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Seems rea
that he actually is home. Bu, almost unbelievably, he is. And his
story, requested by the Statesman, provides an outstanding addition
to the historical sagas of life and death which made up World War II.
Barnum was on Guam when war broke out, and his story starts

from there. It is not easy for him

“It wasn’t bard for the Japs to take Guam. We didn’t have much

for defense™
but without rancor. “They took
over without too much trouble.
We were kept on Guam for a

month. Then 450 of us, in addi- |

tion to civillans and six nurses,
were loaded on the Argentina
Maru for. a trip to Japan.

“At Osaka we got rice, a very
little fish and some vegetables
boiled in soup. It could not have
sustained us alone. Our treatment
was not as brutal as in some stor-

fes I've heard, but we took our:

" beatings with clubs, belts and

work, We tried to do the best we
ecould. But they wanted things
done eLletly their way, with no
regard to what we thought was
efficienty. The guards were un-
educated and very stubborn. But
at least ‘we could get by with
more than could the Jap civilians,
both in getting food and in minor
rule infractions.

Food Even Worse

“After three months at Osaka,
we were transferred to Himeji, a
prison camp operated by a steel
mill near Kobe. Four hundred
survivors of Bataan and Corre-
gidor joined us there. They were
in far worse shape than we were.
¥ood dropped off even more, with
the additional mouths to feed, and
the winter of 1942-43 was really
tough. "Men would fall by the
roadside going to and from steve-
dove work. They were beaten
with guns. Many were skin and
bones. \Most everyone lost at
least 35 %0 40 peunds in weight.
Deaths were common.

“Things finally got so bad that,
in order to get any work done, the
Jap army quartermaster depart-
ment got us food. But it always
Was scarce, from the time we
went to Himejl in 1942, until we
left there in June 15, 1945. Acci-
dental deaths were numerous, too,
because the men could not move

medicine to combat beri-beri, ma-
laria and gther jlinesses the pris-
oners from the Philippines had.

“Things got a lttle better after
the army helped supply us, about
a half aftef we went
But clothing al
te—we'd_ get
after cold weather
had to wear it until
summer was on in full
lived in two barracks
barrs, 240 to a barn,
a little heat from coke
night and morning. We
in bunks in tiers of two. To
warm with available blan-
men often slept in one
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“Last June we were sent to
Fushiki about 300 miles north of
Kobe—150 of us in each small
Pullman which was blacked out.
We almost suffocated. The men
slept in baggage racks or stand-
Ing up. There wasn't room to
move around.
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ependenee Man Survives |
Prison Beatings, Starvation;
Home Seems ‘Hardly

he recalls glumly | =
£ o
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Real’

to Chief Radioman  Dén Barnum,

to tell it. But he tells it well,
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Don Barnum

They dropped us their own (the
crews’ personal cigarets, and they
did so0 many stunts we knew they
must have been as happy as we
were,

“Thdt plane couldn't land there.
But i another 10 d&%§ some army
bombers came over and landed a
few miles away. The crews came
to the prison camp to remove our
fll and wounded — and to say
there were tears in our eyes at
this first contact with Americans
in years is to put it all-too-mildly.

Feod From the Skies

“And before that the bombers
had dropped us more food than
we could have used in a year.
There is no describing the feelings
of those few days before the
Swiss consul finally came to the
camp and arrangements were
made to take us to Tokyo. A
small guard of Jap police pro-
tecled us en route. We reached

Tokyo safely and, to our inde- by, his

scribable joy, were delivered into
American hands.”

And that is Barnum's story. He
believes the Japanese " ivilians
were ready for peace two Years
ago., “They didn't want to con-
tinue the war, but everything in
the country was firmly in. the
hands of the military. No -one
could do anything about it” .

Barnum also says that while all
the news received in prison was
Japanese propaganda, “there was
more truth in their stories of giv-
ing our navy and army a bad
time than we were willing to be-
lieve. But the Jap civilisns were
far more gullible than anyone
else.”

lo;dv- 200 Letlers

The naval radioman while imn
Japan received more than 200 let-
ters and 70 pictures from his fam-
ily, Including his wife, Doris, and
son, Richard, both of Independ-
ence, as well as his parents and
other relatives. He has two broth-
ers, Lee of Salem and Gordon L.,
who served in the Tunisian cam-
paign and now has returned to
San Francisco from duty on am
LST in the Pacific, and a sister,
Mrs. 8. J. Patterson, whose hus-
band served as chief radioman in
the 2nd battle of the Philippines.

One Red Cross box and per-
sonal package were received each
year in the Jap prisons. Much of
their contents, as well as Bar
num's clothes, were traded for
food to sustain life.

“And I'm home with my fam-
ily even in time to watch my son
grow up" Barnum said. slowly in
concluding the story which even
to him seems like a bad dream.

Rome Inherited from Greece the

Tayl
Slated Monday

Servicgs for Charles H. Taylor,
resident of the Sunnyside-district
for the past 38 years, who died
at his home Friday, will be held
from thé Clough-Barrick chapel
Monday at 1030 a.m.

Born in Jollytown, Pa., in 1863,
he went west as a young man and
farmed in Oklahoma, Washington
and Oregon. He was a member
of the First Christian ¢hurch of
Salem far over 30 years and also
held membership in the Liberty
Grange. |

Survivors include the widow,
two daughters, Mrs, Glen Barnett
of Murrysville, Pa., and Mrs. Lyle
Rea of Balem; four sons, Sol B,
Paul H, D. B. and Crales L. Tay-
tor, all of Salem; a brother, Mor-
ris Tayler of Pinebank, West Va.;
six grandsons and a granddaugh-
ter. 1
Public Records
CIRCUIT COURT
L o b
Co.; an.l'goqr Western Paper Con-
;um over trlclu’?mmh- b?.l‘.i
that thetracks fill- a ‘need
in ; cites various city (
O Frederic M. Youag wad ook et
ness & N'Bae-.reh. Inc. wva sta

fax commission; answer denies that
short form statute as it

Busi-

nie D. Patterson;
more definite and certain.
Mildred E. Nesbitt vs Bert M. Nes-"

bitt; complaint £ divorce charg
cruel and gmmor and ﬂ‘;

by endant,
Henry  Palmer ws Rarl Nutfer and
Bernicia' Nutter; -default ‘judgment
orders reéstitution of premises involved

to plaingiff,
elval Hoss v James Hoss: com-
plaint for divorce charges desertion;
married . June 1. 1941, at Nampa, Ida.
Antoiriette Jane Billeter wa Jack J,
Billeter;! answer admits and denies
and consents to trial in absence of
defendan: provided he is represented

sttorney,

Valley' Credit Service vs Wade ¥F.
Smith apd wife: V) Credit Service
¥vs Sampel P. Kent; Merchants Credit
Bureau vs V. 1. Maddox; satisfaction

of dﬂunts.
hr‘;:“ N. Taylor v:t!{elu M. Tay-
4 a filed.
PROBATE COURT
Anon . Schaffers estate: inheritance
tax determined at $535.48.
N. P.| Williamson estate; {hheritance
tax determined at . -
JUSTICE COURT
State . vs Bertrand Victor Boeve:

plea of guilty to char of driving
automobile with defeclgo clearance

lights,

MUNICIPAL COURT
mhtlon of basic rule, 3%-
MARRIAGE LICENSES
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‘use of masks in the drama.
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. 225 No. Liberty — Opposite Golden I
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Interest Rises
In World War 11
Legon Pos

ans of World war II, was enliv-
ened following a
younger group with Capital post
No. s executive committee, ac-
cording td Post 9 Commander I
N. Bacon, Saturday. Opinions and
ideas concerning the possibility
of 1 a second podt were
exch and the younger vet-
erans were assured of help by the
World war 1 Legionnaire com-
mitteemen. ,

The World war IT group was
headed by Joseph Felton, who at
& previous meeting was named
temporary head. Other active vet-
erans in the interest of a new
post are Rupe Park, Dow Lovell,
B. N. Mason, Wilbert Collette,
James McHone and Eric Allen.
They dre to meet with others and

BUSINESSMEN TO VISIT -
PORTLAND, Ore., Oct. 13—(#)-
The first goodwill tour since the

‘war began will be taken by Port-

land businessmen Thursday when
they visit Salem.

During the period between 1690
and 1700 New York carried on a
large trade with British East In-

Olson announced Saturday that
Captaing William H. Roach, Cus-
ter E. Ross and Harry S. Schenk,
all of headquarters, had been

Schenk and Ross are Salem resi-
dents; Roach is in Pendleton.

At the same time he annouced
a number of other changes in the
state guard organization, including
the following:

Troop D cavalry, Dallas, with
the exception bf Capt. Wilmer D,
Powell, First Lt. Emmett C. Hub-
bard and Second Lt. Ora H. Me-
Crae, mustered out.

dian pirates, sending them liquor
and arms for oriental luxuries.

Albright W. Tilse appointed

EGIAL CHEGKING AGGOUNT

% NO MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGE |
% NO MINIMUM BALANCE REQUIRED |

Ask for Details \
LADD & BUSH-SALEM BRANCH ,

UNITED STATES NATIONAL BANK
Salem, Oregon MEMBER FDIC

Eric Frederick Otto, Houlton, Ore.: |
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Wards is the nation’s largest retailer of pop-

$
COMPARE wrm?g COATS!

1

-

PLUS 20%
EXCISE TAX

\

vier priced fursl Here's silky-soft prime coney,
blended in four fashion colors — with wide

tuxedo fronts, deep cuffsl Here's a glossy
black skunk-dyed opossum greatcoat — fuffy,
_luxuﬂohl See them — make your own price
comparisons —and spend less than you'd

planned — at Wardsi

-

PAYMENT PLAN...

Only Y3 down, balance in
convenient monthly instaliments,




