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Morse Opposes Service Bill
Sen. Wayne Morse took the floor in opposi-
tion to the work-or-jail bill which squeaked
through the house with a seven-vote margin
‘Wednesday. Morse declared:
It will be a dangerous day for our represen-

tative government in America if the senate
ever votes to vest in one man such tremendous

power.
“ He was referring to the authority vestéd

_in Director Byrnes of the office of war mobili-
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zation and executed through the war manpower
commission for placing workers in war jobs
and holding them there, which the bill would
grant,

There are those who see in this legislation
a conditioning of the American people to the

yoke of permanent government regimentation.
That is the menace which Senator Morse sees.
That fear may be exaggerated. We have already
vested in the president vast powers, which
viewed in the abstract are alarming to friends
of popular liberty. But the congress has Put
definite limits of time for all these wartime
grants of authority. Some, like lend-lease, have
definite expiration dates, though they have
been extended from time to time. Others are
limited to the war and six months thereafter.
At any rate these powers will terminate;_ and
presumably the war manpower act carries a
similar termination date.

Whether the danger forseen by Senator Morse
is false or genuine could only be proven by
the lapse of time. The fact is that it is unneces-
sary to assume the risk. The enactment of the
national service bill at this stage of the war
cannot be justified on any sound ground. The
German phase of the war is moving swiftly
toward victory. The goods to sustain the fight-
ing are pouring out of factories. Already there
are decreases in the number of workers en-
gaged in war industry due to decline in con-
tracts. War Manpower Commissioner McNutt
himself reports a positive betterment in the
situation. Conditions are not such as to justify
legislation of this character at the present
time.

The contention that this is necessary in order
to hold up morale of the fighting forces is
gbsurd. With our armies winning sweeping
victories in every theatre there appears to be
nothing wrong with its morale. At home the
people have been pushed around considerably
of late to demaobilize the jeoy brigades. It hardly
seems necessary to add this measure to the
Jist just to improve morale either at home
or abroad.

It looks to,The Statesman as though govern-
ment officials had jumped to the conclusion
that a service act was needed back in the
time of the December reverse in Belgium, and
now are determined to carry the idea through
in spite of altered conditions.

There is an odd inconsistency in the attitude
of many left-wingers. It occurs in the whole
field of the power, of the state. Traditionally
the democratic idea was the retention of liberty
in maximum degree by the people. But the
neo-liberals are the ones who keep piling
duties on the state and making individuals
yield more and more to the state. The incon-
sistency appears in English political thinking
as well as our own. We happened to listen
to a transcription of an English forum on
the subject of postwar conscription, over KOAC,
The conservative member of the dialogue was
inclined to favor it; and the socialist member
thought it would be a good idea to have every-
one working for the state for a period. The
conservative seemed to see it as a military
necessitly; the socialist as a social good. So the
socialist though leads to regimentation, which
is the very antithesis of our traditional con-
ception of liberty. '

That same philosophy seems to affect the
thinking on this national service act here,
Some favor it because the army and navy say
it is needed; others favor it because they
think everyone should be working for the
government. The latter philosophy is dangerous
as Senator Morse points out. And the compelling
argument remains that national service is not
needed now.

General Eisenhower says that he will make
formal announcement when organized German
resistance on the western front is broken. From
the looks of the headlines we ought soon to
say: “Well, what's he waiting for?”

Editorial Comment

planes is good for a verbal battle any day. Both
debates are likely to be practically influenced by
a powerful argument in .steel just set afloat at
Newport News by the United States navy. The
Midway, 45,000-ton “flattop,” is twice as large as
the carriers which won the battle from which she
takes her name and if successful in action may
aiter several aspects of modern war.

General Doolittle’s heroic Tokyo raiders did the
-
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Sturdy Dutch |

While our eyes are following the srrows
racing from the Rhine into Germany we forget
there is a section of the map omitted from
current pictures of the western front. That
is The Netherlands. Actually the most of The
Netherlands is still occupied by the enemy.
The allies have liberated only the southern
portion of the kingdom of Queen Wilhelmina,
She visited her native land the other day, but
still was unable to go to The Hégue, to Ams-
terdam, Rotterdam or Haarlem, great cities
of her country.

The sturdy Dutch are still holding out against
the invader; of that we may be certain. But
they suffer severely. A Salvation Army officer
who was interned in Holland in 1940 recently
arrived in this country in an exchange of
nationals. He reported:

“It is hard to realize that Holland as it is
now can be put on its feet again. The condition
of the Amsterdam people is more than pitiable.
All they can buy are the meagerest of rations;
neither clothing nor any of the other com-
modities of which there used to be abundance
in prewar Holland, are to be had. People patch
and repatch their clothing—and even then
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there are great difficulties because to find darn-
ing cotton or wool is no mean task.

“Many Dutich people tried to get something
to eat from the couniry but the Germans were
constantly frustrating them by confiscating
what food they had been able to obtain.
German guards were posted at strategic cross-

News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole

or in part strictly prohibited.)

roads; whenever anyone approached they would

search him and take away any foodstuffs he

might carry, includlpng a few potatoes for

which he had doubilessly paid a high price”

This spring, rations have been further re-
duced and the people have only bread and
potatoes and little else to live on.

There is anxious concern for the early libera-
tion of The Netherlands lest the people suffer

permanently from the malnutrition imposed
by the “master race,” the Germans. The im-
mediate objectives of the British and Canadian
forces which operate at the lower end of the
line along the Rhine seem to be to get into
the Ruhr. The idea is to destroy the German
war-making machine there and defeat its arm-
jes. The expectation is that if this is accom-
plished Germany will have to evacuate Hol-
land. So far the nazi rule has been not to
yield ground except under necessity. Thus the,
Germans rstill scatter their armies in Italy,
Austria, Holland, Denmark and Norway. So
it may be that the allies will have to turn north
and clean the nazis out of The Netherlands,

The freeing of the Dutch ought not to be
delayed a day longer than necessary. They
have been a stalwart bulwark against nazismy-
and should not be allowed to suffer any longer
than can be helped. Nor should we be B0
greedy of ample food supplies that we withohld
foods that are so desperately needed by the
people of The Netherlands.

Over at Corvallis an Easter egg hunt is sched-
uled for next Sunday. All week there will be
a nation-wide hunt for Easter ham.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L, SIMPSON«
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

Despite a tactical security news blackout wvir-
tually all along the flaming west front in Germany
the broad pattern of the Allied attack is beginning
to take shape.

It could be seen clearly in consolidation of
the American First, Third and Seventh army
sectors beyond the Rhine into a single huge knife,
cutting its way into the heart of the great central
German plain. It can be discerned, too, now in
the swift development of an encirclement" threat
to the whdle congested Ruhr area and the difficult
terrain south of it where stiffest Nazi resistance
ha% been met.

The news blackout on the First army front
was raised sufficiently to disclose that its tank
columns had wheeled suddenly northward above
the Lahn to leap 40 miles or more toward a
junction with Field Marshall Monigomery's armies
slashing eastward over the Westphalian plains.
While the exact whereabouts of Montgomery's
most advanced elements was unrevealed, field
reports pictured them running wild in the open
country around Munster. It seemed certain that
Montgomery's armor was swinging southward also
and that the actual gap between the First army
in the south and British-American tank forces in
the north was less than 70 miles.

A junction would cut off the whole Ruhr. It

WASHINGTON, Marth 20—
The manpower matter did not
come out in final form from the
congressional negotiators exact-
ly as expected.

The labor

draft was de-
feated " and
burled, true
enough. Mr,
Roosevelt's re-
commended
course was
lost. But in its
place, a new
Program was
devised which
is popularly advertised as a la-
bor freeze.

The title is not exactly accu-
rate. It would freeze all labor—
excepting strikers, the ones
whose labor is apt to matter
most in war production, (ac-
cording to the bill's sponsors
who should know.)

They proudly and officially
proclaimed that exemption in
both houses of congress. They
say strikers do not terminate
their employment, at least not
legaily, and therefore are be-
yond freezing.

You would think then that the
union leaders would be cheer-
ing. They are not. AFL’'s Green
calls it “a slave bill,” and CIO
is also against it, as well as the
Manufacturers association and
the chamber of commerce (ac-
cording to a house member who
polled them all.)

What the bill actually pro-
poses is to give War Mobilizer
Byrnes authority to freeze men
in certain areas (not defined)
under penalty of jail for a year
or $10,000 fine and to do cer-
tain other things, but the bill
itself neglects to say union
strikers are exempt.

Hence Byrnes might not agree
with the advocates of the pro-
gram in congress and might try
to use the legislation to freeze
workers against strikes — In
which case a court would have
to decide, after the strike is
over, no doubt. '

But Bymmes can and probably
will delegate the authority to
Manpowerer McNutt who might
have other ideas.

Thus the most important an-
gle of the legislation is still un-
decided. If sirikes are exempt,

then the government could look .

pretty silly putting one man in
jail for a ¥ somewhere for
quitting his job, and letting
thousands of men strike beyond
the penalties of the bill, and re-
strained only by other govern-

ment action, if any (war labor
board, plant seizure, etc.)

In short the measure merely
hands Mr. Byrnes a lot of strong-
sounding but not very clear
powers. It furthermore tells him
to handle them for the follow-
ing purpose: -

(Section 2ZA): “In order ade-
quately to support the army and
maintain the na vy during the
present war and to carry into
effect the purposes of the decla-
ration of war pledging all the
resources of the nation to bring
the conflict to a successful ter-
mination, every individual not
in the armed forces shall have
-an obligation, when called upon,
to serve the nation in an activi-
ty essential to the war effort.”

But the bill does not do that.
The powers do not fit that pur-
pose. It does not propose to
draft anyone or in anyway
rally new workers.

It does give Byrnes power to
regulate hiring, rehiring, solici-
tation and recruitment of labor
by employers. He can alsh put a
ceiling on any plant, and there-
fore, put any plant out of busi-
ness or put it on a small scale
or large s¢ale business. Yet he
cannot enforce the obligation to
serve “on every individual.”

How this new program hap-
pened to spring up is a secret
of the congressional conferees
who have done little talking.
Only two opposed it, (Dewey
Short, the Missouri republican
in the house, and Joseph O’Ma-
honey, the Wyoming democratic
senator, both of whom thought
it un-democratic.) :

My information is that the
guiding sponsor of it on the in-
side was Sen. Warren Austin,
the Vermont republican who
favors much more — a labor
draft. I think he got his main
inspiration from the army.

The army has favored a youth
draft (for peacetime military
training) as well as labor draft
for war and has the draft solu-
tion in mind for practically ev-
ery problem—or as much draft
as possible.

Congress overwhelmingly re-
jected the notion, so it put the
draft ideal into this “freezing-
in-certain-areas-except - strik-
ers-or-is-it?” bill: No doubt it
expects the ideal to be imple-
mented later.

This explains the confusion
still existing in this latest pro-
gram as to exactly what should
be done. It was an effort to
compromise two opposing ideals,
and the result could not be oth-
erwise,

might completely trap many thousands of Nazi
troops still deployed in that vast industrial com-
munity of overlapping, stone-built factory cities.
Their encirclement probably would leave expased
& wide and virtually unmanned gap along the
canal connected Ems-Weser river line.

the great Ruhr industrial hub was never  con-
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“THE YOUNG IDEA”

By Mossler
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(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)
falls into enemy hands, just as

Hitler's autobahnen are for Ger-
many now. This fact was a mat-

ter of grave concern in Oregon
in the early stages of the war.
It was realized that our numer-
ous paved highways leading to
the coast would be most con-
venient for Japs to use in ad-
vancing inland if they should ef-
fect landings on the coast. It
may be disclosed now that very
careful plans were laid for de-
nying o the enemy the use of
these roads, and fortunately the
country through which they
passed was such that this could
have been accomplished without
too great difficulty.

Engineers of the highway de-
partment studied each highway.
They had locations set for blast-
ing off cliffs in narrow portions
of canyons and for blowing up
bridges. Experienced woodsmen
were also enrolled in the state
guard with the special duty of
falling trees across roadways.
All this was designed to slow up
enemy progress until our own
armies could reach the valley for
counter-attack. The scheme was
carefully worked out with the ap-
proval of army officers respon-
sible for coastal. defense.

Fortunately it was never nec-

essary to pull the defense plan -
out of the files; but it should be

kept up and reviewed from time
to time as part of our defense
policy.

In construction of future high-
way the military phase should
not be overlooked. Such roads
should be designed with a few
to their use by our own forces
and so they might-be rendered
useless to an enemy if in his
possession. Hitler's experience
shows the need for considering
the dual problem of roads in
war-time.

Flashes of Life

ROCKVILLE CENTER, N. Y-
(#)-The family of Allan J. Cam-
eron was startled by a loud hol-
low thud.

Cameron, thinking a boiler had
exploded, dashed to the cellar,
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neatly stacked packages of K
rations.

The 30th infantry division boys
thought they had nabbed a Nazi
he was decked out in

such highly polished gold and

It may not be funny to Paris
bartenders, but Brussels soon is
to become the largest rest center
in the European theatre with the
formation of the Belgian leave
“section commanded by Lt. Col,
Frederick Kraschel, Harlan, Ia.

One of the attractions is a
mammoth dancehall where a bar,
commanded by Lt. Victor Spence,
Detroit, Mich., - dispenses . beer,
soft drinks and ice cream—with
chocolate cauce.

« CHATTANOOGA, March 28.-
(#)-W. W. McGhee, Chattanooga

In a circuit court suit he asked
that amount of a railroad, claim-
ing he suffered permanent in-
juries from more than 100 stings
by bees which escaped while in
shipment, .

The Literary
Guidepost

By W. G. Rogens

“VICTORIA THROUGH THE LOOK-
ING GLASS:

flame of a candle is like after
it is blown out.” With this rash
quotation which in effect ac-
knowledges that the task she
has set for herself is impossible,
Mrs. Lennon begins her last
chapter.

But if Alice, to eonclude the
quotlation, “could not remember
ever having seen such a thing"”
she—and Lewis Carroll—should
be with us today, for in this
book we see the flame flare
again as much as it's ever likely
to.

C. L. Dodgson was a man of
many facets, all of them oddities
which indubitably added up to
genius, He was reverend, artist,
photographer, writer, mathema.
tician, lover of little girls, and he
was Lewis Carroll. He used card-
board mats to save table linen;
he kept his means so he wouldn’t
repeat; he made tea by swinging
the kettle in a 10-minute walk
up and down his room; he en-
tertained young guests with a
kind of Rube Goldberg - Sandy
Calder gadget. .

Thought there are an occasional
sophistication and polish which
do not precisely match the sim-
plicity of the strangely naive
Victorian, this book interprets
sensitively and imaginatively the
author of “Alice’'s Adventures
in Wonderland.” The biographer
introduces - Ellen Terry, Gilbert
and Sullivan, Tenniel, a pair of
Alice's, She notes the left-hand-
edness that inspires a stanza
about the White Knight, Dodg-
son's birth in the Cheshire of

This is relevant profund ob-
servation. If it doesn't carry us
quite to the tum-tum tree, or lift
us to the rare level of uffish
thought, that must be blamed on
the recalcitrant Carroll, not on
Mrs. Lennon.

“FIRST WHISPERS OF ‘THE WIND
WILLOW

IN THE l'E"-u

*m- . :

Now almost 40 years old, “The
Wind in the Willows,” which
was the pet of many readers, in-
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government and levies taxes on
everything coming across its bor
ders. After going to China as an
aide to the U. S. ambassador I was
loaned fo the Chinese government
to assist them with their animals,

“l learmed that although Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek is the
head of the government other pro-
vinee heads had minds of their

pire affiliation. There are 435.
000,000 people in China. Of this
numbe; 85 per cent or aboul
four out of five are engaged in
agriculture and it takes that num-
ber of agricultural workers to
feed the populace. In the United
States it takes ome out of five
to feed us.

“The Japanese and Germans
have made inroads into parts of

‘| China's trade and when this war

is over we must contend with that
influence. The Chinese have not
forgotten that while they were
our alley we were sending their
enemy, Japan, scrap steel for tools
of war to be used against them.
We must overcome that

“The Chinese government ig
sending representatives to this
country to study or methods. Re
member when one of these agents'
shows up in your community and
do the best possible by him be
cause he is a selected man and
is a really big shot in China.

“At present the Chinese are
having a hard time eating. The
Japanese have about all the best
land under control. The Chinese
are pushed to the mountainous
area. And remember, in China
there is more land above the 10,-
000 foot level than in the rest of
the whole world. Through 4000
years of civilization, and subse-
quent cultivation of the land,
China’s earth is worn out. It has

natural resources untold, unde
veloped. A market lies there, but
we must learn where it is and
what it is and then go affer it"

Security Plan Needs
Provision for Change

WASHINGTON, March 20-(P)-
—Herbert Evatt, Australian minis-
ter for external affairs, urged yes-
terday that the world security or-
ganization make provision for its
own “orderly change.”

There should be periodical re-
views of the charter, which the
United Nations plan to draw up

at their San Francisco meeting,
Evatt said.
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