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"No Favor Sways Us; No Pear Shall Awe” = |
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851 ¥ 1
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Censorship!

Once more censorship has failed to use the
common sense it would take to run a fifth-rate
dog kennel, but at least it has brought the
American public up to date on the Japanese
balloons.

Several weeks ago a person-to-person cam-
paign was begun to acquaint the populace with

the fact that such balloons existed. But it was,
hush-hush in writing, and leaders in the mouth-

to-mouth campaign were ordered to destroy all
litereture regarding them.

Then, hardly a week later, Wlshing_ton an-
nounced their presence right out loud, and
even let the newspapers and radio in on what
hadn't been a secret for months. The announce-
ment then said no property damage had been
caused. '

Now we're told what thousands already
knew—that six persons had been killed by a
Japanese bomb at Lakeview. So there's the
whole story.

There may be a reason why it had to come
out piece-meal, why the first Washington an-
nouncement had to intimate there had been no
serious incidents, why it's all right to talk now
when it wasn't iwo weeks ago. But our mag-
nifying glass can't see the reason from here,

All newspapers were eager 10 cooperate in
keeping the news of balloon landings from the
Nippon military. But we can't feel very kindly
about a censorship that one day leads the pub-
li¢ to believe the balloons had been tompletely
futile, and then hardly before the ink is dry
releases another story of six déaths, which oc-
curred weeks ago.

Soong Is Premier

T. V. Soong, who for some time seemed less
in favor with his brother-in-law, Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek than brother-in-law, Dr. H. H.
Kung, has now become premier of China, the
highest post in the country under the general-
fssimo who remains president and head of the
state and head of the armies. In the political
shake-up last winter Soong became acting pre-
mier, now his appointment is made permanent.

T. V. Soong has been in San Francisco as
leader of China's delegation to the conference.
He left there for Washington and it was re-
ported he may stop in Moscow to hold conver-
sations with Marshal Stalin. Soong is well and
favorably knewn in this country, and his eleva-
tion to the premiership is welcomed. He may
be better able to cope with the political ques-
tions of his rountry than Chiang who is dis-
tinctly a military man.

China's imternal administration needs re-
and the division between the
koumintang and the communists remains un-
healed. If Soong can guide his country through
these difficult times into peace and a strong
and orderly government he will do great things
both for his country and for the world which
needs a strong, peaceful, well-governed China.

More Chaplains Needed

The army is seeking 700 additional chaplains.
They are needed, says the war department, for
religious duties aboard troop and hospital ships
in the process of redeploying troops, also to
relieve battle-fatigued chaplains returning from
overseas and those at home who have been
overworked,

The role of the chaplain is not an easy one,
As the spiritual counselor for the men in the
service he must listen to the confessions and the
prayers and the personal problems of all who
seek him out. Aboard a landing ship before an
invasion men press on the chaplain for support,
and during a battle the chaplain must be well
up iront to give comfort to the wounded and
despairing.

The task wears men down, sc close is the
chaplain to the human tragedies of the war.
He needs periods of rest and recuperation the
same as the men who have been in front lines.
Hence it is easily understandable why additional
chaplains are being recruited for the closing
period of the war. '

Editorial Comment

GOOD INSURANCE

When the Bonneville dam was built the first
engineering plans called for a barge canal with
but nine feet of water. That seemed like poor plan-
ming in view of the great depth of water above
the dam and the East Ovregonian complained. Upon
learning about what was going on others joined
in a chorus of protest that brought about the con-
struction of a ship canal, rather than a barge canal.

Qur thought was that it would be beneficial to
the inland country to have ocean shipping come as

far inland as possible and also that it would be
ad

vantageous to have parking room whepe merch-
ant ships or small ships could be moored. Anyhow
seem logical to have 70 feet of water
a bottleneck canal that would
reaching the upper river if it
dept of nine feet. b

War Sample for Conference ..

Prime Minister Churchill talked like a stern
uncle to General deGaulle in advising him to
pull his French troops in Syria back into their
barracks and then come tb London to talk things
over. His Gallic pride ]
but the French commander was ordered to stop
his troops from firing pn the Syrians. The
French, it seems, have trying to bolster
their position in the le east, which became
very precarious during the mid-years of
war when France was down and nearly out.
The local populations do not like it; they assert
their independence, which has been recognized.
Great Britain wants no gideshow wars in that
portion of the globe. It is too close to its own
route through the Suez; And Churchill was
ready to throw British Tommies in to stop the
trouble around Damascus. ' :

The Syrian affair thréw cold chills up the
spines of the delegates at| San Francisco. Called
together to frame a plan for peace and. to preo-
vide for peace enforceme it machinery, the con-
ferees saw trouble between one big nation and
two little ones develop, and then lead to inter-
ference by another big nation. Here then was
& sample before their eyes of how wars might
get started. And the delegates could not help
asking themselves, How the new league
of nations settle a dispute like that and prevent
warfare? Since France as one of the big five
would have a veto power, or Britain would,
the security council couldh’t consider the fracas
if either one interposed ai veto. With the league
unable to stamp out the early sparks it would
be quite impotent to prevent their spread into
a world conflagration. |

It seems to add up to this: peace in the world
will be kept if the big three or four or five
agree to keep the peace. If they disagree the
machinery of the United Nations will never be
unlimbered. Thus the Syrian-French dispute
may be regarded as a microcosm of how world
wars of the future may' begin. The incident
should strengthen those small nations who are
attacking the right of unrestricted veto by ons

of the big powers. §

Return of the Heroes |

Gen. Mark Clark and 52 members of his staff
and enlisted men arrived in Chicago Wednesday
after a one-stop flight from Paris. The general
was greeted by members bf his family and the
whole party was given an official reception. A
few days earlier Gen. Courtney Hodges , coms=
mander of the famous first army, returned to
Atlanta and was given a public welcome,

Others will be coming: Generals Eisephower
and Bradley and Patton, They too will be given
ovations on their return, It is stated that Eisen-
hower may be greeted in New York and we can
well imagine the  reception which Gotham
would give this returning hero. Patton’s home
is in California which is already looking for-
ward to his homecoming.

These men have done well. They have earned
a nation’s plaudits; they and their officers and
men. Of course our celebrations are tempered
by the knowledge that the war business is not
fully completed, that all these men have other
errands which limit their furloughs. But the
country should lose no opportunity to demon=
strate its profound gratitude for the heroi¢
achievements of its men in the armed servicea,

President Truman doesn't stand on punctillio,
He gets out, makes calls, visits the capitol. Mon-
day he had ex-President Hoover at the White
House for a conference on the provisigning of
Europe. As the one who directed this, work
during and after the first war there is no one
with a better background of knowledge. Tru-
man wisely calls him in to obtain his counsel
to meet the acute problems of today. The invita-
tion is a gesture of recognition, too, which will
be appreciated by the former president’s friends.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L, SIMPSON
Associated Press War Analyst

Prompt and firm British action with full support
of Washington appears to have abated if it has
not wholly averted danger of an armed “collision™
between French and British troops in the Levant.
That possibility Prime Minister Churchill bluntly
foresaw in his note to. General deGaulle announe-
ing Britain's decision {o intervene in the Franco-
Syrian clash. It does not remove the econclusion,
however, that the pace of British redeployment
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Sorhething’ New Has Been Added—

The Literary
Gul:iepost

Yy W. G. Rogess

“ITHE WINE OF SAN LORENZO” Wy
h...:t.“é)m (Farrar & h-

A combination of history and
fiction is served up in this long
novel about a pair of lovers in
the time of the war with Mexico.

An American child survives
the Alamo massacre to become
the ward of Mexico’s dictator
Santa Anna. In the course of the
struggle he s pitted against his
own brother, on Gen. Zacharay
Taylor's staff. He falls in love
with the beautiful Dona Maria
Catalina. -~

Though there is a considerable
amount of excitement, it is at
times heavily laden with history.
. Gorman works in some sharp
comments on the nature of U. 8.
“imperialism” as seen through
Mexican eyes.

This prolific author has some
commendable books to his credit.
Though he can turn a phrase
nicely, on this occasion he didn't
take the time for much of that
business. His wine is a heady
drink, but you enjoy it less the
nearer you get to the bottom of
the barrel. :

“PABTIMES FOR THE PATIENT,” by
Marguerite Ickis (Barnes; $3).

The many suggestions in this
book, the publisher says, may
also be interesting to the “im-
patient,” or to anyone looking
for a hobby. Horses you might
wish to ride inciude gardening,
photography, music, weaving,
leather wark, carving, finger
painting. Brig. Gemn. Ralph G.
DeVoe of the Halloran General
hospital writes that some of
these ideas “have been tried and
found effective” with world war
II wounded.

(Salem Public Library has or-
dered this book, Hugh Morrow,
librarian, reports).

“THE COMING AGE OF ROCKEY
POWER,” W G. ward Peandra

(Harper; §3.59).

Rockets are nothing new, says
the author, who also believes we
haven't seen anything yet. He
traces the history of the theory
from the aneient Chinese through
Goddard to late world war II de-
velopments. It makes interesting
reading.

“FRANCESCA CABRINI: WITHOUT
STAFF OR SCRIP,” by Lucille Pa-
pin Borden (Macmillan; $2.75).

Here is another biography of
the missionary Mother Cabrind
who was beatified in 1938.
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boys today were given the digni-
fied farewell that didn't come—
that never comes—with death in
battle. '

It was a short, sincere Memor-
jal Day tribute from 21 guns and
from 16 generals.

Most of us who attended didn’t
want to come, v
be- [y
cause it meant &
a2 400-mile trip
back fo the U.
S. Ninth army’s
main _ cemetery,
but mostly be-
cause such per-
emonies invari- §
ably present a
false picture, no
matter how gin-
cere the intent
be

enneth Dixon
hind them may

Forty acres of dead in neat
individual graves. Row after
row of cléan, shining, white
crosses, Flowers bought by
grateful, hardworking, volunteer
Hollanders decorate every grave.
Green sod .and a hedge and
thousands upon thousands of sol-
diers and civilians line the ceme-
tery’s edge. ; -

And down at the end, gleam-
ing in the intermittent sunlight,
the Americal flag floats at half-
mast. ; .

And the clean white helmets
of the army bandsmen sparkle
and the bugler stands erect, a-
lone in the frozen silhouette and
the clear, sharp sobbing notes of
“Taps” cut through the thick si-
lence of thousands who stand
rigidly, swallowing in spite of
themselves. '

All that you see on Memorial
Day. You think of it as repre-
sentative of all those who died
in battle—you associate its de-
cency, its dignity, its clean, quick
surge of patriotic fervor with all
death in combat. And such cer-
emonies inevitably leave you
with a false mental picture.

For death in combat has no
dignity. It has no decency. It
has not flag,' no bugle, no surge
of patriotism. It has no sure-
ness of purpose, no concrete con-
victions, not ¢ven any cleanliness.

We know how those men died.
We saw some of them die, and
mostly it was only a dull pain-
ful process of life departing a

GRIN AND BEAR IT

against Japan may have been seriously slowed by
events in the eastern Mediterranean theater.

London made a major paint of the fact that tran-
quility in the middle east was essential “if the vital
line of communication to the far east was not fo
be disturbed.” The same thought was implicit in
American reaction to French pressure tactics in
Syria although omitted from the note to General
deGaulle urging that France “review” her policy.

And oddly enough, it was upon the same point
French spokesmen in Paris largely based their de-
fense of deGaulle regime methods in Syria. French.
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—aonce strong and alert assets to-
ward eventual victory—lost even
that value and became only use-
less liabilities.

Stacked like a cord row they
sometimes were, because the liv-
ing were still fighting and the
dead would have to wait. Then
zinally they were trucked back
from the battle line, back from
the enemy land to be laid on
friendly soil.

That's the way it was, and
knowing that, few men wanted
to come today. But they did
anyway, and most of them were
glad.

Because the ceremony was
simple, honest and sincere. It
was devoid of bunk, it had no
fancy speeches. It was more a
neighbor’s goodbye and a thank
You than a soldier's salute.

“In happier days they were our
neighbors—our friends,” Lt. Gen.
William Simpson, the Ninth ar-
my's commander, said slowly in
a short tribute which he con-
cluded simple with “Lef us car-
ry on. They would have it so.”

Then he took a wreath and
Placed it on the grave of an un-
known soldier. For a moment he
stood at the grave's head, hesi-
tant, then he straightened his
tall, lanky frame and held a
sharp salute for a long, silent
second. Then, with his face
drawn down in bitter grimness,
he strode back to his place.

One by one other generals fol-
lowed, each putting a wreath on
the grave of some known sol-
dier of his  individual outfit.
Then Taps broke the stillness
and the bandsmen played the
Star Spangled Banner as the flag
slowlymtol.hotopotthc
pole,

Then it was over and somehow
it seemed that the dignity and
decency. which was denied the
soldiers during their violent
deaths finally had been laid with
the laurels on their graves.

The last backward looking
wave came from thousands of
doughboys who filtered down the
rows between the crosses and
sought out their sidekicks’
graves, and then—before leav-
ing to go home or the Pacific
warfront—stood there a moment
saying a silent goodbye.

County Fair
Funds Given
Out by State

Apportionment of the special

one-twentieth of a mill fax for the
maintenance of county fairs was

announced by Secretary of State

Roberts.!'u.rrd_l.jr..hcnl'ﬂ-

day. The apportionment involves

mas $2443.93, Clatsop $831.72, Co-

tralia in

10,000, :

unlnb‘ h”'dlnhﬁl!'w night.

same destination would require| Comyn Tracy of Turner was

144 airplanes. It would require|chogen vice chairman and Ben

three tankers to carry gasoline|Newell, assistant county agent,

i secretary-treasurer. Board of direc-

tors includes Henry Ahrens of
. . o
and Floyd Fox of Silverton. The
Board will meet June 12 to form-
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is the only meeting of its

in the United States, Burk-
said, it was taken for granted
last year's w of the West-
association had an effect.
Burkhardt intends to attend the
meeting, he said.

Improvement in market condi-
tions and guality of Marion county
livestock will be stressed by the
association.

Oregon Ends
Best Spring

Fire Season

Giving full credit to Oregon
citizens for splendid cooperation
in preventing forest fires and an
assist to Jupiter Pluvius for pro-
viding rain at the right moment,
State Forester N. 8. Rogers said
Tuesday the state had just fin-
ished its best spring fire season
in years. Only 772 acres were de-
stroyed in spring fern fires this
year to May 15, Rogers reported,
as against 1804 last spring and
25,000 in 1943 for the same period.

“Much of the credit for this
remarkably low fire Yoss belongs
to the hundreds of Oregon citi-
zens who actively sponsor Keep
Oregon Green fire - prevention
work in every county in the state,”
Foresier Rogers acknowledged.
“Keep Oregon Green officials
have, by a well-conceived educa-
tional program, sold the citizens
of Oregon on preventing fires, and
thus save our great timber re-
source from wasteful destruction.”

Douglas and Lincoln counties re-
ported no spring fires this year, ac-
cording to the Rogers report. West-
ern Oregon counties reported 476
acres burned and east of the moun-
taing 798 acres went up in fire.
There were but 3¢ man-caused
fires this spring and 17 of these
were classed as incendiary, one
started from railroads, three from
loggers, seven from slash and de-
| bris| blazes, one from campfiras,
|and smokers were responsible for
four,
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York would there be need for
runways two miles long, able to
accommodate 100-passenger
planes. For most of the traffic
runways a mile long are ample
and planes will be built to utilize
those runways. He punctured
the idea of 100-passenger ships

planes than less frequent in the
large planes.

This highly informing talk
made it clear that much of the
talk about the future of avia-
tion is too optimistic. Advance-
ment will come and it will be
rapid, but not at all revolution-
ary. We can build our local
plans accordingly.

County School
Heads to Meet
Here Tuesday

County school superintendents
from all sections of Oregon will
gather here next Tuesday for their
annual four-day conference, call-
ed by Rex Putnam, state superin-
tendent of public instruction.

Clerks of the school districts
will meet Monday, preceding the

Work of the conference will in-
volve discussion and evaluation of
practices in school administration
and supervision and ' plans for
continuved improvement of in-

struction in the Oregon schools.
R. H. McAtee, Crook county, is
association president.

| Absentee Vote
Possible in

June Election

June 22 may vote by absentee bal-
time

lumbia $77698, Coos $1256.26,
Crook $344.45, Curry $255.56, De-
schutes $732.34, Douglas $1540.17,
Gilllam $442.94, Grant $434.34,
‘Harney $400.71, Hood River $519.-
11, Jackson $1630.84, Jefferson
$381.12, Josephine
math $2171.40.




