. preceding 48 hours.

“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe®
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher
Member of the Associated Press _
The Associated Press is exclusively entitied to the use for publication of all

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY & |

/

news dispatches credited fo it of not otherwise credited in this newspaper. |

Swiss Neutrality

From the standpoint of international law the
United States can maintain no case against
Switzerland for selling supplies to Germany.
Switzerland is a declared neutral and_as such
is free to trade with any belligerent with which
it'can do business. Since Germany is right at
its border there has been no interruption in

‘trade with country because of the war: -

. The United States may not like to see Swiss
food and other products going to Germany, but
unless it éan maintain effective blockade of
Germany it cannof stop the shipments. Under
international law Swilzerland is within its
rights, and would be justified on legal grounds
to do as one Swiss paper recommended—"defi-
nitely refuse to accept demands of any nature.”

In the early period of the war there was fear
lest Germany would occupy Switzerland and
thus destroy one of the old and true democracies

of Europe. Fortunately no such occupation was -

carried out. At that period the Swiss govern-
ment seemed to show favor toward the nazis,
perhaps because of the fear based on its prox-
imity to the triumphant Germans. In later days
no complaint has been heard until the an-
nouncement that the United States is curtailing
its shipments of goods to Switzerland in reprisal
for the latter's trading with Germany. That is,
of course, within our rights under international
law, and if such supplies are proving of direct
assistance to Germany their curtailment is in
order.

The warring world, however, remains in con-
siderable debt to Switzerland.
home for the International Red Cross which ex-
tends its army of mercy to all belligerents. It
is helpful in the handling of work for War
Prisoners’ aid. Without the help of these inter-
mediaries for which Switzerland offers haven,
the lot of prisoners would be much poorer. Our
nation needs to keep this in mind as it scruti-
nizes the manifest of shipments to Switzerland.

News Discrimination

Correspondents accredited to army headquar-
ters. in France are boiling over with indigna-
tion, both over the news suppression which has
prevailed since the beginning of the German of=
fensive and second over the discrimination in
the release of news. The censorship has been
rigid, for a while blacking out all news of the
More reprehensible has
been the reported discrimination. - The British
Broadcasting corporation, a British government
agency, has been getting and giving out news
before it has been released to correspondents.
Sometimes releases were denied even after BBC
had put the stories on the air.

Just now Time magazine broke the story of
the appointment of Field Marshal Sir Bernard

"Montgomery as commander 'of the northern

field armies, but the chief of army publit re-
lations at Paris, Brig. Gen. Frank ‘A. Allen, re-
fuses to permit correspondents to send the story
out until an official chronology is made public.
The report intimates that Time and United
Press, which also used the story, broke the re-
lease date. But why was there any withholding
of the announcement from Dec. 20 to Jan. 5?

The correspondents feel they have a duty to
the public and are as conscientious in discharg-
ing that duty as any professional group. They
chafe under censorship, though they recognize
the need to preserve military security. Their
ire rises against news discrimination. This un-
fairness will be understood by the general pub-

lic. Perhaps combined protests may obtain re-

sults.

In the Baby Berry |case in Los Angeles the
Jury couldn’t decide whether it was Charley
Chaplin or two other men. But the case didn’t
show the one-time poor little boy of the London
music halls in very good light.

Editorial Comment

IDANGER BIGNALS
A recent morning's grist of news contained two
warnings of gathering opposition to a world secur-

American adberence to that international arrange-
ment and possibly he sees same forces in op-
eration today. .

It furnishes a -

In the present period of free-for-all|

some of the British are srapping at the United

Sattes for its scolding at the British. |

|

papers both mmnﬁw;tndﬁhuﬂt*hm-.

sion to lecture the United States on its own de-

The fact is that we have 'this criticism com-
ing. The London Spectator, for imt:u. in-
quires “What does America want?™ e must

admit that our president has been secretive and

unresponsive in defining the foreign policies of

this country. Even Churchill confessed himself
baffled for lack of advice from Washington.
other criticism leveled at the United States

is that Europe never can be sure that the United

States will carry through on its obligations to
help implement the peace. Without doubt many
European leaders fear that once the war is over
and our armies back home the United States
will let Eufope stew in its. own juice. Such be-
ing the case they do not relish much advice from
this country on how postwar Europe should be
set mp. And this criticism has validity.

This mutual exchange should not become a
name-calling brawl. It should result in a clear-
ing of the atmosphere, and, let us hope, in a
fresh statement of policy which the peoples of
Britain and the United States can support with-
out compunction. | :

We have no desire to propagate any anti-
British feeling in this country or any anti-Rus<
sian feeling. But we must retain our own in-
dependence of thinking and be ready to speak
out if any of our allies embark on padlicies we
believe would be injurious to the war ior detri-
mental to peace. ' '

It is now announced that President Roose-
velt will address the nation on Saturday even-
ing next, summarizing his message to congress
scheduled for that day. 1t is expected he will
deyote considerable time to matters of our for-
eign policy. We hope he will and that he will
not talk in his frequent “Daddy-knows-best”
manner. The people of the United States are
mature, and they are deeply stirred by the trend
of political events—more concerned about them
than the current military sifuation. Unless the
president speaks out clear and strong the con-
fusion in the public mind will be deepenegd. This
nation and the world await word from the man
in the White house, lately so sphinx-like.

Shoe stores are having' i run on 'shoes as
patrons rush to convert coupons into foot-

wear. A real run would start if non-run ny-
lons were offered at hosiery counters;

Interpreting
The War News

KIRKE L. SIMPSON

Plagued by appalling winter weather, the battle
of the Belgian bulge is building toward a climactic
clash.

German and Allied observers alike have heralded
it as the most decisive action of the war in the west.

On its outcome largely may hinge the duration
of the war in Europe. Belated disclosure from Al-
lied supreme headquarters of British ag well as
American forces now engaged, and of a shift in
highest field assignments that divides the bulge
frant into north and south flank sector, the one un-
der British and the other under American top oper-
ational command, definitely changes the
strategic picture. i

It goes far to confirm the view that the great
Allied pincer operation against the narrow and vul-
nerable waistline of the Nazi bulge into Belgiam
marks far more than an attempt to regain lost
ground and restore the situation prior to the Ger-
man break-through smash in mid-December. It
looms now as a full scale Allied offensive, not

rivedtobackupthtthnkmwmljrltlrmy
on the critical northern flank of the German break-
through within 48 hours of the first German onset.
Themimtotﬂriﬂ:hﬁeld!anhnl_ﬂmt&un—
ery to command of all Allied forces on that flank

es well as the whole northern end of the Allied
lines came at the same time. |
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Stop! Look! Listen!

Your Federal
Income Tax

WHEN AND WHERE
TO FILE RETURNS

Income fax returns of citizens
and regidents of the United
‘States are reguired by law to
bg made on or before the 15th
day of the third month follow-
ing the tlose of the taxable year,
which for most individuals is
the calendar year. Accordingly,
returns for the calendar® year
1944 must in general be filed
not late?than midnight of Thurs-
day, March 15, 1945.

However, if a taxpayer who is
required to file an original or
amended declaration of estimat-
ed tax by January 15, 19435, files
his annual income tax return
for 18044 (on Form 1040) and
pays all tax due by January 15,
his returmm will serve as both a
return and declaration and he
need not file the 1944 declara-
tion. This applies to farmers who
chose to defer filing declarations
last April 15; others who filed
1944 declarations but desire to
change their estimates by filing
amended declarations; and all
persons who owe the final in-
stallment of 1944 estimated tax.

Non-resident aliens who are
residents of Canada or Mexico,
and whose wages are subject to
collection of United Stiates in-
come taxes at the source by with-
holding under the pay-as-you-go

sysiem, are also required to file"

their returns at the same time
as United States citizens and res-
idenis generally — that is, by
March 15, 1945,

" If a taxpayer died in 1944, his
final return should be filed by
his executor or administrator on
or before March 15, 1945,

. Members of the military or
naval forces who, when the re-
turn is due, are on active duty
outside the Americas or the con-
tinental United States (the states
and Distriet of Columbia), or

nue for his district, if appro-
priate reasons are shown. If the

News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON !
(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 4-The
thinking™ Mr. Byrnes, assistant
president, came out straight for
honest equal
treatment of
“the Avery and
Petrillos alike”
in the public
interest.

Advocacy "of
equal justice
faor wunions as
well as man-
agements start-
ed an immedi-
ate controversy
within the administration. Mr.
Byrnes had said one way to ac-
complish like justice was
through congressional enactment
of a law opening the courts to
both parties.

At once war labor board mem-
ber Davis (who let the Petrillos
get away with defiance of his
board but got the troops in upon
the Averies) said such a law
would tie up enforcement in the
courts and hinder his purpose of
adjusting labor disputes.

Thus the old political game of
rag-ma-tag proceeds into a new
phase

At the time Petrillo was defy-
ing WLB, and maintaining his
victorious strike against its or-
der, Mr. Roosevelt claimed there
was no law to make Petrillo
obey. Thus the public must pay
a few cents tribute on every rec-
ord it buys forever to Mr. Pe-
trillo, for no service whatever in
its interest.

But there was a law which
would have brought him to
terms—this very war labor board
act. True enough, congress did
not intend the act should be used

Paul Mallon
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‘houses — garden implemen
clothes, practically everything
saleable, except war industry
products: Yet Attorney General
Biddle legalized the seizure by
ruling the stores as war indus-
fries.

! Economic Stabilizer Vinson
established exactly the same
government position on the Pe-
trillo strike. He publicly de-
pounced the musicians” walkout
as impeding the war effort. Mr.
Roosevelt thus could have seized
# radio station by stretching the
law no further than in the Mont-
gomery Ward case. )
{ If he had, Petrillo and his un-
Yons would have been subject to
penalties, fines and jail for not
working. Army officers could
have moved in upon [Petrillo's
office, demanded his books, is-
sued orders to him fo send his
men back to work. It could op-
erate his union or any other
striking union in the same loose
way Montgomery Ward is being
directed. .

What the government needs is
not a law, but the desire to act,
which has been absent so far.

Some outward signs ifmply
Byrnes was merely allowed to
speak his personal mind in ex-

pectation that the labor board

would block him in congress or
otherwise, and the matter shoved
down to a plane of endless con-
troversy—without action.

I do not think so. The govern-
men had got itself into such an
unreasonable and dangerous la-
bor situation, something will
have to be done. ; r

ment went in there this time was
to give the workers a raise. That
is the main physical change dis-
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: “From
our

b (
Africa they landed in Napies on
Nov. 15, 1943. For a few months

no military secret to the enemy
—it's snow, sleet, fog and bitter
cold.| g

The WACs live four to a tent,
and one way to get out of hav-

cetnible in the initial action. The
management, employes, and bus-
inéss were left (while conform-
ing) substantially the same as

before, with the one main differ-

did not move against strikers.- It
seized the management.  The
warkers cheered when the gov-
ernment came in. P

Thus the government has got
itself into a position where it
must serve the unions, more than
the public. If Monkey Ward had
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her .Jhead..

“People at home,” she com-
mented, “have the strangest
ideas of what we want or can
m_l’

The gift was a box of bubble
bath—the stuff that whips up
into millions of tiny bubbles in
a hot bathtub. In these moun-
fains, there Isn't any bathtub.
Bubble baths aren't practical in
a helmet, and they don't work
in the headquarters’ shower bath
either,

T
SEEINS

to make sure that a man has

autharity like the gover-
nor the pewer of commutation
or of pardon. But unless there
is some showing that the ftrial
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