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news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspapet.

government that parity prices would be- paid

for wheat and cotton. The old law called for .

price support at 90 per cent of parity for wheat
and 2% per cent for cotton. The effect of the

recent announcement will be to raise the price
of wheat about 15¢ a bushel, if our information
is correct. The government agency asserts that
the action was taken because of recent legisla-
tion requiring the government to “do every-
thing possible” to make parity prices a reality.

As far as the growers are concerned we Te-
joice in their prosperity. We like to see them
prosper. But the increase seems both unneces-
sary and, as far as the country is concerned,
threatening., For by and large farmers are do-
ing well, wheat and cotton growers especially
well. Because of mechanization of wheat-rais-
ing the costs of wheat-growing have not risen
as have costs of many other crops requiring

"% nore hand labor.

The fact is that parity is a false measure of
participation in the fruits of production. The
theory is that the price of wheat say, should
be fixed at a level which is equivalent in buy-
ing power to the levels of the base period, 1909-
1914. But such have been the technological im-
provements in growing and harvesting of wheat
that costs are relatively much less than for the
base period. The effect of a parity guarantee is
therefore not to maintain the wheat-grower’s
relative position, but to improve it as"compared
with all other economic groups.

While the blame is shoved onto congress,
which may be correct, the timing is not with-
out political implications right now. We recall
the *‘gentle rain of checks” which was used to
shower down on the farmers during the first
term of Roosevelt. That technique has not been
forgotten by those who seek now to keep him
{and themselves) in office.

This increase, while it may be a temporary
gain to the producers, piles up future difficul-
ties for him because it invifes sharper acreage
control or deeper price drop if the surplus crop
is 1o be disposed of in foreign markets as will
ultimately be necessary. Thus, instead of help-
ing to solve the country’s agriculture problems
by, preventing inflation it exaggerates it by
lifting domestic price levels farther above
world levels. :

, - When will we get an honest approach to the
! country’s economic problems, and away from
thé temptation of politicians to settle these
questions in terms of votes?
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). Nelson Out of WPB
Donald Nelson came back from China and
now finds himself in the middle of the stream,
-\_with his horse out from under him. The form
of presenting his resignation was followed, and
the president has promised him another post of
major importance, but as far as WPB is con-
cerned, Nelson is out and J. A. Krug becomes

ik permanent chairman.

If one were to take the count of the number
of executives in war production alone who
have been dismounted in midstream he would
list a very considerable number, from Knudsen
and Hillman on down to Nelson. Naturally this
poses the question that if we can safely make
these frequent changes in such-a vitally im-
portant field as production, what about the in-
dispensability of Mr. Big himself?

Leaving that aside, the countr
3 JetWE Ueparture of Mr. Nelson {ro: e war
" production board pass without appropriate rec-

- ognition of his service to the country. He came

. %o his job when production was a sorry mess.
.~ He did succeed in organizing it, and when he
' finally put Charles E. Wilson in as his chief
f ‘mssistant the task was soon licked. Nelson has

been thoroughly honest and faithful, even if
lacking in personal brilliance. That the military
forces of the allies have had the tools and the
weapons of war is due in no inconsiderable de-
gree to the administration of Donald Nelson.

I our political campaign continues at the
tempo of last weekend, we will need to borrow
prize-fight radic men for blow-by-blow re-

brings with it a feeling that welcome. Be-

‘ing ‘among those who rather enjoy stormy weather

® we like to see it pouring down. We like to think

, Bow the grass in the field will thrive without the

trouble of applying irrigation water from the

"ab.ltmboma&.diu:hwﬂhrm

that an irrigation is worth three inches of rain,” but

- the rain falls everywhere and leaves no dry spots.

those underground burrowers that carry the irri-

 gating water away so that it cannot do its proper
‘work, Yes, the rain is much to be preferred.

~ This rain that is falling today also has a distinc-

tion in serving as a punctuation point. It puts a

petiod on summer and a comma before fall and

therefore must be a semi-colon; nature’s semi-

the changes in

that weather

those drainage
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State ont Keeps Task

The president has lodged with the .
ment of state, where the subject m
problem of what to/do with Germany after the
war. This takes it out of the hands of Secretary
Morgenthau's treasury department, which but-
ted in with a detalled plan for splitting Ger-
many and stripping it of major industries. The
problem is one not to be decided by the United
States alone, but by the United Nations, with
our state department doing spadework in for-
mulating American views. This again is a vic-
tory for Secretary Hull who has been jealous
of any penetration of the state department’s
field of foreign-affairs. !

The publication of the Morgenthau plan

>

proved good fodder for Geobbels' propaganda

machine, It confirmed his own warnings that if
Germany lost the war it would be destroyed as

a nation. Even if that is the intention of the

allies now is no time to disclose such a purpose.
The news merely steels the Germans fo fight
the harder to protect their homeland. The

- vague terms of unconditional surrender are

harsh enough without giving in detail the pun-
ishment to be invoked.

Meantime the general reactions are not fav-
orable to the Morgenthau plan of reducing Ger-

many to a pastoral economy. Germany may

have earned such a penalty, but enforcing it

would become an almost impossible undertak-
ing short of continuous armed occupation. For
that matter it will be hard, even after pulling
Germany's tusks for war-making to be sure a
new set will not be grown, as after the first
world war; but that is a more rational under-

taking than to pulverize Germany's industry.

The Literary . News Behind the News oivoeowiss:
Guidepost --

The whole dilemma |points up. the need for
setting up a sensible organization for peace
which over the decades may grow in pewer
until it does prove effective in praventing wars.

What, No Green Caps?

Male freshmen at Oregon State, and there
are a few 17-year-olds registered, will not have
to wear green pate-pieces this year. Not that
the edict of tradition has been altered, but the

green caps are unobtainable in the stores— .

c'est la guerre; and once again the ill wind
blows some good—at least so the freshmen
think. It is presumed that now the freshmen,
along with sophs and upperclassmen, will go
hatless, at least that is the vogue. But they will
niss those green caps when it comes fo hitch-
hiking home for week ends. They proved a
badge giving entry fo many an automobile,

much as a soldier's cap or a sailor’s hat does .

now. In that event the ill wind will blow ill,
but the freshies will manage it somehow; they-
Il get home for another round of biscuits and
honey at the home breakfast. .

Grangemaster Mort Tompkins wants a farm-
er at the peace table. Eleanor Roosevelt wants

a woman there. CIO and AFofl. Will Want one

each. What we may get is a mass-meeting.

Interpreting
The War News

KIRKE L. SIMPSON

d mﬁ_ﬁﬂlh:&k’énd leaving behind it no conclusive evi-

dence either way on whether struggle could reach

a decisive stage on any front, east, west or south,
before winter set in to checkmate Russian and al-
lied hopes of a guick victory. i
Both President Roosevelt and Prime Minister
Churchill reflected ' that in specifically refusing

(]

S '_',‘ s .-_n. :'i\'_
0 ol roabod
IS IR0 I T

T A e .
e ._._..r L S =9
» | T L hd B i E

it A
T e oo

“Radio City”
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By JOHN SELBY

With the cartoonists—

It is always a little difficult to
write about cartoon books, be-
cause there is nothing to say
about a cartoon except whether
it is good or bad. People seldom
agree on that matter, either.

A great many people agree
that Sgt. George , Baker's Sad
Sack is pretty funny. Yank has
published all Baker's army car-
toons, and now 115 of them are
being republished in a book
aimed straight at the heart of
the Christmas market, which it
guite probably will pierce.

Baker’'s boy is a private, the
perennial private. It is said that.
Yank’s readers have petitioned "
Baker to promotle the poor guy,
and that Baker has most intel-
ligently refused. Sad Sack clubs
have sprung up, bombers wear
the name on their nose, as do
tanks, and the artist has been
shot all over the ‘world by his

1937 and ended in June of 1041,
inducted_into _
the army, He iis evenings,
after induction, drawing pictures
of a bewildered civilian trying.
very hard to make himself into

a soldier, and when Yank was

By PAUL MALLON

{Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Oct. 1—What
fooled us on the Siegfried line
and in Holland were the surpris-
ing results of
the general mo=
bilization Hitler
undertoock pub-
licly more than
a2 month ago.

That far back

he_ apparently
began planning

his current

o maintain his border front' af-

this unexpected show of strength,

some of them threw wup their

hands in pessimism and started

predicting no end of the war be-
spring.

g

This is the focal explanation of
the perplexing fluctuation in re-

police duty. Even tradesmen and

atroopers in Holland, lamentably
tragic as it was, cannot be con-
sidered militarily as important as
the less advertised developments
southward showing Hitler had
manpower. The extent of this
defense in depth could not be
known definitely however, until
fully probed by fighting.
This is not the first time.we
have been fooled. When the Ger-
man line broke in Normandy
there was an excellent prospect

' -the war could be won in France

by complete annihilation of their
western forces. While more- than
half were rendered useless, Hit-
-ler was surprisingly able to pre-
serve the military organization of
those retreating armies and some
of these troops now augment his
last drain of home manpower,

The nazi forces in Holland, and
many stationed in Belgium were
never in the French fight. These,
retreating to the homeland, were
able to create the Arnhem pocket
in which we lost 6,200 with only
1,800 escaping. But he even ap-
peared ‘with an air force there
when he had to have it.

We were overly optimistic also
in estimating German morale,

suicide squads at the chapnel
ports, and even these troops were
far less anxious than their offi-
cers.

If our estimates on any of

)
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come to America and make a liv-
ing the hard way; but Arky re-
mained the Jew junk-collector, -
Now when 1 hear the fear ex-
pressed that the Jews will buy
up the government'’s surplus and
make a lot of money on it, I think
of Arky. I suppose when he
came to this country, probably
from Germany, he drifted into
the junk business because the
“white folks” spurned it. Ameri-

conditions in this French cam-

Thérudshlvcbmwetuﬂ
muddy constantly, with rain

drive on the left as of yore, and

the French drive down the mid-
die.

City Council
Will Consider
Light Survey
taken Mondey A ba' e city

council to set in motion the plan
which will give Salem an au-

tion into their most menial em-
ployment; so these Jews strug-
gled to eke out a living by col-
lecting and selling junk. Small
wonder then if through the years
they have developed a knowlédge
of how to handle the salvage of

1 company.
project was proposed by the Sa-
lem Chamber of Commerce as a

horseshoes and "rags from the |lar to
families of “old American stock” | also hopes fo. revitalize its light-
in generations past. ing system.

“field of finance. As far as Amer-
ica is concerned that is not ttue,
as a study of bank officers and
directors of the country's leading

will prove. But if it were

there would be a reason for
history similar to Jewish
the junk business. For
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With many Christian hands rais- peers cities A,
edmimtl.hun.theirmm-m "‘“""‘::w
vival becamé a struggle. But if g F

showing street widths, traffic
Gentiles think that Jews are

hazerds and the type of distriet
sharp at trading, they might re- | ooeg This data discloses to ex-

call David Harum in fiction who

We thought the Welsh were w
pects had turned our way, the clannish and gueer and used to UHOlmg
other two could not have saved mimic the clatter of their speech; -
Now it all depends on who has Americanized. The Bohemians | e
the greatest force at this battie ~whose infiltration made the| - Flans for housing _
line or how long it will take us country life of the old_families {UDIversity co-eds for the coming
to get more power there. The ~ leis happy, went on to invade the {*chool year are now complete
-situation is about as in Nor- cities, and how their descendants |With the announcement that the
mandy after the initial landings. are an important element in|¥MCA bas been obtained to house
It can still turn either way. - places like Jowa City and Cedar |45 Women students and 8 house-
Practical | o st s T e
| - to participate ‘made be-
ot in the American dream of social semesters and jt will be
Counselos on Religions Lih®  are sometimes fertile soil for the [Manager, announced, |
Eifiotalie Diversiy.  whisperings of slander of race or | Other dormitories for women
All 00 often we look upon the Teligion. For myself I have nev- |include Frederickson hall and two
success of other people as a mat- ©F forgotten Arky, the Jew, the |former fraternity houses, now
ter of chance in their lives. We TORE€T, Who bought our junk |designated as Alpha Psi ant
feed our own laziness by con- Y0 there was none other to |Kappa halls, all used last  year,
vincing ourselves that most suc- DU it and who traded fairly with [and the newly acquired residence
cessful people have g theiy, ‘he children of Gentile Ameri- [just west of Frederickson hall on
mhuunu::'gnmf - T Houth  Winter. aaf e 8
friends or unusual opportunity.| . - 2 ’-
Although this may be true in a| '
e B tevens
story of persistent and conscien- : 5 o Sl
tious work. As Longfellow re-|. 5 | :
“The heights by great men| B B
Were not attained by sudden)| - “
But they, while their companions| S v
Were toiling upward in the] “has a
i m’ il = ‘Tl- - w0 ~ 4 w :
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making even the best macadam




