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CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and' Publisher
Member of the Associated Press

The Associated Press is exclusively entitied to the use for publication of all
news dispaiches redited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

_-iaster of Understatement

Admiral Nomura, the over-size Japanese who
‘was ambassador to the United States when the
[Japs hit Pearl Harbor, can now classifly as
il master of understatement. He says Nippon's
{policy, particularly in regard to China, “wasn’t
decent.” - He also’ says his nation's military
‘movements were “full of blunders.” The rest
'of his statement might well have come off the
‘same press as the statements of other leading
Japanese who now voice remorse—rather than
repentance.

Nomura has more cause than some, however,
to espouse friendship for the United States.
Whether there is sincerity behind his words
remains 1o be seen. But he was treated right
well in this country, both before and after
Pearl Harbor. So was Kurusu, the “ambassador
of peace’’” who landed at Treasure island to
portray Nippon's desire for continued good will
at just about the identical time the treacherous
carrier force left the Japan mainland for Ha-
waii. Both Nomura and Kurusu, in the war's
early years, were guartered at no mean hotel
in a southeastern city until their repatriation
to their homeland. What 135,000,000 people in
this country would have liked to do to them
in those days had nothing to do with what
actually happened. They went back home in
comfort, all in one piece, and Nomura's huge
waistline probably hadn’t lost an inch.

If our state department has any decided
opinion on Nomura's part in the war, it has
been kept quiet. And also in regard to Kurusu.
The truth of what these men knew, or did not
know, on December 7, 18041 would go a long
way toward unearthing the background of war
criminality in Japan.
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Our Oregon

The battleship Oregon no longer is “an im-
pressive sight,” Secretary of the Navy Forrestal
tells us, and “has been worn out by her honor-
able service in three wars.” He says so in
letters to Senator Cordon and Representative
Angell who want the old ship returned to
anchorage in Portland. But he'd better write
more fully than that if he is to keep in the
good graces of this state.

The Oregon is in Guam, taken there to be
used for ammunition storage after being strip-
ped to her bare hulk, and Forrestal says “the
expense of duplicating all the upper works
which were removed would be extremely large.”
But at least he says she is in such condition that
she could be towed home. An there the matter
rests. \

But it can't rest there, Mr. Forrestal. We
want to know what you propose doing with
the Oregon? 1f as you indicate it should have
a funeral, we want to know all about that, too.
The Oregon is Oregon's. We aren’t vet satisfied
that she has outlived her usefulness. We don't
want any mercy killing of that ship yet. And
if there is to be one, we want a say in it. We
can't stomach the idea, if there is such a one,
of the Oregon being left just any old place in
the Pacific.

=

A Welcome Release

Several hundred new homes may be under
construction in Salem by the end of this year,
with the restrictions being lifted on October
15, and the city certainly needs them. Menting
has been almeost out of the question for a long
time, unless one “knew somebody,” and for
many meonths there was but little choice of
desirable residences even for sale. Until VJ-
day. what few of the latter were available
were generally snappd up fast. Of late weeks,
purchasers have appeared more choosy and
in less hurry. But the need for new homes,

particularly in the moderately priced class is
immediate.

There will be plenty of obstacles in building,

despite removal of limitations. In some instances,
priorities only amounted to hunting licenses,
anyway. And the game ofttimes wasn't there.
But at least no license now will be necessary
and the race will go to the swiftest. Reasonably
priced labor and materials are essential for an
orderly meeting of housing needs. It doesn't
appear that current home owners will face
any great devaluation of their own property,
although competitive building probably will
lessen the call for older homes, because the de-
mand is too great to be satisfied to saturation
in the immediate future.

Editorial Comment

“TO BE MODEST, MANLY, TRUE"
The German financial situation is now better

than any gince 1933, reports—guess who—the
American rer in charge of German ' financial
matters, '

It is probably frue enough, but it is a rather
startling suggestion of a new style in eulogies.
Such as: “A sad and flabby play, but T pulled it
through."—Adelbert Mauve, matinee idol. “But for
superb leadership we would have finished seventh.”
~—Francis J. O'Doul. '

: qcﬁ.‘ﬂk';dﬂ.mmt?motthemm
" we have ever known—we remem-

Our Unsung Ships

The smaller ships of the navy are
dwarfed in the news of the battlewagons and
carriers but the history of World War IT will
never be co without them. A ve
become bywords, such as the Boise and
San Francisco, but many others have had little
share in the plaudits for a job well done. One

‘

_of this latter class is the heavy cruiser Pensa-

cola, which the navy now discloses underwent
heavy loss in the battle of Iwo Jinl : 3

The navy's oldest heavy cruiser, the Pensa-
cola figured heavily in the early days of war:
With its nine 8-inch guns, the vessel and the
cruiser Salt Lake city carried more firepower
than any other ships in the Pacific—there
were no battleships in action the first six
months, The Pensacola, at Suva when war
struck, once also served as a cargo ship for
desperately-needed supplies. It was reported
sunk three times in May and June of 1942—
by the Japanese radio. It was an escort ship
for the ill-fated Yorktown at Midway. It was
badly hammered in the great battle of
the Solomons Nov. 30+ 1, 1942, And now
it takes it again. But it didn’t stop at Iwo Jima—
it lost nearly 200 men but emergency repairs
were effected and it waded in at Okinawa.
Now it's getting a respite at Mare Island and
if any unsung ship has earned it, that ship is
the Pensacola.

The ships that crash into the headlines aren't
the only ones for which this nation need be
grateful.

- — —

If MacArthur is in the doghouse with the
state department, there are a lot of homesick
Gls in Japan who would be more than glad to
put him in the guest room all the way from
Oshkosh to Grundy Center—if he gets them
back there.

Interpreting
The War News

By JAMES D. WHITE &\
. Associated Press Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 20.—(#)Cries of Ameri-
can anguish are audible as the Japanese make
General Kenji Doihara the commander of the
“first Japanese general army.”

One newspaper today wonders editorially whether
Doihara's army may be used to help police Japan
along with the reduced American forces which
General MacArthur has snnounced he anticipates.
The paper says it has been under the impression
that the Japanese army was fo be iliminated.

Doihara's career doesn’t suggest him as much
of a threat today.

* He was mayor of the Japanese section of Mukden
in 1831, and helped plan and stage
the faked incident which gave
Japan her excuse to grab Man-
churia. '

His later career, however, failed
to justify the trmendous build-up
which foreign newspapermen had
given him as “the Lawrence of
Asia,” and it is doubtful if the
Japanese themselves ever thought
he was such a hot number, even
when he kidnaped Henry Puyi
and took him to “Manchukuo” and
set him up as “emperor.”

That Old “Let Down” Feeling

4. D. White

After the Manchurian grab, Doihara concentrated
on north China. Provincial Chinese governors list-
ened—because they could nat help themselves—
to his talk of an autonomous regime for north

China. Doihara was his own enthusiastic press
agent and let it be known that north China would
split off from the central Chinese government.
At the right moment, the northern Chinese gover-
nors declared their loyalty to Chiang Kaishek in
Nanking, and the thud with which Doihara was
let down resounded throughout Asia. '

Doihara gave his last interview to foreign news-
papermen in Peiping in 1938. Stooped, his face
lined, dressed in baggy civilian clothes, he looked
anything but the tliger of Japanese intrigue
had been painted. '
Decided en Military Conquest

When their plot to get north China cheap fizzled
out, the Japanese took the alternative—military
conguest in 1837. - ;

Doihara turned up with a division which helped
capture the rail junction of Hsuchow in 1038 and
turned westward toward Kaifeng.

The Chinese waited until his neck was well out,
then cut the Yellow river dykes behind him. Asia
snickered discreetly as the great Doihara waded
back through 30 miles of flod water, leaving a
mechanized brigade in the mud. I flew to Kaifeng
to interview him. He was hot available,

He didn't get into the news again until shortly
before Pearl Harbor, when he was made inspector-
general of military aviatiofi in Tokyo, a job which
tied him safely to routine desk work. 1
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THE WRONG MAN, by M. . Balley
(Doubleday, Deram; 82). ’
Back about 1924, H. C. Bailey,

English novelist, gave over the
writing of romantic fictions and
started turning out detective
stories concerning a roly-poly
little sleuth named Reggie For-
tune.

His character “took” hoth in
England and in the United
States, and Bailey forgot about
historical romances and steadily
applied himself to Fortune's
career. After a flock of short
stories he launched an eccasion-
al novel about the same indi.
vidual. -

Next, he conceived another
detective figure—Joshua Clunk,
a shady London lawyer, who

, continually nibbled sweets,

sang hymns, and, in spite of his
public reputation, did good 'for
his fellowman by solving mur-
der cases and righting horrific
wrongs.

Today Clunk appears in a
new novel, “The Wrong Man,"
which brings the total of the
Fortune and Clunk books $o 28
—with no end in sight.

The current item has to do
with black market operations in
wartime England, with a few
assorted murders and assaults
thrown in. An American army
colonel joins the flatfoot ranks
as a sort of assistant to Clunk.

Bailey is the type of detective
writer who continually reviews
the evidence from everybody's
viewpoint, and his plots some-
times are pretty complex. This
reader, who always has been a
Bailey fan, would prefer a lit-
tle more narrative, and is frank
to say that he likes the author's
short stores better than his no-
vels.

THE PORTABLE MURDER BOORK,
selected and intreduced by Joseph
Henry Jackson (Viking: 8). d

“It has been observed with
some truth that everyone loves
a good murder.” 4

That quotation from F. Ten-
nyson Jesse, who has turned
out many a good murder tale
hersell, heads Mr. Jackson's in-
troduction to this lateit antholo-
gy of real life murder cases.

The authors represented are
among the modern classic prac-
titioners of their trade — Ed-
mund Pearson, Alexander
Woolleott, William Roughead,
William Bolitho, John Rhode,
Dorothy Sayers, Christopher
Morley, H. B. Irving, et al.

HONOLULU —{#— It seems
impossible to believe, bui now
it can be told. Somehow, Amer-
fea won the war out here with-
out the help of an electroenceph-
alographic specialist. -

The details of this accomp-
lishment are mnot immediately
available, but the stark fact re-
mains—once again our boys in
the armed services did the im-
possible and managed to muddle
along to victory without one
single electroencephalographician
to do whatever a guy like that
does.

It must be imporiant, because
for a long time this electro
whaichamaycallit expert had
been listed as ome of the six
most critically needed specialists
in the army.

Reporter Tells Secret

According to the official lists
sent around to the GI's he’s so
important he couldn't get out of
the army for at least six gnonths,
even if he had a thousand points.

That's what got Sgt. Joe Fish-
er interested. To the sergeant, a
reporter for the Stars and
Stripes, goes the credit for re-
vealing this hitherto top-secret
situation.

Naturally, Joe 'wouldn't have
touched the story with a nine

‘and a half foot pole before the
\war ended. (We cut half a fool

off the pole to -keep our copy
free of cliche.)

It makes him shudder yet to
think what might have hap-
pened if the Japamese ever
found out we didn't have one
of those (you know what I
mean.)

Lately Joe has been interview-
ing lots of people going home,
liberated prisoners, high-point-
ers, conquering generals and
such-like, and all the time he’s
been worrying about this poor
skunk who can't go home.

‘Let "Em Havye It

So he decided to go interview
him, give him a pat on the back
and say: “Nice work old boy.
Don't know how we would‘_won
the war if it hadn't been for
guys like you" ;

He went over to an army gen-
eral hospital and let 'em have it.

“What's an electroencephalo-

GRIN AND BEAR IT By Lichty

™e

with me,” he said gently.

However, a few minutes later
he decided Joe was all right seo
he waved whitecoated attend-
ants away and called the cap-
tain.

“Captain, ean you answer this
man's guestion?” he said.

“Never heard of it,” the cap-
tain said certainly after Joe had
repeated it. “I'm in the medical
administration myself. Are you
sure it's in the medical depart«
ment, sergeant?” :

Cites Rap Van Winkie

Losing the iniitative that way
momentarily befuddled Joe but
he recovered and said he wasn't
sure but it sounded something
like encephalitis,” which was
sleeping sickness. Then, gather-
ing. confidence, -he cited Rip Van
Winkle and Sleeping Beaufy as
2 couple of examples of what he
meant.

Attendants with straight jack-
ets raised their eyebrows and
moved in again but the captain
was not one to take such an
easy way out. He waved them
back with the nonchalant ges-
ture of a company commander
telling his men to take cover
while he cleans out a machine-
gun nest ahead.

“Follow me,” he told Joe
bravely. *“We will ask the
major.”

Joe followed, meantime count-
ing on his fingers how many
more stops they'd make before

they got to the general. He knew .

that once they got to a general
his mission would be finished—
one way or another.
Strikes Paydiri

But they struck paydirt in a
major. He smiled confidently
and said, “Why certainly. An
electroence — an electroenceph
— well, it's ome of those con-
traptions that—" He paused
and pointed at his head with
both hands. “It goes up here and
measures psychoses or some-
thing. 1 think it makes marks
on & graph. Shows your mind is
working.”

Then concluded lamely, “Any-
way, it runs by electricity.”

Boldened by success, Joe im-
miediately requested permission
to interview the hospital's elec-
troencephalographic  specialist.
Once again everybody looked

Suddenly an admini-

- stymied.
stration officer grabbed the tele-

phone and called the supply de-
“Say, Corporal,” he said,
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whole CIO econontic program
was presented to congress by
the president along with a $01,-
000,000,000 budget spending pro-

fore he gets the chair warm™
When the economic stabilizer
Davis practically invited CIO to
demand an economically disrup-
tive 30 or more per cent wage
increase, several thinking peo-
ple here threw up their hands,
figuring frankly the " inflation
snowball was being invited to
roll over the country.

New Tack Indicated

These are the factors behind
an entirely new series of events

+ presented from the White House

last Tuesday. A new tack was
indicated.

The supreme court choice for
retired, discouraged republican
Justice Roberts was a fair and

same pieces. Politically, Tru-
man swiped a republican senate
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relation between the duties of a
mayor of New York City and
of Palestine. But as
fa the largest Jewish
world, O'Dwyer made
speech in an appeal for
ish votes.
remains now only for Gold-
make an impassioned
of Ireland — beg
Eire, doing away with
of Northern Ireland
Britain!
is correct, but I won-
t the gossip will be at
lower political levels.
is is regarded as
qualified and experienced in city

affairs, but he lacks the support [
of the city ‘political machines. :

1 spent some time today at the l
offices of the National War Fund .
The national campaign is already ]
set up amd reports from com-
munities which have begun
their campaigns is encouraging.
Large . corporations are main-
taining and in some cases in-
creasing their gifts. As Howard
Strand, who heads up the work
for western United States, said: '
*The people realize that though '
the fighting is over the work of
serving our soldiers and of ex-
tending emergency help to for-
eign countries is not over”

Leaving N.W.F. headquarters, \
1 droppéd down two blocks g
Wall street. It was just at the
noon hour. A patriotic program
wag in progress in front of the
old sub-tressury building, with
an army band and a color guard
of sailors and marines. I quickly
realized it was Constitution Day.
The exercises drew only a small
crowd. Lower New York, in fact,
whs nearly deserted — it was . |
Yom Kippur, Jewish holiday, 1 |
and & rainy day. When the music
of Star Spangled Banner was |
heard, however, most traffia
stopped and people stood at at-
tention.

Going uptown 1 visited the
Associated Press building n
Rockefeller Center.
news center of the world. Into
its great news room pours news
from foreign countries, local,
state and national news, polic-
ical, .market, gsports, science
news — to be swiftly appraised

tched to member pa-
— The Oregon Statesman
is one of the oldest — all over
United States, and to client
stations and to foreig
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While run like a great “city
room” on a newspaper, there
noise and no scurry-
The system is so well
that it operates with-
oul frenzy. Again like a city
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