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By RICHARD

Truman Ends

Smaller War
Plants Agency

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27-<{F)
President Truman today abolish-
ed the smaller war plants corp,
effective Jan. 28, and shifted its
duties to other agencies as a step
in reorganizing the executive
branch of the government.

The reconstruction finance
corp. gels SWPC's assignment in
surplus disposal activity and its
job ‘of lending money to help
small firms reconvert and expand.
The commerce department fakes
over the expiring agenty's duties
of supplying technical and other
aid _to little businesses. The
changes were made, Mr. Truman
explained, because the govern-
ment “must have a permanent
program to assist small business
to grow and prosper.”

State Highway
Budget Okehed

PORTLAND, Dec. 27-(#—More
than $25,000000 will be spent by
the state highway commission un-

der a 1946 budget adopted here
today.

| Major expenditures:

| Capital outlay including rights-
| of-way, construction, betterments,
| $18,500,000. Maintenance, $6,500,-
| 000. Operations, $1,400,000. Debt
service, $1.221,000. New equip-
ment, $300,000.

“The commission estimated it
would have $35,000,000 available

Merseburg, Allied Priority
Target Now Being Rebuilt

(Editor's note: This is another in a series of stories resulting
| from an eight-day tour of the Russian-occupied zone of Germany
by five American correspondents.) e ST
- BERLIN, Dec. 27.-{(/P)-The giant Leuna synthetic oil plant|
at Merseburg, bombed to a standstill by the allies, has been
restored to 20 per cent of its wartime gasoline production and
is now delivering 200 tons daily
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ing one of the world’s most come|"

plex industrial establishments.
Forty per cent of Leuna was tot-
ally destroyed and about 70 per
eent of it unroofed. A German
expert estimated that it will take
at least five years to restore it to
its former condition.

Leuna is a changed place in
other ways, too. A threeman con-
trol staff from the Russian mili-
tary government, headed by boy-
ish-looking Col. Nikolai Kunyukov
37-year-old ex-combat soldier, has
supplanted the former nazi-ridden
directorate, Under Kunyukhov
works the German manager, Ru-
dolph Augsten, veteran Leuna di-
vision chief, who succeeded to the
directorship when America first
occupied the area.

Leuna is a limited liability cor-
poration whose stock was all
owned by the I. G. Farben in-
dustry. Since allied confiscation
of all Farben's German assets, the
title to Leuna rests with the al-
lied control council for Germany.

“Too Busy’ for
Harbor Post

lincluding $14.900,000 from gaso-
| line_ taxes, license and other fees,
1$13.500000 from the deferred

operation funds.

COLLABORATOR DIES

PEIPING, Dec. 27.—-(#)-Wang
| Keh-min, leading north, China col-
laborator with the Japanese, died

papers asserted resulted from his
inability to obtain opium, to which
he was said to have been ad-
dicted.

TO CHECK COLLABORATION
LINCOLN, Nebr., Dec. 27(#)-
U.S. Attorney General Tom Clark
announced today that justice de-
partment investigators are being
sent to the Philippines and Japan
to check into the activities of col-
laborationists during the war,

| gressional investigation into Pearl
majntenance fund, and approxi- ] ¥
mately $7,000,000 from federal co- | the senate-house committee appar-

| Senator Lucas (D-Ill) that bhe
! didn't want the committee to con-
of an illness which local news- ! sider him for the job because he
i.was too busy, Lucas had suggest-
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® Contingous from 1 P. M. ¢

NOW SHOWING!

ﬁ"- IT'S LARCENY...The way
it will steal your heart!

o 4

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27 —{#)
The week-long recess of the con-

Harbor neared an end today with

ently as far as ever from finding
a new lawyer.

The latest prospect, Weymouth
Kirkland of Chicago, sent word to

ed Kirkland as an attorney whose
“reputation for ability, integrity
and success is on the same high
plane” as that of William D.
Mitchell, retiring counsel.
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Thursday’s supreme court epin-
ion, by Justice.J. O: Bailey, af-
firmed Judge Walter L. Tooze,
Mulitnomah county.

State police reported the theft
of a 1935 Ford coach from the

streets of Dallas Thursday night.
The car is black and carries a

Wash., are the owners of the car.

Cabbie Rests

(Picture on page 1)

paid him $40 each for the ride.

here before dawn today

Circult Judge Martin W. Haw- | F reight Rate Change
Postponed Indefinitely |

27—~
A 10 per cent increase in railroad

freight rates for the northeast
and an equal cut for rates in the
south and west were postponed

WASHINGTON, Dec.

indefinitely today.

Followin g Trip

NEW YORK, Dec. 27-{#—Har-
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Four of the leathernecks arrived
after
dropping off one of their buddies

The irterstate commerce com-
mission authorized the railroads
to delay the rate adjustments
pending federal court action on
ICC's May 15 order changing the
rates. The new tariffs bhave been
scheduled to go into effect Jan. 1.

Sacramento .

Patrols kept vigil over Sacramen-
to river levees ftonight, as “the
siream rose toward a dangerous
level after a week of almost in-
cessant rain throughout notthern
California. -

California today, and the weather
bureau forecast intermittent

ing of the patrols was a “normal
procedure” whenever there is a
sharp rise.

Sacramento said the river had
reached 37.8 feet at Knight's land-
ing and was expected to reach

urday.

Lack of Housing
| Halts OSC Enrollment

Lack of housing today halted win-
ter termn enrollment of men and

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 27T-(®P)

Raia fell in most of northern |demt of the

The US. weather bureau at

the warning stage of 38 feet Sat-

CORVALLIS, Dec. 21. —(#)

married students at Oregon State

college.

Officials said a few more wo-
men can be asccommodated for the
term opening Jan. 2, but others
cannot be accepted unless they are
able to find their own living quar-
ters.

Too Late 1o Classify

WANTED to rent: § bedroom unfur-
nished house. Phone G481,

ELARGE size woed ecirculator, cast
iron. Good condition. Phone 7080.
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SPECIAL
CELEBRATION

No Advance in Prices

Crystal
Gardens

Dances
Every Wednesday and
Saturday Nights
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How Well Has

HIGHER
WAGES
Here's how General Electric’s increased

production and efficiency have affected
G-E workers. Average hourly earnings

for men, not including overtime pay,-

have gone up as follows:
WIS cciiencsinisimnsonnsl $ .12
WD i i 13
1937 .. . B
1938 ... 87
1939 ... . B8
140 oo 85
TOAE liivisinermmsinpessrosss 89
L - S SRS = 26
W e 105
T IR Skt 109
1945 (Sept) .........co...... 1.09

LOWER
PRICES

G.E. has an obligation to a second group
of people—thé public. The public wants
improved products at fair prices.
“More goods for more people at less
cost” —G.E.’s goal—is not a part-time
assignment. It is a job for management
and worker alike if G. E. is Jo keep

g et koop maki
jobs for more workers.

A few figures show typical price de-

creases:;

Refrigerator . ..... 1935 $193.00

1941 12995

Lamp ........ .: 1935 A5

1845 10

PLUS TAX)

Yransformer ...... 1935 76.32

' 1941 69.30

Motor .. ........1835 1280

1941 &30

Radle .... .....183% 4750

™ 2195

General Electric Met
~ These Objectives?

FAIR
PROFITS

G.E. during the war earned 4.7¢ on each
dollar of sales. Of this, 4.1¢ was paid to
its more than 200,000 stockholders, and
the remaining six-tenths of a cent on
each dollar was retained in the business
to assist in carrying on and expanding
its operations.

* All money earned over this 4.74
was tumed back to the U. 8. Govern-
ment. G-E cost-saving methods had
made war goods for less money than the
Government expected.

Thuadividenthhanbmmidpg

share of common stock since 1935:

- PCRESET  ht $.70
i S 150
- SRS 220
- Dt S 30
[ e T 140
| PSS At 185
L Yo Pl 175
e NIRRT 140
IS i e 140
. ISR S 140
S O 150

GENERAL ELECTRIC'S OBJECTIVE is to keep prices moving downward, keep wages
going up, and to earn a fair profit. This calls for volume production, more efficient work
and methods. With the help of every single employee, General Electric believes it can
show our country, as it did in wartime, an example of American enterprise at its best.
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