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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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On The Credit Side

S0 much of American naval strategy of World
War Il already has been disclosed that it seems
only fitting now to bring out a major instance
which shows how the utmost use was made
of the fortunate code-breaking early in the
hostilities of the Pacific.

The Pearl Harbor probe in Washington has
brought out testimony to the effect that Ad-
miral Halsey's fleet—if it could be called such,
when compared to the immeasurable greater
strength later in the war—was 3000 miles or
more from Midway when first knowledge was
obtained of Japan's plan to conquer that stra-
tegic island.

As a matter of fact, the fleet—barren of bat-
tleships and with hardly a fourth of the strength
of the east-bound units of Nippon—was more or
less idling off the coast of the New Hebrides,
on the edge of the Coral sea. It had arrived in
" the area some 72 or more hours too late to get
in that fracar several hundred miles 1o the
north and west.

Four days after the Coral sea battle, Halsey's
units were joined by a few ships which had
participated. The combined force then moved
northward wuntil one afternoon in mid-May,
1942, Tokyo radio was heard broadcasting a
surprisingly accurate description of the fleet
and its location. A high-flying Japanese plane
from the Solomons apparently had sighted it,
and it s probable Halsey had deliberately
moved within Jap-patrol distance to make such
possible. :

Anyway, American fleet units then steamed
directly south and for all the Japs knew—or
even the correspondents aboard, for that matter
=it was heading for Noumea or Australia. At
least it seemed to pose no threat to the Japa-
nese plan at Midway far to the north.

But the southward course was changed late
one night. In a wide sweep to the east, and then
north, the fleet raced to Pearl Harbo:, dropped
off Admiral Halsey, who was ill, spent 38 hours
refueling and taking on supplies—then steamed
northwest of Midway to lay the ambush which
paid off in & major Nippon disaster when ships
of the Rising Sun were battered and sunk in
# Maming sttack by planes from American car-
riers while the Japs' own air strength was
being fought by the army and marines based
on Midway.

If ever there was coordination of crypto-
graphy and al} our service arms, it was at Mid-
way: where strategy and the will to gamble
against great odds kept the mid-Pacific secure
and paved the way for the great offensives later
on.

The Pearl Harbor probe so far is succeeding
mostly in rattling a lot of skeltons and giving
away a lot of vital information without bringing
out specifieally the accounts on the credit side
of the ledger. It's about time some black ink
showed through the red

Chance in a .\Iillion-i,os—t

The court martial of Capt. Charles McVay
of the lost cruiser Indianapolis =npparently
points out that the impossible ean n.ppen and
that someone must be blamed,

It is too early in proceedings yet to judge
whether the caplain disobeyed specific orders
to zig-2ag or whether such orders provided
him with a legal latitude for personal judgment
. In the matter. He must have erred, all right,
a2 the tragic deaths of more than 800 men
bear mute testimony, and little sympathy for
him will go out from  the families so sadly
bereaved. But navy men will watch the trial
with keen interest as a guide to the future.

Zig-zagging was a common practice in the
combatl zomes throughout the war. It made a
ship far less a target, forced a submarine to
revealing maneuvers, cut the chances of leaving
8 too-clear trail with debris. But it also re-
duced compass speed, was & hazard with other
ships in the Immediate vicinity when the vis-
Ibility was 2eve, frequently was halted during
darkness if fleets were moving at a pace faster
than & submarine could follow.

If failure to zig-zag ig blamed for the last
July 30 loss of the Leyte-bound Indianapolis,
considerable blame also could attach itsell to
many another commander who was more for-
tunate in bringing his ship through. Zig-zagging
was mandatory during the most dangerous
hours of dewn and dusk, in almost all areas,
when ships were all-too-well silhouelted
agninst the sky. But ships other than the In-

If the captain is convicted of a direct dis-
obeying of orders it probably will go hard with

him. If his actions after the ship was hit were
.'not in the best keeping of naval traditions,
he won"t punishment. But many a navy

escape

. man still would like to know just what mathe-
chance there would be for a fast ship
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Truman Favors Unification :
President Truman has sent a very strgng
message to congress in support of the propesal
for unification of the war and navy depart-
ments into a single department of national fe-
fense, Thus he takes a-stand alongside the
army and in opposition to the navy which hzs
fought strenuously against consolidation of the
departments. The navy has feared it will be
swallowed up or minimized in such a combinha-
tion and is said to fear also possible loss of
control of its air arm. Truman proposes a single
department with equality of rating among land,
sea and air forces. ' §
The weight of opinion seems strongly to

favor consolidation, although the navy's many

friends hate to see it come. THe experience of
the last war has proved pretty well that too
great division of responsibility and authority
prevents the proper coordination of effort
needed in military operations. Cases have been
cited where unity of command in the field did
not work well, but this does not deny the
value of unity; instead it emphasizes it. 5
The admirals, loyal to their branch of the
service, are doubtless entirely sincere in their
opposition to unification, but what must be
considered is the national defense as a whole.
That, it seems, would be strengthened greatly
by consolidation of the services into a single
department. ’
Consolidation will not do away with jeal-
ousies and contentions. We have plenty of those
within a department or bureau now, but it
should under able administration coordinate
operations with resulting great savings of mjon-
ey and increase of effectiveness of the military
forces. The recognition proposed for the  air
forces is timely, because all signs point to:the
probability that the next war, if it comes, will
be primarily a war which uses the air as its
chief medium. i
Congress will do well to complete its hear-
ings on the unification measure and adopt it
at an early date, so the necedsary reorganiza-

tion may get under way.
—

Second City

Did Vanport City ever become the se¢ond
largest city in Oregon? It was built on a scale
to accommodate between 30,000 and 40,000
persons; but as we understand it was never
completely occupied. We question therefore
if it ever exceeded Salem in population. Now
of course Vanport's population is decliffing.
Salem needn't be too smug, however, for Eu-
gene has been barging ahead due to expansion
of the lumber industry there.

The circulation manager of the Medford
Mail-Tribune computes Medford's present pop-
ulation at 16,812, which brings the city up to
where it thought it was in 1910, if the circula-
tion manager has a better grade of verd'city
than CMs did in 1910. ' ]

Interpreting
The Day’s News

By John Roderick _
(Substituting for James D. White)

YENAN, China, Dec. 19.—(#)-The “inscrutable”
Chinese? That's just another old, romantic notion—
a myth that westerners have taken far too long
to correcl -

Listen, with us, to Ko Chung-ping, and watch
his Yangko dancers perform. You'll realize, as we
did, that Chinese are people, after all; and they
laugh and cry just like people in Kennebunk port
or Santa Barbara. s

Ko, the 45-year-old chairman of cultural groups
in this border region, is shy but warm and vivae.
ious. Above his straggling beard and thin mustache
he peers with bright, merry eyes. When he smiles,
his mouth widens over rows of uneven teeth, and
when he talks his voice is low, aimost inaudible<—
as though he were apologizing for presuming to
make his opinions public. i :

That is the Ko of everyday life.

Poetry Major Love . :

But as we sit in & Yenan guest house with our
feet toasting on a chacoal brazier, the idletalk
turng to poetry, his major love, and Ko becomes
a new man. He talks now withput hesitancy; his
thin, expressive hands puncutate his sp as
he tells of his poems, “Songs in the Night” and
others, written for the communist party.

Finally, shyness overcome by urging, he sagrees
to recite. And in the wavering light of the candles
he begins the first stanza of “To the Comrages.”

We forget we are in one of the most desolate
regions of the world, a few hundred miles from
the Gobi desert. Ko's voice rises loud and clear
into song—then like water against a rock,
to the still level of  ordinary speech. To the
western ear, this half-song, half-recitation to which
the Chinese language is so admirably adapted
strange and compelling. : i

His listeners feel that here Is a medi
to European and American art. In Ko's
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Is powerful. His hearers join in his urge to rally

against the Japanese, to dje defending the Ia
and then he sits down, half-smiling, half4
he has been too obtrusive, it |
Adapted Folklore ‘ - " |
Cultural workers of the ecommunist
China, when they first came to this region in 1037,

social motifs were woven into the
pageantry. §
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He Knows What He Wants

12, 1869 but had lived in Halsey
for the past 50 years. He was
president of the Halsey State bank
which he had helped organize in
1910,

In June, 1895, he was married
to Etta May Drinkard who died
last July. The ccuple had observ-
ed their golden weding annivers-
ary last year ./hile both were
confined to a Corvallis hospital.

magic, the Book of Mormon and
its authorship, the settlements in
Independence and Far West and
Nauvoo, run-ins with the law,
presidential campaign, belief in
plural marriages despite Smith's
first wife’s objections . . . . Mrs.
Brodie says Mormon leaders now
prefer to “forget the magnificent

News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Dec. 19—
Does Russia want war? I am
confident she does not. The in-
ner portent of
events clearly
says she want-
ed to conquer
Europe and
Asia for com-
munism, or her
current arbi-
trary socialist
B equivalent. We
3 can only judge
by what she
has said and
done, plus her

apparent self interest.

She has pursued the policy of
taking as much as she can get
without stepping over the line
into overt belligerency. She has
used her troops in the Baltic
and Balkans, revolution in Iran,
treaties in China and diplomacy
in Japan, Italy, France and our

, occtupation areas. Her purpose
does not vary: her tactics are
adjusted to locale.

I do not for one moment be-
lieve any Russian official con-
siders capitalistic democracy su-
perior to arbitrary socialism. I
think they expect the world lo
come to dictatorial socializm.
Capitalism Has Troubles

But they also see democratie
capitalism is having its troubles.
Britain is bent upon a labor
party socialism under modified
capitalism and a parliament —
for the next step at least.
(Churchill claims they will have
1o make it dictatorial eventually
in order to make it work.)

We have a debt around 300
billion dollars, a drag which
capitalism has never tried to
carry before, and we have a
confused people. The Rus<iang
may well figure they can wait
as far as we are concerned while
picking up power in Europe and
Asia.

QOur foreign policy has hewed
o on& line. We have defended
our hopes for postwar through
United Nations organization and
its modified Atlantic  charter
background: and wp have re-
sisted éncroachments upon this
hope by Russia or Britain. We
have tried appeasement, wait-
‘ing. money, gifts and pressure
with limited, if not discouraging
results. Peace has not been ful-
filled. ¥

Pau: Mallon

Isolationism, War “Out”

We have not tried isolation
or war, and will not voluntarily.
Russian diplomacy is not likely
to force us into either eventual-
ity, for plain reasons, namely
these:

In the final depth of our own
ideology we represent in this
world a basic God-fearing prin-
ciple. In us, it manifests itseif
generally as a belief in Chris-
tian social faith,

But the confucionists and the -

Mohammedans are also God °
fedring. They have leaned
sharply toward our political

policy in the postwar events. In

the matter of communism or "

Russianism they are naturally
our diplomatic allies.

Marx fundamentally and
rightly realized the state ideal
could not be erected among the
God-fearing. Russia wuses the
orthodox politically, alternately
as a football and foreign pres-
tige builder (Balkans), but bas-
ic ‘arbitrary socialism holds for
the long run with Marx,
Pressure Is Upen Us

There are said to be 220,000,-
000 Mohammedans in this
world; 338,000,000 Roman Cath-
olics; 135,000,000 Protestants,
and 15,000,000 Jews, (with ma-
jorities naturally antagonistic to
stale dominated religions).

Certainly a great many peo-
ple like our world influence
more than any other, and ap-
preciate that upon our leader-
ship rests the world hope of
all the God-fearing. We can
hardly return to isolationism, if
we wished. We have assumed a
world responsibility, and the
pressure of it will be upon us.

Our desire for peace, based
on freedom of the individual,
has thrown us into conflict with
the policy of Russia and involv-
ed us in incongruities which be-
wilder our people.

Mr. Truman told China he
would keep our troops there
only until the Japs were demo-
bilized, warning Chiang Kai-
Shek to take the revolting com-
munists and other parties into
the Chinese govermment, prom-
ising credits and economic help
if this is done.

Revolution Saceessful .

Contrariwise and simultan-
eously, Moscow announces suc-
cessful conclusion of a commun-

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty

ist revolution in Iran, a nation
she occupies. The difference in
procedure is otherwise appar-

ent,

Mr. Truman denounces “one-
party government,” rightly con-
sidering it dietatorship, in China,
while one-party rule still con-
trols Russia and is being ex-
tended by Russia through the
Baltic, Balkans and a one-party
revolution in Iran. Is it possi-
ble for our people to be other

than confused?

What do we
pease? or war?

do then?

Russia by  appeasement,

our principles. On the
hand, we ¢ould not
Russia,

Course Beems Clear

The course required of wus
seems clear, We must defend
our principles and resist Russia
politically — with politics, By
superior statesmanship, ingenu-
ity and by all other means in
accord with our principles, we

must resist.

We must resist Britain when
ghe deviates from our principle
(Java). Aboye all, we must re-
sist ourselves, when our people
wish 1o escape principles for

peace.

This nation desires to go back
more than
anything else. If we could just |}
and -
get our boys back home and safe
we would be happy and world
politics could go hang. We all

to sleep in peace,

have world disarmament

want this.
Peace of Responsibility

Yet do you not plainly see the
peace to which we have come
in our victory is not that kind
of peace? By its very nature it
has become a peace of respon-
sibility; an unfulfilled peace; a

peace to be maintained.

You and | did not make it
this way. We cannot un-make

it. The world is that way.

can be different in the future
only as we work to make it

different.

Truth does not jump out eag-
er to confront you at every cor-
it
delu-
pions, artifices — these devices
are not only served to you free-
ly; your hopes can be played
upon against your own inter-
ests i

ner. You must seek to find
Propaganda; deception,

We must daily establish more
firmly an American foreign pol-
fcy based om our agreed prin-
ciple alone, and pursue it with-

out apology or exceptions.

Ap-
: Both courses
are unthinkable. We cannot win
and
know this. We can buy delay; |
we cannot purchase devotion to
other
conguer
if we wanted to, and
we do not want to. How then?

immoderation with which he ful-
filled the new marriage cove-
nant.”

But this book is important not
merely as biography but also as
a picture of a lurid, violent,
heartless and intolerant frontier,
Americans could be vicious and
brutal; what they did to Mor-
mons was what Hitler did to
Jews.

The author worked on an Al-
fred A. Knopf fellowship; it paid
off handsomely.
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years accompanist for singing
at the weekly Iluncheon club
meeting, was called to the head
table by R. L. Elfstrom, president,
to receive the club’s Christmas
remembrance.

Civil Service
Exam Complete

Written tests for a full-time di-
rector of the state civil service
commission have been completed
and selection of the official pro-
bably will be announced within
the next two or three weeks, J. N.
Chambers, commission chairman,
reported here Wednesday.

Oral examinations will follow
| shortly. There originally were 36
applicants for the job but this
number later dwindled to 22. The
director will be selected from the
three applicants scoring highest
in the examinations. The office
| will carry a salary of $5000 a year,

Gem-like wrist watches
—some set with dia-
monds, some demurely
Victorian, others gaily
‘ modern. They're made
by famous American

and European waich
houses.
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NO MAN ENOWS MY HISTORY, by

Fawn M. Brodie (Knopf; $)

Joseph Smith, businessman,
drinker, wrestler, politician and,
a husband
many times pver, is the subject

the author claims,

of this biography.

Mrs, Brodie had the advantage

tensely across the footlights, and
‘ gvery curtxin is a thrill.
It Latter Day Saints . . . they

. ancestors, who in [Illincis and
_ Missouri persecuted the seer and
. believable ferocity.

‘ The lay reader will be inter-
‘ested in the facts about Smith:
‘birth in Vermont, removal to
upper ! search
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