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Lights Go on Again

Lights may not have gone on again “all over
ym‘.wmm.tmmqmmu
capitol. Pedestrians going along Court, . Sum-
mer or State streets Tuesday night had the
thrill of seeing the building illuminated for the
first time since the dimout that followed Pearl
Harbor. It was a surprise, for the resumption of
lighting had not been announced—and the
thrill was greater because of that fact. One
could not but pause to drink in the view. The
white marble of the tower was suffused with a
soft glow; the street lamps below cast shadows
in festoons at its base, while the golden statue
of the pioneer atop the tower gave a beaming
accent to the scene.

Salem folk are happy to have the statehouse
lighted sgain. They recall the old capitol and .
how its plain bulbs at the top of the dome
served as a signallight for the valley; and they
remember too the special lighting effects worked
out for the new capitol. This illumination gives
a focus to the capitol group at night and adds
warmth. Maybe at Christmas time we can have
the colored lighting too.

Renewal of lighting doesn’t mean that the war
is over or that we have settled back to peace-
time routines. The local danger has passed, so
it's safe to turn on the lights again. But this
lighting ought to be a symbol that we are keep-
ing the fires of our patriotism kindled, the fires
of war industry burning, and the fires of home
hearths glowing against the sky for the day of-
return for those who are absent on perilous
missions.

We thank Secretary of State Farrell for turn-
ing on the lights, and for doing so without an-
nouncement or publicity—it is a sign of the
quiet constancy which distinguishes the state
of Oregon.

VD Increases

Some official explanation is in order on the
startling increase in cases of venereal disease
in Oregon. The Statesman has noted the in-
crease before. The latest figures—T75 per cent
increase in number of cases over the same per-
fod two years ago—calls for a public statement
as to the causes from the state board of health.
" The report shows 2035 new cases of syphilis
for the year ending November 1, and 3088 new
cases of gonorrhea for the same period, which
as noted, is 75 per cent more than two years
ago. At that time the army camps were full. Is

increase now due to a letdown of police
snd control measures? Are the sources of con-*
famination houses of prostitution or street-
walkers or juveniles on the loose? What steps
are being taken by health and police authorities
to improve matters?

The federal government has been pouring
money into the fight against VD, through the
public health service, and campaigns of edu-
eation are conducted with the purpose of stamp-
ing out the disease, Yet these figures stare us in
the face and indicate either that our preven-
tive measures are wrong or inadequate or our
policing feeble.

Somebody should say something.

The Wodehouses

The Wodehouses turned up in Paris—in a
Paris jail, where they were taken by French
police, though “apparently .their detention was
Quite brief. Wodehouse is the English novelist
who failed to get out of France in time and was
arrested by the nazis, who took him and his
wife to the Hotel Adlon in Berlin, Wode-
house was expatriate or dumb enough to broad-
cast from Berlin in June, 1941, telling the world
that his internment was “quite an agreeable
experience,” and referring to his captors as
“s fine body of men.” The reaction in England
was quick and severe, which séemed to sur-
prise Wedehouse who evidently' had no con-
cepsion of the real character of the war and
of his country's plight.

Wodehouse with his characters like Jeeves
and Psmith was a Satevepost favorite and his
books sold very well in America. A good many
of his former admirers will want to take an as-
pirin before reading another of his stories.

Editorial Comment

“LET FATHER DO IT
_ The barometers of public opinion reveal a steady

- and powerful trend, dividing the population of the

United States into two classes representing distinct-
1y different psychologies of thought and behavior,
according to Henry C. Link, Ph.D, of the Psy-
ehological Corporation of New Yerk. The two clas-
ses may be summed up as those whose attitude is
‘40 “let father do it,” and those who say “let me
do it." Some of the variations follow:

hard that his recall from Chungking followasd,
but apparently he has won his point, though not
on hand in China to profit by it. For General-

allies. The recent council held in the capital
was insistent on certain changes, particularly
the removal of General Ho Ying-chin as min-
ister of war, who was charged with using Chi-

na's best troops to ride herd on the communist

armies'in the north. { _
qurﬂﬂohmrephcedhycamnfmn
‘who has made a good record as field of-

Dr. H. H. Kung, minister of finance, an-
r farget of the council, will be succeeded
ui, former ’

o]

The cabinet reorganization should go far to-
ward satisfying the critics of Chiang Kai-shek's
government both within China and without. It
is easy for us to be severe in our condemnation,
because we are adjusted to direct and prompt
action. China’s methods are! different. The 33
years pf its existence as a republic are but a
moment in the long centuries of its national
life. During this period China has attempted
political reform and social change. and has had
to endure invasion from a merciless, well-
equipped, greedy foe. Histary will say that
Chiang has done well merely to hold his coun-
try together in this ordeal. The western world
hopes that soon China’s own sun will shine over
that great country and the sun of Japan sink
in black night.

-+ —

Crop Insurance \

Crop insurance was a costly flop when it was
tried, with heavy administralhve costs and big
losses for the government;! but because the
politieal parties in their zeal for votes made
promises of restoring it, the house of repre-
sentatives (the same body which killed it last
year) now adopts the scheme again. The news
report says: “Nobody knows lhow much it will
cost;” and seemingly nobody cares.

As far as we have heard fafmers talk there
is little demand among them for crop insurance.
They know the weather hazards of farming,
but "except in ‘a few marginal areas farmers
have been pretty successful in the gamble
Against weather. Politicians though are ‘des-

.perate in their desires to do something for

mey whether he wants it or not.

R

After all the flutter about whether Hitler
was living or not, rumors have gotten around
again' to saying Hitler has a double. If he has
a double, why isn't he used as a ‘dummy for
publi¢ exposure? “Where's Hiiler?" seems to be
an embarrassing question for the German pro-
pagandists. '

Interpreting
The War mﬂigws

KIREKE L. 8
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

|
Hampered but not halted by! bad weather, the
six army allied offensive against the nazi west-
wall is soaring toward its crisis 4t both ends of the

400-mile battle front. r
Coupled with the vast Russian sweep over the
whole Hungarian plain west of the Danube and
the long and significant lull in red army offen-
sive operations in Poland, it bodes for Germany a
Christmas season with portents of complete defeat

soon. -
That within days, not months, the foe will have
been forced back behind the high Rhine in the
south is certain. The battle of the Vosges has been
lost by the nazis. Nazi ability to continue organized
resistance was fast fading away everywhere west
of Germany’s Rhine-Saar frontiers reflecting a naxi
flight for safety within the fortifications along
the east banks of both streams. | Armored columns
of the reborn French army with powerful Ameri-
can aid were turning blitz warfare against its nazi

authors in the Rhine valley.

Thenwuﬁdprw,bﬁhﬂnmihde—
spitetl'zeclmmudlndchmingninmtm-

mer blow to exploit the Siegfried line breach into
a full break-through, it was moving forward. There
were hints of nazi desperation in resort to er-

pictures of the agonies front line troops were en-
during under sustained allied n_:lghtandmn-

More Words the Navy Won’t Forget

The
Safety Valve

“Latters from Statesmam Readers

OFPPOSES PURCHASE

615 North 14th sireet
To the Editor:

Without wishing to detract
from the gratitude extended fo
the Bush estate for their gener-
ous gift to the city of Salem, it
might well be asked “What
benefit will the additional acre-
age mean for the residents, par-
ticularly the children from the
north end of the city?"

An additional $175,000 to the
city’s debt will mean an addi-
tional $10,000 a year carrying
charge on already over-burdened
property.

Figures furnished me by the
state of Oregon show that real
property already contributes 84
per cent of the total tax income
of the state, to say nothing of
city taxes.

Thirty-four acres would mean
240 city lots, which might reas-
onably be expected (eventually)

would carry an assessment of’

$2000 per lot or, in other words,
Salem would not only have to
assume a $10,000 annual carry-
ing charge for this tract of land
but would have to forego a tax
income of $30,000 a year.

Salem needs a -new court
house and fire station; Salem
needs and will have to have a
sewage disposal plant and this
$40,000 a year would go a tre-
mendous long way toward pay-
ing the carrying charges on
these projects.

Yours truly
E. G. KINGWELL

ARE WE “LETTING
OUR BOYS DOWN?"

r'I'o the Editor:

Are we not, as Hitler hoped
and prophesied, “getting tired of
the war” and failing to back up
our boys as we should? I know
that the great majority of us
are “doing our wutmost” but
there are all too many who are
actually belping the Japs and
nazis by retarding the war work,
striking on the most trivial ex-
cuse, taking “vacations” which
are not needed. The boys over-
seas work in mud, rain and

slush 18 te 24 hours a day, 7

days a week. Many thousands
are being mangled or killed out-

right. Other tens of thousands
will have their health ruined for
life. (ALl for less per 24 hour
day than the union men get per
hour) and they cannot strike

(and would net i they could)

News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole

or in part strictly prohibited.) <

WASHINGTON, Nov. 22—All
the news from China has been
bad lately, excepting Generalis-
simo Chiang
Kai Shek's

thorough shak-

ing
strumental in
‘ousting our
General Stil -
well and thus having saved
face with his own people for
the military failures, is now get-
ting ready to cooperate more
closely with the other United
Nations. At least this is what
might be termed the inner offi-
clal view here.

The motives behind the Stil-
well withdrawal, unexplained at
the time, thus now become more
fully evident. The whole panot-
ply of mystifying news from that
front thus becomes apparent
Chiang has always been suspi-
cious of the Chinese commuthists.

While they are fighting on his
side with their armies far off in

Paul Mallon

for more money to meet “the
cost of high living.”

The billions of dollars being
spent in the U. 8. for worse than
useless things would, if used for
that purpose, more than keep
our soldiers supplied with the
sorely needed ammunition, etc.

The liquor bill for Oregon,
one of the sparsely settled

states, being as stated by the li- .

quor commission, $54,495,070 in
the biennium, 1942-44. Beer,
which I think is not included,
would add many more millions,
The more populous states with
more large cities and hard drink-
ers, would spend many times as
much.

The movies' “take” also runs
into billions in a short time. The
enormous sums paid actors, of-
ficials, etc. of cinema companies
and labor unions, might well be
cut one-half or two-thirds and
that amount used fo help win
the war.

In regard “servicemen strikes,”
note- what happened to the ne-
gro sallors in California, after
several hundred of them were
killed by ammunition exploding
and they refused to contimue
loading—15 years in federsal
prison.

- J. E. PUTNAM

“THE YOUNG IDEA”
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the north, he actually has had
soldiers detached from his own
war effort on the Japanese front
to watch them. True, the com-
munists have not been much of
a deterrent to the Japs. While
some published estimates of their
strength run as high as 300,000,
numbers are worthless in gaug-
ing any Chinese fighting forces.

No one knows exactly how
many troops the commies have,
except that these have been suf-
ficient to repel a few Jap at-
tacks. Many whom they count
as soldiers are actually farmers
who run to action in an emer-
gency. Others are untrained ci-
vilians, and the term “bandit”
has been applied to a few in the
past.

Now by kicking from his ca-
binet the strongest anti-commu-
nist elements, Chiang is falling
in line with the ideas of offi-
cialdom here for more coherent
action on that fromt.

‘ However, the change can be
interpreted as ‘'more political
than military so far.

Those who know the new war

minister say they expect his
leadership to bring some *“im-

Frankly, it must now be said
that no satisfactory Chinese mil-
itary effort has developed any-

ternal railroads are controlled by
the Japs.

We are today flying in from
India through the only contact
the Chinese bave with the out-
gide world, more materials

than

war were carried’ on the
Idlnllrudbdonﬂn.h-cut
it. s

But our planes fiying in a
load of gasoline for Instance
probably consume as much as
much as they can carry as a
load. . The limitations upon our

no operating room.

coln and Ann Rutledge, a con-

vinced Lincoln
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using as a command post. In one
corner of the room and still in-
tact was the outfit’s missing mail.

emergency. It is part of the tra-
dition of the telephone operator
to the last to leave her post
in of flood or fire or other
disaster. It|is indeed regrettable
that now this record of faithful
performante of duty is marred
by the- walkout which began in
Ohio. !

The complaint of operators in
Dayton was that out-of-town
girls who were brought in to as-
sist in carrying the local load
were . given subsistence allow-
ance of $18.25 per week. Yet that
has been customary in that and
similar utilities. In any event
it seems that it could have been
resolved by peaceful processes
of negotiation or reference to
some of the numerous govern-
ment agencies without interrupt-




