prelude to war,
and that if war should come ft
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