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“Understanding” Japan

One of the “lines” Japanese leaders are put-
ting out now is a renewal of the appeal to
Americans to “understand” Japan. That leaves
us cold. We heard that line in the long period
from 1931 (invasion of Manchuria) clear up
to the eve of Pearl Harbor. Japan's propagand-
+ists were continually asking Amerieans to “un-
derstand” the peaceful and beneficient pur-
poses of Japan in the orient, how Japan was
bullied by the Chinese, how Japan wanted
peace throughout east Asia. Involvement in
China was not a war, only the “Chinese inci-
dent.”

The American people should not fall for this
appeal to “understand” Japan. We have gained
knowledge of the Japanese in a costly manner.
We learned their treachery at Pearl Harbor,
their cruelty in the treatment of the prisoners
of Bataan. We are not impressed with their
present politeness nor their apparent readiness
to say “Let's make up and be friends and forget
the past” as though it was just a baseball
game they had lost. We are not going to fall
for Japanese art in flower arrangements or let
our guard down on receipt of pictures of Mt.
Fukiyama or the emperor's palace.

When Japan senses defeat of its imperialist
aims and genuinely sets about to become a
decent member of the society of nations, and
prove repentance by good works, then we may
consider restoring the country to favor with
the American people,

Just when we finally get ourselves talked
into thinking that butter is fattening and oleo
M as good, along comes OPA cutting the red
points But no complaint, no sir.

Editorial Comment

RELIEF VEREUS LENDING
Part of the thick confusion in which the matter
of American foreign loans is being discussed re-

sults from an unconscious mingling of two ideas,
that of the lending ol recoverable capital and that

of relieving war-caused distress. Somewhere be-
tween lies a third, rather loosely called rehabilita-

tion. The very title of the United Nations Relief
& Rehabilitation Administration illustrates the con-
fusion in our thinking on international finance.

row guage railways, stunted fac-
tory workers, dwarf trees—is most
difficult to associate with the}
sweep and swagger of Japan's
armies in the field.

The people themselves, at home,
are among the world's easiest to
feel sorry for — and Americans
nearly always wind up sympathiz-
ing with their apparently abject
submission to rigid police control,
their obvious poverty, and their
determination to work and live
despite it.

And to western eyes there is such an utter differ-
ence between the ordinary Japanese women —
either beautiful or homely—and the cultivated
toughness of most Japanese men.

When I was last in Japan, a few months before
Pearl Harbor, the people had been liying and
eating on a war basis for nearly eight years, They
showed it. Their clothes were shabby, their faces
pinched and sullen. Yet they were still polite,
despite envious glances at the foreigners’ leather
shoes and woolen clothing.

Although for years I had known exactly what
their armies had been doing in China, my chief
feeling was one of the great tragedy which had
befallen these people, deluded and oppressed by
their own rulers, and herded into a rapacious war
effort which it was literally against the law to
comprehend.

It is the tragedy of Japan that will hit G. L
Joe full in the face. He will see a naturaly beauti-
ful land scarred with the ugliness and human
wastage of war. Pacific correspondents report that
the American soldier has been a thorough Jap-
hater until he captures one—then he gives him a
cigarette. Now he'll see his captive's family, and
will wonder how a nation of beaten-down civilians
like the Japanese ever managed to get themselves
mixed up in a war of conguest

This has nothing to do with whether American
occupation policy is to be severe or lenient It's
simply a human problem that will rise up and hit
each soldier square in the heart.

The Japanese people, partly because of wartime
propaganda, are thoroughly séared about how
Americans are going to behave. Even before the
war, they had the idea that Americans were wild

4. D. White

vide full employment and that
public employment must be pro-
vided for all who can’'t get jobs
in industry. Further, the ad-
vocates of this measure assume
that deficit spending will con-
tinue and is justified in order to
provide full employment. They
say. “We spent for war; shall we
not spend for peace?” And they
invoke the threat of more direct
action if something like the Mur-
ray bill is not passed.

The language of the bill itself
confirms this view for it states
that “the president shall trans-
mit a general program for such
federal investment and exr~-=-i-
ture as will be sufficient to bring
the aggregate volume ol mMves.-
ment and expenditure by private
business, consumers, state and
“T1ocal government, and the fed-
eral government up to the level
required to assure a full employ-
ment volume of production.”

That leads up to the crucial
question: How will the program
be financed? Are we to keep
on piling up the national debt?
If so, what will the end be, or

intention of keeping an occupa-
tion force of 2,700,000, it came
down to 1,200,000 in the Truman
recommendation.

But the army covered its re-
treat with a flanking maneuver.
It inspired Mr. Truman to pro-
pose the first peacetime draft in
all history of youths 18 to 25.
To me this looks like a sort of
universal military training pro-
gram—the youth draft—in a dis-
guise of demobilization require-
ments. The training would pre-
sumably be mostly in police work
in foreign lands, its scope limit-
ed to 500,000 men, and the age
limit of course runs a little high.

force. But he left this last part
of it open, saying additional sup-
porting forces would be needed
in this country, but he did not
know how many. (If the army
can figure how many it needs
for occupation abroad, why can it |
not figure a home supporting
force precisely?)

These considerations leave the
figures a little fuzzy. You can
pull the fuzz from them all day
long and you can only come to
the conclusion that the army does
not know:

(A) How many will volunteer |
to remain in, until it asks them,
and

(B) Cannot calculate anything
eise until this is proved con-
clusively.

The change in the demobiliza-
tion plan, however, may upset
the Truman economiec calcula-
tions somewhat. A swifter de-
mobilization will release men for
cgivilian employment faster and
complicate that problem if it de-
velops severely

.To dale there are far more

is there under this mellow moon
type of financing to be no end?

There il.#O quarrel with the
goal of full employment; and
government policies wisely de-
velaped can de much to make at-
tainment of the goal possible,
But 1 do not see how we can
underwrite “full employment”
with deficif tinancing without
leading to a financial or political

GRIN AND BEAR IT

By Lichty

T

s{the 1943 legislature and

record reveals that in the first
civilization along the Nile a bull
was a god,” Felton wrote. “He
was an emblem and symbol of
vitality and the Egyptians wor-
shipped vitality.

“A persevering bull that con-
quered a barbed wire fence of
five wires, two of them charged
with electricity, so that he might
enjoy the company of a name-
less heifer, did not make the
owner guilty of the crime
charged.”

Morse J. Hall was the com-
plainant.

Bernice Farr Named to
Cosmetic Therapy Body

Appointment of Bernice B.
Farr, Oregon City, as a member
of the state board of cosmetic
therapy examining board to suc-
ceed Mrs. Gladys E. Innes, was
announced by Gov. Earl Snell
here Wednesday. She will assume
her new duties September 30,

Mrs. Farr has been engaged in
the cosmetic therapy business for
20 years and during 14 years of
that time has operated her own
shop in Oregon City.

BUILDING SPACE GIVEN

Wednesday approved a request of
the public employes retirement
association for headquarters
space in the park building
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Canter club at 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 9, with 14 events for cash
and trophies.

The program will contain sey-
eral exhibitions from different
mounted posses and saddie clubs
from the valley, besides drills,
scurry, western horse, rope, sack
and saddle and bareback races,

calf hazing, package races and
flag races.

Gov. Snell Issues
Extradition Papers

Gov. Earl Snell Wednesday
issued papers asking the returmn
of Robert Merrill, under arrest at
Los Angeles, who is wanted in
Jackson county on a charge of
assault with intent to rob.
_While being held for trial Mer-
ril escaped from the Jackson
county jail on August 17. Jack-
son counily officers will return
the pl'i.soncr to Oregon.
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