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Great _(j;pital
Cities Stunned
By Disclosure

WASHINGTON, April 12 -(®
The death of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt shocked the world
%o its foundations today.

In Washington, from the man
who now becomes president—Vice
President Harry Truman — down
to the least of the city's people
the news was overwhelming.

In London, Prime Minister
Churchill was reported to have
decided immediately fo pay trib-
ute to him when the house of com~
mons convenes at 11 am. today.
Deeply Affecled

Associates said Churchill was
deeply affected. Churchill and
Roosevelt were close personal
friends — called one another by
their Christian names — and had
been in telephone communication
with each other almost dally in
recent weeks,

U. 8. Ambassador John G. Wi-
mant, in London, informed of the
death, said “the greatest Ameri-
gan of our age is dead.” The news
swept through London like wild-
fire and many persons seemed
stunned.

The president’s death was an-
mounced here by his secretary,
Stephen Early, who on Deec. 7,
1941, gave the world the news of
the Pearl Harber atiack that
lunged this country into war.

ere Is A Flash™

The White House called the
three major news services at
about 5:45 pm. (EWT) on a2 eon-
ference call. There was a long
pause.

Then Early came on the wire
and made the electrifying an-
nouncement. His voice sounded
fairly calm and measured, but he
obviously was laboring under in-
tense emotion.

His first words wers—

“Here is a flash.

“The president diad suddenly
garly this afternoon—"

There was a sudden flursy
among his listeners.

EBeporters Incredulous

“You mean President Roose-
velt?” someone shouted over the
line.

“Of course,” Early replied,
*there is only one president”

Mrs. Roosevelt received the
n®ws of her husband's death by
telephone. She was attending an
afternoon benefit for a Washing-
ton charity which was being held
at the Sulgrave club..

She went to the phone, spoke
e few words, put down the re-
eeiver and walked out to her ear
without a word toe anyone. )

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, whose
husband also died as the result
of war labors and the attempt to
unite the world in a-peace or-
ﬁanizai.ion. was at the same party.

ot In Good Health

Mr. Roosevelt had not been ia
the best of health for some time,
K was disclosed tonight.

Last week at a2 banquet for As-
sociate Justice Hugo Black of the
supreme court, Mrs. Roosevealt
disclosed to Senator Barkley of
Kentucky, the democratic leader,
that the food the president had
been ealing recently had no taste
for him.

Barkley said he remarked that
Mr. Roosevelt loocked thin and
haggard and Mrs. Roosevelt sald
she also felt he was too thin.

Mrs. Roosevelt said that for
several days previous the presi-
dent had been taking only gruel
because he had no taste for other
foods.

When the death became known |
here several hundred gathered
outside the iron railing of the
White House grounds. They ques-
tioned guards through the fence,
without success. The lowering of
the lag atop the White House to |
half staff attracted scores of other
assersby late in the afternoon.

witchboard Jammed

On Capitol Hill the telephone

his political enemies.

ROOSEVIELT'S SICNATURE

e e il :

!Loveotmemim Roesevelt’'s life. From beyhood he collected
ship models and marine prints; he became » skilled mavigator; an

expert angler. Above caich is a 77-pound tarpon. His lesser hobby, Wtu;navu-

stamp oollecting, helped boom philately.

| This picture of the scholarly Roos-
evelt wag faken In
1913, when the presidenti, then
31, becams assisiant secrelary
Roosevelt faced the world ordin- of navy in Wilsen's adminis-
arily with a cockiness that re- iration. He resigned im 1930 to
assured his friends and harassed campaign for ithe viee presi-

Fhlhn the firm
impress of his character on “New Deal” administrations.

News of President Roosevelt .Death Sh

A
time and duties permitied, Roosevelt reverted to the role of so-called squire of Hyde
He is shown here with his “first lady” placidly knitting at his side.

Expressions of Regret Come From All Walks of Life

switchboards weve “hopelessly”
mmed with calls. Admiral Ross |
. Mcintyre, the president’s per-
sonal physician, had talked to
Warm Springs earlier today and

time.

“There was no apprehension
this moming,” Mcintyre told re-
porters at the White House.

had .
him this week for two or three
days of golt.
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Governor Thomas E. Dewey of
New York last night declared that

Hoover — “Whatever differences

there may have been, they end in | who symbolized
the regret of death. !thbr-::bmnther

tunate that in this great crisis of

(By the Associated Press) ways recognized his amazing gen-
fus in behalf of his always vigor-

President Roosevelt would be|°%® idenls.

|mourned “as a human being of | Sem. Capper (R-Kas.)—I canmot

warm human qualities and great |think of anything more tragie. A

the president was all right at that | capabilities.
“It remains for all of us to pre-| Sem. Wayne Motse: “We have

serve and strengthen our national | &ll lost a great leader, who in my

unity in waging the war to total, | judgment

uncompromi<ing victory over all|ideals of democracy.”

our enemic Sen. Guy Cordom: “No man of
Egrlier, Dc . v telegraphed Mrs. |this generation in the world has

planned on going down “to | Rocsevelt: “Please accept our |more piofoundly affected the

deepest sympathy in your great|course of history than President

loss which will be shared by ev-|Roosevell, fnd his passing will

ery American and mourned by ail | have repercussions that no man

the freedom-loving people of the|tan now appraise.”

entire world.” “Symbolized All Hopes”

Heover Joins in Regret Edgar ¥. Kaiser, vice-president

Roosevelt's untimely death is a
great loss to the cause of liberty
and freedom-loving peoples every-
where throughout the world. . . .
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critical hour in history is a loss to
civilization that no man now can
measure; let us pray that it will
not prove to be irrepkrable.”
Justice Jumes T. Brand: “In this
emergency, his death is a tragedy
to everyone, regardless of political

Dean Chester F. Luther of Wil-

lamette university: “A world

of Chemeketa chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution:
“Great as is the loss to the cause

Ll

charting an allied victory.

His intimates said nothing less
than the threat of war, and finally
war itself, could haye prompted
Mr. Roosevelt to stir up political
turmeil in tremendous proportions
by shattering the 150-year-old two-
termm presidential tradition and
then running for a fourth term.

War was far from Mr. Roose-

thing America need fear was “fear
itself.”

‘New Deal’ Is Born

Of aristocratic lineage, a scion
of wealth, he came to power in the
midst of a strangling depression,
laiming that there must be a
w deal” for the “forgotten
man.”

There was swift acceptance by
Congress of early reforms, then a
gradual stiffening against White
House  recommendations.

President Roosevelt called
World War II the “survival war.”

In his war message the day after
the Pearl Harbor attack, he said,
“no matter how long it may take
us to overcome this premeditated
invasion, the American people in
their righteous might will win
through to absolute victory.”
Long in National Eye

Mr. Roosevelt, the son of-James
and Sara Delano Roosevelt, was in
the national eye long before enter-
ing the White House. He had been
a New York state senator, 'Assis.
tant Secretary of the Navy in
World War I days; unsuccessful
candidate for vice president when
James M. Cox was defeated for
the presidency and governor of
New York for two terms.

It was during Mr. Roosevelt’s
first term as governor that the
first of twd attempts was made on
his life. In April, 1920, a bomb
addressed to him was found in
the Albany postoffice.

In February, 1933, Mr. Roose-
velt, as presidentelect, visited
Miami, Fla. Giuseppe Zangara
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New Chieftain
Humbly Sure
Of His Ability
e

WASHINGTON, April 12~(F)
Harry 8. Truman entered the
White House tonight in one of
the most critical periods in his
nation’s history with humble con-
fidence that he is big enough to
meet the burdens of a war-time

presidency. J

He entered it with a delermina-
tion to call upon the best brains
of the country to help guide him
through the perils of war, peace
negotiations and reconversion.
Courage Demonsirated

Those of us who travelled with
him on a transcontinental speech-
making tour for the vice presi-
dency last fall and who were in
daily conference with him before
and after his election, think of
him as a man:

1. Whose courage has been dem-
onstrated time and again as a
campaigner and as chairman of
the senate war investigating com-
mittee who never hesitated to lam.
bast those high in administration
favor.

2. Whose knowledge of his own
limitations is suth that he never
hegitates to call onr others whose
qualifications on matters of high
importance he may consider su-
perior to his own.

3. Whose ability to “pick the
brains” of others raised the Tru-
man committee to a status rarely
enjoyed by a congressional com-
mitte.

4. Whose friendliness and mod-
esty is the same as it was when
he entered the vice presidency
and as it probably was when he
was a farm boy down in Missouri.
Raps Iselationists

During the cagppaign, Truman
called repeatedly for the defeat
of eight republican candidates for

| senator whom he termed “iso-

lationists.”
When his campaign moved into
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Massachusetts, he was asked at

veit's thoughts on that March 4,/ s press conference in Boston
1938, when he declared in his first | whether he felt the same way
inaugural address that the only!

about Senator Walsh (D-Mass),
an opponent of administration
foreign policy prior to Pear! Har-
bor. >

Quick as a flash, Truman came
back with the statement thali he
saw no difference in the voting
records of Walsh and others, but
that Walsh was not up for re
election and there was still time
to convert him.

Poliits te Recegmition

Once, on the west coast, a re-
porter asked Truman whether. in
the tragic event of Mr. Roosevelt's
death, the 60-year-old Missourian
thought himself capable of step-
ping into his shoes.

Never a question dodger, Tru-
man promptly came back with
the assertion that many news-
papers had said he had a knowl-
edge of the war program second
only to that of Mr. Roosevelt
himself.

Truman recently told an audi-
ence in his home state that Miss-
ouri is, both geographically, and
politically, a little to the left of
center.

That describes his own political
| philosophy. He has said that the
nation can provide all the post-
| war jobs necessary—60,000,000 if
|that Is the required figure—if
{men to the left and to the right,
| will get together,

Truman Seventh
Vice-President
To Take Reins

WASHINGTON, April 12 -1
Harry 8. Truman is the Tth vice

The others with the dates they
took office:

John Tyler, 1840, on death of

William Henry Hervison.
dmw 1850, on death

Andrew Johnson, 1865, on ag-
sassination of Abraham Lincoln.
Chester A. Arthur, 1881, on ase

* | sassination of James A




