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*No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
— From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPAR

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher |

. Member of the Assoclated Press
The Assoclated Press is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all

news dispatches credited to it or not

|

otherwise credited in this newspaper.

Divided Court -

In the days of the “nine old men” when the
federal supreme court was accused of being the
tool of reaction, a 5-4 decision in which some
measure passed by congress might be declared
unconstitutional was the target of sharpshooting
from the whole left-wing. “One man,” so the
leftists charged, was determining unconstitu-
tional an act passed by the whole congress. This,
they said, was a real atrocity in government.
On such a buildup of antagonism to the court,
the president eight years ago based his proposal
to pack the court.

Though the president's bill was defeated, he
succeeded in packing the court, seven of its nine
members having been appointed by Mr. Roose-
velt. In spite of this loading of the bench with
men of the president’s own political coloration,
the decisions of the court are more sharply di-
vided than ever. Rare indeed is there a decision
in an important case where the court is unani-
mous.

In the decisions handed down this week, two
were by 5-4 votes, and one by a 4-4 vote, which
meant that the decision of the lower court
stands.

In one case, the court by a 5-4 vote held un-
constitutional a Texas statute requiring union
organizers to register with the secretary of state
before beginning work. The court reasoned
that this was a viclation of the constitutional
guarantee of freedom of speech. In a Western
Union case the 5-4 ruling was to the effect that
the telegraph company was not prohibited from
hiring 16-year-old messengers. In a case in-
volving construction of the selective service act
the court divided four to four, one justice not
participating.

If, within a group supposedly of similar po-
litical leanings, there is such a sharp division
of opinion what exeuse was there for condemn-
ing the courts of the past for division where the
composition was purposely varied to get differ-
ences of political viewpoint? The cleavage in
the court now is sharp and rigid, with Black,
Douglas, Murphy usually standing together:
while Frankfurter is opposed. Rutledge goes
generally with the former group, while Reed,
Jacksonn and Stone are more independent in

their affiliations. Roberts is often a lone dis-
senter, has been extremely critical of the
court’s upset of past decisions.

What we have for a supreme court now,
therefore, is just another group of nine men no
more able to think alike than justices of for-
mer courts. The nine young men are as can-
tankerous as the nine old men of the 1930's.
And laws are still being invalidated by 5-4 de-
cisions, though rarely is a cheeg_ now heard from
the left.

Seldiers From France

The French say they can put a million men in
the field within six months. Here then is a
reservoir of manpower which should not be ov-
erlooked. In the anticipation of an early, final
decision over Germany the allied high command
concluded soon after the invasion to undertake
the job alone, without enlisting support of
French and Belgian armies, save the French
troops which had been serving in Africa. One
reason was the lack of equipment and the
thought that they could not be whipped in
shape in time to do ‘much good. It was a case
of making best use of the material available at
the time.

With the end of the war postponed by at least
six months it would seem, at this distance, as
though the French and Belgians should be en-
couraged to forrh their armies. Surely their own
factories could Tesume some production. Not
only would thege troops prove valuable if the
war lasts into the latter part of this year, but
the two countries would feel they were con-
tributing to their own liberation and the de-
struction of the German menace. It would re-
direct the energies and efforts of the peoples
toward the remaining task of finishing the Ger-
man armies on their home soil, instead of oc-°
cupying their thoughts on domestic contention.
. The Germans captured thousands of Belgian
and French soldiers in 1940; but since then sev-
eral age classes have matured and should be
ready for military duty. Unless the British and
Americans can use this manpower to better ad-
vantage in production it ought to be employed
in fighting. Six months is not long to wait for
an army of a million men.

Dr. Simms on Undulant Fever
Stopping at his formér home in Corvallis, Dr.
B. T. Simms, director of the regional animal dis-
ease laboratory at Auburn, Ala., and prendent-
elect of the American Veterinary association,
made the statement that undulant fever is
caused both by the bovine and swine brucellosis
organism; and that tests in some leading dairy
states indicate that a[large proportion of the
cases were caused by the swine type. Dr. Simms
expressed the opinion that it would be unfor-
tunate of Oregon people were led to believe
that requiring universal pasteurization would
automatically rid the state of undulant fever.
He said that pasteurization is important and
that there should be strict sanitation in dairies,
but he had no direct reeommendal@ as to
swine brucellosis, : !
This is competent authority, and it m

the fact clear that pasteurization is
answer to undulant fever. It may prove to be
true that some of the cases recently in
Oregon were not from milk-borne or
Pasteurization should be used certainly for mass
distribution of milk. But as far as are
concerned there must be removal from of
all reactors to Bangs disease. In :“? words
there must be rational|attacks on nts to
combat brucellosis dmeases | |
{10
Barber Act Unconstitutional |
The state supreme court adnumstd‘eh lethal

sleep to the 1943 barber act under which the
state barbers’ board was empowered to fix
_prices for barber service on vote of 7D per cent
of the barbers of a county. It held that the act
was an unlawful delegation of powers by the
legislature. This decision will be welcomed by
the majority of the people who objected to this
form of price-fixing but whose interests were
disregarded by the legislature under |the drive
of the organized barbers of the-state. |Governor
Snell signed the bill and it has in effect
for nearly a year and a half. !

Many barbers in the state objected to the
legislation betause they wanted fo be free to
fix their own prices. One of them brought the
suit which has just been decided. Under the
court’s ruling the act is declared onstitu-
tional and barbers will again be ind dent in
their price fixing, although all union ishops are
required to adhere to union scale of prices it
they want to keep the union card in their shops,

For once, “free enterprise” has had a break,

There is something really heartening in this

fact.

One Hundred Houses :
There doubtless will be a race for permits ta

build the 100 houses approved for Salém by the
National Housing administration. ere are
enough people who want to build {heir own
houses and enough who would like té build or
to rent to take up this quota of 100| within a
matter of hours. ]

Salem folk should not become alatmed and
think they are going to get a plagud of “war
housing” with rows on rows of identical ply=
board duplexes. These are to be separhte three-
bedroom houses, with a $7000 valu and $55
rental. Even at todhy's building costs
be able to get quite an attractive
$7000. '

No home building to 'amount to an
been done in Salem for [several Years.,
, ly tight
though people have managed to “get along.”
They probably could continue to get jalong for
another year, but the|100-house pemmit from
NHA will give a welcame if limited telief.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON |
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

1

Invasjon of the big island of Luzon on
ican road back in the Pacific was the
tial step in the Nimitz-MacArthur
carry the fight to the foe relentlessly.

atever is carried beyond that poin Lu*u is
%@ the whole Western Pacific Sea

ic picture

Announcement by Gen. Douglas MacArthur of=

landings on the capital island of the Philippines 1s
a culminating step in the effort to
cific and come to close grips with Japan, :

That the campaign to reclaim Luzon has ched
its final phases many months earlier | was
deemed possible in Washington only a year less.
ago seems beyond dispute. This appears as \frui-
tion of the Roosevelt-Nimitz-MacArthur meeting in
Hawaii some months ago. | | !

In the light of the type
encountered in the advance
can be no swift and decisive resulis
landing in force on the big island.

The war with Germany
attrition, However bitferly and
troops fight, driven to bdy they ul
der as the Japanese thus far
have not. The war in the Pacific has

of Japanese
up New Guinea,

even

bridge the Pa-.
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News Behind fh_e

News

By PAUL MALLON
(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whale
orin part sirictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9—Try-
ing to dispel some international
fog yesterday, I reported that
inasmuch as ;

now sealing off
central Europe
with her ar-
mies, she pro-
bably would
be glad to join
the club - like
Dumbarton
world order in the coming
promised negotiatioris which is
to complete the club charter by
April (we hope.)

The club naturally would
guaranfee her gains forever
with arms and perpetuate &
postwar Europe which directly
or indirectly is now dividing
spheres of influence between
the Russians and British, with
the Russians in possession of the
lion’s share.

These considerations naturally
have raised the questions in the
public mind as to whether this
nation, the senate ar even the
administration, will be so strong
for the coming charter to pre-
serve forever what i something
short ' of our annoumced ideals.
What do we get out of it?

Well, we get thé mandated
islands of Japan in the Pacific.
No question of that. We also get
our own hemisphere influence,
or recognition of it, as we al-
ready had it in fact. The com-
ing Mexico City meeting is sup~
posed to'bring Argentina around
and establish a front of diplo-
matic solidarity on ‘our longi-
tudes. Thus the coming world
charter will direc ¢ our vision
westward and south. |

We ore defeating Japan with-
out the assistance of the Rus-
sians. The help we are getting

Paul Mallen

from the British will raise some.

question of postwar British in-
flyence in the orient (Hangkong,
‘etc.) which must be settled, and
there is a communist army in
C}llm. i
Yet the results of the war and
the proposed charter give us the
and

armies, and I do not know how
far the charter will take our
armies into Asia.

Very defimitely, I think the
edministration will want this
arrangement. Mr. Rogsevelt is a
little on theé Russian side any-
way. Announcements have sug-
gested this §s about all we can
expect to get, and whatever we
can get will no doubt be ac-
cepted with considerable outer
enthusiasm and official justifi-
cations. .

Will the senate and the people
go for it? They might. The avail-
able alternatives may not be
pleasant. The arrangement
might be presented upon a “take
it br get something worse” ba-
sis. Quite a powerful nation
could be maintained within the
sights of our new vision, if it is
effectively organized.

But I think qur acceptance all
depends upon how fully and
convincingly our hopeful ideal
of democracy is held out to the

rest of the world, particularly in-

Europe, by this charter.

Unless there are genuine pros-
pects of Atlantic Charter ideal-
ism not mere words—and real
Ireedom for peoples, in place of
the fake freedom preserved by
armed might and directing pow-
ers which absorb the very souls
of men, as well _as feeding out
economic substance to them—I
do not think the charter will
be very popular or can be made
very popular in this country.

And even if put through the
senate by sheer force of admin-
istration power, it could not en-
dure. Only solutions which an-
swer the yearnings for real
freedom in the hearts of men
ean permanently hold their sup-
port.

You can feed Europe, as some
of our people wish to do, to im-
prove our prestige and power
there. True enough, mueh food
will have to be sent as a mat-
ter of relief, but the use of food
for political effect generally has
only a temporary result.

The Chinese have a phrase for
such tactics, Churchmen carry-
ing Christianity to the Orient,
found it sold faster with a bowl
of rice. But they also found that
not infrequently as soon as the
rice ran out, their converts lost
zeal. They were called Rice
Christians,

Nothing will take the place of
genuineness and soundness In
human or international rela-
lations, and the measure of
these qualities in the coming
, agreement will determine the
results. -

“THE YOUNG IDEA”

By Mossler
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whole damned place was alive
with mines. Kraut artillery and
mortar fire were the heaviest

I'd ever ducked. To top it off,.

the weather was just what Adolf
ondered—two weeks of sloppy
rain and snow.

S s T &t s
first morning, wars
after a month’s “rest” of Luxem-
bourg defense. We'd relieved a
badly tired outfit the night be-
fore and were all set to jump at
dawn. r

“We did jump—more crackin
and poppin’ than you'd see at a
western movie. Then after a few

; bundred yards there were explo-

sions all around. All of us knew
then that some of our boys had
hit mines. Saipers let go from

(Continued From Page 1)

and the congressional front. In
1946 there will be a governor
and secretary of state to elect,
also four congressmen. If the
democrats could capture either
of the two state offices they
would command a fine basket of
patronage, and Mon C. Wallgren
over in Washington is showing
them just what the payoff is on
a deal like that.

The five democrats in the sen-
ate are William A. Moser, Tom
Mahoney, Walter J. Pearson, W.
H. Strayer and Lew Wallace.
Wallace is national committee-
man, and that office can be com-
bined with the senatorship to
good advantage for party promo-
tion and discipline. Walter J.
Pearson shows signs of political
activity. Not ‘so conservative as
his father, the late state treasur-
er and senator, he may prove to
be one of the younger hopes of
the Oregon democrats.

The house list of democrats in-
cludes E. C. Allen, Jack Bain,
Phil Brady, Vernon D. Bull, Ned
H. Callaway, Warren Erwin, M.
Ja Gleason, Dr. William T.
Jo Henry Semon, Manley
J(, Wilson. Of these, Brady (AF
of %), Bull (Railroad Brother-
hood) and Wilson (CIO) Eive
good tie-ins with organized lab-
or. Warren Erwin is a staunch
party worker.

On ordinary business before
the legislature there will be no
party division, but on labor
questions or issues with a po-
litical complexion we can antic-
ipate that the democrats may be
someéwhat cohesive.

The 1045 session will be one
of jockeying for position in ‘the
grand political derby of 1946.
The democrats will not be alone
in this. Republican officeholders
will attempt a few turns them-
selves.

And overshadowing all is the
figure of the returning war vet-
eran who will be a palitical fac-
tor from now on unmtil . ., . .
well, until the third world War,
shall I say?

Your Federal
Income Tax

Hr

i
i
J
]
¢

=

;
i
i
g

:
E
g

?

i
E?
5k

it

i

|

1l
S Y
o

iy ) AR Mgy v

i

“CANNERY ROW,” By Joha Stein- _

L iterary®

 GUIDEPOST
WG Rogersea

heck (Viking; $2).

The Steinbeck of “Tortilla
Flats,” not of “The Grapes of
Wrath,” comes back to us in this
odd, absorbing book. “Cannery
Row"” is neither flesh, fish nor
fowl, neither novel nor short
story, but perhaps principally a
painting.

|In the author’s words, the Row
itself, in Monterey, Calit,, is both
“a stink” and “a dream” . . .
these are not the only monosyl-
lables spoken by Steinbeck’s
colorful characters. The book
centers on Doc, who runs West-
emn Biological Laboratory; the
pérsonages who surround him
are as peculiar and unaccount-
able as the frogs, octopi and rat-
tlesnakes kept as specimens in
jars and cages. It is Doc, for
whom everybody wants to do
something “nice,” who unites the
community and who indeed
serves to make a unit of the
book.

There are some very enjoyable
passages: The" way Doc finally
wprks himself up to' the peint of
blf;iu a beer milk shake; the

: ¢ who went off to hunt
for a spare part for a broken-
ddwn aut¢ and was gone just 180
days; the way to get even with
your bank if it doesn't keep your
accounts straight,

There are some absorbing pas-

: too, particularly the inci-
dent of the watchman William
bumped himself off with an
pick because of the look in
Greek cook’s eyes—though if
icide can be something less
An grisly, this one is. You will
| interested to learn what must
:j regarded as the true account

Ithe disposal of Josh Billings’

; and it will be a long
before you forget the little

Trusty and Stevens who did it.

(He means Lts. Stanley
Schwarz of Baltimore, Md., and
Hudson Hatcher of Harlan, Ky_;

ty of Cascilla, Miss., and Pvt
Jessie Stevens of Cumilton, Ala))
“It was one hell of a series of
firefights after that. Jerry was
always hidden in pillboxes or
(Continued on Page 8)

The . |
Safety Valv

LETTERS FROM STATESMAN
READERS

LUMBER FOR NITE CLUB
To the Editor:

1About the middle of the sum-
mer of "44 I filed an application
with the County Board for
enough lumber fo construct a
small barn on my south farm.
This place corsisis of 265 acres
with a good house but no out-
buildings whatsoever, they hav-
ing deteriorated to such a state
that it was impracticable to re-
build them. S 1

d was told to keep my appli-
cation' down so that the total
cost would not exceed $1000.
This I did, the approximate fig-
ures being about $500 for mate-
rial and $500 for labor. However,
my application was turned down
and I was not granted any part
of it. )

1 feel that this application was
legitimate inasmuch as we had
na place to keep cows, chickens
and equipment out of the wea-
ther. In fact, it was impossible
to| keep hired help on the place
without shelter for.thue animals
and equipment.

I was of course, disappointed
at my inability to secure this
material but felt that if the
lumber were needed for the war
effort that it should come first.
About this time I noticed a new
structure going up on the north
Pacific highway just beyond the
railroad viaduct, and upon in-
quiry learned that a night club
was under construction, and I
am wondering just what the
score is.

Perhaps the Board feels these
night clubs and road houses are
more essential to the war effort
than the mere operation of a
farm, but I and several hundred
farmers in the same position do
not harbor this opinion, and I
am wondering if you fellows
have any opinion to offer.

LEE U. EYERLY

The Statesman is tnable to
explain why Mr. Eyerly was un-
able to get a permit for his barn
from WPB while Mike Stein-
boekwableto‘dolo!uhls
supper club building nérth on

ad road. Mike showed the
Statesman representative his
permit, but said he had used
principally either non-essential
material (asbestos board, plas-
ter board, firtex) or low grade
lumber which was available, rg-
cluding some lumber salvagud
from a mill tire at Idanha, with
& minimum of finish lumber and
that of inferior grade.
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