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U.S. to Observe
Greek Election

¢lection observers in a project be-
history.

* | dwelling blaze at Meriden.

|ened by the fact that in part of
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1000 GIs

a March On - f'

Traffic Wrecks
Account for
Over 14 of Dead

By the Associaled Press

The death toll for the nation’s
Christmas holiday weekend
neared the 300 mark last night
with more than one-half of the
fatalities due to traffic accidents.
Fires accounted for about 50 ad-
ditional victims, while other vio-
lent deaths from miscellaneous
causes totaled 76.

Violent deaths in Texas over
the holiday period accounted for
nearly one-sixth of the country’s
violent deaths.

The outstanding accident was a
hospital fire in Hartford, Conn.,
Christmas Eve which was caused

Oregon marked up three holi-
day deaths Monday night and
Tuesday, One traffic fatality was
reported here yesterday — the

th of Isadore A. Lamb, 486,

ck by a car which failed to
as he stood waiting for a
his arms laden with Christ-
gifts.
FPolice sald witnesses told them
molorist was on the wrong
gide of the sireet. The impact
hurled Lamb's body 79 feet.

Two additional holiday deaths
wera listed Monday night. An-
drew Allen, 82, died while eating
a family Christmas Eve dinner,
A four-story fall from an apart-
ment house window was fatal to

EEREE

g

on a davenport.

A number of persons died of
exposure in several states. The
traffic toll apparently was light-

the northern section of the coun-

By Desi gners

NEW YORK, Dec. 25-(#)-Mrs.
Stanley Mortimer was named the
best dressed woman in the world
for the second consecutive year
today while the Duchess of Wind-
sor, who made last year’'s list “by
the skin of her teeth,” moved up
to fifth place.

The selections were announced
by the New York Dress Institute
which conducts an annual poll {o
select the world's -best dressed
woman,

The list:

Mrs. Stanley Mortimer, the
former Barbara Cushing, sister of
Mrs. John Hay Whitney and Mrs.
Vincent Astor.

Mrs. Byron Foy, daughter of
the late Walter Chrysler. Mrs.
Foy was second last year.

Mrs. Millicent Rogers, New
York socialite.

Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett, wife of |
the opera star.

The Duchess of Windser.

Mrs. George Schlee, fashion de-
signer known professionally as
Valentina,

Mrs. Harry Hopkins, the for-
mer Louise Macy.

Rosalind Russell, film star.

Mrs. Robert Sammoff, the for-
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Isle Japs
To Hang

KWAJALEIN, M

25+()-Rear Adm.
Sakaibara, former Japan€ése com-
mander of Wake during the occu-
pation, was sentenced to death by
hanging today along with his ex-
ecutive officer, Lt. Comdr. Soichi
Tachbana, for the mass execution
of 98 American civilian employes
of Pah-Amerjcan Airways Oct. T,
1943, -

A U. S. military commission
sentenced the two — Sakaibara
admitted he ordeed theé execu-
tions = after Sakaibara declared
in an outburst that these who
conducted the atomic bomb at-
tacks on Japan should be re-
garded as criminals of war.

“Now as we are about to re-
ceive the decision of the Ameri-
can court” the admiral said, “I
weould like to make a reguest that
the people who planned #nd car-
ried out the dropping of atomic
bombs on Japan should be re-
garded in the same light as we.”

The two defendants were held
responsible for orders which sent
the ilian prisoners of war to

qur were marched to a lonely
beach: in moonlight and mowed
down by rifle squads while blind-
folded and shackled.

share, this view. :

Denver’s City Hall
Picketed by Veterans

DENVER, Dec. 25. —{(#) More
than 100 veterans signs
reading “we can’t live in foxholes
here” and “what about those war-
time promises” picketed Denver's
city hall today in a demanstration
against the housing shortage.

The demonstration was sponsor-
ed by the American vetetans com-
mittee. Several of the veterans
were accompanied by their wives
and e¢hildren. ;

e

Sd Yanks Join in Entertainment on Pier

Congressman
Meets Death
By Gas Fumes

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25.-(P)
Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald:
said tonight he issued a certificate
of suicide in the asphyxiation

son ' Erwin, 44, North

-. t. ! i .
‘ws body was found at 1:15
p.m, today in his gas-filled kitchen
and! Dr. MacDonald said death

death of Congressman Joseph Wil-
Caxclina,

Solon Proposes
Public Take Risk
For British Loan

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25~()

occurred sometime Christmas eve
night.

The discovery was made by a
close friend, Theron L. Caudle,
assistant attorney general] and his
son, Theron, jr., who were ealling
to pick Ervin up for Christmas
dinner at their home. A note on
the doorstep addressed to the el-
der Caudle warned them the house
would be full of gas.”
Caudle, chief of the justice de-
pariment’s criminal investigation
bureau, told a reporter that the
freshman congressman from Char-
lotté was slumped over in a chair
with a pistol and a straight-edged
razgr in his hand. . .
. Ervin, Caudle related, had just
beeh released from Walter Reed
armly general hospital. He had
fallen outside his home several
days ago injurying again a leg
which had undergone five opera-

tions for osteomylitis, a bone dis-
ease. .

Harry Truman as he arrived at
his home at 8 o'clock (Eastern
Standard Time) after a Bazardous
airplane flight in wintry weather
from the nation's capital.

The president had landed at the
Kansas City municipal at
5:55 o'clock after a 5 I and
ute trip through leaden
showered sleet and rain
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President Braved ?Rough Flight
To Be Home For Christmas

St. Louis, before it landed at Kan-
sas; City.

The sun peeked out from under
the overcast just before “The
Cow” came over the field. Despite
the clearing weather here, mem-
bers of the presidential party said
the flight had been very rough,
particularly in the latter stages.

Attendants at the field unload-
ed perhaps 15 or 20 more Christ-
uiappacka‘utrmthephne.

.| semi-annually.

there
er payment

Chinese Reds
Prevare Truce

rd

CHUNGEKING, Dec. 25 -(/) -
Strife-torn China hoped this
Christmas day for a New Year's
truce between central government
and communist forces as a prelude
to unity talks slated for January.

A communist spokesman said
the communists would submit in
writing tomorrow their wverbal
proposal of December 19 for an
unconditional truce freezing troops
of both sides in present positions.

Although a flat halt in fighting
was not regarded here as so sim-
ple as might appear on the sur-
face, the communist proposal was
considered important because it
represented a withdrawal from
the earlier demand that govern-
ment troops return to points they
occupied when Japan surrendered.

MAC ORDERS STATISTICS
TOKYO, Wednesday, Dec. 26—
(F-A directive by General Mac-
Arthur today ordered 11 Japanese
offices and agencies to maintain
weekly statistics in order to give
an up - to -idate picture of
Japan's economy. Previous statis-
tics were monthly, quarterly or

25—(P)-Secre-
| tary of state James F., Byrnes is
pleased with accomplish- |~

Byrnes Highly
Pleased With
Meet Results

By Eddie Gilmore
MOSCOW, Deec.

highly
ments of the Moscow Yoreign min-

longest meeting of their Moscow
sessions in Speridonifka palace at
4 pm. (8 am. Eastern Standard
Time) and were still deliberating
at 9:30 pm. (1:30 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time).

A highlight of the conference,
which at all times has been con-
ducted in at atmosphere of ex-
treme cordiality, was the an-
nouncement on Christmas eve that
Byrnes, British foreign
Emest Bevin and Soviet foreign
commissar V. M. Molotov had ar-
rived at a compromise accord on
the procedure for drafting the
European peace settlement.

It was Secretary Byrnes' sug-
gestion to announ¢e to the world
the news of the | agreement on
Christmas eve. Molotov and Bevin
were said to have been delighted
with the idea.

MRS. PATTON RETURNS
WASHINGTON, Dec. 25.-(%)-
Mrs. George S. Patton, jr., landed
here in an army plane at 1:32 p.
m. EST today, completing a fast
trip home from the funeral of
her famous husband in Luxem-

| Trip East

Speeded
For Vets

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25-(F)
Many thousand Americans who
fought in foreign and strange Jands
and won, spent Christmas day on
their native soil today thankfully
and joyously although still far

In all the great ports of the Pa-
cific seaboard soldiers and sail-
ors and marines just home from
war,  became special guesis in
private homes, in club and lodges.

They longed to be home with
their own families but bore cheer-
fully the fact that servicemen were
retlurning in such tremendous
numbers railroads could not han-
rle them., .

Trains were'moving men east-
to their homes at a better
than heretofore. The South-
Pacific checked on its trans-
rail lines and found
that about 84 per cent of passen-
gers were servicemen.

“Holel Ships"”

were thousands of par-
r the veterans from Seattle

|

In San Francisco 42,000 were
stalled Christmas guests. The port
of embarkation said this number
would be reduced speedily, as only
18,000 motre are due up to Jan. 1,
just about twice the number that
arrived yesterday alone. Railroads
were moving out about 5000 a day.
75,000 in L. A.

Lev Angeles played host to
about 75,000 veterans.

In military hospitals, army and
navy patients received speeciel at-
tention in keeping with the sea-
son. Many of the men decorated
their casts with “Merry Christ-
mas” tags and signs.

Los Angeles was the only west
coast port able to clear all veter-
ans from ships at anchor or dock-
ed. San Francisco had four “hotel
ships,” with another, the SS Lub-
bock, coming in today. Similar
conditions prevailed in the Seat-
tle area. There simply wasn't
room ashore for the volume of men
arriving.

Special relifious services were
well attended today. About 800
men attended a midnight Christ-
mas mass at pier 45 in San Fran-
cisco. In all cities churches had

bourg.

special welcomes for the men.

Army Praises Boy’s Dog as

Hero, With Tongue in Cheek

| By ISABEL CHILDS

{ City Editor, The Statesman

In Salem, Christmas, 1945, was
many things.
The Birthday of the King was

:

[

Yule Affects Salem in Vari

were sold out long before the. day,:
and little of the old-type Christ-
mas mix was available.

Christmas, was chicken, rather
than turkey, for a majority of the
-diners at the one major restaurant
which open in down-
But the customers
made their own selection, because
there was turkey sufficient.
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Garrison

Another Mass
Meeting Planned
For Wednesday

By John Grover

diers marched on the 21st replace-

ment depot headquarters today in

protest against cancellation of a

mncheduled trapsport sailing for
e.

The scldiers- carried banners
proclaiming, “We want ships.”

They were met by Col. J. C.
Campbell, depot commander. He
ordered them to return to their
barracks. After listening to a brief
talk by the colonel, the men milled
around for about ten minutes, then
filtered back to their quarters. A
spokesman for the men said an-
other mass meeting protest would
be held Wednesday.

Cancellation of assignment of
the transport Admiral Sims preci-
pitated the demonstration. Colonel
Campbell explained the transport
was withdrawn in connection with
consolidation of the 21st and 20th
replacement depots. The Daily
Pacifican, army newspaper, gquot-
ed Campbell as saying:

“You men forget you're not
working for General Motors. You
are still in the army.”

Petrillo Bans
Foreign Radio-
Musicin U.S. E

CHICAGO, Dec. 25 Ameri-
can radio stations have been told
to ban all musieal programs or-
iginating in all foreign countries
$xcept Canada, James C, Petrillo,
president of the AFL American
Federation of Musicians, said to-
day. The edict becomes effective
Dec. 31.

Petrillo said fhe order is being
reinvoked to protgct the American
musician against foreign compe-
tition,” he declared, “tha’ through
international short wave radio a
foreign musician could displace an
American’s services without en-
tering the United States.”

He said that the ban is not new,
that there has been an under-
standing between the union and
the radio stations before the war
to stop the foreign musical pro-
grams but “during the war "the
AFM waived its objections to net-
work broadcasts of programs em-
anating from foreign countries,
even though music for these pro-
grams was furnished by musicians
who are not members of the
American Federation of Musi-
m.t!

French Drop

Value of Frane

PARIS, Dec. 25-(#)-The French
government announced tonight
that it had cut the value of the
franc by more than half, setting
it at 110.10669 to the dollar, and
480 to the pound sterling.

Devaluation of the frane, which
since the liberation, has been
pegged at 50 to the dollar and 200
to the pouhd, will take effect to-
morrow with publication of the.
decree in the official government

7

L

Members of the constituent as-
sembly forecast last week the
franc would be reduced in value
as a step toward full scale re-
sumption of international trade.

Slide Halts Vets
Eastward Trip
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