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: épl. Hoblitt, Silverton Marine, Teljs of Ye;
Of Waiting Spent in Nipponese Prison Camps

SILVERTON - Forty months in a Japanese prison camp is
no holiday picnic even when you draw one of the better camps,
Cpl. Frederick Marion Hoblitt, U. S. marine, said Sunday as he
sat quietly smoking in the living room of his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. John T. Hoblitt, at Silverton.

“Time would have been unbearably long had we looked

' shead 3% |years. It was long as it
was,” C Hoblitt replied to
& question,

“But you don’t think of time
that way in a Japanese prison
eamp,” he went on, “If you do,
your morale won't hold up. It it's
Thanksgiving, you tell yourselves
and each other that the war will
be over by Christmas. It couldn’t
possibly last any longer. When
Christmas comes, you tell each
other that by Easter—that's just
a little over three months longer—
the war will be over. So you live
to Easter. The fact that three
Christmases as well as Easters,
Fourths, Labor days and Armis-
tice days come and go makes no
difference to the game. You play
it by the rules or you just don't
play any longer.”

Was Boy Salesman

Hoblitt, who is 31 years of age,
Jooks remarkably well — though
aged a little, and thinner, in gpite
of the grilling experiences of the
3% years. Silverton businessmen
like to tell stories of the “youngest
Hoblitt kid.” Whether he was sell-
ing Christmas cards or newspapers,
his customers bought. He had a
way with him, the business peo-
ple will tell you.

It seems the Japanese bought,
too, for Corporal Hoblitt claims
he did not suffer as much as did
so many of the other prisoners.
But his listeners gather — and he
doesn't mind talking to the scores
of friends who crowd around him
to welcome him back—that he
skips rather lightly over parts of
his experiences, But he frequently
says “Boy, is it ever good to be
home.’

Hoblitt, who was with the 4th
marines in Shanghai before the
war broke out, was taken prisoner
at Corregidor. He admitted he
“was pretty scared at first, but
there didn't seem to be anything
to do about it.” [

It wasn't long until he learned
that if you could say a word or
two in Japanese, you could get
a few favors. Favors were more
than welcome. So, while waiting,
he managed to get hold of a
Japangse book and seriously set
to work to conquer the language.

Preaches Practice
“Learning a language iz all in
using it. You can learn any langu-

age in 3% years if you have an
opportunity to use it,” he explains.

“When the group arrived at
Camp Kobi in Japan, he could
manage to make himself under-
stood and could understand part
(of what was said to him,
“During 1942 and 1943, it was
{preity bad, pretty rough,” Hob-
[litt said, smiling at his mother
who was sitting beside him. “We
didn't see anyone brutally killed
as they were in some camps. Our
camp commander was very sirict
but fair. That was all right. But
the food and the lack of medicine
was hard. Men died. like flies. I
learned the more you could talk
Japanese, the more food you could
get. So I talked more Japanese.
They didn’t send me out to work.
They wouldn’t let me, in fact.
Afraid I would talk to the coolies
and learn something. I never was
really hungry but you get awfully
tired of rice and soy bean soup.
That was what we. got. But our
men learned to steal and barter
with the ewolies. They sneaked
things from the food supply houses
where they worked., Certain ones
would bring it back e camp. I
helped check in the workers as
they returned, When one who had
food hidden on him came to me,
he'd fake mmlaria. We'd carry him
in by stretcher—and the food with
him.,"”

Meaning In Messages

In July, 1944, Hoblitt was moved
to Camp Bunka, ten blocks from
the emperor’s palace. Here began
his broadcasts as “Postman,” read-
ing the messages from the prison-
ers to their home folks,

“In each message we tried to
say something that would mean
something tp our government. We
were closely watched but the Jap-
anese monitors understood only
the translations of the American
words. They could not understand
all our meanings nor could they
read between the lines,™ Hoblitt
said,

He likes to talk of the final
days in the camp. Of when Bunka
which in Japanese means “cul-
ture,” was bombed, but no bombs
fell on the camp. During the raid,
March 0, the men stood and watch-
ed the bombs drop while on their
little phonograph they played “The

- Get to know your
- Studebaker dealer now

o cars give you many helpfid tps
on yous moloring problems

S DUnNG nearly four years of war, Studebaker
dealers won a unique reputation for their

helpful service to the car owners and truck

owners in their communities.

: And now that the war has'ended, you can

confidently continue 10 regard your Studebaker

dealer as a trustworthy source of information on

g

.-l_ cates, under government rationing procedures,

new Studebaker Champion
motor cars in a distinctive
available before long. But the

thelle cars, for awhile at least, will be less than
the demand. And, for a time, eligibility certifi-
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Stars and Stripes” until the Japa-
nese officers made the
Then, While the fires b
around Bunka hill, played “I
Didn't Sleep a Wink
It all helped, Hoblitt said, to keep
the morale up. But, he added, it
never was down. {

i
Men Hear Stassen
On August 8, Hoblift l#urped
that “pegotiations w being
made.”  Time dragged. Finally,
capitulation came. He listened to
the emperor's address, |

“Ill pever forget when we saw
the American ships pull into Tokyo
harbor. We ran down toward the
beach., But nothigg moze happen-
ed. We returned to camp. Then
someong shouted that landing barg-
es were coming. We
again, fore through brfush, over
sand oveér anything .And there was
Stassen standing right!'in front.
There were tears in every prison-
er's eyés. Stassen made a brief
speech. He told us that on board
ship were ham and jeggs and
beautiful blondes for all
The first day I ate so much I was
sick for two days. The blondes
weren't there, but tha‘; time we
didn't miss them. There were ham
and eggs. Stassen told us to get
They were. going. to take
us right out of there. We
ready. Had been ready for 40
months.’ §

Hoblitt said there Wwere just
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Hoblitt said. |

“But I can'{ think of that now,”
declared -

his mother

litt, Sunday, there was a dinner at
the M. S. Hoblitt home, following
attendance at the Christian church.
Present at the dinner were the
parents, the two brothers and their

families, an uncle and aunt, Mr,
and Mrs, Bert Terry; cousins, Mr,
and Mrs. Arthur Lord of Ferndale,
wa&ha '

War Housing
To Go on Sale

Privately built war housing be-
ing held for rental may now be
sold, according to an announce-

.| ment recgived from Washington,

D. C, according to George W.
Coplen, regional representative of
the national housing agen
Owners or builders may now
vacant houses or houses
become vacant voluntarily, £

Before a rental unit is sold the
state office of the federal housing

administration in Portland will
establish the sales price upon the

E. Burr Miller

Returns With

{Yalley Molor:

Miller, who
was camp aign
chairman of last year's war chest
drive and 1945 president of the
Salem Retail Trade bureau, was
promoted from his Safeway po-
gition here two months ago to be
company manager of the store re-
search service department at Oak-
land, Calif.

He said at that time that he ac-
cepted the promotion “with reluc-
tance,” because it took him away
from Salem, and Monday de-
clared that he was “mighty glad
to be back here to stay.” Mrs.
Miller and the three children

in
Miller was a director of the cham-

-
‘have returned here with him,
They are temporarily at the Mar-

“I've had a lot of faith in Salem
and in the motor industry in this
area and [ feel such confidence is

ber of commerce and first vice-
president of the Salem Lions club,
and had long been active in the
Red Cross and the Boy Scouts.

CENSORSHIF LIFTED

LA PAZ, Bolivia, Sept. 17.-(#)
~All forms of censorship opera-
tive as a result of the war were
lifted today by the government.

It’s Going to Make
A Big Difference
In Your Hearing'

written request of the owner who
wishes to sell the rental unit

During the ‘war period builders
have been required to hold two
thirds of their housing for rent to
war workers, The removal of this
restriction does not permit evic-
tions for the purpose of selling,
Coplen said.
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New Soncione “600°
Come in for Service
or a free
. Audiometric Test
E. C. Wright
Sonotone Consultant
Marion

Sept. 19 and 20
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Bank Trnudiou
Rise In Portland |

PORTLAND, Ore, sapt -
(#-Portlanders are spending

more money this year than dur-

ing the 1944 peak of -

-

tivity, a check of bank ttynsse-

feeling.

ing your eyes.
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Don’t let 'ov;rstrained eyes and annoy-,
ing headaches give you that let-down

Consult Dr. E. E Boring
uDr.l...l.M'
This consultation and ex-
.- amination will prgovide the
correct information regard-
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Standard Credit Card

We are again issuing Standard Credit Cards. We’d like you to;
have one. They will be hanored by service stations handling our
products everywhere in the West, and by-service stations
handling the products of other promineat petroleum marketers:

throughout the rest of the United States and Canada,
How fo get your Standard Credit Card

L Y i s s

i you held one of
our Credit Cards
before the sus-
pension of this
seryice, a8 new
Card is now ia the
mail for you, This
Card may be used in
the same area and for
the same products and
mkuululn_l:.

if you did not previous.
ly hold a Siandard
Credit Card, apply at
any Seandard of Cali. €
fornia office, Standard
Scatioh or Dealer, Auth- °
orized Distributor or at_
nyﬂ:mou(ins&adu.*'
We'll do our best to issue ;
yous Card prompely. .
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