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Settling a War

You don't just settle a war by stopping the
shooting, You have to make sure that both
sides stop using their firearms, permanently,
and that takes a lot of formalities.

When Japan's official offer of surrender
reached Washington, by the round-about diplo-
matie channel of Stockholm, Washington could
not say yes or no right off. Not only did the
president and his advisers have to ponder the
query and make up their minds, but also they
had to consult the allied nations.

Consultation takes time. You can't just do
this business over the trans-ocean telephone as
though you were buying a cargo of wheat. As-
suming that Washington drafted the text of a
reply, then it would need to be transmitted,
probably by cable, to the other capitals. It
would probably go by code and have to be de-
coded on receipt, and then translated at Chung-
king into Chinese and in Moscow into Russian.
London can read our language, though we can't
understand Cockney speech. The replies follow
a similar route of translation and coding and
transmission and decoding. X

So it does take some time. Meantime, we
are told that bombing of Japan was suspended

« for the day vesterday. No one wants to be killed

if the war is over, and those in the trade are
glad for a day off, too.

We should not have long to wait, though,
Surely by some time Saturday President Tru-
man can announce the text of the allied reply.

Even if the Jap offer is accepted, the war
will remain to be closed up, and that will take
many months, months of occupation of enemy
lands, of negotiation, of return of armed forces
to the homeland and demobilization. What we
are eager for is word that the shooting has really
stopped. We can afford to be patient over the
remaining formalities of winding up the war
business.

Reconversion

The war plainly is drawing to an end—but
don't rush for the exits. Don't think, just the
moment that V-J day is proclaimed, that you
can get all the sugar you want, all the gasoline,
all the transportation. It's going to take time to
get back to normal. ’

But early peace will precipitate the country's
economy into a mess as industry tries to extri-
cate itself from war work, as war workers find
jobs melling away, as returning veterans seek
housing and employment. Once more peace is
busting in our faces, sooner than we expected.
There will be an inevitable scramble for position
a8 individuals and companies and bureaus seek
fo get readjusted.

In Washington there has been reproach be-
cause congress did little in the way of legis-
lating on domestic matters for the period ahead.
Most of its time was given to the international
Issues. It may be that with peace, congress will
rush pell-mell back to the capital and start
grinding out legislation for peacetime condi-
tions. However, the most important bills under
consideration, like “full employment” and social
securily, are not such that can be rushed
through—the country is not altogether sure of
its policy on some of these issues.

As we see it, there is no need to get panicky.
Best authorities feel that though there may be
a short period of distress before industry gets
back on.civilian operations there is enough de-
mand to keep the country prosperous for a five-
year term. The U. S. A. took the war in stride.
It ought to be able to take peace in stride, with-
out falling over itself.

CIO workers have done a pretty fair job of
obeying the ne-strike pledge but now they are
striking in the big Weyerhaeuser pine operation
in Klamath county and in other pine mills. Will
the war's ending be a signal for touching off a
series of strikes? Maybe it's too much to expect
that;labor and managemént can get sense enough
to settle differences by peaceful bargaining.
Mankind just seems to be built for combat.

Editorial Comment

CONSTRUCTIVE CONSERVATION POLICY

In recent years Willamette valley farmers have
been enjoying a good cash return through the sale
of cover crop seeds, most of which have gone to
rebuild the land of the south and to protect against
further erosion.

Willametie valley farmers have felt somewhat
superior in that they were contributing to the re-
building of soil fertility which had been destroyed

one-crop agricuiture, National wealth
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The tactics used by Salem Electric alienate
public sympathy. Twice denied a franchise by
voters of the city, it overrides local ordinances
by hooking onto poles of other utilities serv-
ing the city and them inviting the city to start
suit to test this usage. We do not see that any
suit is necessary—merely a pair of wire-cutters
used by linemen of the companies which own
the poles. For what Salem Electric is ‘omz.
is trespassing on property rights of other com-
panies. Perhaps it is by nuisance methods such
as this that Manager Read hopes to break
down local resistance to a franchise for
duplicating operation. He will find that
methods arouse public antagonism rather

sympathy.
——e——————

Improvement

This from the 50-Years-Ago column in the
Pendleton East Oregonian:

Editorial: “A Salem editor has written an
editorial six columns long. One copy of the
paper containing it will put a man to sleep.
It is a sure cure for insomnia.”

The name of the Salem editor or paper isn't
given; but if it was The Statesman we can
claim improvement in half-a-century. We get
the same effect with half-a-column.

——

Those who said in 1940 that our navy could
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finish off Japan in 90 days will not appreciate
being reminded that Tuesday was the third
anniversary of the landing of the marines on
Guadalcanal. It took the Japs only about eight
months to pour from Formosa down through

The Literary
Guidepost

By W. G. ROGERS

the Philippines to Singapore, the Dutch East
Indies and the Solomons. Deprived of our bases
and with our fleet knocked out at Pearl Harbor
it has taken us threée years to beat our way
back to Japan’'s gates. The schedule shows how
tedious and difficult the task has been. '

Detroit faces the possibility of a Franken-
steen for mayor. Richard T. Frankensteen, CIO
labor leader, led the field in the mayoralty pri-
maries, running ahead of the incumbent, Mayor
Jeffries. Frankensteen was one of the early
organizers of the #suto workers' union, was
slugged by Ford's guards when he tried to pass
out union literature at the Ford plant. Franken-
steen polled his heaviest vote in industrial areas.
In the election in November he will run against
Mayor Jeffries.

Interpreting
The War News

By JAMES D. WHITE
Associated Press Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 10 - (#) — The “if" jn
Japan's surrender offer is a big one because the
emperor is both a religious and a politico-miliatry
institution.

In saying they will give up if the emperor re-
tains his powers Japanese government leaders un-
questionably mean bath functions.

Hirohito, to the Japanese, isgms
God and also Japan. Conquests g
have been carried out in his name,3
and war crimes committed with-3
out his overt reprimand.

That's the trouble.

We say we will allow religious
freedom in Japan, and the Japa-
nese promptly ask us to let them:
keep their god. We shouldn't for-
get that to them he is also Japan.

It is reasonable tosuppose that
the Japanese government would
like us to forget just that.

Few Americans will forget,
however, even in their desire to be fair and allow

4. D. Whits

Japan the religious freedomn promised at Poisdam. |

American policy thus far has been to refrain
from saying, one way or another, whether the em-

thatig!hnd.
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spirit was built in the past was the institution of
the emperor.
ligious aspect, but the feeling it gave Japanese
militarists that they were doing divine work which
could not be questioned because they were work-
ing for a divine being. They feit that | one— -
particularly civil or international v—had ¥
tell or could
{ abead
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BAINTS AND STRANGERS, bWy
George F. Willlson (Reynal &
Hitchcock; $1.75).

Just three and a quarter cen-
turies ago this summer and fall,
the Pilgrims left their homes in
Leyden and, joining other Eng-
lishmen recruited in London,
sailed for this country and land-
ed on Dec. 21 In Plymouth.

They paid a heavy price to
found a colony in the new world.
Unhappily, they have continued
to pay a heavy price; it was
their Juck to be interpreted for
us by colorless, moralizing Vic-
torians who pictured them as in-
sufferably sanctimonious when
in reality they were lusty Eliz-
abethans who happened also to
be stalwart Christians.

If the last you read about
the dauntless band which sail-
ed in the Mayflower was in
grammar schoeol, Willison has a
lot of surprises for you; and it
should be added that he writes
with his heart in it and sharp-
ens a phrase until it can draw
blood,

The Pilgrims, or Brownists,
originally from Scrooby in Eng-
land, fled to Amsterdam. After
some shocking licentiousness, or
accusations of it, one group with-
drew to Leyden.

The 1620 voyage to America,
86 days from Plymouth to Ply-
mouth, was made by the Pil-
grims, who are Willison's
“saints,” and non-Pilgrims, many
of them religious conformists,
who are his “strangers.”

The famed Mayflower compact
was not a great equalitarian doe-
ument but an establishment of
minority rule simed at thwart-
ing the “strangers” in their de-

It is doubtful whether Ply-
mouth Rock, ss we see it today,

By Max Desfor

(Subbing for Kenneth L. Dixon)

OKINAWA — (Delayed) - (#)-
I've been out hunting Japanese.
Not alone, of course: I went out
with the men who know the
business. I was out on patrol
with company A, First battalion,
108th regiment of the 27th divi-
sion, the division that's doing the
mopping up on northerm Oki-
nawa. 4

Going out on patrol on mop-
ping up operations doesn't sound
like much, but it's the toughest,
ruggedest job I've ever worked
on. By the map our patrol went
about 12,000 yards from the east
to the west coast. As the infan-
tryman goes it was about 20
miles of a slow, tortuous, foot-
aching, back-breaking march.

It seems to me that two pairs
of everything would be a tre-
mendous help. One set of eyes to
watch your footing and another
set to keep an alert on the side
trails and thick underbrush. One
pair of hands to keep the gun
ready and the other to help climb
the terrain. Four legs to keep
going.

This is no ordinary march.
There is rarely a strefch of level
ground. The trails are deep ruts
and the men walk by placing
one foot directly in front of the
other. They walk through
streams up to their knees and

climb over slippery rocks and up ’

rocky walls with nothing to hold

do this day after day. But
my hat goes off to thréee members
of the medical detachment. They
toock turns carrying the litter,
moving right along with the
clumsy stretcher, never holding
up the line or falling out. The
medics, T/3 Edward Schuster,
Bloss vale, N. Y.; Pvt. Harold
Marett, Anderson, 8. C., and
PFC Gordon Stone, Niagara
Falls, N, Y., had to crash through
the steep, thick jungle mountains
just as the riflemen did.

All along the way we passed
shacks and huts used by the
fleeing enemy. In many we found
clothing, food and ammunition.
The last man in the line burned
the shelters and above the roar
of the fires we could hear the
burst of hidden grenades and the
crackle of small arms ammuni-

6:20 p.m. Small fires were built
to make coffee in canteen cups.
The meal was of canned rations.
Patrols and watches were set up,
each man taking a 50 - minute
turn. Ponchos were stretched on
the ground, liquid insecticide
rubbed on hands and faces and
company A went to sleep, still
completely dressed in wet uni-
forms and boots, a rifle beside
each man.

Our alarm clock at daybreak
was the humming of thousands
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GRANTS PASS, Aug. 20—(#)—
Hop picking starts in Josephine
county Aug. 13, and will be in
full swing ten days later, C. W.
Thornberry, farm labor assistant,
said today.

He said 20 yards will be en-
tirely hand-picked while 12 yards
will be either partially or fully
machine-picked. Six new porta-
ble hop pickers are on order but
not delivered,

T
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(Continued From Page 1)

though it has suffered longest
from the Japanese it may in-
sist on the eliminatign of the
emperor as a precaution for its
own future safety. Russia may
think that the ousting of Japan
from the continent is victory e-
nough, for Russia is tired of
war, too.

The possible alternative
which must be considered is
continued Japanese resistance
making necessary costly inva-
sion. America thinks in terms
of lives of Americans and Pres-
ident Truman and his advisers

to take the risk of having to pay
a high price now, or the risk of
having to fight the Japanese
war over again because of the
survival of the emperor-cult. For
better, for worse, the decision
rests with the heads of the four
states. The people must ac-
cept their conclusion.
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| Million Americans May Be
[Needed to Qccupy Jap Isles

Japan still are a Big Three secret,
but the speculation here is that
individual Japanese islands may
be assigned later for occupation
by the United Stafes, Great Brit-
ain, China and Russia.

If Emperor Hirchito is allowed

years, laying their orders before
the emperor for his automatic
signature.

In such event, the form of sov-
ereignty exercised by the emper-
or would be followed, with the
allies actually ruling Japan just
as they rule Germany. This route
could be used to carry out the
objectives laid down in the Pots-
dam surrender ultimatum which
the Japanese say they are willing
to accept.

41st Infantry
Division Gets
Many Honors

HEADQUARTERS, 4IST DIVI-
SION, Philippines, Aug. 10- (#) -
The *“Jungleers” of the north-
west's famed 41st infantry divi-
sion won a total of 484 decora-
tions for hercism or conspicuous
achievements in battle during the
recently concluded Sulu archi-
pelago - south Philippines cam-
paign. Of the awards, 38 were
made posthumously.

One Distinguished Service cross
was given, four Legions of Merit,
50 Silver Stars, nine Soldier's
medals, 391 Bronze Star medals,
and 29 Air medals,

Additionally, 958 Purple Hearts
were issued, 227 posthumously.

During the 40 months the 4ist
has served under General MacAr-
thur in the far Pacific, the divi-
sion's veterans have been award-
ed 2247 individual . decorations
and 8131 Purple Hearts,

Commissioner Plans
To Raise Vet Age Limit
PORTLAND, Aug. 10-(#)-City
Commissioner Fred L. Peterson
proposed tonight to submit for

the next May primary election a
charter amendment which would
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