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Prospects for getting through the legislature
at the coming session the bill defeated in the

‘last two sessions permitting longer and heavier

trucks to operate on Oregon highways are re-
garded as brightened by word that the railroad
lobby will not actively oppose the bill at this
session.

Railroad attorneys evidently fear such oppo-
sition might add evidence for the case which
Assistant Attorney General Berge is pressing
in federal court against the railroads, charging
them with violating the Sherman anti-trust act.
While having the railroad lobby sitting in the
bleachers and not playing on the field has no
effect on the merits of the big truck -bill, it
would beé a denial of truth teo say such studied
indifferehice will have no effect on the fate of

the bill; for the railroad interests have been po-

tent in defeating this legislation in the past.
Before the legislature passes this bill, how-
ever, it should first pass the bill applying a uni-
form and scientific schedule of fees for opera-
tion of trueks on highways. The studies show
that the trucks are not paying now their fair
share of the cost of the roads which are built
and maintained by the public. The law also
plays favorites among the classes of trucks.
Now is the time to establish the new, ade-

quate and fair schedule which has been worked '

out. by an interim committee after four years
of intensive work. -Further concessions to thes
trucking interests should not be made wuntil
equity in assessments for use of the highways is
established.

It is conceivable that combinations of special
interests may combine to defeat this new fee
schedule. It would be politically smart as well
“as fully justified to get the:trucking interests
to assent to the new schedule before enacting
the bill for bigger trucks.

Break_iné With Franco

Left wingers are demanding that the United
States withdraw its recognition from Franco's
government in Spain. The purpose clearly is to
force Franco out of office. While that seems to
us a desirable consummation the task is one for
the people of Spain. We can't very well start
bossing other nations around.

Granted that Franco was helpful to Hitler,
the time is well past now when that help can
be of value. It probably will be found that
Bwitzerland and Sweden aiso were helpful to
Hitler, but we can't very well break off rela-
tions with them,

If and when the old, elected republican gov-
ernment in Spain is reestablished in that coun-
try we can very properly give it prompt recog-
nition; but there seems no present advantage to
ourselves to.terminate diplomatic relations with
the Franco government which is “de facto” if

not “de jure.”

Installment Refused

Finland, though badly knocked about by the
war, was ready to pay the installment on its
debt to the United States, but our government
after some hesifation decided it couldn't ac-
cept the tender. It seems we are not on speak-
Ing terms with Finland, so it wouldn’t do to
unbend sufficiently to take her check on ac-
count, Finnish' finances in this country are
under a freeze and the treasury wasn't willing
to thaw out-the accounts enough to take the
installment payment. .

However we can credit| Finland with good
intentions. When the wars are all over then
we can open shop and do business with Fin-
land and take her money in payment of, debt
to us. The fact that Finland alone of pur
debtors stands ready to meet its obligation
goes far to promote a kindly feeling towhrd
the country which was caught in the vice of
two powerful neighbors. "

Finland has agreed to pay Russia $300,000,-
000 as penalty for joining-the nazis in an at-
tempt to recover territory, and Finland will
pay this, in goods, heavy as the burden will be.
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tive bargaining here to stay and can
better under Republican principles than
sort of policy’ he has seen at work in
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This is a subject on which few men
public life are so well qualified to |
.professional labor leader, but former
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find altered enunciation or inflection t0 reen-
force their doubts, as'did those who measured
the ears of Hitler pictures and concluded one
was ersatz (the picture, not the ear). ;
While the speculdtion has more point than
the still-surviving argument as to who wrots
Shakespeare’s plays, the fact remains that Hit-
ler still is the central motif of German leader-
ship. His name alone still evokes the sacrifice
which the German people are now on to
endure. In effect the people and the Hitler
thesis of world power or downfall are now one,
only the issue now is the elemental one of sur-
vival as a nation.
. Recent events have proven that the leader-
ship in Germany has hardened the people for
supreme effort, which the demands for tincon-
ditional surrender and plans for carving of
German territory have strengthened.  Hitler
remains the symbol of loyalty and whether the
radio speaker is true or false, the Hitler symbol
still has potency in the reich.

Wreck Near Ogden

The west was terribly shocked to hear of the
Southern Pacific wreck near Ogden where over
50 were killed and some 60 injured early Sun-
day morning. It is one of the worst railroad
wrecks in the history of the west. The news ac-
count gives the familiar report that “railroad
officials refused to hazard a guess as to
cause of the accident but ordered an immediate
investigation.” -

The details appear to resemble closely those
of a similar bad wreck several months ago on
the C & E I Ry near Terre Haute, Ind. In the
fog the fast-moving rear train crashed into the
more slowly moving train ahead. But fogs are
common in train operation; and the questions
arise over why the rear train ran by the block
signal, and why the engineer failed to see on

the open causeway over waters of Salt lake the
lights of the train ahead.

Granted - that the fog obscured the wvision,
what is to prevent similar wrecks on foggy
nights? Unless and until railroads adopt auto-
matic train controls such wrecks will continue
to occur when the human factor wavers.

Why must this slaughter go on? When will
the interstate commerce commission wake up
and require installation of modern safety con-
trols using the late discoveries of electricity?
Surely a beginning can be made even in war-
time,

One would think, too, that the railroads
would see the necessity and the economy of ap-
plying the latest and best controls to prevent
collisions. Clearly, the lesson of Terre Haute
was not learned,

Interpreting -
The War News

KI1RKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The time lag imposed by the Allies on revela-
tion of developments in the battle of the Belgian
buige continues to mask the exact situation.

But there seems liftle doubt in view of a belated
report of an additional six mile American advance
west of Bastogne, however, that an enemy refreat
from the dangerous western loop of the bulge to
escape entrapment is in progress. :

While the direction or width of the new Third
army forward surge in the St Hubert area is not

indicated, a six mile advance there would cerfainly -

put American forces astride a considerable séction
of the Bastogne-Marche highway. It also prob-
ably would restore an important section of the
uue-nochefort:Arlm railway to Allied use. It
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a meeting of Women of Rotary
a few weeks ago when the Rev.
David Nielsen discussed the re-
turn of Japanese-Americans' to
this coast, a subject which arous-
ed her interest.

Loyal to the cause of woman
suffrage, Mrs. Bishop took the
lead in encouraging women to
become interested in politics
when the right tfo vote was ex-
tended to them. For a long time
she conducted a study class on
polifical questions for Salem
woinen.

Mrs. Bishop held a lifelong
interest in woolen manufacturing
as was natural, for her father
had been a weaver in England
and became a manufacturer here,
She encouraged the Bishop fam-
fly to engage in woolen manufac-
furing, and assisted with her
money and counsel.

There was one rule which Mrs.
Bishop had for the family which
is quite revealing: each member
of the household must have a
job of work to do on Monday
morming. Even after her sons
were grown and away from
home she used to remind them
to have their work laid out for

Monday morning. Her idea evi-
dently was that to start the week
right was to end the week right,
with work performed. She had
the organizing faculty and the
will power to see things through,
and sought to inculcate similar
qualities in 'her sons.

Mr. and Mrs. Bishop were very
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Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON 3

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
i or in part strictly prohihited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1—
(Part V) I have traced (column
Sunday) the fact of nearly two-
fhirds of the
servicemen not
voting for eith-
er Roosevelt or
Dewey and
contrasted it
with the high-
ly organized
political action
of the Congress
of Industrial
Organizations
and its ‘Thew
theory of freedom as being or-
ganized control of the indivi-
dual through unions and feder-
alized power. The analysis is
an effort to bring into the light
for plain discussion the appre-
hensions: evident here as to
where this country is going, do-
mestically and internationally.

There was great fear of fas-
cism in the country before our
war victory became visibly pro-
bable. Fascism is a dictatorship
by rightwing glements, conser-
vatives. It was evolved by Mus-

solini and perfected by Hitler

as the only means of combatting
communism which was a dicta-
torship by the leftwing elements.

-They had the same methods
and ideals, believing fréedom to
be the organization of the indi-
vidual fo thc\serv!ce of the
state, contrary to the old demo-
cratic basic principle which held
that freedom is individual lib-
erty.

Neither represented the yearn-
ing of any great body of the
people. They were conceived at
ple. They were revolutions in
which highly organized minori-
ties got cortrol of the peopls,
the bulk of whom are not and
cannot be expert in politics. -

They did not come from elec-
tions, yet they adhere to the!
system of elections. Both Hitler
and Stalin held elections, gen-|
erally winning them 100 to 1
because the people dared not
vote any other way, unless they
wanted to be killed or ruined.
To make their living, the peo-
ple had to vote the way in which
the highly organized minority at
the top fold them to vote.

Even so0, no dictator has been
able to maintain himself in of-
fice without. periodic purges to

{l

basic principle, denying the
democratic concept of individual
liberty as being a good thing,
and interpreting freedom just as
the fascists and communists do.

Where we seem to be heading
in all 'this is toward a new form
of a capitalistic republic con-
trolled politically and economi-
cally by the unions. i

But is it possible to have
that? Can you have capitalism
and union control? Can you
maintain democracy under un-
fon control?

If you have the union wage
class : in economic conftrol, it
would make sll capitalism work
toward its ends — higher and
higher wages which would force
higher and higher prices with
less and less profits, incentive,
private capital. It could not last
any more than a- controlled
capitalism by business could
last.

From the political side, un-
questionably the great bulk of
the people who pay the prices
and the wages would not long
stand for it

Once you accept the basic new
idea of freedom as meaning fed-
eral confrol, you cannot have
either capitalism or democracy
dominated by any group or class,
It could not work. Only a
strictly judicial type of govern-
ment, \dispassionately maintain-
ing the interests of the whole,
could make both ends meet eco-
nomically.

But is it politically possible to
have dispassionate government
this country of such highly’ or-
ganized minorities? -

I hope no one will think fhis
analysis has a political, critical
or propaganda intent. I firmly
believe no one can stop this cur-
rent trend of union political ac-
tion, except the union leaders,
and I think they will _uninten-
tionally—by excessive zeal in
their own behalf,

As to our future form of gov-
emment, the facts of Europe
show surface forms do not mean
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stared across the clearing as
the dawn's fog lifted.” It looked
e it did the day before—
or did it? :
“Hey!" he yelled mdm'
“count those tanks again!™

43. All looked alike, covered
with snow, but the two which

The Literary |
Guidepost

By John Selby

RUSSIAN
P A, 0, THE R
I l(:nad read a third of Alexander
Nazaroff’'s “The Land of the
Russian People” before I realized
it was intended for the child
mind. I was liking it, too._
Apparently Mr. Nazaroffs’
book is part of & series designed
to introduce the young people of
the earth, and certainly the num-
erous peoples galhered under the
Soviet banner take some intro-
ducing. The author does it with
verve, and also with impartiality.
Possibly a rabid White Russian
might object because Mr. Nazar-
-off does mnot -accuse the present

Russian regime of barbarities;
perhaps an equally rabid Red
Russian might object because
once in a while something good

in the Tsarist regime is men-

tioned. Most of us will continue
to believe him a middle of the
road man, but an interesting one.

For one thing, he deliberately
reverses the usual Russian grand
tour, and I think it is a good
idea. He pretends that he and
his readers are entering Russia
at Valdivostok, going west across
Asia on the Trans-Siberian rail-
road through the great forests of
Siberia, the trans-Ural industrial
districts, the Volga pldains to
Moscow. Then he makes a Teint
to the North, admits that the
young would find little of in-
terest if they returned to Val-
divostok that way, and instead

takes them back through Kiev,:

the Crimea, the Caucasus, the
bony deserts of Central Asia,
and so fo the Pacific again,

hawmciufulmr._mzm-
tion of his text was chiefly a
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' Your Federal

Income Tax

OUR INCOME TAX SYSTEM
Your income tax is a major
part of the federal government's
method of paying for the war
and all other gmmmta] costs.
It is figured by subtracting vari-
ous exemptions and deductions
from your income and - taking
percentages of the remainder. It
is based. on your taxable income
from all sources, including wag-
es, salaries, bonuSes, -commis«
sions, business profits, dividends,
inferest, rent, and royaliies.
The individual income tax on
1944 income includes a *normal
tax of 3 per cent and also a “sur-
tax™ which begins at 20 per cent
and . increases by steps  (fre-
quently called brackets) to suc-
cessively higher percentages for
larger amounts of income. The
victory tax which was in effect
in 1943 has been repealed. The
normal tax and surtax are now
the taxes for which an annual
income tax “return” must be
filed on.or before March 15, 1945.
Under the “pay-as-you-go”
system now in effect, part or all

of the federal income taxes of

most employees was withheld
Irom their wages during 1944
and turned over to the treasury
by employers. Numerous em-
ployees thus had their taxes paid
up in full before the ehd of the
year. Individuals who were not
kept substantially paid up by the
wage withholding were required

* 1o make additional payments on

the basis of “declarations” of es-
timated tax,

However, gince both of these
types of payments were only ap-
proximate, it is still necessary
after the end of the year 1944 to
file a “returm”—as a general
rule, not later than March 1§—in
order to determine the amount
of the correct tax. Persons who
file regular returns will compute
their own taxes, while wage
earners with less than $5000 in-

When you have filed your rre-
turn, and the tax has been com-
puted, the amount of your tax
wﬂlﬂsmbemmwimm.
Ic‘hnllmmmtotmmt&
gemmumuum

e correct tax, you will pay the

8
=
-

\

\ /



