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A assault on China or Japan.
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After Three Years

Without doubt the third anniversary of Pearl
found the American people in sober
The ebullient optimism of four months
was not in evidence. The tenseness of the
along the Rhine and the near stalemate

i

1]

the knowledge that the two wars are
ended. The sagging front in China also
indicated a prolonging of the war in the east
for lack of the expected support in Thina. Fin-
ally the casualties mount and they come home,
with depressing effect.

Yet if we look at the map and review what
has-been accomplished in the past year there is
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. reason for much solid satisfaction. First of all

there is the successful invasion of the continent
of Europe from the west. A year ago the Ger-
mans were boastful that their wall would not
be broached and we were fearful of its cost
and not too sanguine of its initial success. Now
the allies are knocking at Germany’s very doors.
In the past year, too, the Americans have
swept into the Philippines, establishing them-
selves. securely there. They have virtually de-
stroyed the Japanese navy as a power, and have
begun regular and systematic bombing of Tokyo
and other Japanese centers of war industry.
The ing bases of Japan in the Pacific have
been prelty well cleaned out or neutralized.
There is no real ground for pessimism as to
the result even though there is disappointment
over the dashing of hopes of an early end of the
war in to permit concentration on Japan.
This new sober mood is needed so our war plant
may not falter in its production of needed ma-
terials, especially ammunition, planes and ships.
It has also stimulated purchases of war bonds.
What America must do is to draw a fresh
breath, pull the belt up a notch and pitch in for
another year of hard going. Surely before the
fourth Pearl Harbor day comes the decision in
Europe will have been reached, the Philippines
recovered, and perhaps a beginning made of the

FDR Loses Round
The re-referral of the president’'s appoint-
ments of five men to top positions in the state
tment to the foreign relations committee
for further study was a real blow to Roosevelt
and to Stettinius. It was not a party matter, the
37 votes for the motion to refer and the 27
against ' being well divided between the two
parties. 'When senators as staunch in their sup-

port of the president as Wagner of New York:®

and Guffey of Pennsylvania vote as they did
‘for the motion it means a real rebuff to the ad-
ministration. We may expect now the adminis-
tration forces to apply pressures to secure con-
firmation, but that may be difficult for nomin-
ations of Poet MacLeish and Cotton-merchant
Clayton.:

Meanfime Stettinius has been decisive with
reference to political affairs in Italy and Greece,
beldly indicating a disagreement with British
-interference there—to the chagrin of the Bri-
‘tish. His position of strict non-interference may
be hard to sustain however; because this nation
too has a concern that liberated countries be not
hamstrung at the start with decrepit and un-
_ popular regimes. ;

‘At least this is true, that Henry Ford, II, is
.getting plenty of free advertising about the
cheaper new car he is promising. The old magic
fan’t quite as powerful as it used to be. He can
build a car to sell for less, no doubt; but will it
be one that the people will. want to buy. Public
'taste has been veering more toward better ap-
Ppointments and more comfort rather than to-
ward cheaper and cruder transportation. That
Wwas true before the war; and certainly the war
$asa’t dulled the appetite for luxury.

I

~ Pleased to note that A. M. Dalrymple has been
‘#ppointed bailiff in Judge McCulloch’s federal
.district court in Portland. A stalwart old-school
- democrat, A. M. has been a Marion county fig-
ure for a long time, and pretty nearly a court-
house fixture in the tax office. We'll miss him
“here, but wish him good luck in the big city.

5_:" “The state department has recommended the
- repeal of the Johnson act barring loans to gov-

that have defaulted on their debt. The
recommended that several days ago.
“Nothing like being ahead of the procession.

Editorial Comment

~bound Leyte served to impress the peo--

Log Truckers Protest

A fresh round is reported in the never-ending
battle between the log truckers and the state
police. It is more accurate to refer to it as a war
between the truckers and the highway depart-
ment, for the state police merely enforce the
laws under the regulations of the highway de-
partment. .

It all comes from this: truckers want to haul
maximum loads of logs and are under constant
temptation to overload if they think they won't
get caught. Then they admittedly can’t deter-
mine weight of logs in the woods, yet it is weight
which is limited and the impact of weight on
roads which wears them out, '

Various plans have been tried, with ill suc-
cess. The weighing system with fines for over-
load, was criticized because it delayed haulers.
A year or so ago the highway department
thought it had the answer: when an overload
was found, require the trucker to dump a log
or cut off the end to bring his load within legal
limits. Now the loggers in the Eugene area
rising in protest against this plan. They
wastes needed timber and the time of
and truckers. So they demand a change
threaten “drastic action” if something
done about it.

What the loggers really want is.a foo
instead of weight measure. Few operators have
scales in the woods to weigh loads as they are
being made up, but they could easily scale the
logs. The trouble with this is that there is a
wide difference in weight per thousand board
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The plain truth is that heavy log trucking
knocks the life out of roads, and the overloads
speed up the destruction. There is a tolerance of
10 per cent, over the established maximum but
the truckers do not choose to regard this tol-
erance as a margin for their safety, they try
to load up to the top of the tolerance and then
complain if they get caught.

It seems futile to try to work out any plans

' which the truckers will respect, though this is
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not true of many operators. It doesn't make
much difference what the plan is, unless it is
enforced strictly the trucks will be overloaded
and the highways ruined.

“Purple Heart” Boxes

Members of the American Legion and Legion
Auxiliary over the state are serving as Santa
Claus to the 4700 wounded or sick service men
in the veterans’ facilities in Oregon, at Portland
and Roseburg, at the naval hespital in Astoria
and the marine barracks at Klamath Falls. Al-
ready the response has been highly gratifying,
according to reports of local members, Gifts
such as one would give to active service men
are asked for, and should be tlirned in to the
local Legion post. !

Inspired by Eddie Cantor who has been troup-
ing the “Purple Heart” circuit to entertain men
and women in the service, the boxes are called
“purple heart” boxes. They give the clvilians a
chance in a personal way to show gratitude fo
those who are paying in injuries or illness the
price of our nation’s security. 2

No sooner do the Belgians get free than they
start quarreling among themselves. They ought
to be spanked, or given a return visit of the
German gauleiter,

Interpreting
The War News

KIRKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The center of gravity—and interest—in the west
in Europe has shifted from the Cologne plain to the
Saar .basin with American fracture of the Saar
river defense line on an indicated widening front.

A crisis for the nazi foe, calling for substantial
reinforcements he can ill spare from the northern
battle zone, is fast taking shape. However, there is
still every reason to assume that the main allied
attack front is in the Aachen-Arnhem area. lor can
it be doubted that the over-all nazi command is
hardly less concerned with the massive and fast-
moving t to Vienna developing in southern
Hungary. is every reason to believe that the
last reserve pool in Germany is being tapped now
by the nazis, just as Moscow has asserted, to meet
that tremendous red army surge. Whether by de-
sign or not, it is timed to aid the allied campaign in
the west through diversion of enemy forces to Hun-
gary that otherwise might have gone to bolster
badly shaken west Rhineland defenses. :

Just how eritical the Russian threat to- ¥ienna
could become is obvious on any large scale map of
Hungary. With the corner of Hungary south of Lake
Balaton between the Danube and the Drava, cleared
by the Russians of the foe to the marsh lands that
border the southwestern extremity of the 50-mile-
long lake, red columns are beginhing to converge
toward Vienna around both ends of the water bar-
rier it forms. They are in position to by-pass both

besieged Budapest and lake Balaton for a two- .

prong drive up the Danube watershed inte Austria.

The short road lies through Szekesfehervar be-
tween lake Balaton and lake Valencei southwest of

Budapest in the little Hungarian plain, No serious
mmborﬁerbanhmandthtﬁnhhhyeb
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The Literary News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON
(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or in part strictly prohibited.)

Guidepost
By John Selby
“ACCOUNT RENDERED,” by Vera
*  Brittain (Macmillan: §3.).

This is the gracious season
when books stop arriving by the
dozen, and it is possible to go
back a little and consider some
‘that have been shouldered aside
by the press of their neighbors.
Vera Brittain's “Account Ren-
dered” is one of these.

Miss Brittain is a propagand-
ist, not a novelist, and she should
never have cast “Account Ren-
dered” in the latter mould. And
the lady is so anxious” that all
her readers should get her
priceless point that she batters
her book (ahd her readers) into
a kind of pulp. ’

In theory she is writing a no-
wel about an impossible, not to
say boring, fellow named Hal-
kin. Halkin was a youth at the
time of World war I, and un-
fortunately he was sent to
France just after his mother,
upon whom he had a ﬂxatk,n,
was buried. Actually, Halkin
was buried, too. A shell tossed a
lot of earth over him and since
he was ripe for a psychosis, the
dirt gave it to him. He was sub-
ject to memory lapses—not
just minor ones such as we all
have/ when names escape us, but
longer and much more sérious
ones. This is all gone into dili-
gently by Miss Britain but it
could be skipped.

Halkin Is a pianist, presuma-
bly, and after the war is done
he preppres for a London de-
but which never comes off be-
cause he has another of his
memory lapses, plus a collapse.
Eventually he goes off to run his
father's business, and later still
he breaks up at the beginning
of this war. All this Miss Brit-
tain tells by ‘the back-and-fill
method; the book, drips flash-
backs, many of which only mud-
died me up, and 90 per cent of
which could be avoided handily.
There are, in addition, allusions
that don’t appear to hitch,

2 curious frenzy which a

whenever Miss Brittain's pacifist
propaganda begins to bubble up.
Miss Brittain has every right to
be a pacifist, and no right at all

to call thig thin, unreal book a
novel. .

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 — The
cold fanaticism of the Nazi de-
fense is noticeable in the little
observed fact that today, six
months after
the invasion of
France (June 6)
they still hold
four large
French ports
and some of the

smaller Belgian

with possibly
25,000 men;
St. Nazaire with
30,000, the river entrance to Bor-
deaux with 20,000, and also Dun-
kerque.

These large bodies of suicide
troops have been supplied by air
from Germany to _some extent,
although winter wind and weath-

. € have lately made that task
more difficult. Some boats from
Spain may have slipped into St.
Nazaire with food, at least. An
occasional submarine is reputed
to have taken in medical supplies
and others also to all four peints.

To supplement their meager
stores the strong forces sally
forth at night and raid the farms
miles beyond their defense lines.
We have not attempted to attack
these places, as their reduction
would be costly and we are now
opening their other better ports
to full traffic. The growing use
of Antwerp will soon show effect
upen the Aachen line.

Why these Nazis fight with such
suicidal stubbornness in the face
of coming death not only for
themselves but their cause is a
subject of study by the most
‘eminent authorities here because
. the course of the war, and its
largely on this factor. Any ides
that Germans are extraordinary
people is pure nonsense. Their
troops now are less than ordinary
and include even the physically
unfit. Determination is imposed
upon them and them are a people
accustomed to following orders

Sfories that Hitler is dead or
inunemwnotyemﬂe. Yet
he has gone into the background
and Himmler has carried through
a last ditch mobilization of the
people which is maintaining
dicipline. The true story probably

“THE YOUNG IDEA” By Mossler
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is Himmler got control because
Hitler fell out with Goering and
the army léaders, became in-
volved in hot quarreling. No one
could maintain discipline except
Himmler and his secret police.
The army took the military reins

from Hitler and cooperated with
Himmler to enable him to main-
tain civilian dicipline,

Furthermore, the Prussian gen-
erals have been able to maintain
"army morale throughout the re-
treat from France, the Balkans
and eastern Burope. This retreat
was sold to the soldier and the
people as an orderly withdrawal
to reduce the length of the fight
ing line for the final battles near
home, and to some extent it was,

While they lost a lot of men
(30,000 to 40,000 Nazis are still
on the Aegean islands, the gener-
als maintained complete author-
ity. With Himmler functioning
ruthlessly through his secret po-
lice at home and the Prussians
holding the men in uniform, the
preservation of this fictitious
morale can continue until phys-
ically crushed by us.

Another factor has helped
them. The United Nations agree-
ment to insist upon unconditional
surrender left the masses no loop-
hole except subservience and en-
couraged last-ditch resistince. We
insisted upon these terms because
we gave them an armistice with-
out occupation last time, only to
find generosity did not pay. Yet
we must admit our justifiable
position has worked against us
in the latest fighting.

Authorities have continued to

resist moderation of the terms
because they knew this was what
‘Germany has been playing for
now, for more than a year. To do
s0 would seem to be capitulation.
Indeed, what terms céuld be pop-
ularly acceptable, without mili-
tary occupation, which amounts
to unconditional surrender. Also
we are dealing with a world rev-
olutionary movement. The Russ-
iang, who know some things about
world revolutions. Eentertain no
terms but death. At any rate, no
other terms have been requested
by Germany, as far as is known.

Excellent military men back
from the fromt think the kind
of ruthless pressure we are main-
taining now will the Nazi
soldiers to their knees within two
months. Authorities here gen-
erally agree with Churchill that
the full crushing power of our
spring drive must be imposed
upon the Nazis before the Himm-
ler-Prussian military hold

our hard and ruthless power--and
_ the utmost purchasing of bonds
at home to furnish that power.
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heads down. Some soldier said

in passing. -

The trucks halted for a 10-
minute break. Behind a nearby
Sherman, a bunch of tankers

(Continued on page 11)

the monarchy there, as in Italy.
Concerned about its postwar po-
sition, Great Britian has sought
to bring the Mediterranean coun-
tries within its sphere of in-
fluence. This is a natural move
to safeguard its lifeline to the
far east. The concern of Britian
with Spain, with Italy, with
Jugo-Slavia and with Greece re-
lates quite as much to its own
future security as with the im-
mediate objective of defeating
Germany in this war. The blunt
statement of Anthony Eden in
parliment that Britian considers
it has the right to take a hand
in the formation of an Italian
cabinet is of a piece with the
use of British troops to sustain
the government of Premier Pap-
andreou in Greece. ;

No one can say that the British
were not aware of the attitude
of the Greek underground. In
August of 1943 representatives
of the underground were taken
by submarine from Greece to
Cario for conference with the
exiled Greek government there,
headed by Premier Emmanuel
Tsouderos. At the end of the con-
ference the represntatives of the
Greek resistance parties formally
advised Premier Tsouderos as
follows:

“For the sake of national unity,
which alohe insures the success
of the national struggle, and the
normal | developement of the
country, it is necessary that it be
announced that the king will not
return to Greece before the peo-
ple have decided on the form of
government.”

King George rejected the ad-
vice and the premier sided with
the king. The friction continued
and increased. In April of this
year Sophocles Venizelos, son of
the former premier, tried to form

Greece was libersted, through
British assistance, the forces of

most powerful group, the EAM,
national liberation party, sought
a showdown with the returned
Greek government and the pres-
ent civil war is the outcome,

While the communist element
is strong in the various under-
ground and resistance parties in
Europe the general indications
are that these forces are less
concerned with an immediate
communist program than they
are with preventing a return to
power of the facist elements, the
collaborationists, and the mon-
archists. The EAM for instance,
the oldest and largest of the
Greek guerrilla groups, set up
two aims early in its career:
“first, liberation of the country
from foreign occupation, and
second, establishment of a pop-
ular government after the lib-
eration.” The support the Greek
People have given to this move-
ment is attributed to “their re-
action to the misery, starvation
and moral“degradation to which
they have been subjected.” The
struggle now going on is not sim-
Ply a red plot to impose a dic-
tatorship.

Writing to the nation last May
Basil Viavianos, editor of a Greek
language newspaper in New
York. made the following com-
ment on British policy in Greece:

“The British government’s pol-
fey toward Greece runs counter
to British public opinions It is
inspired by fear of communism
and of Russian influence in the
Balkans, but it is destined to
have the opposite effect from
what its sponsors intend. It will
lose  them friends throughout
eastern Burope and will paralize
the Greek armed forces and the
Greek underground resistance
at a time when their cooperation .
can be extremely useful to the
war effort and to the restoration
of a true democratic order in the
Balkans.”

That prophecy now in
the way of fulfillment. The re-
percussions of -this strife in
Greece may be far-reaching. Re-
gardless of the immediate issues,
it will awaken distrust of British
motives and create fears that
allied victory will siot bring the
reforms the peoples have been
longing for., Once again the po-
litical offensive fails to _support
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