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Cost of German ‘Vietory’

Von Rundstedt is pulling—his armies l?ack

from their penetration of 50 miles into Belgium,
 back to the Siegfried line. That is, he is pull-

ing.back all he can. Some thousands of his

troops are not returning—casualties’of war; and

hundreds of his tanks and trucks are burned
“ and riddled scrap by the roadsides. Yet the
Berlin radio claims the counter-offensive was a
great success. It reasons that it weakened the
American armies and gave Germany the ini-
tiative.

There is no doubt that the thrust unbalanced
the allied armies and definitely destroyed their
hopes of a decision this winter. Its initial suc-

“cess gave a fresh lift to German morale, suffi-
cient probably to carry Germans at home and
in the field over the winter. But the time
which the nazis have been striving for, what
good will it be to them? None at all unless
there develop divisions among the allies permit-
ting & negotiated peace. And that seems quite
improbable. )

Just now the Russians are driving again
across Poland, after a pause of six months; and
they have won the battles about Budapest,
clinching their hold in Hungary. As the giant
presses of the several armies confronting the
nazis apply their steady pressures Von Rund-
stedt may long for his picked panzer divisions
which he threw so recklessly into the western
front. The Germans may think their drive was
a success, but the flush of victory will quickly
fade. Surely the commanders realize now that
their armies attained only their minimum ob-
jective: blunting the allied offensive. When
they count the cost in lives and materiel that
success will seem foo expensive. As for Ger-

. man morale, nothing is so disheartening as the
raising of false hopes. When they know that
their soldiers are back where they started from,
less those who are not coming back, they will
feel that their last hope is gone.

‘The parallel ‘with the German offensive of
1918 has previously been noted. History does
seem to be repeating itself. 'The December
break-through was probably the last flash of
German military might in this war.

Stalin’s Turn to Travel

For obvious reasons no announcement fs
made of the time or place for |the meeting of
Churchill, Stalin and Roosewvelt. President
Roosevelt, in a recent press donference, said
would be “anon” rather than *soon,” and re-
marked something about a joint capital city
which would of course solve the place question,

It is evident that Churchill and Roosevelt en-
counter some difficulty imr arranging meetings
with Marshal Stalin. Churchill has been to
Moscow twice; the three met once at Teheran.
Why shouldn’'t Stalin. come to Washington or
London for the next conference? Because of
his physical disability it is not easy for Roose-
velt to travel. Churchill has done his full share
of journeying by sea and by air. Stalin has left
his country but once, to go to Teheran.

The reason advanced for Stalin's not going
is that he is a commander-in-chief who works
at his job. But Russia’s war situation is relaxed
enough now to permit him to take his hand off
the throttle for a few days, and a plane can
bring him to Washington in a matter of hours.

It! really might strengthen Stalin’s standing
with the western powers for him to show him-
self in Paris or London or Washington. His
Polish policy has cost him a lot of friendly in-
terest which a personal call might offset. Sta-
lin and Russia may think themselves secure;
but times change. No person, no nation ever
has too many friends when a crisis comes. And
returning calls is elzmen_t_gl in good etiquette.

Partland's drunk tank is rivaling the Oregon
state hospital for unfavorable publicity, Its
death" list now numbers 22. The real blame
seems to rest on old King Alcohol, however, and
not on the mayor and chief of police.

] — - ~

France i§ anxious to have General de Gaulle
sit with the big three. France needs to work its
passage for a time with some first class fight-
ing, and not just get to the peace table by the
path of penitence.

Editorial Comment

HOW ABOUT IT, MR. BYRNES? .

Hardly has the whisky distilling industry entered
upon jits second 30-day holiday from the production
of war alcohol than the rumor is spread that an-
other vacation is in prospect for April. This is un-
believable, almost fantastic, in the face of the situ-
ation repeatedly described by War Mobilizer
Bymes. Are manpower, materials, and transpor-
tation facilities to be diverted from the war effort
for the manufacfure of a non-essential?

During the present month, the distilleries plan
the production of 40,000,000 gallons of spiritous
liquors. . Hundreds of thousands of bushels of grain
which might much better have gone into the pro-
duction of more meat for a sharply rationed civil-
jan population are to be poured into the mash tubs.
To transport this grain to the distilleries takes hun-
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Soldier Condnet Abroad

Americans are pledsed when they get “good
conduct” reports about their overseas.
From -Australia came many | in

praise of the men of the 41st divis which
made the home folks of the northwest swell
with pride. : i &

But not dwmhthgeonduutihow.
can soldier above reproach. We have found that
true at home, in the vicinity of training carmnps.
The Dalles Chronicle, for instance, relates inci-
dents regarding men of the camp at
Rufus where they are studying a : g
problem, of violation of local laws, from
drunkenness. In England, we have not
heard much about it.,thﬂthnvo!nhd}:bqumu
of misconduct, of serious character.
As might be expected, many ar¢ sex cases, as-
Il.lﬂt,ttcc . i i

The worst case was the killing ‘of British
diplomat, Sir Eri¢ Teichman, on his own estate
by poachers. Hearing guns shot on his prop-
erty Sir Eric went out to inves did not
return. Later his body was found with a bul-
let hole through the head, and some yards away
blank shells from an American army rifle. For
this offense Pvt. George E. Smith of Pittsburgh
has been found guilty and sentenced o death by
hanging, by a courtmartial of 13 Am of-
ficers. Of Smith an army psychiat testified
he was “a men defective homi degen-
erate.” His army record showed’he had been
courtmartialed eight times. ; :

It is not enough to pass offenses ott;;br merely

saying the army iz a cross-section of America, |

the worst with the bést. The army has a re-
sponsibility of screening out those with signs of
being “mentally defective homicidal degener-
ates” like Private Smith. And army officers,
especially abroad, have the duty to maintain
strict discipline even among men on passes,
Fortunately the record as a whole is- good,
and the excesses are more than overweighed by
the open-heartedness of the American soldier,
especially where children are concerned. The
kiddies soon learn the doughboy js their friend,
and of course they pester him for handouts of
gum and candy, with which he is quite gener-
ous. We hear about this side of soldier deport-
ment. It is well that we know there is another
and less favorable side, regrettable as the fact
may be,

A senator in California introduced, a bill to
abolish that state's personal income tax. The
author is quoted as saying “Our state income
tax only brings in $46,500,000 annuglly,” and
that isn't “sufficient money to warrant the ex-
treme annoyance to the individual.” Just Cali-
fornia chickenfeed, so to speak; but enough to
make Oregon's mouth water, !

Turkey is now permifting supply ships to pass
through the Dardanelles; but Turkey waited
until the war barometer showed ¢lear skies for
years ahead before doing anything. Like poli-
ticians clambering for the bandwagon, Franco's
gesture to democracy and Turkey's concession
at the straits shows clearly who is not going to
win the war. . |

Interpreting . |
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON |
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

German reports of a vast Red army winter of-
fensive in progress from the Danube to East Prus-
sia “aimed at ending the war” in Europe lack full
Russian confirmation. ;

But they were too tircumstantial for doubt that a
supreme military crisis i8 developing in nazidom,
caught in a gigantic Russian-Allied vice, |

Enemy broadcasts painted an even darker picture
than any published Allied or Russian estimate of
the situation. : _ i

The Nazi home front thus could have no reason-
able doubt that batties of decision were shaping up
&mmmmmmimﬁmdwm

e, : | i

That could be sensed in Belgium where the coun-
ter bulge created in Allied lines by the German
cember attack was fast crumbling away. The Ger-
man retreat was still far short of a rout
but it was verging that way just as the strain
of the massive Russian main attack felf upon the
foe in Poland. -. | E

It hardly needed Moscow’s formal announcement
to confirm the German report of White Russian

¥

armies on the move in the northern as well as the
southern Vistula bridgeheads and also west of the

Narew above Warsaw. k
In the first broad fronfed Russian thrust to ex-
pand the upper Vistula bridgehead’ was
menaced. The Nida tributary of the the
hazard or other mil-

§ the old Polish capital on the
east, had been crossed by the Russians a wide
front northeast of the city.

The main atiack appeared driving
a 30-mile wide front midw
Kielce, rear of
of the German defense line
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Too Bad He Already Owes It to Himself
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“ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN," by
George and Helen Walte Papashvily
(Harper; >

George Papashvily, borm in
Georgia, Russia; came steerage
to America; worked as dishwash-
er, mechanic, movie extra, res-
taurant owner, inventor; married,
bought a farm, buried an old
friend—

That’'s all that happens in

“Anything Can Happen,” yet this
story, the husband’s autobiog-
raphy as set down by his Ameri-
can wife, has spots by turn hilari-
ous, witty, courageous, poignant.

Even before George left the
ship he was done out of his fine
silver-lamb hat by a sharper. He
was arrested when friends, over

his protests, stripped a tree in
New York's Van Cortlandt park
of its blossoms. He had a funny
experience carrying a piece of
dough which, in a hot trolley,
kept swelling out of the paper
wrapping. He hunted and hunted
for a man who spoke Georgian
and found one who thén heard
it for the first time in 3 years.

This Russian, who has grown
so fond of American ways, trav-
eled over much of this country:
New York, Pitisburgh, Detroit,
San Francisco. He visited Vir-
ginia and South Carolina and
moved into the country near
Bethlehem, Pa.—Mrs, Papashvily
now owms and runs am Allen-
town bookshop.

There are some phrases with
poetical feeling: George is “full
of prance}/the tree in the park

“foaming over with white
Eloaoms;‘!' the ears of the two

eorgians talking their beloved
native language are “full of hear-
ing.” | :

At its best the story is very
fine, has intimations of Saroyan
and sounds naive, honest and
real. But there are occasional
lapses to a more common level
The story does mot become dis-
honest, certainly, but it ceases to
be naive and turns inte some-
thing manufactured, from the
head rather than the heart.

Maybe the text is strained in
an effort to prove, by some of
George's adventures, ‘that this is
a grand country to adopt. Maybe
in the attempt to show how good
George actually is the effect has
been fo make him look goody~
goody.

News

Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
-or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15—Ex-
cerpts from a recemt talk of
mine, “The Revolufion in
Values:”

Ours is a capitalistic system
which repends for its strength
and power
upon | sound-
ness — not on-
ly in finance,
taxation, prices,
and such eco-

_nomic matters,
but alse politi-
cal soundness
built upon the

confidence of
its people . . .
In red ink, Paul Mallon

we must write on our books the
greatest debt in history, eventu-
ally to be 300 billions of dollars.
We must service and pay this
debt, carry it as our war bur-
den, for we financed this war,
not only our part of it, but that
of everyone else, including Rus-
sia to some extent. But Russia
will have no such burden. She
has for herself destroyed our
concept of financial values . . .

At the heart core of this war
is the revolution in values which
started long before the war and
will continue long after. I have
spoken only of the corruption of
financial values, or one phase of
them which destroyed the mor-
ality of money.

This war indeed is only a su-
perficial phase of the revolution
in all walues, the decline of
morality’ in politics, internation-
al diplamacy, education, and,
indeed, the individual lives of
men. i
Consider politics. The prom-
ised word no longer has popular
value, You seldom hear the
word “honor” any more. It s
considered Viclorian to be hon-
orable. | .

The people have come to ac-
cept the doctrine of immediacy,
of doing what sounds best at a
given moment. They scorn tra-
ditional values as restraints and

values, as that of the political
leader from the promised word,

tions. THeir own desires of the
~ moment rule conduct and

“THE YOUNG IDEA

. 3

In education there has been
the same corruption of realistic
values which we have noted in
money, politics, and internation-
al relations — the doctrine that
children should be raised also
according to their own desires.
Education is to be a sighiseeing
affair. They. even taught the
philosophy of following desire
in sex, which hardly seemed to
me a matter to require teaching,

There is no phase of existence
which has not been touched by
the revolution in wvalues, the
erection of ideals of immediacy.

In the end, all the world must
come back fo values. But s it to
come back to the realization aof
soundness only after thorpughly
exploring and suffering the col-

« lapse of the fabulous fool
of immediate desire as a
to life?

Will we have to go completely
through the revolution to thae
bottom and let each man kno
the falsity of these indulgent fic-
tions before all can grasp the
solid fact and truth? Or will the
resurgence of reason founded
upon the experience of the war
catch definite hold now and lead
our people on to realism and
common sense?

I do not know. My judgment
is that revolutions generally run
the course of extremity before
they settle down into sense.
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to bring us all esse, luxury,
heaven on earth, but which are
only cheating our reason of the
lesson of arithmetie.
~ These are the factors of the
must be met

holes grow
warmer and
softer with pride as they
about him. ;

Keaneth Dixen

meeting
time was devoted (in 1944) to
‘unmaking’ resolutions and ordi-
nances” '

Isn't it time that the council
did more than decide to stand
pat?
work needs to be done over the

more than one fault in the pres-
ent procedure.

One defect, at least, is flagrant.
A little over a month ago a group
of applications for beer licenses
for 1945 were to be presented o
the Council. Included was bne
for Tom Hill and his new partner
for the confectionery near Par-
rish junicor high school. Having
known of this before the applica-
tion, not after, Isabel, some in-

(Continued on page 7)

Your Federal
Income Tax

-sbup,.mdholl,hnot

Noe. 12
Farmer's Losses ¢
Losses incurred in the oper-
ation of farms as business en-

are held for favorable mirkets,
no deduction on account of
shrinkage in weight or physieal
value, or by reason of deteriora-
tion in storage, is allowed, ex-
cept as such shrinkage may be
reflected inm an inventory if used
in determining profits.

The destruction by frost,
storm,®or fire of a prospective
crop is not a deductible loss in
computing income since it rep-
resents the loss of anticipated
profits which have never been
reported as income. Likewise, a
farmer engaged in raising and
selling livestock, such as cattle,

as
that perish

§

and
safety,
! infantry
: units
heavy frame
y when they
in
then things
got how hot
the carried
them
He outfits
when . Was rest-
ing Doc can't
seem to rest |
“He lives with a broken
heart,” said the battalion chap-
lain one day. *He has had too
many men die in his arms™
Maybe that's it. There is noth-
h'hhhhzamdou%dtho
ordinary. ‘had no medical
training other than what the
army gave him. | He went to high
school and then got a half-year
of business college training. Then
he helped with and an-
sweraed the and did
things like

cent; limit $35,000; Pacific In-
ternational, same as state fair;

Pendleton Roundup, 5 per cent;
limit $5000; Eastern Oregon
Livestock show, same as
Roundup; N-W Turkey show,

1% per cent, limit $1200
County Fairs, 25 per cent AND
ANNUAL SURPLUS.

Now just to show how the
counly fairs have hit the jack-
pot, here are the figures on their
portion: 1939, $26,577; 1940, $28,-
220; 1941, §32,299; 1942, $43,009;
1943, $112,600; 1944, $217,500.

Or on a per county basis the
distribution has risen from $738
in 1939 to $6041 in 1044,

In most of the counties the
annual fairs have been cancelled
or curtailed to *—n or Future
Farmer activities since the out-
break of war, so 'they have had
little or no use of the money.

The 1843 mtl ture put the

the prin-
ciple that monies should go into
the general fund and then be
appropriated by the legislature.

Certainly no ture would
have increased money going
fo county fairs from $738 to
$6041 in five when. the
hh:wmelnud:mhﬂod.
Hence, the governor’s bill
MHB-Whlndude
the full three per cent from the
nﬂ“*'l.rﬁﬁlhm-
1 , because the race
meets are galled off, 50 the rev-
enues will not accrue. But this
order may turn oyt like the dis-
tillery : subject to
change. principle is
sound and now i$ s good time
to put It into
I am fully of the "“un-
holy alliance” has been
Mh_‘ 3 the pari mu-
tuel licensing
ening the poor
puritan and » pari mu-
tuels, the } hat-In-
hand will
fo be put
;hL‘
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