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Feeding the Peoples

Congress is going to investigate the food sit-

‘uation again. One shivers at the prospect. The

government administration agencies haven't
done too well in controlling food supply and
distribution, but no one has suffered for lack of
foad. Civilians are eating better than they ever
have before, as a whole; our army is the best-
fed army in the world; we have shared our sub-
stance with allied nations with some allowance
for liberated countries.

A congressional committee is apt to start with
two disqualifying. prejudices: first, a jealousy
of administrative agencies; second, readiness to

@ accept the producer viewpoint. On th_e fir_s.t
point congressmen as well as others delight in
abusing bureaus and bureaucrats. Members ap-
pear to have a sort of inferiority complex as
regards the executive branch of government, so
they vent their spleen on the underling divi-
sions. It is always easy to cast judgments on
4he basis of hindsight; and in the management
of the provisioning of tens of millions of peo-
ple blunders are sure to show up, which will
form choice meat for the investigators.

In the second place, the senators and con-
gressmen from the farm belt who are under
steady pressure to break down price controls on
farm products will be sure to argue that if only
the farm group plan had been adopted things
would be better. Maybe they would; but con-
gressmen and senators who are playing up 'to
the farm vote are hardly the best judges.

A year ago there was a surplus of eggs and so
much pork that fewer farrowings were urged
because of limits of animal feed. This year sup-
plies are down, but demand has taken a big
jump due to heavier fighting and to opening of
so much of Europe which is calling for food-

stuffs,
The tendency seems to be to cut down else-

where so that our domestic fpod supplies may
remain high, tHough a cut of 12 per cent on

. meats is set for April 1. It would be wrong to
say however that the civilian population is suf-
fering from any lack of food. Virtually all
kinds of food are available though not in the
quantities of normal times. We may have some-
what shorter rations for a few months, but no
one will suffer.

The cut of 87 per cent in American supplies of
meat to Britain which is reported to be planned
for the next quarter seems unduly drastic be-
cause the British meat allowance is very small
as it is. This cut would reduce the weekly meat
rations from 24 to 20 cents worth per person in
the British isles. We in America can stand more
of a reduction than 12 per cent rather than di-
minish the portion 4o Britain by 87 per cent.

These questions are primarily administrative
and decisions must be left with administrative
bodies. It's all right for them to be under con-
stant scrutiny, and for their acts to be discussed
and commented on. Even congress must be per-
mitted its authority to investigate. But there
i3 no reason to get panicky. We can still take
some curtailment inlsupplies. And the prospect
is that before many imonths there will be some
relief. And we must remember that Britain has
been on very short rations for nearly six years,
and that peoples on the continent, many of
them, suffer from real malnutrition.

Strip Mining

Last week The Statesman commented on a
bill in the Oregon legislature to impose a small
degree of control over dredging operations

- / “which now leave humps of gravel where once

was fertile bottom land. Our Oregon problem
is very tiny, on an acreage basis, though the
ruin is of greater significance than the area
‘would indicate because o fthe limited quantity
of good bottom land in those districts where
iold dredging is carried on.

Other states have a similar problem on a far
greater scale due to strip mining for coal. Mod-
ern power machinery has made strip mining
very profitable where the overburden is not too
great. In 1914, strip mines produced 1,281,000
tons of coal. The quantity increased to 21 mil-
lion tons in 1934 and by 1944 the strip mine pro-
duction reached 93 million tons, or 15 per cent
of the total of bituminous coal produced.

According to an article in the Wall Street

Editorial Comment

FLOOD CONTROL

The army engineers in Portland state that the
Fern Ridge dam on the Long Tom river has proven
ftz usefulness as a unit in ultimate flood control by
2 network of seven dams. The completed network
will have as its chief purpose the reduction of flood
damage in the Willamette river basin as well as
to provide benefits in the way of navigation and

" had bored seven miles up Fiv
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Journal, “All this franti¢ grubbing has resulted
in reducing sizable arcas of theigreat coal states
to nightmarish landscapes of bled earth
stone.” As a result campai to reform the
strippers are boiling thrpu t the coal pro-
ducing area. West Virgini passed a law
to regulate treatment af y strip miners. -
Bills are pending in Penl a and Ohio. lrn
Indiana and Illinois whe rip mining has been

carried on for a'longer _
ily level off the land, and in some cases fry to
reclaim it. Reforesting is done on some lands
and occasionally farming is atfempted. .
The war has given d big impetus to eartl*-
moving machinery. equipment will

used more and more | ! dredging and mining
operations, ingreasing the amount of land made
waste and degrading |th ! ape. Surely

some plans can be deyised that our soils will
not be utterly destroyed and our scenery made
hideous in the effort t:Liet at the gold or coal
or minerals which lie under ﬁuisurface. l
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Plot Against Hitles! |
Louis P. Lochner, gociated Press corre-
spondent whose long residence in Berlin made

him one of the real authorities on German af-
fairs, has written some févealing articles on the
failure of the plot agri_rlst 'Hitler last July.
Lochner has accompaniéd the American armies
into Germany and thefe has gotten in touch
with former acquaintanges whg/ have given him
full details of the antiiHitler plot. Lochner's

| By PAUL MALLON |
King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole

or! in part strictly prohibited.) ’

articles, written from Ba n, are among the most
informative of the war, dealing as they do with
the inner dissension wiih'in Germany and with
Hitler's purge of disside.ﬁ'_l elements. '

The story as unfolded|by Lochner indicates
that the bomb explosion |at Hitler's headquar- -
ters was real, and not ﬁabridjition as we had
surmised with the design to follow it with the
purge. There actually was a conspiracy of
leading army men and an ac¢tual bomb placed
under Hitler’s chair. Hitler was wounded, only
a few shifts in the sceng saving him from sud-
den death. Lochner's:informant says that Hit-
ler now is irrational at times; .

Himmler, it is stated, Whs one: of the conspira-
tors though he was clevér enough to escape the
consequences by diverting suspicion to an ac-
complice. Rommel wu:.;lﬁvolved, but he
was reported dead from finjuries when his ca
was strafed by an allied iplafie. Others of the
plotters were summarily put to death, some
shot, others garroted With (a wire. Peaple‘r
courts which Hitler set up carried out many se-
cret trials and sentenced many to execution,
and in many of the German &iﬁe.s hanging bod-
ies of the condemned conspirators proved Hit-
ler's power and effectively ¢rushed any fresh
attempts at revolution. || | ., ;

The net result is that Germany has lost some
of its ablest leaders, Ii ol. Gen. Ludwi
Beck; and all chance at an edrlier surrender |
negotiated peace was lost. he military men
knew that Germany would logé when the United
States entered the wari~their memories went
back to the result of American intervention in
1917-1918. They wanted o obtain peace to prer

" vent Germany’s destructipn: Mad Hitler, how»|

ever, is so fanatical thatihe will compass Ger-|
many's complete ruin rather than yield. |

The whole is a sad afid sérry picture: Ong
man plunging the worid jinto terrible war and
shoving his own countr§ ovér the brink intp|
utter chaos when his attegnpt at world dominion
failed! I - Al
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By KIRKE L. SIMPSON |
ASSOCIATED PRESS' WAR' ANALYST |

A flood of American milifary might is at the ga
way to a wide sweep of | @n countryside siit-
able for war of maneuver and leading directly to
the heart of the enemy’s power fo resist. |

The Seventh army’s capture df Saarbruecken, an
Zweibruecken and Worms; and the Third army’s
smash beyond Kaiserlautérn wirtually eliminatey
the last German strength west of the Rhine. The
two powerful armies now, &re jdined, their
multiplied. i '| |

Significant are the indi@tiom ithat for the
time, wholesale surrender ®f seasoned Nazi
isvt;ecuf:minl apparent. IL'; 1 ; |

ith their formations cHt t0 pieces by lunging
tank columns and battered: froi ?tihe -ir{ay ied
planes by the thousands, tBat | of the |

!

|
war fhachine which has trigd to/stop the U.S. { -}

crease hgarings

WASHINGTON, March 20—
What will happen fo those war
bonds yéu are so |patriotically
buying &nd |should be storing
away, ! was |
threshed out
betweein the
treasury and
financially wa-
ry senatprs ‘in
the deBit in-

—but not gen-
erally observed.

It is eénough
to lay the So:ifle
-stories jmpin- Paul Mazllon
ging the integrity of {those bonds,
and, in fact, clear the whole
postwar atmosphere, not only as
to government finance, but upon
prices, business, taxes and all
economic; policies.

Treasury Undersecretary Bell
agreed with the senators that the
governmeént must have, and will
get, whatever controls are neces-
sary to maintain the full face of
all war loans.

The government cannot afford
io let thém drop to B2 this time,
as after the last war, simply be-
cause the whole financial equi-
librium of the country ‘'is, this
time, inextricably involved in
the bond value balance. The
banks, for i ce, own about
mmo‘om the debt and
will get about $20,000,000,000 to
$25,000,000,000 “more of it an-
nually. |

The government simply can-
not afforfl to let the bonds drop
without letting the banks drop,
and thesq institutions are indeed
now guataniéed by the govern-
ment. (FDIC)

To fulfill its necessities in this
respect, ;Mr.| Bell laid out a
course of action, under senato-
rial promptings (from Byrd,
Hawkes ‘and Milliken mostly)
which carries sound expecta-
tions. | | '

Rather' large refunding oper-
ations wijl have to be conducted
to pay those people who want
to cash in to buy autos, radios,
etc. New bonds will be issued

to raise that amount of cash. -

To handle this operation the
governmént will have to support
the bond market (“manipulate
it” is the wi]y one senator put
it) : ! .

A bill] is now | passed
the dollar to 25 per cent, which
will give the federal reserve
system the | tidy keeping
credit of $36,000,000,000 for
such support, '

all agreed) if the government
cuts expenses and keeps taxes
up (Messrs. Wallace, radicals
and Keynes theorists, plbgse
note.) In short, the government
can no longer afford freely to
finance domestic and leorld
WPA’s and keép faith with' the
people on the bonds they Rhald,
but must curtail and watch its
financial st¢p in order that high
taxes may be sufficient to Hup-
port government without fur-
ther deficit financing. i

Furthermopre it must encour-
age a high level of business ac-
tivity in order to get engugh
tax revenues to sustain itself, its
bonds and expenditures. Thus lits
course is & required one, |and
not a choice as between a
spending or a non-spending pol-
icy. -

Only wise and thrifty man-
agement is permitted by the ex-
pected debi of $292,000,000,000
(June 1946) and every dollar of
debt adds djfficulty to the prob-
lem.

Mr. Wallace and his friends
should remember government
bonds and the faith of the gov-
ernment pledged to the people
who bought them, when their
free spending “humane” policies
are proposed. . il

The postwar reconversion
must be handled with similar
skill and ¢are, because wide-
spread unemployment wounld
force’ the government to expénd-
itures which would add te its
inability to meet the bond pay-
ments soundly, and to keep
enough business going to pay the
interest on the debt.

If these |reasonable projects
fail, then Mr. Bell to
agree with the senators that the
federal reserve system will have
to issue currency to pay the éx-
penses of government. (Indedd,
Senator Byrd, argued, not with-
out grounds, that if the govern-
ment is to, buy all bonds the
infla result will be. the
same as jssping money.) | |

But they both meant that |if
the government canmot mal
things -add |up, it will have to
go into further and further in-
flation, higher and higher prices,
cheaper and cheaper d |

From this, you can see there
is no chance whatever that your
war bond cannot be met | 100
cents on . the dollar. The on
chance of depreciation is not in
the bond, but in the dollar.

sistance. :
Even before news of
bruecken-Kaiserlautern i)

and Seventh armies is loah:? thrt for continued rd;\
g | i

e | Saarbruecken-Z

was apparent that _
bank of the Rhine may :
what forces the Nazis' hid on the west bank

'I'heGmnaccount,taidnr'ttarmyelemm;

posite the west bank  tg i |
would mean that the nortl nd of the Rhine val-
ley plain between Coblenz &nd Andernach had beep.
reached. It is across that Hmitéd fiat land on
sides of the Rhine that the eqst-west stem of
six-lane military autobahin® highway runs to
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and stabilize the value of that
dollar,

You bought the bond, at, say,
current price levels. It cost you

a certain amount of work. The
government will Have broken
faith with you if it lets prices
double and pays you off, three,
five or ten years hence with dol-
lars that represent twice as
much work and half as much
purchasing power in terms of
bread, butter, milk and rents.

Does this condition not also
require the government to es-
tablish certain definite economic
policies for postwar, and not go
running off into social ventures
and ‘experiments? Certainly it
requires price-fixing and OPA
regulations as long as a short-
age of goods threatens to bring
more inflation,

Also is not its responsibility
for stable prices, against infla-
tion, for good-business and
soundness, now greater than its
responsibility for, say, housing
or any other spending policy
with which it comes into con-
flict?

So many people now hold
bonds and will hold them that
this public interest has become
paramount to any other govern-
mental or class interest.

The Literary
Guidepost

By W. G. Rogens

“COPERNICUS AND HIS WORLD,”
by Hermann Kesten (Roy Publish-
ers; $3.50).

This isn’t a biography but a
panegryic. It's all about Polish
astronomer who gave his name
to an epoch, who made us all
Copernicians, who was the
“mightiest human in 1000 years.”
Kesten writes of him as of a god.

And when Kesten speaks of
Copernicus’ “world,” he means
the entire world upon which his
revolutionary discovery touched,
the world reaching back to Ptole-
my and coming up to Einstein.
It's a vast canvas. Copernicus is
set in the midst of it; the man
who proved this globe was not
the center of the universe pays
the penalty at last of becoming
the center of that globe,

The great astoronomer was
born in Torun, Poland, in 1473
and died 70 years later in
Frauenburg, where from his tow-
er he made the celestial observa-
tions and momentous deductions,
published only in the year of his
death, that started the earth to
moving around the sun.

He studied in Cracow, Bolog-

The information about .Coper-
nicus himself may be slight. At

-ment of Indiia, Burma, - Ceylon,

my, is the son of doctors. His
mother is |Alsatian, his father

+ was a killer be-

euil on Jul 1942, he crept
up on a _ sentry, stabbed
him to death with a knife, bur-
ie? him in {the woods, and he
had his gun. '

Joe was miry 18 when 4 group
of six Briti$h and two French
paratroopers| landed in his area
in souther France. He helped
guide theme|to a German garri-
son post.

The toll thist night was 52 Ger-
mans.

After Joe got into the Maguis
and killed a few more German
he got to bg a personage. By
the time the Feventh army land-

His First Germap
en He Was 17

Georges Kieffer is & big wan
in the FFL '

He's a big may anywhere, all
eight feet six inches of him, and
GI's are ready to believe his
claim that he is the tallest man
in the world. '

It's a title Georges said he won
at the Paris fair in 1837. He
is 31 L

Lt. George Gregg, Chesterfield,
S. C,, first spotted Georges and
the giant is a favorite companion
in the snapshots the boys send
home. .

Georges has a girl, he told the
boys. She is seven feet six inches
tall and as soon as the war is
over Georges says they will get
married. .

During the German occupation,
he fared badly. At first the Ger-
mans made quite a fuss over him,
even gave him two food ration
cards. Then they decided he was
a “bad German" and took his
food cards away. He dwindled
from 306 pounds to 280.

Georges found work to do
with the FFI. Now he is a road
guard for the region. And he’s
learning English ' fast from the
doughfoots.

He doesn't fare too ill from
the food standpoint, either,

Indian Situation and Church .
Will ) Discussed Thursday

A first hahd account of the situation in India facing the Christian

Presbyterian thurch Thumsday at 6:30 pm. One of these speakers,

church wiub3 given by four speakers at a no-host dinner at the First

Dr. C. Her

Rice, has been for 20 years a missionary, during that

time serving Both as college teacher and college president. Three of
the speakers are Indian nationals who have been invited by the Board

of Foreign Missions to participate
in a “fellowship mission” to the
churches in America, Ralla Ram,
Miss Zillah Soule and Khazan

Augustine Ralla Ram is a
graduate of ? Forman Christian
college, Lahore, India, and re-
ceived his logical training at
Saharanpur . He was
pastor in bad from 1915-
1928, chairmdn of the foreign
missions commitiee of the Indian
General Assembly, one of India's
delegates to | International Mis-
sionary conference at Jerusalem
and at Madraj, went on a fellow-
ship mission fo England in 1932,
was delegate {o World conference
of Christian ﬂ‘outh at Amsterdam
in 1939, for seven years was stated
clerk of the General Assembly of
the United Church of North In-
dia.

He has bech general secretary
of the Student Christian Move-

since 1928, a thember of the World
Student Fedetation and is in de-

mand as a er and discussion
leader by In youth.

Miss Zlunh!Smﬂe of Lucknow,
India, was born’ in India, gradu-
ated from Johnson Girl's school
at Jubbulport] has her bachelor's
degree from| Isabella Thobum
college at Lucknow, is now taking
post imduatej work at Columbia
university fof her master's de-
Il‘eg in edu

Blood Center
Collects 200
Pints Tuesday

The maximum quota of 200

pints” of blood was donated on
Tuesday at the Red Cross mobile
blood donors center at the First
Methodist church; report women
in the ambulance corps, assigned
to the center,

New members of the gallon club

numbered eight. The following

14

have been added to the list of
those who have donated eight
pints of blood: Florence Huston,
2515 River road, Julian: Kindler,
655 North Cottage st.; L. V. Ben-
ml
Leighton, Boy Scout office; George
Weller, 945 Shipping st.; Faith

19095 East Nob Hill; Lyle

Underweod, 1339 Plaza: Helen
Gallagher, Stayton; Lee Barnum,
1320 Mission st.

Having given the ninth time on

Tuesday are Mrs. Ruth Hadley,
Silverton; Mrs. Della Keithley,
Aumsville; Mary Lee Hauptman,
157 South Winter stieet, Luke M.
Johnston, 1645 South Liberty st.

Ten-time donors are D. K. Gem-

under, 303 North 23d, R. M. Grif-
fin, route four, Box 98, Dorothy
Leslie, 168 Gerth st, and Harold
Douris, Oregon Statesman.

‘God Is First,
Pastor Stresses
In Kiwanis Talk

The Rev. Chester Hamblin,

ledaing a program dedicated to ~
Holy week, told the Kiwanis club
Tuesday that the “worst sin” is
that of putting anything or any
human being before God.

“God is first™ and “the Cross is

the eternal point of reference,” the
pastor of the First Presbyterian
church stressed. “We see things
as we think” he declared, and
ﬁlaﬁmlnd i
regimentation
amok, you lose the
morality.”
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