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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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Sinfesman

A Whale of a Dinne_r

If lend-leaseless Britain has to eat whale
meat, as recent stories have indicated as a
! poniﬁility, we'll have no trouble squéezing out
another tear for our cousins across the sea.

We have in mind a brief, but sufficiently-
long. experience when Eureka’s whaling station
wak going full blast not long ago. The northern
California coastline was quite excited about its
potentiality as a new food center. Great whales
were harpooned, dragged ashore, skinned, eut
f up, by-producted. and put in huge ‘coolers.
: Meat markets advertised the dark red meat
s pointless and cheap. A world-wide news
service sent reporiers and photographers to
record the steps from foam to feying pan.

The photographers talked two pretty girls
- into having a whale steak—with pictures. The
i girls, heroes both, toyed with the meat, minced
a few bits, finally cleaned up their plates, acted
happy, made little comment. Then the photog-
raphers and reporters tried it. The result—
stories stressed two factors, the hardiness of
Eureka girls and the unmitigated fishiness of
meat which science calls mammal. There wasn't
much heard of whale meat after that. It sold
briskly for dogfood, but the argument as to
whether it was subject to feedral meat inspec-
tion promptly died. So did the whaling station.

Proponents cried that “it's fine if soaked in
vimegar for eight hours;” “you didn't give it a
fair trial;” “your cook didn’t know how to fix
it.* And such all may have been true, too. But
having got in on that sample which the Eureka
girls ate, we'd still prefer broiled shoe leather
gatnished with fish oil and garlic. Then again,
Edgland might like the stuff, who knows!
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Give Up Hop Control

Give the hopgrowers credit for cutting the
apyon strings tieing them to governmental con-
trol. A decade ago hop prices were so low that
growers lost money. This was after the initial
price splurge on repeal of prohibition. Many
jumped into hop-growing. the general depres+
sion was on, and growers had a difficult tinte.
Finally erop control was worked out and Senator
MeNary obtained special legislation to establish
it.. There is no doubt it speedily cured the ail-
ments of the hop industry. .

The war sent prices soaring, since imports
were cut off and demand rose. OPA's ceiling
was well below the peak set by the market but
has been -at a profitable level. The growers
have agreed now to let crop control legislation
expire and will try to stand on their own feet,
Strong individualists, the growers have always
operatell on independent lines except when they
got into & tight squeeze. They will be happier
if they can get along that way. Come heavy
over production or excessive foreign cdompetition
they may race for the government shelter’ tent
Y again. At least they are to be commended for

their willingness to cut loose from government
leading strings and try to stand on their own

feet. One wonders when wheat and cotton grow-
vry will develop equal stamina. '
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Becretary Jimmy Byrnes takes umbrage at

2 the reflection on Secretary Hull in the army-

navy report on Pearl Harbor, saying it . was the

_ first’ time the military had ever seen fit to

; eriticize eivilian officials. Yes, but it was the

- first time we ever had a Pearl Harbor. The

boards of inquiry would have been delinquent

in their duty to the public as well as to their

own services if they had ignored the relation

of the civil to the military arms in such mo-
ments of international crisis,

Editorial Comment

SALMON FISHING—AN ART

It mi;htnminqﬂnpoeh-y.hiﬂth:p“d
fishing for nl_mon near Celilo falls with rod, lne,
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who disdsin the heavy tackle sport could lea
many a lesson from the salmon-seeking fraternity.
When fully undersiood, salmon fishing is re
vealed as a sport that brings out some of the
higher virtues of its followers. Where among fly
fishermen could you find a man so devoted to

- The novice trout fisherman who curses the line
that wraps around his neck has mild tribulation

the real test of patience comes when all or
of the. baeit

.

Turning Pages Back |
, The war is in that stage’ which corresponds
to running the film backwards, Truk and Ra-
baul, how importantly they loomed in' the news
of two and three years ago! For over a year
they have been forgotten, almost never appear-
ing in the reports of military operations in the
Pacific. They had been bypassed, and their
garrisons were left to die/on the vine. Now
the remnant of the Japanese lorces are surren-
dering these outposts, following the surrender
in Tokyo bay. We have to brush up our mem-
ories to recall how énce they seemed formidable

barriers to American progress.

It was the leap-frog strategy. which shortened
the war. Truk, described as almost invulnerable
to capture by assault, was given a side-swipe
by fleet and air forces; and effectively im-
mobilized by the seizure of Guam and Saipan.

To go back now and mop up these points
through the mere formality of accepting their
surrender is like turning back the
war history but the experience is a most pleas-
aht one, in great contrast to the losses that
would have occurred on direct assault.

The little woman is getting back into shape
at Rochester, N. Y. Gymnasiums and reducing
parlors report that a peaceful battle of the
bulge is progressing quite rapidly since V-Day
because the gals don't want their soldiers to
find a “pleasingly plump”™ substitute for the
size 14s they left behind. And just when ration-

ing iz going off, too.

—
. Tt's getting now so that a housewife can even
“find the ingredients for those so-called war-

time recipes, .

Interpreting
The War News

By JAMES D. WHITE
Assoclated Press Statf Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 8.-(#)-Japan's special
“peace envoy” at the time of Pearl Harbor, Sabure
Kurusu, says he didn’t know that the sneak attack
was being cooked up at the time. He is also “huct”
that Americans put part of the blame on him.

This is reported by Fredegick B. Opper, \an
American broadcasting com reporter
hunted Kurusu up at his summer home in Karu-
izawa where he found the retired diplomat living
gietly, dressed in natty brown tweed and appar-

ently anxious to talk.

Mr. Kurusu is certainly entitled to his just share
of the benefit of the doubt, although he doés con-
-cede to Opper that “of course the

Japanese government had many
plans to cover many possibilities,
just as your government has™
Kurusu appears to stick up for
General Hideki Tojo, the Japanese
premier who is generally credited
with master-minding the Pearl
Harbor strategy. \

When Opper asked him if Tojo

didn’t use him and Admiral No-
mura as a peace front to cover
the attack, Kurusu replied that “I
don't. think that's gquite fair to
General Tojo. I know from speak-

ing to him before he left Tokyo that he wanted

peace.”

(Opper isn't one, by the way to be taken in.
He rotted for mafiy weeks in the infamous Japa-
nese bridge house jail in Shanghal before he was
repatriated in 1942, He came out weakened and
e&\gtbered. He is not likely to swallow "Kurusu's
without combing it' thoroughly.)

Which means, if you accept Kurusu's story, that
Kurusu actually believed Tojo really wanted peges.
That is where Kurusu may have made his mis
take—assuming you accept his story.

Sure, Tojo wanfed peace. Let’s be “fair” to
him. All Japanese wanted peace. But they also
wanted to keep everything they had grabbed in
Asia, and to have Carte Blanche io keep on grab-

too.
That's the catch. The J
cluding Tojo) would have

E
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For ten years, ever since they saw their aggres-
sive policy in Manchuria was bringing them into
direct conflict with western power, their whole

not fight back.

That certainly was a big factor in convineing

the militarists that they -
If Mr. Kurusu believed

he may have mistaken a greedy determination to
have the cake and est it, oo, for a

in world peace.

" That wouldn’t be the first time

. D. White™

. militariets (in-
ail too happy to
keep their loot and not fight anybody,

d of nibbles out of Asia.

Even 50, most observers hardly thought the Japs-
nese awvould dare opem conflict. But there was a
#eneral under estimation of the extent to which
the Japanese had convinced themseives that the
western powers were “sofl democracies™ and
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The Literary
Guidepost

By W. G. ROGERS

THE WHITE TOWER, by James
Ramsey Ullman (Lippincott; §3).
Martin Opdway is piloting a

damaged bomber back from a

raid on Germany. All his crew is

killed, he is completely lost, his
motors are failing, so he jumps.

He lands right in the narrow

Swiss walley where as a youth

he once speni a waeation. Even

he thinks it's a curious coinci-
dence.

Half a dozen people there, in-
cluding Martin, are obsessed
with the ‘idea of climbing the
White Tower, a peak hitherto in-
accessible from the side on
which they propose to approach.
These ambitious folks zare a
native guide, an Englishman, a
Frenchman, & Nazi and Carla, a
Viennese.

The rest of the long novel de-
scribes their hazardous attempt,
and you may; if you wish, read
into their individual experiences
some idea of their national dif-
ferences. In sports it's a good
tale, especially for mountain-
climbing addicts; for the arm-

chair reader it's sometimes pret-
ty steep going

JANUARY THAW, by Beliam -
tridge (Whittlesey House; $.73).

Concocted of sugar and spice
and everything nice, this story
is about an pld Colonial house
made of “huge” “mignificent”
and “stupendous” beams; a bee-
yutiful maple that shades it and
a wicked old flaw in the title,

A New York writer and his
family fall head over heels in
love with the place and buy it,
that once upon a time inhabited
it socld to an intermediate party
with the understanding they
could return to live there if they
wished.

The New Yorkers move in, the
couple reappears, and there are
complications; elegant parties
beld by the mew owners with
the ragged couple in the offing,

By Robert Myers
(Substituting- for Kenneth L. Dixon)
GUAM —{# )~ Admiral Nimitz
humorously calls himself the un-
official one-man * chamber of

commerce for Guam but even he -

‘will have a hard tiur selling the
island to American "service men
as a post-war playground.

Guam admittedly is a pretty
istand, as islands go. Green veg-
etation blankets iis rolling ter-
rain. Looking north from Nim-
itz hilltop headquartets, the
view is not unlike southern Cal-
ifornia around La Jolla.

Nimitz keeps a small, bound
booklet in his desk drawer,
which outlines the history of the
island and habits of the pee-
ple—and Jet it be said that the
people are ecertainly friendly and
less avaricious for visitors’
spending money than at resort
spots in the United States and

elsewhere.

Nimitz stresses attractions such
as good fishing and hiking.

The iservice men declare that
they prefer hunting—for amuse-
ment, refreshments and enough
points to get back home. That
sort of hunting is, of course, not

chickens and cows getting in the
way of smartly dressed people,
modern plumbing wversus Chic

Though some podplo may en-

GRIN AND BEAR IT
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included in post-war plans.
Unquestionably the navy has
brought tremendous improve-
ments and the groundwork has
been laid for further develop~
ment, Guam may even con-
tinue to be the navy's greatest
Pacific. base, though mno an-
nouncement has yet been made
on that point. .
But as a mecca for tourisis—

that's another matter. The isl- |
and will probably remain too re- !

mote and surrounded by teo
much water for travelers in any
lagge numbers.

Guam, say the men who have
been here months, imes

”'IO

Jack Smyth, British correspon-
dent, said he was watching ma-
rines drill gn the baseball dia-
mond down the hill from Cine-
pac. *“They were drilling in
beautiful formation,” he explain-
ed; “then, as I looked, they sud-
denly disappeared at a point just
past third base. It was very
odd, I thought™

Smyth added that possibly the
marines vanished behind a new
type of camouflage or that per-
haps he was just seeing things
—maybe a mirage.

On a walk, I saw a sailor stop.
He was talking to a butterfly on
a bush; The sailor said his case
shouldn't be considered extreme
until he heard the butterfly talk
back.
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to tide the impecunious over t
period. If we should go into an
economiec tailspin which is neot
indicated, them unemployment
competsation will not be the
answer but some form of relief.

During the last legislature I.
endorsed a minimum of $30 a
week in recognition of the high=
er cost of living The legisla-
ture raised the benefits from $15
a week for 16 weeks to $18 a
week for 20 weeks. This was
hardly enough; but we should
stick fo it and not rush to the
federal government for addition-
al handouts.

Under conditions of meodern
industry there is basis for
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less to rake
those cooled
coals further
and sully proud
official names
(rarely men-
tioning Mr.
Roosevelt's
Why not let by-

gones be by-

Paul  Mallon

gones and get on with reconver-
sion or whatever it is we are
doing? Among themselves, they
say: “De mortuis nil nisi bonum,”
(say nothing but good of the
dead) as if the worst of all blows

to American arms was now a
matter of etiquette.

Hence also, Mr. Truman did
what he could for his old chief
by blaming the public and con-
gress for the disaster. As the
whole departmental .administra-
tion below Mr. Truman had
blamed one another, this drew
‘the blame over every one in the
country except Mr. Roosevelt (as
Mr. T. was then serving in con-
gress.) All this, of course, rep-
resented genuine inner fear of
what a full inquiry might de not
only to the president but politi-
cally to the party. -

Seeing this, the Republicans
started championing in congress
the cause of an investigation.
They have insufficient strength
alone, to force one, bul they are
getting quiet helping hands from
some non-new-dealing democrats
who want justice done. Deeper
inside, an invisible impetus for
exposure is coming from—of all
places—the navy department and
to a lesser extent the army.

Mr. Roosevelt, you will recall,
recognized his talent for naval
strategy, having once told a
friend of mine before our war,
- he believed he could place the
fleet in certain positions around
the world and win the European
war. He got big appropriations
for his pet department and is
supposed to have been the god-
father of the fleet. It can now be
related a large part of the navy
did not like this. He ran things
too much his own way, which
was not the way of those ad-
mirals who retained independent
minds. . L

He gave away the destroyers
to Britain, moved hailf the fleet
into the Atlantic and left only
half of it to face Japan, thereby

opening the opportunity for the-

Jap attack. These criticisms have

‘ matters publicly ‘explored to

cléar its name, and is quietly

of the republicans and carefully
choose the investigating commit-
tee, not only to protect the fair
name of Mr. Roosevelt but them-
selves politically. '

Such is the probable culmina-
tion of the current controversy,
but in my personal opinion, the
administration is making a mis-
take. The Truman government is
now in no discernible political
danger. The fair mame of Mr.
Roosevelt in history will be what-
ever it will be, whether the Pearl
Harbor facts reach full daylight
or not. His name is in no danger
I can see. But the morale of
the navy and the army is in dan-
ger from this situation. A sicken-
ing condition has been caused in
the services by the manner in
which the whole Pearl Harbor
blunder was covered over all
these years, and those deemed re-
sponsible were allowed to oc-
cupy the most prominent war
jobs, or get retirement pay and
otherwise were protected,

I understand, for imstance, that
the two Ngutenant colonels at
Pearl Harbor, shown in the army
board report t6 have been alert
fo the danger and wanting to do
something about it, have never
been promoted throughout this
war. A corrupt condition has re-
sulted, harmful to injtiative,
aleriness and efficiency.

An investigation could act like

a democratic purge to cleanse _

this condition, and establish a
sounder navy and army morale,

I think the Truman administra-
tion is running a great political
risk in trying to sit on the lid
of this internal deterioration, but
might gain great prestige by let-
ting the factzs fall “where they
should in a fully free mon-poli-
tical inquiry.

lCé!lebrities Spe;k to Guests

At Huge U.S. Alderman Picnié

(See story on page 1) ;
At the annual picnic on his mammoth farm at Dagton Thursday,

U. S. Alderman played host to many celebrities, some of which were

asked to address his 3000 guests.

Burton Hutton of Portland,, KALE farm editor, intreduced by
Rex Warren, farm production manager, was master of ceremonies.

. “The whole world is bungry,”
said Marshall Dana, editor of the
Qregon Journal, as he surveyed
the large group facing the new
speaker’s stand near the bean-
fields. Dana wag not referring to
the picnickers, but to the place

re will have in postwar
work. “If food won the war, then
food will win the peace,” he in-

sisted, a8 he urged production to

continue at peak as long as the

to let nothing stop them from re-
turning to school to continue the
educstion which will fit themn “to
help maintain prosperity and
peace”

William-L. Teutsch?head of the
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farmers, young and old, to “main-
tain that freedom™ by following
the improved methods of farm-
ing. ;

Ao Introdnced

of the Alderman bean picking
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