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Flood Destructiveness

In a strong editerial which uses the recent flood losses as
evidence, the Oregon Journal boosts the early completion of
the Willamette valley flood control project. It says that the “lat-
est Willamette valley flood . . . left in its wake six persons dead
and property damage amounting to 11 million.” The flood did
add visual evidence of need for protection, but the Journal has
fallen into error. The seven deaths reported during the late storm
and high water, included three adults who were drowned in the
crossing of the Rogue river, one man in Olalla creek near Rose-
burg, two children who were drowned in rain-swollen ditches
at Eugene and one child in a similar ditch at Stayton. Construc-
tion of all the proposed dams would not have prevented a single
ene of these drownings.

As to estimate of loss, Colonel Walsh of the army engineers
before {he flood crest had reached the ocean made an estimate
of $11.800.000. This must have been based on an “airplane” sur-
vey. It 18 quite impossible to make an accurate estimate of loss
except by careful mapping and comparisons. That would take
many weeks. The figure used by Colonel Walsh must have been
largely a matter of guesswork based on past experience. We ques-

Nazi Atrocities Conclusively

Proved, Justice Brand Says

| Oregon jurist

tion its accuracy.

The program embraced in the Willamette valley project is
urgently needed, but it will not prevent flooding of basements
and drownings in water-filled ditches. Every care should be
taken that the assertions made are susceptible of proof. A fair
of fsel against damage would be the enrichment of lowland soils |
by silt which is deposited. We know of no way of computing this
value |
|

Fruitgrowers Run into Market Slump |

The ‘resh fruit industry which has been traveling in high|
gear has hit heavy grades this season and is struggling to rnove‘
its 1947 pack of pears and apples. The Hood River News gives
a review of the situation on information supplied by J. E. Klahre, |
manager of the Apple Growers association there. Tha increased
storage heldings of pears on January | as compared with a year
ago was B01,000 boxes and of apples 4,651,000 bushels. This re-
flects a decrease in domestic consumption and the loss of axport
outlets in Europe.

Fresh fruits being something of a luxury in midwinter suf-
fered because of the high prices of foodstuffs regarded as more
essential. With more money going for meat and bread and pota-
toes the thrifty housewife curtailed purchases of pears and apples. |

This is what normally happens when economizing starts
Some part of the structure “buckles,”—The weakest part always.
And thms time fruits have experienced a slump.

The fruitgrowers thereupon rushed to Washington for re-
lief and iInduced the department of agriculture to buy 125,000
boxes of pears for school lunches, but Klahre declares “this is |
wholly inadequate.” Rugged individualism and free enterprise
scnliments ocoze quickly after contamination with new delll
paternalism. |

Aggressive merchandising programs and lowering of pricui
are beng used to move the stored pack. Markets are sluggish
but not demoralized. The experience of the fruitgrowers shows
that the law of supply and demand has not been suspended. |

When Attorneys Write Letters

The wrecking of Lumker’'s bridge was just too bad. The
bridge was destroyed and a log truck was badly damaged. But
we {ind the seriousness of the situation greatly lightened by the
interchange of letters between Otto Heider, Sheridan atiorney
representing the truck owner, and Miller Hayden, Marion coun-
tv's district attorney. To Heider's assertion that the bridge was
feeble and supported by gas pipes, the DA enters a vigorous
derial and turns the gas (pipe) on the Sheridan lawyer with
the comment that if the trucker found any gas pipes about the
bridge it must have been a piece of his lruck’'s exhaust pipe. And
to the attorney's claim on damage to the truck the DA counters
with a claim for loss of the bridge by an overload.

Now comes Heider's answer which serves notice of intent
to file #uit unless the county pungles up $2000 to the truck owner,
and aciuses the county court of letling traffic use the bridge
though they knew its condition was dangerous. “hoping the laws
of gravily would not operate and the bridge might bedome a
suipension bridge rather than rest on piers on each side of the
rive

We hate to think this interchange of letlers will come to an
end: but if the case goes to trial we certainly want to hear the
fo i appeals of Heider and Hayden to the jury.

ren

Art Perry, who fired the Smudge Pot column in the Med-
ford Mail-Tribune for a span of 35 vears, is dead. He was an
authentic humorist, original, incisive, who found in the southern
Oregon country ample material for his daily grist of witty para-
graphs. The lure of the “metropolitan field” never attracted him,
but his unique column attracted the newspaper folk of Oregon
and the coast to the Mail-Tribune. He had none to match his
stvie which never seemed to lose its freshness. They say no man
Is indispensable; but readers of the Mail-Tribune will vigorously
dispute 'rat adage as far as Art Perry is concerned: and so will
his contemporaries in Oregon newspaperdom.

Westerners scofl at the wisp of a man, Mohandas Gandhi,
with his s:mple loin-cloth and his philosophy of civil disobedience
end his practice of fasting. Yet he is revered as perhaps is no
other man. His late fast induced leaders of the Indian religions
to pledge their hives as an earnest of peace in that troubled sub- |
continent. This action shows the tremendous hold the Mahatma |
has on the tens of millions who inhabit that portion of the globe
pid rather effectively silences the western scoffers.

A lot of political nobodies are greasing the wheels for the |
Eisenhower bandwagon. If the machine seems to gather momen- |
tum there will be plenty of big shots to appear to subsidize the
movement and grab the driver's seat. lke's increasingly indefi-
nite renunciations suggest that he is running for the White House |
while keeping the pose of an army man who isn't interested in

|
| or sald |

‘Pﬁn’llo and the American Federa-

| every dealer and manufacturer of

|two Salem men

By Margueriie Gleeson
Staff Writer, The Statesman
Looking a little grayer, speaking very earnestly, very patiently
that what he said might not confuse non-legal minds, Justice James
T. Brand told 8 crowded Salem Chamber of Commerce forum lunch-
eon meeting Monday, first, he was glad to be back in the United
States; second the atrocities charged to the nairs were conclusively
proved by their own witnesses and documents; third it could not
happen under the United States
constitution because no provision
is made under the U. 8. docu-
ment for suspending the rights
guaranteed by it

The Ovegon jurist who has just
returned from nearly a year spent
in Germany as one of the presid-
ing American judges on the war
crimes court, expressed the hope
that no intelligent person would
disbelieve the atrocity charges
which have resulted in war crimes
convictions.

No law existed in Germany for
the control of Hitler, the speaker
said, as he told of the methods
used to put Hitler above the law,
and to make sure Jews and Poles
were exterminated.

The “night and fog” regulatiom,
known simply as that enabiled the
nazis to pick up anyone thay
wish to destroy. In case the court
released them, the person was
picked up at the court door as he |
departed and his family never | To the Editor:
bheard from him again. 1 As an interested party in the

These laws under which the suburban bus controversy I like to
nazi party officials operated were | say few things concerning it 1‘h0|
outlined in some detall by the| Oregon Mtor Stages has no one lo
as he told of the evi- | blame but their own greed and'
dence in the form of documents | selfishness. They knew what would
which was presented against the | happen when they sent their buses
criminals. Little of the testimony | out on the other fellow’s territory.
was prepenited by Americans and | '3‘0“ purpose :d“ to put him x:
none of any substance, the speak- business a then

X themselves. They did Iﬂ.lluuncc

re- before.
If the Oregon Motors is losing
been and still is a sick and whining
baby in the ears of Salem peo-
ple. When they sent their buses
out on the other fellows' territory
last October, they were running
every hall hour, but as soon as
Wyatt suspended service, they im- '
mediately cut down to one hour |
service. Why? If their intentions
were good, why did they want ex-
clusive franchise? Doesn't this

popped up under authorship and
scored a run of several million
copies. The real authors were
robbed of recognition and remun-
eration. |
Oregon is one of 30 states where |
the juke box and recording mon-
opoly walked gquietly and effec-
tively into our legislature and
brought about legislation lMmiting
professional entertainment in pub-
lid® places but leaving them wide
open to juke boxes. Many people
believe that taverns and small
places of recreation for working
classes should be to
provide entertainment by talent.
What an America this would be

with the Juke Box and Disc Jock-
ey in full comtrol?

Will Carver

2250 S. Winter St

Salem, Oregon

CRITICIZES BUS COMPANY

Justica Brand, who hag
sumed his place on the Oregon
suprema court, after a leave of
absence, was Introduced by Chief
Justice George Rossman

The
Safety Valve

LETTERS FROM STATESMAN
READERS

fellow out of their way?

Petrille vs. Diso Jockey If the Oregon Motors

To the Editor:

The Statesman editorial of Jan.
11, in which you stale “no one |
blames the musicians for howling '
because everyone from disc jock- |
eys to network big wigs has hands
in the musicians pockets,” is the
fairest comment on the Petrillo
ban in many a moon.

The banning of “for Free” re-
cord playing is a step forced upon

get out of town and let some good |
company come and serve the peo- |
ple. The people of Salem got sick
and tired with the Oregon Mo-
tors cheap nature. Can the Ore-|
gon Motors give a satisfactory
answer as to why they sent t.hmr|
buses out to Liberty, Four Cor-
ners and other districts which they |
had no business in doing so? |

I am sure that they were not
invited. And 1 am equally sure
tion of Musicians by the “whole- | that they did it not for the inter-
hog or none” tactics of the juke  est of the people, but to satisfy
box monopoly and screen and | their own greed. For the past 25
radio re-production. years we had nothing but trouble

A complete understanding by with this outfit and it is about
the public of the vital issues in- | time that they withdrew and let
volved in this situation would | some one else come in.

raise such a storm of protest and
condemnation that organized la-
bor would have little trouble in
putting an end to “canned control”
of musical entertainment.

Every boy and girl who dreams
of musical education and ability
lo earn a living as artists; every
parent who encourages this am-
bition — and pays the bills; every
teacher of the musical arts and

A. N. Drawson, Liberty Road.
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(Continued from page 1)

shows that both the Hungarian
and Russian armies rely heavily
upon horses for military opera-
tions and In view of the fact that
Hungary is a Russian satellite
state the sending of these horses
back to Hungary would amount |
in fact to strengthening the mili-

equipment is a victim of this
heartiess comtrol of technical re-
production.

How many times in Salem and
elsewhere have we stood along'
lines of parade and admired the
fine high schoo! and coliege bapds |
giving freely of time, effort and |
long preparation to make the
Memorial Day, Armistice Day or
civic celebration a success.

Or the young singer or musician
who gives freely to public enter-
tainment.

Yet when ASCAP or
causes a radio silence in efforts
o expand the field for bonafide
musical talent and remunerative
employment, what happens®

One turns on his radio and hears
the undying work of Stephen
Foster who was palid a pittance for
his efforts and who died of starva-
tion.

Foster's story would have been
much different had there been

| sia."”

AFM | The horses are still In this |
| country, eating their heads off at|
the remount depot at Front Royal, |
Va., while statesmen argue over |
their fate. Nations, 1t seems, are
' eager to get hold of fine horses,
but the displaced persons are left
to languish in Europe's camps,
stateless, unwanted. It is a fairly
safe prediction the horses will not |
go back to Hungary. Though our |
cavalry Is. unhorsed the war de-

such a protective set-up as|partment plus Senator Morse will
ASCAP, AFM or Writers' Guild | prevail against the state depart-
in his day. ment. To the facts and the law |

| the addition of the Russian bogey
is enough to tilt the case for our |
keeping and feeding the horses.
Only they may all die of old age
before the issue is decided.

By Lichty

The writer never hears a certain
Western song without thinking of
who wrote this
and published a limited edition in
1909. Years later (1920) this song

GRIN AND BEAR IT

prove that they wanted the otheri

losing |
money the best thing they can do is | could not sleep in anticipation of

tary forces of Hungary and Rus- |

A Russian Journal

——

Bjr John Steinbeck
Phetegraphs by
Robert Capa

Scars of War, Farm Loss, Still Apparent

(Editer's Note—The Russian col-

special correspondents of the
New York Herald Tribune.)
CHAPTER VI

been our impressions, and sights
that it seemed like much more
to us.

Capa awakens in the morning
slowly, and delicately, as a butter-
fiy comes out of its chrysalis. For
an hour after he awakens, he sits
in stunned and experimental si-
lence, neither awake, nor asleep.
My problem was to keep him from
taking a book or a newspaper into
the bathroom, for then he would
be there for at least an hour. [
began to prepare three intellectual
questions for him every morning,
questions in sociology, in history,
in philosophy, in biology., ques-
tions designed to shock his mind
into awareness that the day was
come.

Questions Asked

On the first day of my experi-
ment, 1 asked him the following
questions: What Greek tragedian
took part in the battle of Salamis?
How many legs has an insect?

| And finally, what was the name of

the Pope who sponsored and col-
lected the Gregorian chants? Capa
sprang from his bed with a look
of pain in his face, sat stari
at the window for a moment, an
then rushed to the bathroom with
a copy of s Russian newspaper
which he could not read. And he
was gone for an hour and a half.
Every morning, for two or three
weeks, | prepared the questions
for him, and he never answered
one of them, but he got to mutter-
ing to himself most of the day, and
he complained bitterly that he

the questions in the morning. How-
ever, there was no evidence, ex-
cept his word, that he could not
sleep. He claimed that the horror
created in his mind by my ques-
tions had set him back intellectu-
ally forty years, or roughly minus
ten years.

Farm Interesting

On this day, August 9, we went
to the farm village called Shev-
chenko. We called it in the future
Shevchenke number one, since
another farm village we subse-
quently visited was =also called
Shevchenko, named after a much
beloved national Ukrainian poet.

For a few miles our road was
paved, and then we turned to the
right and went into a dirt road,
cut and torn to pieces. We went
through pine forests and over a
plain where vicious fighting had
taken place. Everywhere, there
was evidence of it. The pine trees
were ripped and ragged from
machine-gun fire. There were
trenches and machine-gun place-

ments, and even the roads were |

cut and jagged by the tracks of
tanks, and the road pitted by
shellfire. Here and there lay rust-
ing bits of military equipment,
burnt out tanks, and wrecked

| trucks. This country had been de-

fended and lost, ahd the counter-
attack had fought slowly over
every Iinch of territory.

Fairly Prosperous
Shevchenko number one had
never been one of the best farmas,
because its land is not of the first
quality, but it was a fairly pros-
perous village before the war, a
village of 362 houses, in other
words of 362 families. It was a
going concern, and when the Ger-
mans passed over it, there were
eight houses left, and even those
had the roofs burmed off them.
The people were scattered and
many of them killed, and the men
were in the forest, fighting as
partisans, and God knows how the
children took care of themselves.
But after the war, the people came
back to the village. New houses
were springing up, and since it
was harvest time, the houses were
built before and after work, and
even at night by the light of lan-
terns. Men and women worked
together to build their little
houses. The method was |nvaria-
ble: they built one room and they
lived in it until they could build
another room. Since it is very
cold in the Ukraine in the winter,
the houses are built like this: the
walls are of squared logs, mort-
ised at the corners. To these logs
heavy laths are nailed, and then
a thick plaster is applied inside
and out to turn the cold away.

Brown Cakes Good

There is a hall, which is a com-
bination of store-room and en-
trance against the winter. From
there one goes into the kitchen, a
white plaster room, with a brick
oven and hearth for cooking. That
fireplace and oven is raised about
four feet above the floor, and in
this the bread is baked, the flat
brown cakes of Ukrainian bread,
which are very good.

Next to this is the communal
room, with its table, and its dec-

Cucumber harvest in the Ukraine. Nearly all the harvesiers are women.

Grishsa whe teld his mether that these “Americans
are poople jusi Mke =™

the walls are the decorations of
the soldiers who have come from
this family. The walls are white,
and there are shutters on the win-
dows to be closed against the win-
ter cold.

Opening off this room are one
or two bedrooms, depending om
the size of the family. And since
these people lost everything, the
bedding is whatever they can get
fwow. Pieces of rug, and sheepskin,
anything to keep them warm. The
Ukrainians are a clean people, and
their houses are immaculate.

Each Family in House

Part of our misinformation had
been that on the colective farm
the people lived in barracks. But
this was not true. Each family
has its house and its large gar-
den around it, a garden and an
orchard where there were flowers,
and where there were large vege-
table patches and beehives. And
most of these gardens were about
an acre in extent. Since the Ger-
mans had destroyed all the fruit
trees, the new trees were being
planted in the gardens: apples and
pears, and cherries,

We went first to the new Town
Council House, where we were
greeted by the manager, whe had
lost an arm in the fighting, and
his bookkeeper, who had just been
demobilized from the army, and
was still in his uniform, and three
elderly men of the farm council
We told them that we knew how
busy they were during the harvest,
but we wanted to see part of the
harvest ourselves.

They told us how it had been

The little bey
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before, and how it was now. When
the Germans came, this farm had
had 700 horned cattle, and now
there were only 200 animals of all

harvesting cucumbers. And as
usual they were divided into bat- |
talions, and were in competition
with one another, each side trying |
to pick the most cucumbers. The
lines of women were stretched
across the field, laughing and sing-
ing, and shouting at one another. |
They were dressed In long skirts
and blouses, and headcloths, and |
no one wore shoes, for shoes are |
still too precious to use in the
fields. The children were dressed |
only in trousers, and their little |
bodies were turned brown |

country wu:m'i“m"'
::Iob.r‘l will be described in |

tomorrow,
t. 1048, by John Steinbeck i

Hall Decision |
On Execution

Readied Today ]

Gov, John H. Hall mnounudi
Monday he would issue a state- |
ment probably today as to what
action he will take in the case of
Wardell Henderson, 25-year-old
negro who is slated to die in the
lethal gas chamber of the state
penitentiary y morning for
the slaying of Walter Poole, Van-
port, on Dec. 24, 1945.

The governor completed reading|
the trial record over the wllk|
end. Penitentiary officials report-
ed Henderson was holding up well,
had displayed 1liitle nervousness
and had not requested any special
favors. In e.ent Governor Hall
refuses clemency in the case Hen-
derson will be transferred to a
death cell, adjacent to the exe-
cution chamber, Thursday after-
noon. |
Several petitions asking clem-
ency for Henderson have been re-
ceived at the executive depari-
ment. |

The Portland council of

churches has asked a stay of exe-
cution pending invutlpuonbyi
ente

board of inquiry te d
whether racial prejudice
into his conviction and the death
penalty.

A petition containing aignatureJ
of 100 attorneys, mostly in Port
land, has been filed by
Goodman, Portland attorney,
presenting the national
for the advancement of col
people. The Goodman petiti
asks that the death penalty
commuted to life imprisonment. |

Henderson was alleged to ha
stolen Pool's automobile follow-
ing the slaying. The prisoner con+
tends he is innocent and said he
merely was employed to driv
the Poole automobile to Colorad
by three soldiers whose names h¢
does not know.

Salem to Name |
Young Republican
Meet Delegates

Further plans for the state
Young Republican clubs conv
tion, to be March 5-7 in Portla
were completed Sunday at a
ing of the state executive com-
mittee in Portland. Jack Matlack
of that city was chosen as cornl-
vention chairman. {

Attending from Salem were Ro-
bert DeArmond, president of
local ciub; Steve Anderson, -
ber of the state committee, and
William Lewis. |

Election of new officers for the
Salem club is planned for Febru-
ary 9, when convention delegates

« | will also be named,

Salem Oratorio Group |
Vetoes Spring Concert |

Decision to present no concert
this spring was reached Monday
night at a meeting of the execy-
tive board of the Salem Ora
society. Arlie Anderson, new
ident, conducted the ln-'l.lnf. The
organization gave its annual wig-
ter presentation of Handel's “
siah™ last month.
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orations on the wall. This is the
parior, and it has the paper flow-
ers, the bholy pictures, and

polities. So far nebody knows what party he belongs teo, if any, |
or what policies he stands for, if any. Pelitically speaking he's |
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a sort of Friday surprise photographs of the dead. And on|]l @ New Beauty 3 Neod the afienfion of our | foe privase demonstration 3
— MNow Hesriag Test Chert malled FRSE
Bernard Baruch outlines a program to stabilize our economy. NOW AVAILABLE Mpmr ¥ t facil ' —— e g
He would postpone tax reduction and restore excess profits tax | | We have compleie Otarien Hearing Ald Center|
at least 80 per cent. He also would stabilize wages and cut back | G m ities with which to repair, of :
food prices. In fact his program is so good it will not get very far. AND | clean eand fiush radiciors ':'“ M:“' “O-T.::::IH :
— 1| Beautiful - Practical and cooling systems . . . “Heacing Test Chaet™ 1 l
All doubt as te whether John Hall will run for governor nommm Durable 1 Day - 1 Swp Bervice e 5 f
should be dismissed with the news he was to introduce the f - B Satisiaction Guaranieed Mase —r'
babies at a popularity contest Monday and Tuesday nights at Galvanized Iron or Copper or Any Addoen —
Leslie school auditorium. If he kisses them all that is sure proof. m.- l..ﬂ.! KE'TH BROWN hder B Cey Zows .__Swmte _!
L B LUMBER ros. | Batieries for All Makes of |
Railway brotherhoods have picked February 6 as S-for- & Sheel Metal Co. ® y:m0 | Bearing Alds |

, Strike day. Why net February 2?7 That's groundhog day and
appropriate for engineers and conductors to “hole up.”
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