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Timing the Surrender News

Advance news about the Japanese surrender
ceremonies said President Truman would speak
briefly—hour not known. This prompts the
thought that President Roosevelt would have
arranged it differently. With his keen sense of
timing he would have had the time definite.
And what is more he would not have staged an

. event of such transcendenf importance on the

eve of a double holiday!

As it is, the surrender story will fall pretty
much on fallow ground. When folk return Mon-
day night the show will be over, the papers old.
The effect will be missed by a vast number of
citizens who on some other day would have

"+ followed the surrender news through several

columns. The typhoon and the Japs' delay forc-
ing postponement of the surrender have worked
to blank it out for millions of Americans.

The story will be reported all right. Somehow
or other the reporters go to Japan, after the
early negative from MacArthur'’s Manila head-
guariers. - For one thing. Admiral Halsey let the
navy correspondentis go on the first planes. The
army correspondents were not long behind.
Now by count of bylines there must -be one
reporter to every second lieutenant in Japan.
Editors have to chop stories to get a fair repre-
sentation of the stuff that is offered.

It's great news, too: stories of the occupation,
descriptions of the Jap cities and people, inter-
views with rescued prisoners, sample quotes
from English-speaking Japs. Too bad the stories
come when newspapers still are under restric-
tion on newsprint consumption.

Spite of MacArthur’s bad timing, the situation
Is not without its compensation. News editors
on a Labor day holiday usually have to milk the
wire dry to get enough real news to fill a front
page. This time they have no trouble—just turn
on the faucet from Tokyo and let it run'

The Questions Arise—

Startling new evidence that simple, unadul-
terated day-dreaming from bottom to top was
responsible for the tragedy of Pearl Harbor is
contained in the statement of Commissary Stew-
ard Derrell ‘Dirks.

At Spokane, Dirks said his transport “passed
through the Jap battle fleet between Guam and
Wake” in November of 1941 —the month before
the war begun. There is no word as to whether
such information was relayed to Washington,
but it seems certain the.transport would not
have kept the event a secret. Both Guam and
Wake were United States possessions. - The .im-
minence of portentous events was well known—
leading either to war or renewed' peace.

Failure 1o take full cognizance of th:e presence
of the Japanese fleet, if Dirk’s story is borne
out, was one of the major causes of the help-
lessness of Oahu in the Japanese' stunning at-
tack. It seems to be becoming more and more
evident (as pointed out by Columnist Paul
Mallon on this page and former Correspondent
Wendell Webb on page 1) that any courtmartial
of Admiral Kimmel or General Short might
throw these men in much the same light as the
unwarned and ill-equipped garrisons dh the
mid-Pacific bases which fell in the early days
of the war.

Assuredly, Admiral Kimmel had no.orders to
get'his battleships out of the trap of Pea® Har-
bor—and yet the Japanese fleet days before was
known to be between two American islands and
within striking distance of Hawaii. There are
many factors still to be explained about Pearl
Harbor, but they point more and more away

. from the big base itself.

It's too bad, this unhappiness of former Pre-
mier Tojo. The mayor of Yokosuka says he is
“worried,” and a Domei news agency chief says
“we don't care much for bim any more.” We
can believe the first statement, doubt the sin-
cerity of the last, and add the hope that the
unhappiness turns into nothing trivial.

A Japanese spokesman says that his country
is ready to pay the price of defeat. Now please
don't some one propose lend-leasing this debt
away.

Editorial Comment

SCIENCE AND NATURE

Some of the distinguished reseach chemists, physi-

cists and b ists who have written for us on the
way great veries are made still harp on nature
and seem fo think of science in outmoded terms.
Like Clerk Maxwell, they maintain that it is the
function of science to discover the order of nature.
Clerk Maxwell's Victorian contemporary, Thomas
Huxley, defined science as “organized commeon
sense,” which is tenable only if we bear in mind

Politeness No Sereen :

There are numerous hear!-warming stories
now as men and women eonﬂnodforr-r;ni:_
Japanese prison camps emerge from their -
night to communicate with relatives. Some like
Major Bo¥ington, air ace, had been given up for
dead. Great is the rejoicing as relatives learn
that their long vigil and constancy in hope are
rewarded. _ ,

Unfortunately, the news is not all good. An
American doctor who was captured on Guam
estimates that ‘23,000 of the 30,000 American
troops in the far east at the outbreak of the war
have died, most of them victims of Japanese
brutality and neglect. the estimate seems very
high, and we should await official word before
acceptling it. But the stories that are released
reveal the sadism of the Japs, their base cruelty
in treatment of prisoners of war. This fact we
must not forget even as we are made happy
with each report of survival. The politeness now
being shown by the Japs to our occupying forces

cannot screen the memory of this savagery.

Free Enterprise

The anti-trust division of the department of
justice has moved in on suppliers of metal cul-
verts in the northwest, securing indictments
charging them with price-fixing and conspiracy
to monopolize. Several of the companies are
subsidiaries of American Rolling Mill company
of Ohio, which is a prireipal supplier of metal
for the culverts. ‘The complaints accuse the
parties with dividing up sales, ganging together
on bids and restricting the;amount to be fabri-
cated to prospective capacity of market to ab-
sorb the output at the agreed price.

The principal market was with government
bodies from the state down to counties and cit-
ies; so if the price has rigged the publie
treasury is the one which suffered.

Free competitive enterprise which privats
business has been clamoring for often gets
stabbed in the back by its loudest supporters.
But maybe the freedom they have in mind is
to gang up on the public. o
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Town Airports

Towns over in Polk county have been looking
into the matter of local airports. The Dallas
folk concluded after studies were made not to
go in with Independence and Monmouth for a
joint airport. Instead, Dallas would have its
own; and the other two communities a joint
airport. B : £

Municipal airports are largely*a proposition
of trying to keep up with the Joneses. They are
an expensive luxury, serving very few people
and producing no income of consequence. The
smart towns will be those that consider care-
fully whether the ocutlay to gratify local pride
comes within their means. Most of them can
get along with a wide field for local air en-
thusiasts.
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United Airlines is going to spend a half-
million dollars to “modernize” their offices.
Let’s see, just how old is the oldest UAL ticket
office?

Interpreting

.The War News

By JAMES D. WHITE
Associated Press Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 1-(#-Allied colonial
chickens are coming home to roost after spending
years in the nest of the international thief, Japan

Some are emerging from Japan's *co-prosperity
sphere of greater east Asia” with litile more than
their pinfeathers left. None will forget the experi-
ences of the past years in a Japanese coop. 1

But none is forgetting, either, that it is re-gntering
its former coop. ' =

In recognition of this, various allied colonial
powers have promised to enlarge —

But to the chickens, it will gtill
look like being cooped up
nomicslly and politically by
Ilom.l’

Japan offered most of them am
ersatz freedom during the time
they were in her imperial gunny:
sack, and did a great deal of talk-
ing about it and what liberation
from the white man was going to

It would be silly to think that this did
hold in many colonial minds. That it did not
gravate existing content. Human nature

Some of Japan's departing conguerors
tnmn!crllchwbﬁwﬂlaﬂl“‘ con-
fusion in the colonies
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An Old Navy Custom

The Literary News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

Guidepost

By W. G. ROGERS

AMERICA'S PLACE IN TRE
by Nathaniel Peffer (Vikimg; 5275

We're back right where we
began 175 years ago, says Pef-
fer in this boph,. an important
addition to the lengthening list
of profoundly helpful studies of
our foreign affairs.

We washed our hands of Eu-
rope when we revolted agsinst
England, but they have not stay-
ed washed. A complets break ia
the ties with Europe, ¢ur fore-

fathers thought, would end in- .

volvement in Europe’s wars. If
for a time that worked, the time
was short. Beyond any doubt
whatever, this writer asserts,
America is now inescapably a
part of the world, sharing in
world peace and alse in world

. war. Two wars within one gen-

eration ought to be proof enough,
he says, especially since we en-
tered both despite the most dili-
gent efforts to stay out.

- He sees two main paths ¢pen
to America: “to prevent war or
to make itself strong enough to
win wars when they come,” pos-
sibly with a system of alliances.
In agreement with other recent
writers, he favors prevention
and urges us to make up our
. minds to submit to the sacrifice
of our so-called sovereignty to
whatever extent international
cooperation necesgitateg, For in-
stance, if a new invasion of Ethi-
opia threatened we should have
to give up some of our oil ex-
port trade, vote money, send
men and arms to punish the ag-
gressor, and all this by direc-
tion of some world league or
congress.

The alternative would be the
creation of .a monstrous military
state, costing fabulous sums, re-
quiring two or three years out of
the lives of our youth.

Europeans and Asiatics are
better informed about interna-
tional affairs than Americans;
they have had to be. So the fell.

ing points registered by Peffer.

will be more readily accepted
abroad than at home. It we
really hope to be good neigh-
bors, we need to be understand-
ing neighbors, and willing to lend
a hand in emergencies. The au-
thor intelligense in this
field more efficacious than our
traditional idealism.

- (Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction In whole

or in part strietly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Sept. 1—Too
much already has been written
about the Pearl Harbor reports
but yet nothing which would
establish a clear public under-
standing of what happened.

This is because the reports
themselves are incredible. The
facts offered are generally true
and full, but
they have been
presented as if
25 lawyers and
clients were all
shouting at
once their indi-
vidual accusa-
tions and de-
fenses in a mass
trial.  For in-
stance, War
Secretary Stim-
son generously
covers Mr. Roosevelt from blame
with evidence that the late presi-
dent predicted what happened
13 and again 11 days in advance.
It never entemed Mr. Stimson's
mind that if Mr. Roosevelt had

sucn information or belief, and

Paul Mallen

‘did not advise General Marshall

and Admiral Stark, he was cul«
pable beyopd their guilt. What

‘is the all-too-apparent fact of

the watter? Mr. Roosevelt ex-
pressed many hunches and be-
liefs at many times, and this hap-
pened to have { been one ex-
pressed twice, upon which nei-
ther he nor anyone else acted.
Now this double-scintilla of evi-
dence is magnified to creéte a
picture which is not accurate.

The report is all like that. Mr.
Stimson says army intelligence
had inside information Novem-
ber 17 the Japs were to attack
five days later, and he congratu-
lates that service on this incor-
reet information, which, having
proved false at the time, may
have led the army chieftains to
be suspicuious of that source and
relax vigilance (if any).

Thé navy blames State Secre-
tary Hull claiming his ultimatum
to the Japs November 28 pro-
voked the atfack, whereas the
army and navy had advised the
government two weeks earlier it
was not ready yet for war, &s
the Japs were superior. This
seems to be the common service
conviction, and is in accord with
the theme of all the reports in
which everyone involved blames

GRIN AND BEAR IT
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every other one except himself.

What are the known - (and

omitted) facts about that? Usu-
ally in these matters, I would
grapple with the 200,000 words
of the documents, and then set
out to find the answers; but this
time it would be a waste of eye-
sight and footleather.

The Jap attack on Pearl Har-
bor, any military man will tell,

eould not have been organized in

less - than three months, The
whole Jap campaign of war, as
it skillfully developed against
us, with perfect timing of the
gpeizure of Guam, invasion of
Malaya, conguest of Singapore
and invasion of the Philippines,
took six months to organize and
12 months to plan.

No American, official men-
tioned or unmentioned knew
about this, or did anything about
it. All officialdom failed. The
nation was caught flatfpoted.
And now in reports all offieial-
dom is trying to say: “It was not
I who failed, it was the other
official.”

In my opinion, the Japs had
been planning this war for 20
years, and the attack actively for
a year, and ssized the moment
when we were getting deeper
and d ffivolved in Europe
to stab up in the back. They
chose - the moment when our
Européan commitments had
reached such proportions we
could noj handle them and
reached for the knife they had
been whetting so leng to just the
precise point. This, I am sure,
will be the judgment of cool his-

tory. Yet in one election cam- |

paign, the responsibility of Pearl
Harbor was successfully laid by
the Rooseveltian democrats up-
on those who had a few years
earlier voted in congress against
an appropriation for Guam. Such

men told him to hold it until oe-
cupation was complete, or pub-
lieation could serve some pur-
pose. He does not seem
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|Uniform Rule May Be Lifted;
Back to Farm Move Studied |

{ +

WASHINGTON, Sept. 1-(#)~1f you're hoping to make a four of
long-deferred

f v forget it—for a good long time at least. Word around

' | better the
House is that the mansion probably will not be reopened to the publie

over 700 hours per month pro-
cessing applications and attend-
ing compliance hearings, were

direction of the board's chairman,
Herman C. Jochimsen and under
the direct supervision of Mra
Robert Craig, saying that approx-
imately 71 per cent of the work
load was carried by them.

All boards in the Salem area
will be consolidate and located
at the Chemeketa street office in
Salem. The paid staff in Salem is
to be reduced from 11 employes to
seven.

Volunieer members who have
served at the Salem board in-
clude K. E. Wilkinson, G. E. Ed-
wards, E. J. Scellars, J. E. Foley,
Kenneth Wilson, Kemneth Long,
Sam Gillette, J. E. Savage, L. A,
Lewis, C. H. Byrd, M. E. Canfield,
A. C. Baker, W. R. Mefford, Mrs.
K. E. Wilkinson, Ronald Blische;

Grover Hillman, Paul Irwin, J.
W. Nash, W. A. Reeves, Dr. R. D,
Blatchford, Frank J. Spears, Ar-
thur Rahn, Anita V. Paxson, ,H.
B. Pearson, Glenn L. Rice, E. A,
Miller, Hunt Clark, Robert M.
Fischer, Mrs. Fred Gast, Donald
McCarger, Warner Brown, H. L.
Staver, rles Heltzeél, Sam
Chambers, Mrs. Axelson, Mnm.
Robert Craig, Leone Michels and
Herman C. Jochimsen. °
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(Continued from page 1)

the

label. It is not surprising, then,
that some unions have grown ar-

ing in many instances is merely
the presentation of ultimatums

p to you'd
trip wmmh :

of it. ;
This would help China establish

herself as a trading nation. The
US. won't need Nipponese ships.
L] L] L]

Self-Bervice: Another guess by \
Mﬂ’ﬂum:
MacArthur will let the Japanese o
use their .own ships, manned by
their own seamen, to pick up scat-

be required while contracts are
thrown open on wages and other
questions. -

The crucial period will begin
about mid-October. Unions can't
apply their strike weapon while
plants are reconverting, but must

wait until the employers is rndy)
to begin om civilian production.

the labor-management
conference will be held about that
time.. Labor leaders can be ex-
pected to try to hold a tight rein
while agreements with employers
are possible

L B L ]

Back fo the Farma: Farm leaders
are worried t there may be
another ‘“back-to-the-land” move-
ment. Before the war, they say,
there already were too many per-
sons dependent on farm income
and per capita Income was dis-
couragingly low.

Department officials have quer-
jed representative farmers in ev-
ery section of the country. Most
of the farmers questioned say they
believe fully 75 per cent of those
who left rural areas during the
war will return because of unem-
ployment and crowded conditions
in cities.

Carl H. Cover Is

N
i~

|Now Commander

Carl H. Cover of Salem, has
been_promoted to commander in
the U. S. naval reserve, at naval
air station, Seattle, where ‘he is
on duty in the executive depart-
ment. i

Commander Cover, whose wife
is in Seattle and whose parents,
Mr. and Mrs, Peter L. Cover, live
at 464 N.E Laurelhurst Place,
Portland, Ore., has been on active
duty in the navy four years and
nine months,

Before joining the navy, he was
a personnel director for the One-
gon state unemployment commis-
sion. He is a graduate of the \
Northwestern College o{l Law. |

The way a small sailing bo’-t/

sits in the water is called her trim.
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