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Straus Under Attack

While congress at the special session made heavy supple-
mental sppropriations for reclamation projects it did so in spite
of rather than because of the leadership in the buregu. A close-

interior. The drive against Straus is based in part oa distrust of
his mandgement of the bureau, such as was expressed in accusa-
tions that he expedited spending of appropriations instead of
spreading expenditures over the fiscal year.

The attack on Straus comes not only from conservative
republicans but also from some reclamationists who eollided with
him on the question of the interest component on power projects.
Now » frontal sttack on Straus and the bureau has been launched
by Senator Downey of California. Downey was elected as a new
dealer, but his first loyalty is to California and he bitterly op-
poses the bureau's support of the 180-acre limitation for water-
ing lands under the Central Valley proje¢t. He has written and
published a book “They Would Rule the Valley,” in which he
charges the bureau with spending public money In “corrupt
propaganda.” He made a further attack on the bureau in a speech
before the Commonweaith club in San Francisco, accusing it of
playing politics with Central Valley funds.

Straus is a new deal favorite who was not & career man
in the reclamation bureau, and as he was sympathetic with the
“power” politics of Ickes and Abe Fortas he has incurred heavy
opposition. In the case of the Central Valley project the big land-
owners want the 180-acre limitation lifted, but so far have not
been able to get congress to enact the legislation, Straus isn’t
the only one who stands by the principle of acreage limitation.
The Statesman has felt it would be better for California to have |
the huge land holdings broken up, but recognizes that applica-
tioa of the limit there runs into very serious difficulties.

With Downey and a lot of others gunning fer Straus the
latter may be in for a difficult time to held his job; and if Krug
resigns as he is said to be considering Straus would hardly
tarry long with the bureau

Anderson Asks for Meat Controls

What worries Washington politicians isn't so much money
as meat. They are afraid of times this year when meat counters
will be almost bare of fresh meat, as they wers many times
during the war. The reason is that the pressure for saving grain |
for export rather than feeding it to livestock, plus the attract- |
fve price for hogs and cattle prompted early marketing of meat |
snimals. Fewer hogs will be shipped to market this spring and
they will be lighter in weight. Cattle too will not be finished off
in feedlots in the cornbelt as is customary and there are fewer
cattle on the farms. Government officialsl are concerned over
public reaction if meat becomes very scarce and very dear.

This is the reason that Secretary Anderson of the depart-
ment of agriculture asks for power to coatrol the wholesale price
o! meat and authority to impose meat rationing. Senator Flan-
ders who sits on the republican side of the senate has a bill |
which would permit the setting up of machinery for rationing
but would require additional legislation to put it into effect.

Anderson believes that control of retail prices would not‘
be necessary if the price at wholesale could be regulated. In this |
he is far too optimistic, unless rationing goes in at the same time.
Otherwise with short supply the retailer will be able to charge
what the public is willing to pay. |

The attitude of congress is hostile to controls and ration-
ing. Senators and congressmen from livestock producing states
are for Lhe most part strongly opposed-—even Senator Morse pro- |
tests meat rationing if no bridle is put on distribution of indus-
trial goods like steel. At present the outlook is for the issue m|
be sidestepped by congress, leaving the country to muddle
through But bare counters 1n meat stalls can touch off a house-
wives agilation that may force rationing later on

Munitions to Palestine

Authorities on the eas! coast have seized quantities of TNT
and other munitions of war which were being shipped to Pales-
tine, presumably for the arming of the Jews. Some of the ma- |
feriel had come from our own government war surplus. Just
what laws are being violated we do not know. TNT is bad stuff
to be shipped around without proper identification, and perhaps
the manner rather than the fact of shipping drew the heavy hand
o the law.

A lot of shooting and bembing is going on in Palestine,
with both Jews and Arabs shooting and being shot. A theoretical |
solution might be to shut off the flow of munitions but prm:-:
tically that is impossible. As soon as the couniry is partitioned
and new governments set up, each state as a sovereign will be
privileged to buy and import war supplies. The situation there
s deplorable, and about the first thing the UN special commis-
@gion should do is to call on the security council for a detail ot‘
troops to keep order Lacking that Palestine will be a running |
wound for years.
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Ocean Barge Hauls Oil

Barge shipment of petroleum products from California to
Coos Bay was undertaken last week, successfully. A barge, 195
ft. long, with 40 ft. beam hauled 500,000 galions of oil and gaso-
line up the coast, propelled by a 1200 h p. tugboat. The run was
experimental to see if barge transportation on tha ocean was
practical. Success of the trial may lead to development of this
means of hauling petroleum products, which is common on in-
land waters.

Tankers are usually employed for ocean shipments of oll and
gasoline, but the barge deal is far more economical both in the
original investment and in operating costs. There is always the
danger howewer of running into a storm and having the barge
break loose from its tugboat. If further trials prove satisfactory
we may have a shift to barge movement along the coast.

Editorial Comment

SNOWBIRD

Just why the Snowbird should be called a Junco nobody seems
to know: but Junco is the scentific name and is more and more used
#s the common name Even the ornithologists hesitate before they say
that the Latin word for seed s “juncus”: the Snowbird ests quanti-
ties of weed seed, therefore Junco is a logical name.

Anyway, there is the Snowbird, or Junco, in dark gray full dress
and white bosom, his talls neatly piped In white. He is besutiful
sgainst & snowy background, and while one hesitates to suggest that
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they will remain, almost as tame as the

Technically, they are of the same family as the sparrows. This
is easy W believe when one sees and recognizes the young Snowbirds,
for they are dressed in juvenile plumage that locks, at a like
that of the adult song sparrow, stremked and And
adults have a little song that reminds one of the more melodious of
the sparrows, the trill & good deal like that of the chipping sparrow.
Never is it a loud somng, and sometimes it is elaborated into a soft
warble that has echoes of the song sparrow’s best melody.

It would be all very well to call the Snowbird a Junco in sum-
mer. But in winter the name has no color at all, no matter what |ts
derivation. In winter it is a Snowbird, and that’'s all there is to it.—l
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State Holstein
Association to
Meet in Salem
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Portland, will be the chairman.

Dairymen Told

Buffer Zones
Check Disease

ASTORIA, Jan. 13 - (™ - The
American dairy animals are in no
immediate danger of “hoof and
mouth” infection fromm Mexican
sources, Dr. B. T. Simms, U 8.
department of agriculture spokes-
man, told the 54th convention of
the Oregon Dairymen's association
here today.

Dr. Simms said the Mexican
governmen! has successfully erad-
icated the disease from the north-
ern provinces bordering the U. 8.
and that a buffer zone has been
established through central Mexi-
co. All cattle found infected in the
zone are immediately slaughtered,
he said.

President W. O. Christensen
urged the delegates to formulate
a positive control program against
Bang's diseass. He said there was
evidence. that some reactors test-
ed prior to the November dead-
line have not been disposed of by
Oregon dairymen as required.

The association leader suggested
farmers must find ways of mak-
ing farm life more attractive to
children. He said the farm youth
programs, extensively developed
in Oregon, are wasted if the par-
ents do not also encourage their
children to remain on the farm.

Advice Flows
At Tax Office

Fedaeral tax collectors are rushed
this week at Salem post office,
with farmers filing their returns
or estimates and other taxpayers
filing estimatles required by law.

Paul Lynch, deputy collector in
charge of the internal revenue of-
fice here, said Tuesday the reduc-
tion of his Jdffice staff by three
men has made it necessary to lim-
it time spent with individuals in
some cases, but that his remaining
staff Is on hand to advise taxpay-
ers as much as possible.

The office is open from 8 am.
to 5 pm, inecluding noomn hour,
today and tomorrow, when the
farm taxpaying deadline falls

PUC Hearing on
Suburban Routes
Scheduled Today

The state public utilities com-
mission will conduct a public
hearing on suburban bus routes of
Oregon Motor Stages at 9:30 am.
today in Salem Chamber of Com-
merce rooms.

Since Salesn Suburban Buas
Lines went out of business at the

several
changes it made in the previous
bus schedules of the other lines in
eastern and psouthern suburban
districts.

The PUC hearings was called,
however, to bring under state PUC
jurisdiction the bus routes within
three miles of a city, as prescribed
iln l-ﬂil’“ state law,6 effective Jan

High Court Backs
Linn County Ruling

The state supreme court Tues-
day upheld a Linn county case
inm which Ralph Smith was con-
victed and fined $100 on a charge
of preventing Mike Rose, a log-
ger, from carrying on his work.

Smith was accused of using
threats to prevent Rose from
working. Court attaches said
Smiith's defense was that Rose was
trying to log on Smith's prop-

cghnonlyqunﬂoa for the su-
preme court was to decide wheth-
er the Indictment charged a
crime.

WHEAT HOLDINGS LOW

PORTLAND, Jan. 13-(#)—Wheat
holdings on Oregon farms and
ranches Januiry 1 was reported
today by the U. 8. agriculture

riment at 2,504,000 bushels,
half the amount on hand a year
ago and 45 per cent under the ten-
year average.

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty

-
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“Weunld you mind giving us your lMsi of grievances befere we
hire you—Jit'll save thme . . .”
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New Inner Conflicts Seen
As Result When Stalin Dies

By Joseph and Stewart Alsep

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 — Ru-
mors of the impending death of
Generalissimo Josef Stalin are an

produced the
customary reac-
tions among the
American
perts. They
believe the story
when it has been
officially an-
nounced. Never
theless, since
expectation that
Stalim must —
some day die is . Stewart Alsop
an important

point of American foreign policy,
it seemns worthwhile to set down
the known facts.

In the first place, those Ameri-
cans who have the best means of
forming a judgment consider that
Stalin has been far from com-

= ., Pletely well for
P « soma years. At
"one of the war-
" time conferen-
2 ces, he actually
confessed to
President Roose-
velt that he had
trouble with
" both his heart
and lungs. After
, Tehran his plane
- was unexpected-
¢ Joueph Abop | 18?
he returned by rail to
Moscow. The reason for this, and
his subsequent refusal to travel
anywhere by air, ls thought to
have been the sharp effect on his
lungs of flying at altitude.
Taking Geed Care

In the second place, however,
the same men admit that Stalin
may last a long while yet. As his
frequent trips to Sochi indicate,
he has been taking excellent care
of himself until the end of the war.
His holidays invigorate him great-

Sochi during the greatest of all
outbursts of *“Stalin is dying”
talk, he found the Russian dic-
tator looking better than he had
for years. And every one who has
ever seen Stalin regards him as
one of the toughest specimens of
the tough Georgian race.

Thus there is no telling whether
this crop of rumors, or the next
one, or the one after that, may be
right or wrong.

Meanwhile, whatever reliable
facts can be obtained on Stalin’'s
health have an interest far great-
er than mere gossip. Stalin's death
is in fact considered likely to pro-
duce changes in Soviet policy.
The argument for this view is as
follows:

After Stalin is removed from
the world scene, the experts ex-
pect the control of the Soviet un-
ion to pass to a sort of inner com-
mittee of the politburo. Accord-
ing to this theory, Molotov will
be Stalin’'s official heir, inheriting
the outward trappings of leader
of the Soviet state. Beria, mean-
while, will control the MVD—the
changed but unchanging secret
police; the Russian communist
party will be headed by Zdhanov,
hero of the Cominform organiz-
ating meeting; and to Bulganin
will go the leadership of the Rus-
sian military ‘forces. In other
words, while Molotov will get the
trappings of power, the funda-
mental levers of command will be
held by his three juniors among
the politburo inner group.

History teaches, and the experts
believe, that there can be no sta-
bility In this quadripartite division
of the power of an autocratic
state. What is anticipated was sug-
gested by Georgé Kennan, state

planner, In his fa-
mous “Mr. X” article. There will
be a conflict, paralleling the con-
flict that convuised Rome after
the death of Augustus. Then the
Roman imperial house, the sena-
torial plutgeracy, the state bu-
reaucracy and the legions fought
it out together, until only the le-
glons survived to rule the empire.

The inevitable similarities of
the situation that will obtain in
Moscow after Stalin's death are
strikingly obvious, Moreover, in
this modern case, the conflict

should be all the more embittered
by each of the different forms of
state power being personified in

grounded at|

k hence |
nEw W “| ficially adopted, while the NKVD

a single individual. The predic-
tion is that this inner conflict
will rage in the Kremlin from the
day of Stalin’'s funeral for an in-
con-
siderable period. There will pro-
bably be several permutations and
combinations — first three against
one, then two against two, and
s0 on. And at last another sole
ruler will be chosen for the So-
viet union by the ruthless law of
the survival of the fittest.

Poasible Results Many

What interests the experts about
these struggles is, of course, their
probable effect upon the Soviet
state and power. The best pre-
diction is-that the form of the
Soviet state will remain always
outwardly wunaltered, whatever
dark melodrama may be enacted
withim the Kremlin's guarded
walls.

But in such struggles, the start-
ing points, at least ostensibly, are
always disputes over policy. In
the similar contest which took
place after the death of Lenin,
both the Soviet bureaucracy, and
the communist parties at home and
abroad were constantly rent and
riven by policy disputes. These
were chiefly mere outer manifes-
tations of the Stalin - Trotzky
rivalry. Yet the end result was the
temporary crippling of the com-
munist parties outside the Sov-
jet union, and s drastic change
in the Soviet union’s foreign poli-
cy. The Stalin theory of *“Se-
cialism in one country” was of-

hounded all dissenters to the fit-
ting end of heretics.

No wonder BStalin's health is

now a subject of such intense in- |

terest; for his death is also con-
sindered likely to result in another
greal change in the direction of
Saviet policy. No one is predicting
whether the change will be for
better or for worsse, but al are
hoping for the best.

Farm Credit
Group to Meet

Bome 300 farmers of the Wil-
lamette valley and nearby coast-
al area will meet at Legion hall
in Salem Thursday morning for
the annual stockholders’ session
for Willamette Production Credit
association.

The meeting opens at 11 am.
and women of Ankeny Grange
will serve lunch at 11:30.

Membership will elect three di-
rectors to fill the e terms
of E.E A. McCornack, Eugene, E.
W. McMindes, Astoria, and Claude
Buchanan, Corvallis. George H.
Fullenwider, Carlton, and John
W. Ramage, Woodburn, are hold-
over directors.

The local agricultural credit co-
operative, organized under the
farm credit act of 1933, has loaned
over $16,000,000 for production
purposes.

Willamette U. to
Play Host to State

Science Academy

Willamette wuniversity will be
host this week to the sixth an-
nual meeting of the Oregon Acad-
emy of Science on Friday and Sat-
urday.

Dr. D. Curtis Mumford of Ore-
gon State college, who recently
returned from England, will key-
note the meeting with a talk on
“Food and the Future” at 8 pm.
Friday in Waller hall.

At the opening business session
in Waller hall at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Dean Lawrence Riggs of Wil-
lamette will welcome the academy

Warren D. Smith, professor emeri-
tus of geol at the University of
Oregon, will give his ina
address as president-elect the
academy.

Under the direction of Dr. Cecil
R. Monk of Willamette, sectional
meetings in Collins hall will fol-
low at 11 a.m. Sections are being
organized in biology, chemistry,
geography, geology and mathemat-
ICS.

All meetings of the academy,

general and sectional, are open lo
the publiec.

Ford Trucks
To Be Shown

The first public showing in Sa-
lem of the new 1948 model Ford
trucks will take place Friday, Jan-
uary 16, at an “open house” to be
conducted by the Valley Motor
company which will welcome the
public to its showrooms, service,

and accessory and used ve-
les departments.

“Open house” will be in effect
starting at 8 am. and the sales
room will remain opem until 8

pn.

Paul B. Wallace, Valley Motor
operator, said the “open house”
was arranged “because we feel
this is the most important new
truck showing in Ford history.
We are entering the greatest truck
market of all time with the widest
range of models and capacities
Ford has ever produced. We ex-
pect to receive trucks during the
coming months in quantities in-
creased sufficiently to permit us to
meet the heavy demand.”

Jaycees Hear
Robert Jones

Drawing upon a background of
world travel, Robert L. Jones, as-
sistant publisher of the Capital
Journal, advised the Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce at its Tuesday
luncheon *“the only way we in
the U. 8. can maintain our civili-
zation is to have an aggressive
foreign policy.”

Jones recalled his travels
through Europe and Asia follow-
ing his graduation fram Stanford
university in 1998. “After view-
ing the remains of the great civill-
zations of the past,” he continued,
“I'm drawn to the conclusion that
once a nation starts pulling in its
horns it is through.”

Jones emphasized that he is a
“great booster for the Marshall
plan.”

Scout Official to
Conduct Conclave

Mart P. Bushnell, national Boy
Scout training service representa-
tive from Los Angeles, Calif., will
conduct the Cascade council area

Bushnell,

led discussion at the annual

ing of the Cascade area council
training commitiee Monday in the
Willamette university law school
building. A group of
ers from the council’s five districta
will attend the February confer-
ence and later will conduct train-
ing meets on district levels.

Town Meeting to Ask
‘Is Living in Salem Fun?’

Salem's first town meeting pro-
gram this year will open at 8:30
p.m. Thursday In Waller hall on
the Willamette university cam-
pus, on the question, “Is It Fun
to Live in Salem?” 3

Sponsored by the Salem YMCA
and League of Women Voters and
open to the public, the forum on
recreation will have as moderator
Joy Hills, Leslie junior high
school principal. It will be broad-
cast over KOCO,

Radio Repairs
All Makes
Appliance Repairs
roone 9221  rucee
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“ Specialize in
Mad. to
Order Store
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Of All Types

@ Restaurant @ Grocery
® Meat Market @ Tavern
® Drug @ Clothing

KITCHEN CABINETS
WARDROBES
LINEN CLOSETS, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Beavercraft Co.

5756 N. Lancaster
Phone 9414

Hi-Y Clubs to Hold
Father-Son Dinner

Annual father-son banquet of
the three Salem Hi-Y clubs will
be held at 8 o'clock this evening
at Salem high school cafeteria,
with John Lewis, Willamette uni-
versity basketball coach, as prin-
cipal speaker.

According to Jimn Williams, Hi-Y

Donald Riley
Joins Marines

First U. 8. marine corps enlist-
ment in Salem since the end of
the late war fell to Donald E.
Riley, 710 Hollywood ave., who
enlisted Tuesday for four gﬂ.
according to M. Sgt. Louls in-
ter, chief of the marine recruit-
ers here.

Riley, who spent four years in
the army in the Pacific area dur-
ing the last war, left for San
Diego, Calif., “boot camp” this
morning.

The recently-reopened marine

To San Francisce
$8.85 One Way Fare

To Los Angeles
$12.60 One Way Fare

Fares Pims Fodoral Taw
Crmzbes

Z28 M. High Street
Phone 3054

Hew

GREYHOUND

recruiting office at the corner of
Liberty and Ferry streets is 1—
weekdays from 8:30 am. to 4:30
p.m., Sgt. Painter said.

SEARS CATALOGUE OUT

CHICAGO, Jan. llm
nall srier mereinediine Tty
mail r

issued its spring and summer gen-
eral catalogue with the obssrva-
tion that prices averaged 2.8
cent higher than in the

book a year ago.

Let Harry

Tax Payers Attention
Ewing and Sholseth

Tax Consultants

Office Hours — Week Days S to 10 P. M.
Saturday — 2 to 10 P. M.
Located Across from Marion Hotel
at 235 S. Commercial St.

In Herrall-Owens Bldg.

Ewing or Norman Sholseth
Prepare Your Biate and Federal Income Toax
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